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^Jtop:£t AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 
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Boxhuryf April'Q.Qi r776v 

"WDtJliave WeeirinfSmie Jbf^Vittcasures which the promow 
it ters of radependency* adopted for the riponing- of that 
cpment ; in' the advice which congress were prevailed upon to give 
to the New-Hampshire^ the South^Garoima, and Virginia conw 
ventions; 

[ Jan. 5i 11T6^.] T^eNew-^Hampshire provincial convention 
jnroceeded in their design, and voted,** that this congress take up 
civii genrernment in. formt foitowingr— We beings authorised 
iit particiUar* to establish some form of government, provided 
thatineasure be recomiriend<*d by tiie continental congress, and a 
recommendation being transmitted — the suddenrdepartureof his 
excellency John Wentworth" and several of the council leaving 
us^ destitute of legislationsandno executive courts being open to 
punistj. criminal* offenders — therefore protesting- that we- never 
meant to throw off our dependence upon Great-Britain, and 
that we shall i«joice if such a reconciliation, between us and our 
parent state, can be effected, as shalt be approved by the conti- 
nental congress— do resolve; that- the congress do ^ assume the 
name and power of a house of representatives: that they proi- 
eeed to choose twelve- persons, to be a distinct branch of the 
legislature, by the name of a council for this colony ;' and that 
no act shall be valid unless passed by both branches." But this 
procedure waa not universally approved. A- memorial and re- 

^ monstrance 
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iponstrance of the frceholdftrs ai|d mhabitwitg of PbrCsmoiitfii « 
was presented to the conyentian sitting at EMtefi. EJ^b. lOv} 
It sets forth, that '^the memorialists are greatly alanaed^ lay the 
inforiBat;io]^ #^3t ,thcy ^re ahoyt to dif solye their ^scktewe^as m 
convention and assume that ot a house ofrepresentatives/smd Uy 
proceed to the election of twelve counsellors^ who are to act aft 
another branch of iegislatioa %r the future govermxient •f thiik 
colony/' They remonstrate agafnst the procedure from an 
opinion that the inhabitants will not generally approve it^ and 
wish therefore ^)at the minds, of the pec^e vpzj etc f uUy takca 
oAi^uch a mem^ntuous concernment, for that it is Aek inherent 
right to know the plan» before adopted axul carried into execu^ 
tion. They say also, ^^ it amounts to an open declaration of in^ . 
dependency, which we can by no means countenance," A dis- 
sent and protest was brought into convention, [Jan* 12.] by 
several of the representatives i the purport of it was, ^* We dis-* 
sent and protest against the ^esent plan of taking, up govern-* 
ment for the following reasons— 4he vote ^ tte tontmental con^ 
^ress countelianclng the same^ was obtained by the uawearie4 
importunity of our dele^tes th^e, as appears by tb«ijr letter ]r^ 
the tial^ ybte doo&^^ appear to have been unanimous, but we 
have reason to think otherwise ;— New-York and Virginia 
/whi^ ^e ipsin^lar ciicum&taxures witb u$» and ara mvK^ larger 
and nabi^ opuientj and jvc iMresgine nauch. wiser, and to whjch: - 
we would p^y all due defereiiceX have not atten^tedaay thing of 
the fond, nor as we can learuT^avejiesif ed it; — it ajppeaxs a^^tmir 
ing for sd siiiaU a colony to take tb^ l^ad in a matter of so gr^at ' 
imgpoitance ;-TOurconstit3»Bnts never expected us t^ - 

^orm ([^government, but, only to set the judicial and executive 
n^heejs i;^motioj^;-r-it appears to us,, too umch like setting up ai» 
indcjpcndency on the mP0>jer couiUry,'*^ ^ Tbc coavcntjoa lvow« 
cv^r proceeded in their plan j but Wienit was^executed^and the" . 
liody Iwui assured the form of two hiwises, they had the consist 
<eacy ^o receive petitions £jafl. la.] from the towns- q£ PortSi- 
ifeouth, Dover, New^to% Roch^er, St^;atjiam, North^Hamp*. 
4tOf%| %Yp^ NewrMarketi Keo^ipgton, Greenland, and part of 
^jSntWQpd, afi^^nst takingAipgpycrnn^at in the newestaoJisbed 
form. . jBoth houses met in the to^n-bouse, the petitions were 
pead,,consideredi-«Mi^ fuiiy ^u^ hy tl^ecouncil for tlie petition- 
ers. It was. voted, [ jan, srr.j: that the conwnittee write to the 
CQiltinental congress, a^d lay thj^ plan of government t^Uccn uf> - 
^Y H^ colony belore &em, a^ kt them know tliat a number U 
m^xohci's of this. home j^ssent^fro^ and protested i^nst tbe 
fame* because of itn ^mg $^lg^pos^4 to breathe too^ scuKrh of th^ . 
^cit of iod^pe^eQcy^iS^ l^^Cfitto kimw the judgment of tb^ 

congress 
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c«ls|pi'^l*Aereen.'lfVli2fteT^r tetter flie committee might Wntn 
Y0M potbaWy forwarded under cover to one of their own delc-» 
f ites ; ^ni by the advice of certain members was not brought be* 
fofe congress as a bocly> till the day after they had given their sanc^ 
tiOd to the plan, by admittii^ lipon thdr journals^ on* the 29th 
frf Februaty, the credetttiate of the delegates chosen by tije hous^ 
<rf representatives on Jsmuary the 25^-* 

When Mti S. Adams saw the instructiofts given by the capi- 
lalt>f New-Hatflpshire, he was dissatisfied, and fearful, lest if 
tbait colony took a wrong step, it should wholly defeatthe djesigxv 
h^ owned, he had mtich at heart Me had been alarmed before 
ift^tbe be^ning of the months when a motion was made in con^i 
gr^Bfi to this purpose. — *^ Whereas we have been charged with 
aiitling at indepeftdency, a tomipittee shall be appointed to ex. 
pMn ta the people at tege the ^principles and grounds of our op* 
position, &c." It would not do for Mr. S. Adams evidently to 
interest himsetf in opposing the motion, though he was apprehen-i. 
sive &at thev should get themselves on dangerous ground ; but 
s^ne-dther dejegates prevailed safat as to have the matter post^ 
poned \ and yet ^ey eosid not prevent the assigning of a day to 
ccaisider it. Senie little time beforei he Irad conversed with an- 
other gentleman, probably a Virginia delegate, about aconfedt-* 
rstt^U'i when iJiey agreed it must soon be brought on, and that 
iflall the colonies w(mld not tome into it, it had better be done ' 
bjr Aose that iadine to-it. Mr. Adams promised, he would en- 
dacrvcHif to unite the New-England colonies in confederation, ijF 
Tione crftlife rest would join in-it j the other approved of it, and 
•aid that if Mf. ^i Adams succeeded, he would cast in his lot " 
among 4befn. Many cC the^ principal gcntlemeti in the Massa* 
chusetts bav« been long urging their delegates at congre^ ia 
bridg forvi^rd independency ^ die xaotc so, for a persuasion 
that, resistance onto blood having been once made against the 
g»i«€rn«icntalineasu^8 the British spirit will never be quieted^ 
with anythingishort of those concessions and satisfactions, which' 
Americaas never mkke. General Washington has no wish> 
that the cor^ress would declare the colonies independent r but 
Hiany other officers, especially among tlic New-£nglanders, are 
desirous of it ^ though the situation of Aeir military affairs could 
of hite afford them no reasonable encouragement. They hav^ 
been obliged to change their army by a nevS^enlistroent under the 
mouthd of their enemy's cannon; and while employed in thi* 
operation, had not forsome time men enough to defend their \v^^ 
iiad the British troops commenced an attacks They had to giiard 
an e:j;tent of better than a d<)3exi miles, with few more troop* 
tlian what were in Boston. Such was the want of muskets^ 

' that 
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thatnvorderto supply the new enlisted soWienr, they foflcibly 
detained those belonging to the privates whose time was oot^. 
and wlia refused to serve longer ; but not without paying foC" 
them. 

Gem Grccir wrote ffom—Fi'o^ect Hili; January 4, rnel 
** Had- the enemy been fully acquainted with* our situation, t 
Cannot pretend to say what might have been the consequences^ 
I thfe day manned mc lines upon this hill, and feel a de^ee of 

fleasure that I have not felt for several dajrs* Our situation basu 
een criticaL We have no partof the militia'Cn this hill ; and the 
night after the old troops went off, I could not have musterei 
seven hundred men, notwithstanding the returns of thenew in- 
Jjsted h'oops amounted to nineteen hundred and upwardi I anii 
now strong enougkto^ defend myself against all the force tnBos- 
ton." Gen^ Washington thus expressed himself on the first of 
the m»nth : ^ It is not perhaps in tiie povwrof history to fur* 
mish a case like ours — to maintain a pj^st withinmusket shot of 

the enemy for six months together without {powder, he 

avoided inserting th«,w6rd lest the letter should miscarry ;) and' 
at the^same time todisbiind one army and recruit another, withiiv 
that distance of twentfodd Britisb r^giments^ is-more thanprob-^ 
able was ever* attempted.**' 

The eonduct of the New-TotSrers not answering' the desire* • 
of captain^ Sea«s^ he had for some time taken up his abode, in^ 
Connecticut. Being apprehensiVe,^ that general Clinton wha* 
was preparing to go lipon^nae expeditionwith a body of troops^ « 
might possibly be destined for Ncw-¥orlc^ and' considering of^ 
what importance it was that the city should not be possessed by 
liim, he came to gem Washington, and urged the necessity of!" 
its being secured by American forces; But the general could* 
spare no troops, every man of them being wanted in thcenvi.- 
rons. of Boston. Sears proposed that Washington should- write to< 
gov. Trumball,^ pressing him to raise two regiments for the ser^ 
vice. His application was strengthened by a letter of gcn» Lee*s,* 
who wrote tot the commander in chief, [Jan. 5.] " New- York- 
must be secured, but it will never, 1 am afraid, be secured by 
direct orders of congress for obvious reasoi^^ I propose that you* 
shonid detach me into Connecticut, and lend your name for coK- 
Itcting ^ body of volunteers. I am assured, thati shall find no^ 
liSficuity in assembling a sufficient number for the purpose w-an- 
^ftd-. Thds measttre I think absolutely neeessaTy to our salvation ; . 
and if it meets with your approbation, tin? sooner it is entered'; 
mpon tile better — indeed-the delay of a single day may be fatal**^ 
Mr. }ohn Adams being at Watcrtown with the general. courts' 
ge^ Wasbiitgjtoit desired his opiiiion on Lee's plan* Mr. Joh4' 
' • Adams^ 
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Adams, in a letter oT Sife nex!t day, [J«m. 6^] showed that the 
^lan was practicable, expedient, ^;id lay pmperiy within his ex- 
^celleticy's ^uthonty, without ^f^irther directions from con- 
egress. H« took, notice that a fecxay of |>eople on Long-Island 
were ijitrenching themselves professedly to appose the Ameri- 
•can system ; that there Ivas a bbdy of tories in the city of New- 
York waiting only for a forcft to protect them ; and that the, 
Jersey troops had been alreadyy^r^cred t© that city. The mea-^ 
sures to be taken being settle^* th^ dispatches were got ready, 
•aad Capt^ Sears ^t off with thcna, for Connecticut. [Jan. 8*] 
•Gov. Trnmbull W^s much plQftsed^|[ot tlie committee of safetv- 
together, hastened the imsiness, ^pd cok Waterbury and col- 
Ward'^ regiments were raised and ready to march, by the time 
jjen. Lee got to Stamford, witliin fifty miles of New- York, and 
near upon two hundred and fifty miles from Cambridge. Lee 
^set off on the 1 ith ; and when at New-Haven, one hundred 
^amd sixty miles distant, ivrotc on the 16th to Washington. " I 
^all send immediately an express to congress informing tliem of 
my situation and ^t the same time conjuring them^ ly^t to^suf-* 
ikx the accursed provincial congress of New-York to defeat mpa^ 
«uressoabsolutelynecessarytoour salvation." Manj*of the New^. 
York provincial congtess (if not th^ majority) were adjudged leal 
%ories> some^o deemed might be only timed whigs. . By the22d. 

fen. Lee had collected at Stamford 1200 Connecticut troops. The 
lew- York Committee of safety were very averse to his marching 
^em into the city, and wrote to him upon the o<?ca«ioii. He an<» 
*wered with much prudence, Skjdgment and resolution ; and sent 
tp the continental congress for aSvice» They directed liim to 
Impair to the pity, and appoint three of their na^mhers to meet 
hvai there, and advise with him on the measures proper to be 
pursued. He was detained at Stamford witli the gout. The 
tnembers from congress and col. Watery being at New-York, 
gen. Lee directed capt. Sears to take Waterbury's regiment, and 
iQarch it immediately for the city* At King's-bridge he was met 
by a number of citizens, who intreated him to halt, for that the 
enemy had declared that if any troops came jn, they would bum 
the city. Sears pleaded his orders, and marched on. When 
nearer the city he was applied to afresh* and strongly urged to 
xenpiain at a distance from it ; he observed, that njeithcr themem^ 
lers of congreiss nor qoh Waterbury, had sent him any orders.; 
he therefore continued his naarch into the city- . The citizenji. 
were in tlie utmost confusion, expecting the enemy would exe* 
cute their threats, but they refrained. [Feb. 4.] Gci|. Lee came 
0|i when able ; and arrived at New-York in l^ss thaa two hour* 
«ftcr gcflt CUatw arrived at the Hook, iu the Mercury, toge- 
ther 
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Ifetr widi^a traiii^oit bng» Their Arrival threw tlie city lutp such 
a convulsion as it never knew before. Thqugh it was the $a)»« 
ba& the inhabitants were engaged in moving away their effccu 
the whole day, and continueait ail night. Gen, Clinton saiit4. 
fcom Boston on the l^th^ with a number of grenadiers and light 
infantrvi as supposed for Virginia* HcS touched at the Hoisk^ 
prdbably to consult gov. Tryon, and see whether anything efiec* 
taal could be xione to strengthen the British interest in New-Yadc. 
A^fter a short tarriance, he proceeded to tl^e southward. Gen. 
Xec, upon his arrival gave out, ^ If the men. of war set qm 
lioiise on fire in consequence of n)y coming, I will chain a hoo* 
ored 0f their friends together by the neck, and make the hoi^ 
Hmt funeral pile*" He would in all likelihood, have retaliaded 
in some fonaidable manner* While Clinton remained at ttko. 
Hook, various works were erected for the defence 6t the ciCf» 
' Nine days before his arrival, on the 26th of January, and a week 
afttr his sailing, care was taken to send over to Long'^Istaad «e* 
wa fauhdred of the Jersey militia, and three hundred of the Jei^ 
Hf i[^gu|fir$, to disarm those persons in Queen's county wj^ 
apposed Ankrican iibefty, and to secure thei^r leaders^ ^ich 
«tas accomplished. 

Tke congress, Irec^Iving information of the disai&ctioR pf the 
ia&)Ebitants of Tryon county, resolved upon di^rming them, an4 
pDoviding fdr the future tranquility of those pkrts. Itiey cdm^ 
l^^tted the business to gen. Scuyler. The general having 00 
trcft>ps at 'Albany t6 Carry intd eicecutioa ^ir resolution^, was 
mfick^ the necessity of communicating his busti^ess t<> the sub-cofli* 
taittee of the county, after having administered an ^ath of secr^* 
ty* They contrived to calt upon 700 militia j but so gi^at Wfs 
tbeseal of thcpe^le, that they follqwed in sudh numbers (i4-. 
though the weather was cold in the exU«n>e) that by ^e time k% 
reached Caghnawajga, h^ had near 3000 men, includW 900 of 
the Tryon county maitia. [^an. 16.] -On Tuesday me i^tk^ 
tt^gsfftetal matthed to Schenectady ; and in tJie evening, a dc- 
pOtalion &om the Mohawk Indians delivered him a spe^ in ji 
faaf«ghty tone, evidently calpulated to prevent his proceeding tQ 
Sir John Johnson's, who was thought, or knoff n to be n^ing 
military preparations. Scuyler, in his answer told tli^id, that j|# 
had full proof, that many )>eople in Johnstown, and the »e^^- 
bdurliood thereof, had for a considerable time past n^ade pce^^^ 
trliokis to carry into execution the wicked design of the king^# 
c<ll*counsellors, and added, ** We have no objection, day, We 
Irish that you and your wairiors should be' present to bear ^^^feal 
%f««feaUpm»ose to Sn: J^hn, Imd the people in imd about'Jbflj^ 
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town, who ace olir enemfes. But we b^ of you to tell jrour 

warriors, that although we have^no quarrerwith them, yet if we 

should be under the disagreeable necessity of fighting with our 

enemies, and your warriors should join them and fight against us, 

' that we will repel force by force." They replied and said," Brother 

Scuyler, the great maa, attend* Every thing that has been said 

to us, brother, has been perfectly agreeable to us, &c." A let- , 

ter w£is sent to Sir John Johnson, requesting a meeting with him 

the next day,,and assuring hun, that he and such, persons wlipm 

he mightchoose to attend hiai, shpuld pass safe and unmolested to 

the place where he might meet hitti, and from thence back to 

the place of his abode. Sir John accordingly met gen. Scuy- 

' ler abiiut sixteen miles beyond Schenectady accompanied by some 

of tlie leading Scotchmen, and two. or three others, when pro- 

|M>sals were made io him : he begged time to answer until tiic 

'nexf evening, to' which Scuyler consented. [Jan. 18.] On 

Thursday the general approathed within four miles of Johnstown. 

"Sir Johflrsent out answers to the proposals of.tlie preceding day, 

^Ihich not being satisfactory, the genei;al determined to mar«h bis 

troops to Johnson-hall, without delay ; but gave ^Sir Jol^ till 

twelve at night to reconsider the matter, after which he WQuld 

receive no proposals* At twelv^ an answer came from Sir Jfohn, 

^ in behalf ot himself, the inhabitant$ of KingsboroUgh, and tjhc 

' neighbouring adjacent. It was agreed to deliver up ail cannon, 

\ arnas, and military stores whatsoever, that to his knowledge vverc 

"fti the.country> a few favourite family aroas exc^|>ted : that 5ir 

' John,'having given his Jxarole of honour not to take up arms a- 

fainst America, shall confine himself to, certain limits : — that the 
cotch .inhabitants shall surreiider thcirarms, and the general ipay 
take any six prisoners from.anaong them as he chooses, withotut 
xesistanc^.> to be treated however with humanity, and with all due 

; jtleference to rank : that the inhabitants shall gfve up their amis^ 
and enter into like engagements with the Scotch inhabitants : — 

' ^jid that all the men referred to in the above articles §hall be pa- 
raded ^t Johnstown on Saturcfay at twelve o'clock, ^nd ground 
their girms in the presence of such troops as the general niay ap- 
point. These terms were agreed to, and on tlie next day genc- 

-ijal. Scuyler marched to Johnstown. £jan, 20.] On Saturday 
hp Jrcw up his men in the street ; and the highlanders, between 

"two and three hundied marched to the front where they grouiid- 

' jed"t]^eir arms. These secured the general dismissed them witU 
ah exhortation, pointing out the only conduct which could insuie 
theni protection. In ^le evening he returned to Cagnuage, leav- 
wig c<S. Herkimer and the com;nittee of Tryon county to receive 
t^e arms of the remeucd^r, andtoli^i on sixoftiieprincipariead- 
VoL. II. ' C ers 



Digitized by VjOO^IC^ 



/ 



U The H r ST Ol^ w the [j/. d. irm 

%rs to send to him. He expected that tlie whole disarmed^ or ta 
be disarmed, would amount to above six hundred. Gen. Scuy'^ 
ler's conduct was highly approved by congress ; and those whd 
accompanied him in the expedition .w£ie praised foe tliekpatrU 
©tic services. 

The foJlowing detached articles of intelligence must.jiotbo 
omitted.. la tiie first week in January, gov. Franklin's dispatch* 
cs for the ministry were seized by lord Sterling's troops- and sent 
to congress.. A bout, the middle of the months the Jersey men 
descried a^ trans^port at seai They procured several boats, and 
sailed in quest of her with- four days provision. Lord Sterlings 
commanded. Upom their coming^up and along side of her, she 
was taken, without any resistance, fortlie sailois swore they wouJ4 
not figjit for common wages. The Americans are making saltr 
petre all over the continent, from New-Hampshiie to Viiginia^ 
iitciusively. 
* Let us return to the neigbourfiood- of Boston. 

(Feb. 8*] Major Knowlton was dispatched with a hundred 
men to make an^ incursion mto Charlestown, and bum- a nun>^ 
ber ofhouses, thattheymigbt be no longer of service toihe en^ 
my. . H-e^rossed the iniU-dam u[>on tlie ice? between Cobble HilL 
and Banker's Htli r.and immediately proceeded down the street, 
on the westerly side of the last hill, and destroyed about ten^hpu^ 
ses, and brougiit off a few muskets.- iie performed the whote 
in less tlian an hour, without the loss of a single man kiUed %r 
wown^d, though the British^arrison kept up a consideraW^ firer 
of musketry from Bunker's Hill, This expedition. confoundetL 
the amusementcatrying on in Boston, at the same instants 

'Fhe British- soldiers were much afflicted witli sickness and the:: 
scurvy, occasioned by the wimt of vegetables an^ fresh provisions^, 
notwithstanding the powerful exertions made at home, to thrown 
in supplies. Many of the vessels, which were loaded inEnglaiwi* 
With Hve stock, vegetables and porter, had been either taken an 
the coast of America, or blown off to the West-Indies, by the 
severe nortk-west winds, which usualiy prevail during the winter 
months. Out of 40 sail of transports only eight had arrive4. 
None ofthese things however hindred the oflicers from amusing 
themselves, all they could, in the present situation* They bad 
their balls and theatre, tliat sothey might forget themselves, wbiic- 
seemingly forgotten by their native country. It so happened that 
they had fihi^ed attending iht Bmy Body ; and the scnes wdrcL: 
changed, that the ferce of the Blockade o/Bostoriy said to be writ^ 
ten by gen. Burgoyne^ might be performed. The figure designs- 
ed fbrgen. Washington had just made his appearance (asweareu 
tuld),up6n the stage, with a- large wig and long custy sword, to*^ 

^ • gether. 
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•getfecr wlh hisorderly Serjeant, who had on bm sholders a rusty 
gun seven feet long ; now it w^ts, that one of the regular ser^ 
;^^nts came running on the stage, t}\rew down his b?iyonet and 
-called out lustily, " the Yankees are attacking Bunker'* Hili/' 
Tliey who were unacquainted with the farce, thought that this 
Was a part of it, but wlien gen. Howe cried onXrOfjkers tQ%four 
^urm posts^ instead of mirth and laughing, there was shrieking, 
crying, fainting, &c. . 

The inhabitants of the town have been supplied with fresh pro* 
-visions once in a while from Nova-Scotia. Within two days of 
4he above affair, a sloop arrived with beef, poulti'y and hay, the 
.|iay sold for a guinea a hundred weight, the beef for one and 
«ix-peace the pounds geese nihe sbiWing a pieoe^ and otlierarti*^ 
'cles proportionably^ in sterling money* . ^ » 

. There was such a continued backwardne3$jn tlie Araericanf 
to serve in tlie army, that gen* Washington ws^s more and rao«e 
convinced that it could never be raised to tlie new estaWishnient 
i>y voluntary inlistments* [Jan 18.} Such was its present Jne- 
^^ality to capital operaticvns, that it w^Sf unjisiiDaou&ly -s^-eed^ ia 
^ i'OURcif of w^rj to request thiiteen regiments ^f miUtia te^.be tA 
^Cambridge by the first of February, and to^renoain tf wantfidr to 
the last of Marchy that sq ^ vigoi"ous attempt might, be ®^e oa 
*tbc^rmy at Boston, if piacticable. The news.Qit the unsuccess* 
-ful attempt Upoia Quebec, and gea* M(^ntgomery's death,. [Jaa. 
'dM-J] was pwhliclyknown not only in the Amijrican quarters but 
at Bostoi^* Let nac give youaji account ol" tiie.«ege down. to 
-the^alfestint^lUgenoe from thence, 

TI>e garrison, of Quebec^ when gen. . Mo^ottmiy aj^ipeared 
ijlefore i^ consisted of cok Maclean's meni a hundred and seven*. 
<f ;' a company of the seventh regiment, sixty ;. marines, forty % 
•*inilitia> about eight hundred ; and seamen belonging to the king's 
■- feegates and to the merchant skaps which wintered in the barior, 
four hundred and fifty ;.inall} fifteen hundred and twenty. The 
genci'al was at the head of upwards of eighthiindredn^ent on^T 
so smallwas the force he brought with him, after leaving a corps 
at Montreal ; and so much was A4-noldV<letachment rdduced, by 
,- .the return of col. Enoe's division and other .unfavorable circum- 
stances. Thus you see the besiegers were little morc^than half 
the garrison. Upon his appearifsg befoi^.tlie city he sent for- 
' ward a flag of truce which was fired upon by order of JSir Guy 
-"^Carleton ; [Dec. 6, nT5.] at this gen. Montgomery was so pro- 
voked, that the next day te wrote to Sir Guy a letter, in which 
lie departed from tlie common mode of eonveyiog i^is sentiments, 

•* f Gcn«ral Mofltgomery'i Ifiter of Deccm'icr i$". 

and 
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and made use of threats and language that be would othennsehaval 
probably declined. Notwithstanding the inclemency of the dea^t 
Mn he set about erecting works. His batteries were composed:: 
of snow and water, which soon became solid ice. He planted on 
them five pieces of ordnance, twelve and nine pounders^ wkhone 
howitzer; but the artillery was inadequate, and made no impress' 
sioH ; it was therefore soon in contemplation to storm the cky^ 
[Dec. 16.] A council was held by all the commanding officers, 
of col. Arnold's detachment in the evening ; and a large major- 
ity was for storming the garrison, as soon as the men were pfo*- 
vided with bayonets, spears, hatchets, and hand granades. In a 
few days several of the men were ill of the sn^aU^pox those who 
were- well and fit for service were ordered to wear hemlock s[Hrig9t^ 
in their hats to distinguish them in the attack upon the works. 
[Dec. 25.] Col. Arnold's detachment paraded in the evenings • 
at capt. Morgan's quarters, when gen. Montgomery attended; 
and addressed themon the subject of an assauk on Quebec, in tt 
sensible spirited manner. The scheme of storming was wholly^ 
the general's who in the council of war on the cxrcasion, shorn- - 
ed the necessity, practicability, and importance of it, in such a - 
-dear and convincing manner^ that they were all agreed and fuU ' 
in the measure. !^t he was forced into the schenae from thi» 
circumstance, that a part of his army had to serve no^ longer 
than to the end of the year, and three companies of Arnold'^ de-^ 
tachmentwcre uneasy, ajid were determined to return borne. Him 
army did not now exceed eight hundred skk and well ; onlysevea 
hundred and thirty were fit for duty, t The attempt had the ap-. 
pearaac^ of rawness, but the general was persuaded that^men, 
, who had behaved so well, would follow hin>, and that many of Sir' 
Ouy Carleton's forces would not %ht, when actual service com- 
menced. The general in his dispatches wrote, [Dec 3^.] ^' I 
have so early reported to you mydetern>ination to return home^ • 
I take it for granted measures are taken to supply n>y place,* 
Should not any body arrive,^ I must conclude congress mean to 
leave the management of affairs in gen. Wooster's hands, ( Woos- 
tcr was at Montreal.) If this business should terminate in a block- 
ade, 1 shall think myself at liberty to return. However if possi-- 
ble, I sliall first make an effort iov the reduction €xf the town; i 
Iv^ reason to believe, when I Wrote last, tlie troops wellinelined 
for a coup de main. I have, since discovered, that three compa- 
nies of col. Arnold's detachment are averse. They are within a 
few day of being free from their en^gements : I must try everjr 
measure to prevent their departure/' {Dec- 27.] The ncxr day 

-^JisJ^aA'M Icftcrio m* 
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at^vdsfligtbc tr^ps asdedsblcd by bis order, with design t6 make 
an attack and were about td martsh, when a fresh order came for 
their returning to qifiiiters^^— the weather bdng thought not pro* 
per* » Several ttien deserting to the enemy, the general was in-* 
dnoed'tcr alter bis plan, so that no part of it iranspired to the be-' 
sieged^ (Dec. &a] The weather being stormy^ and the ladder*^ 
being ready, the troops we^e ordered to parade at twb o'clock 
the next mornkig. • : 

[Dee. 31.] The troops assemble at the time appointed — tiiey* 
that are to r»ake the attack by the way of Cape Diamond, 
al-the general^ quarters on the heights of Abraham, and are head- 
ed by the general — they that ai-e to-make the attack through the 
Sfiburbs of St. Roe, at the guard-house in St. Roe, and are head- 
end By col. Arnold. The .division under Montgomery consists of 
t^e l3t; 2d. 3d. and 4th. battaliohs of the New- York troops, and 
part ef col. Easton's regiment; but of about two hundred mcM 
only. The division un^r Arnold is made up out of the twobat-^ 
t^iohs detached from Cambridge, and amourit to about three 
hundred. CoL Livingslon, with a regiment of one bund red and 
skty Canadians, and m^jot Brown with part of a regiment of 
Massachusetts troops, are to make a false attack upon the walls 
to the southward of St, John's gate, and in the mean^time to set 
fire Jo tlie gate with the combustibles prepared for that purpose. 
The colonel is also to give the signals for the combination of at- 
tach, which is to begin exactly ai>five e'clock. (It is said that 
capt. Fraaer of the emigrants^ then o& picket, going his rottedsi 
saw the rockets fired off as sisals, andfrdhi his knowledge of the 
service forming a conjecture of what would happen, beat to' 
arms without owl^rs, and so prepared the garrison ror defence.) 
ThediiFerent routes the assailing bodies have to make, the depth 
of the snow, and other obstaeJes, prevent me execution of Li- 
A^ingston's command. The general moves with his division, at- 
tended by a number of carpenters, tb the pickets at Cape Dia- 
nwnd. ^ These arc soon cut with the saws, and the general pulls 
them down witli his own hands. He enters with hispid de camp 
Mr. M*Pher^6n, Mr, Antill the engineer, capt. Cheesenian, and 
the carpenters. As they are entering, their guides forsake them ; 
^hich alarms the general and other officers, who are unacquaint- 
ed witlvthe pass and situation of the enemy's artillery. They 
however press on. The general observing that the troops do not 
follow wrbi spirit, calk out *^ Fie ! tor shame ! shall the New- 
York troops desert the cause in the critical moment ? Will you 
not foHow when your general leads ? Push on brave boys, Que^ 
bee is ours." A few act with resolution, advance, and attack 
tlie guard-house, when the enemy give a discharge of grape shot 

from 
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from their cannon, and of small arms ; which Occasions the fall 
of the general, his aid de camp, capt. Cheeseman and others/ 
The firmg from the g^i^rd-house ceases, by the enemy's quittirigf 
their post, and the opportunity offers for the assailants to push 
iiMTward with success. But the deputy quarter naaster generaf 
Campbell, with the rank of a colonel, assufnes the command ; 
and not being equal to the. special service of the moment, unhapJ 
pily orders a retreat, which takes place and the wounded arq 
carried off to the camp. 

We now corpe tp coL Ari^old's division, which is ordered toj^ 
proceed in the following manner, yiz. a lieutenant and thirty- 
men, are to march in front as an advanced guard ; then the ar- 
tillery compaijy with a field piece mounted on a sled ; after that^ 
the main body, of which capt Morgan's company is first. The 
advanced party is to open, when near the battery raised upon ^ 
wharf, which tlie assailants are obliged to attack in thejr way ; 
and when the fiqld piece has given them a *hot or two^ the ad-T 
vanced party ?re to rush forvyard with the ladders, and force thQ 
batte:nr, while capt. Morgan's company are to march round th^ 
wharf if possible^, oQ the ice. 3ut the snow bein^ deep, the 
piece of artillery is brought on very slpwly,and is finally obliged 
to be left bqhini The ro^in body also ^e led wrong. There? 
is DO road, the wa^j is dark and intricate, among stores, houses^j 
t>Qats and wharfs ^ and th^y are hara^ed at tlie same time with sl 
constant fire of the enemy irom. the walls, which kills ami 
wounds numbers, without tlieir being able in the lea^ to,annay^ 
them. The field pi^ce not coming up, the advanced party witJx 
capt. Morgan's company attack thp battery,^ some firing into the 
port-holes, or kind of embrasures,, wliile others scale the battery 
with ladders and immediately tsie possession of it and of the 
guard consisting or thirty m^n. This attack is executed witli 
such dispatch, that th^ enemy discharge only one of their can- 
Aon. One or two men are lost on each side. Colonel Arnold 
receives a wound in. one of his legs with a musket ball, and is car- 
ried to the general hospital. When the prisoners are taken c^re 
of, and a few mep come up (which is in about half an hour) the 
men attempt the next barrier, but cannot force it as the maiii 
body is some time before it can arrive, occasioned by the before^ 
jiientioned obstacles. The enemy moreover, having the oppor^ 
tunity, from the retreat of Montgomery's division attcr his fallj 
turn their whole force and attention upon this, so thA before it 
can attempt the sccQnd barrier the assailed get such a numbef 
of naen behind the barrier, and in the houses, that the assailants 
ase surrounded with a fire from treble their number, and find it 
impossible to force it, the former being under cover, while the 

latter 
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l^^v are quite exposed : here they lose some brave officers and 
men.- What adds to their embarrassment, they faii of being aidi- 
ed by a company of their comrades, who were quartered on the 
north side of the river St. Charles, and nothaviftg noticePin sea- 
son, in endeavouring to join the mai'ti body, are surprised And 
tjiostly taken prisoners, by a party, who make a sortie through, 
palace gate. They who are near the second barrier, at length 
take possession of some houses, and from them keep up a constant 
fire for Some time ; but as tlife party, which sallied Out -of pa*- 
lace gate, comes ivpon the -rear of the assailants, aiftd the number 
of these is greatly iessehed by killed and wounded,^ it is thought 
best to retreat to the first battery. This they do With the gieatesl! 
part of their men, i?^here» upon a consultation of officers present,, 
it is. the unanimous opinion, that a further retreat is impractica*. 
ble. They maintain their ground till ten o'clock and all hop6 
of relief being over, are at last obliged to surrender prisoners of 
war, with great reluctuance. 

By the best account that Can be obtarned at present, they have 
lost ill killed and wounded about a hunldred— one captain an4 
two lieutenants killed — col. Arnold, two .captains, two lieu* 
tenants, and a brigade major, wounded. The loss of tlie gene- 
ral's division is, the general, his aid, capt. Cheesseman, and half 
a score privates killed, beside the wounded. The general waft 
«Shot through both his thighs and his head. His body was takeil 
ii|i the next day: an elegant cofSft was prepared, and hfe wdaf 
Recently enterred the Thursday after. We are told, that when 
hh body was taken up his fesMiures Were ttot in the teaSt distorted, 
^ut his countenance appeared regular, serene and placid — ^lik^ 
the soul that had lately animated it. The general Was taH and 
blender, well limbed, of easy, graceful and liismty address.—^ 
]pe had the voluntary love, esteem and confidence of the whol^ 
avfny. He was of a good family iii Ireland, and served with re* 
putation in the late War with France. His exgelleflt qualities 
and disposition procured him an uncomnnon share of private af* 
fection — his abilities, of public esteem. His death is considered 
as a greater loss to the American cause, than all the others with 
Which it was accomparticd. 

When the continental troops had collected after the un^uccess* 
(\3l attack on Quebec, there was a dispute who should command 
and whether it was advisable to raise thfe siege, or t^ry until ^ 
Reinforcement should arrive. A council of war agreed, that 
<RqI. Arpold should command, and should contimie the siege, bfr 
rather the blockade, which was accordingly done, apparently at 
iko small risk, as they had not many iiiorfe th^n four'liundred 
ipen & for duty. But they retired about tth*efe ttiiles* from tti^ 
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city, and posted themselves advantageously*. After nientk>ning« 
that the prisoners niade in the attempt to surprise Montreal h3Vc 
been sent to Great^Britain, and col. Allen in irons, let us return- 
to Bostdnand its environs* 

[Feb. 14.] About four in the morning, a party from the 
castle under col. Leslie joined another, amounting to about five 
hundred, sent over the ice to Dorchester Neck fay gen. Howe. 
Thejr burnt about half a dozen houses; but the general's scheme 
failed. He had been up the v^rhole night, getting rea4y for an 
-attack with a- large body of troops. He expected, that the 
burning of the houses would occasion such an alarm, as to put 
the American officers upon sending from Roxbury lines a large 
reiirfarcement, and thereby giving him an advantageous oppor* 
tunity of attacking them ; but at day break, he found their men 
«s usual at their alarm posts, so that he declined it. The strengtii 
of the ice having been tried in one place, and the frost continu- 
ing, general Washington was desirous of embracing the season 
for passing over it, from Cambridge side into Boston. He laid 
before a couticil of war [Feb. 16.] the following question: '* A 
stroke well aimed at thiscritical juncture, may pat a final period 
to the war> and restore peace and tranquility so much to be ^ 
wished for, and therefore whether, part of Cambridge and Rox- 
bury b^ys being frozen over, a general assault should not be 
nsade on Boston ?" General Ward opposed the idea> sayings 
**Thc attack must be made with a view of bringing on an eib' 
gagementv or of driving the enemy out of Boston, and either 
end will be answered much better by possessing Dorchester 
heights." General Gates was also against it. The commander 
in chief was evidently for it. He did not appear enough sensi- 
ble of the importance of Dorchester heights; and probably con- 
fided too much in the courage and perseverance of the continen- 
tal troops and militia. When the votes were called for, the ma- 
jority were against the attack. The commander in chief could 
not refrain from showing that he was greatly dissatisfied. But 
a negative being put on the question, the next point to be con- 
sidered was, whether they should possess themselves of Dorchester 
heights, with a view of drawing flie enemy out. This wa$ 
agreed upon ; and the conducting of the business was left wholly 
%o general Ward, who with generals Thomas and Spencer, com* 
manded on that quarter. They had been for some time collect- 
ilig fadcines, gabions, &c. unknown to general Washington^ 
ifi e^^ctation that the same would be wanted for this purpose* 

* Colaoel Meig'i maoitscripti^ and Dr.Un&'t letter, have farnifiied moft 
of tlie above paitkuUci^ 

Ylad- 
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'|f^4hey BOt practised such foresight, dt is to be much doubted 
^iwrhetberthey could have, been in sufficient forwardness. The 
ttiilitia, which were called for from the New-Ei^gland colonies 
tpa^istia some grand operation meant to be undertaken betweeii 
<tbe first of February and the end of Msu'ch, colkctedapace ; but 
the w^nt cif arms was prodigious. Every thing was cai^ried on 
with the 4itnaost expedition ; that so the heights naight be occupi- 
'ed as SQoaa&possible, The design was no secret, and many were 
fearful, that, general Howe would secure them before the Amer- 
icans—but he could not^pare a -sufficient force for the purpose. 
Not only so, hut tber^ was neither water nor covexing upon 
the :beights.;'and had a c^rj^s bee« enyiloj^d by him to |;ain tl>e 
possession o(f them, it would have been in danger ^f being sur- 
^rounded, of having its^;onamunication cut o£^ and of beit^g ob»' 
<]iged to sursender in jes&than twenty -'four Ja^urs, iltrough the 
-severity off the weather. 

. [Feb. 2^^] The Anacricans had g«it forty-five batteaus, each 
%o carry eighty men, and two floating batteries^^ stationed at the 
;jnputk 0f GaoAridgQ river ; by the help of these, they me^wi t» 
iush into the west of Boston, should the ^nemy make a serious 
^ai&in of Dx»cbester. A <ounoil of war was called to &% the 
4ini.e fi^ going upon the heights. The quarter master geneijal^ 
*€oIonei MiiHin^ was summoned to the council for the &st 
"^tin^e. 0e went ^prepossessed in favor «rf the mght of March 
"^tft^ fourth, a friend having refunded hia^ that prob^ly tte 
action would be the ne^t 4iay ; and that It jvould have a wander«* 
iul ^effect ^ip^a the spirits of the New-JCngtenders, to tell Ihem 
when about engagii^ — *" remeipber the fifth of Majedii and a- 
trenge yourselves for tl>e massacre at Boston.'* When required ' 
<to give his opinion, he spafce m favor of the aforementio^d 
vii^ht, and supported it in opposition to the ^contrary sentifoent 
•ergencral XJates, ^lo for some reasons deemed it an improper 
{time. After a debate it was carried for that night by a majority 
•of ooe^ It was included, tliat several regiments of , militia from 
the neighbouring towns, should ma^ch in, and da duty for a few 
^ays on the lines of Dk>rchester and Roxbury, Among other 
preparations which had been making against the day of actioiv 
lA^ doctors, surgeons, mates, &c. had been preparing two thou^^ 
^flnd bandages for broken legs, arms and dangerous wounds.—^ 
' Tb^gh mis circumstance was well known in camp, the mcja 
1^ not appear daunted at the idea of the horrid carnage it im-.^ 
■parted.' There was a spirit of animation among them, intimat- 
ing a strong desire of coming to blows with the enemy. To con- 
ceal ^ design of th6 Americans, and to di\jert the cner^c^yfe at- 
teflioii, a verv heavy service of cannon and mortars began to 
Vol. II. ' D - play 
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play upon the town, between ten and eleven, on Saturday nieht, . 
[March. 3.] from Cobble Hill, Lech mere's point and LamVs-- 
tiam, a foi-tified battery at Roxbury. The firing was contmuccH 
aH that, aad thetwo succeeding nights, I'he first night, two* 
.<jeven inch, and one ten inch, Sind the congress mortar barst; the ' 
last after firing twice or tbfrice. ^ Till the Saturday mght, the/* 
enemy didnot beiieve that the continentals had so many wart- 
like instruments, v Bat Mr. Henry Knox, -who was unanimously* 
ejected by congress colonel of the regiment of artillery the 17th" 
of last November, had been toTyconderoga, and brought fronfi, 
thence and Crown Point across the kkes, while fcozen suflSciCnt 
to bear cannons, mortars and howitzers,* to the number of fifty^ 
and better. ^ Shells, &c. they had got from thevking's store at: 
New-Yorkj- and out 6f the ordnance brig* The cannonader 
and bombammentdid littledamage, only shattered some houses*/ 
and hurt a few soldiers. 

[March 4>] Ail thing8*beihg ready on -Tiidnday ; as soon "as- 
the evening admits, the expedition goes forward. The Co-*- 
veriag party oi 800 men lead tlie way ; then come the carts with- 
tbe intrenching tools; after them the itmn working body dF 
al)out 1200 under general Thomas: a train of more than 30* 
carts, loaded with tascines,^ hay in bundles of . 7 •or 80© weigiit^^ 
&c. close the martial, procession.. T^e bandies of hay atsc de-^ 
signed for Dorehester neck, which is-very low, and exposed -tcrr 
be raked by tlie enemy ; and are to be laid-oa the side next tor 
them, to cover the Americans in passing and repassing. Everyr- 
man know-s his place and business. . The covering party, whcopi 
lipon the ground, divides ; half goes to the point nearest to Bos-f- 
ton, the either to that next to the castle. AU possible-sitenise i»4 
observed. But there^is no ^occasion to order the whips to b^ 
taken from the waggoners, lesttheir impatienee, and the difficul-^^ 
ty of the roads skould induce them to make-use of them, aadoc*- 
casion an alarm*. ' T4ie whips used by the drivers of theseox^-- 
carts, are not formed for making much noise, .and can give. nte^. 
alarm at a distance. The men in driving tlieir oxen comRM)aljr: 
make most noise with their voices ; and- now a regacd to- their-' 
own safety dictates to them,* to speak to their cattle, as they move 
en, in a whispering note. There are no bad roads to require aii* 
exertion; for the frost having been of long continuance, the]r- 
are so bird frozen as'^to be quite good. The wind lies so as ttt> 
carry what noise cannot be avoided by driving the stakes and^ 
^cking against the ground j (still frozen* above eighteen iHchem-^ 

tPSee tbe]Mirq9ii de Chtficllux*i traveUm NortluAfiiferkti v^ ii. p. a^5w - 
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^iSeepin many pla(ics) into the harbour between the town and the 
^castte, so tbatnt cannot be heard and regarded by any who have 
^o suspicion of -what is>carrying on especially as there is a con- 
^nued caanonade on both sides. Many of the carts make three 
itnps some fotir ; for a vast quantkiy of materials have bee« col- 
lected, ^^peciaUy-chandelieis and* facsihes. By ten o'clock au 
*;jiight.tlietroops have raised tw» forts, one open each hilJ, suffi- 
-cientvto defend .tlreoi froan small arms and; grape shot. Tire 
-Jiight is remarkably -mild, a finer for -working could not have 
Cb^en sellected eiutof ^Ihe three hundred and sixty-five. They 
'Continue working with the 4itmost spirit, till relieved the Tues- 
-day naorniag. (March ^.) about three^ ^It is so-hazy below th"e 
•height that the men oannoljfee «eca, thdugh it isa bright moon- 
Jight night, above on. the hills. It is sonve-time after day breufk 
*bfifore.the nrunisteriali^te ialk>ston caacleariy discern the ne^^ 
-crec^ forts. They loom to great advantage, and are thought 
;to b^ much lai»ger/tha*i- is* rf ally the''Qa«E.%Geiierdi Howe is asto- 
nished ypon -seeing what has been done; ^scraiches his head and 
is heafd-tosa^y, ** Ifcnow mot what Ishall^do ; ti^ r-ebeis have 
.done moce-in one night, than my whole army would have done 
«in:months.'* The admiral informs him, that, if the Arapricaris 
,|>osses$ those heights he cannot keep one .of his riiajesty's ship*; 
.in., the harbour^ -A council of war determines to -attempt dis- 
4pdgii^tben[u 

Geiieral Washington lias settled- his plan of defence and of- 

rfenee. Boston is so surrounded on every land side by neighbour- 

dvkg hitls, that nothing can take place on the wharves or next to 

4he w^ter, but it .may be noted by the help of glasses^ Proper 

::^ignal& haying been agroed -^n,'by means of tlie 1m11»v whkh ape 

,4in view one of another, inteUigencecanbe conve^yed instantly 

J^om Dorchester heights 'to Ruxbury, and fcom Roxbury to 

.daiiibridge and so <he ;i"eMersev lliis mode of eommunicatln^ 

.information is tlie sjpeediest ajid safcst* ^General Wasliington ■ s 

^lan is, in case aay number of 4he enemy leave Boston to at- 

..tack the heights and -are defeated, to communicate such defeat 

^ythepr^^per signal, wiien 4 WO provincials aie to cross ovci: 

from Cambridge side, and attempt the -town in the confusion 

H*that the regulars will be under. The boats Ure prepared, an^l 

4he men . paraded ready to embark. General Sullivan con^- 

,i3aa|ids the hrstdivision, and general Green the second. Geii. 

Heatk objected to tlie command when offered, and rtii^ains it^ 

,4>eif(»ct safety wiU\ the. troops left in Cambridge. The who)*? 

ioice which the commander in chief now has, including all thd 

«mlitLa, i» not m^h ^bort of '^0,000. 

. , ■ ' . * "A ■ 
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All is htfrry and bustle iir Bbstom Central Howe ofderrthe 
ladders in town to be cut to ten fett lengthy that ibejvaaf he 
fit for scaling. A iarge body of troops are to enabaiic o«i boavA 
the transports, and to proceed down th^ harbour^ witii ar vieW 
of landingin the hoUow between the furtherest of the tw^o fortified 
hills and the castle^ l^^he men are observed by one, at wkog^ 
door they are drawir up before embarking; to look i» gehersty 
pale and dejected j and are heard t& sayy " It wili be a;nother 
Bunker's Hill affair, or worse"— they have adopted the iprevatling 
mistake of Bunker's for Breed's Hill. Sonse sh»w great reso* 
lution and boast of what they will do with the rebels. Wheft 
these troops, amounting to alKHJt 2,000, and designed to-be tuMiet 
the command of lord Percy,^ are upon< the wharves, and passing 
in the boats to tlic trs^ispcMrts, the Americans expect they are w^ 
tended for an immediate attack, clap their hands for joy, aii4 
wish them to come on^ General Washington hi^peas at th^ 
instanft tb be on one of the heights ; thinks with bis- meft i unSt 
s^s to those who are at hand,—** Remember it i» the fifth di 
March, and avenge the death of your brethren." It is lAStemi* 
ly asked by such as are not near enough to hc«r,-«-" What say^ 
tiie general ?'' His words are given in answer. They fly ftotli 
man to man through all tlie troops- upon the spot, an4 a^ fuel 
- to the martial fire already kiitdled, and burning with uncommoif 
fittenseness/ The surrounding hills and elevations about Boston^ 
affording a secure view of the ground on Which the contendk^ 
parties are expected td eng^e, are alive with the nymerous sp6c- 

• tators that throng them. A more interesting and bloody scede i» 

• apprehended to be just upon commencing, than what presented 
' at Charlestown. They wait, as do the troops, oificers and pri- 
vates, the morning through ; and till far into the afternoon, 
when they are convinced of the tide's being «o far ebbed, that na 
attack can be made by general Howe onth« Tuesday, which in- 
deed is not his intention, for be is preparing to do it on the 
Wednesday* The transpoits go down in the evening toward 
the castle, a^floating battery is also towed down, but the wind is 
unfavorable, and before they reach their destination blows up 
iresh, and forces three of the vessels ashore on Governor's Island. 
A stomi succeeds at night, such as few remember ever to have 
heard ; and toward morning it ra'ns excessively bard. . 

[March 6.] The design of general Howe was hereby frus- 
^trated, and a deal of bloodshed providentially prevented. A 
council of war, was called in the morning, *nd agi-eed to evacu- 
ate the town as soon as possible. The time that had been gain- 
ed by the Americans for str^ngt^iening their works, before any 
attempt could be now made upon them, took away all 4}ope of 

sutcessi 
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MGC^s^'i which #ouId b^ve be^fi ^idcor^ otecarioi]» thati tdtpf^cted 

%y to«sota of coloft^l Mifflm's having advised to, iai^d provided k 

4iiMrge nrnnbgfr of bartelsr, fiUed With stones, gravel and sand» thtft 

^ere placed roi^ the ivorks, to be poBed down and break the 

Amt% of any^fmstiie advaticmg troopB, wheft asicetiding the hills. 

^e Is entitled to b^uoh ))raise for ail hfis eicertioiiSy ai^ paitici^ 

lariy for hiscoin'da^ ^n ijxis <k?casiottv 'fhere^as* full supply of 

3te4iii« and other req^kiteiB^forthfeservic^e -, affd though die raea 

>¥ere for a tvbile wifliout covei^ tod- swfter^d fr^m the rain and 

-cold, yet before Thtflrsday ^V^ing h^ had a number of barracks 

'Up ; they having bl;en frarxied befoi^haiid, ^d brought upon the 

^Kiund on Monday night. [March 7.] There was a general 

hurry and confusion in Boston % both troops and tories were sfis 

4iusy as^ possible in preparing to «iuit the town, and to aarry off 

ftllthcycould of their military stores and ValUaWe effects, Thte 

num'ber of transports, ^d vessels was diortof What were Wanted. 

In the beginning of last November, gen, Howe received a fet- 

iter from lord Dartmouth, aidvising t6 the evacuation of Boston, 

^aiid the retoeval of his tFOops to New-York. He excused hiitt- 

Aelf hy pleading he had not siifficient shipping. He was noir 

obliged to evacuate with fewer. 

[March 6.] -A flag was sent out from the delect men, a^- 

Mifuaihting general Wadikigton ^kh the intention of the troop^^ 

, and thadt general Howe Was disposed to leave the town standi^, 

'fMTOvided he could retire uninterrupted by the country. General 

Washington brought liimselfunderno obligation ; biit expressed 

^himself in words which admitted of a favorable construction, stml 

intimated his good wishes for the town's-people. He was at a 

loss to know .where it Was that gertetal He'we intelided going ; 

and though inclined to believe it was Halifax, yet to guard against 

Ihe evil of a mistake, while the British were preparing to fee 

gone, he sentoff the riflemen by land toNew-York, to assist in 

- securing that city. 

[March 9.] General HoWe issued a ipro«lamation, ordetiiig 
ail woollen and Hncn goods to be delivered to Crean Brush, esq. 

* be they in whose hands they might. [March 10.] Sundry shops 
belonging to persons in the country, were broke open and a|l 
the goods, ot whatever sort or kind, taken by the said Brush 
and put on board ship to be conveyed away. The next day 
shops were stripped by him of all their goods, though the owii- 

vers were in town. {March 12*] There was a licentious plun- 

- dcaring of ^^hops, stores and dwelling-houses, by soldiers and 
jailors, carrying destruction wherever they went : what they 

, cduid not carry away they destroyed. The nexCday the same 
scenes were renewed though expressly forbid in orders, and the 

guilty 
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fmliy ^reat^ned vutith4eath, if detected in that or firiqga ^ppse«. 
March 14.]/rhe Streets were barricaded in different .p^ts oC 
<the town, u^d dt^positjons nvade, as .tlH^ugb the troops would 
i^oon take tbefq departure. Sxoi?e? &c. were .-pliuidered by ^ailpjis 
/romtbe sbip^ of wgi;, Jed by their oflScers under pretence ofor- 
.4^TS from the admkal £Maj:ch 13.] Proclamation wa« mad^ 
hy She criiyrfor exery inhabitants tpkee^toiiis house from ekvcn 
^o'clock in. 4he morning itill night, Jest they should entity the 
troops in 4heir intend^ed ^mb^ikation ^ but the wind cooking 
^bout to .east, thisy.inosilyxe turned to their barracks .^gain.— - 
XMarch )-6.] The troops waiting only for a fair wind to embark^ 
Jiad littl^.else to study hut mischief, . which they ju-a^tised to a. 
^rea^; degree, by breaking open stores and tossing the contents^ 
beixig private proverty, into the dock ; destroying the furniture 
^f ev^ry house they could get into, and otherwise committing 
cv'^y kind of wautonne^s^ which disappointed malice couUl 

^March n.J A breast work was discovered, to be throwa 
iipby the Americajis at Nook's, Hill on Dorchester peninsul*^ 
whicli from if* jjroximity^ had an entire command of Boston 
Neck and the south end of tlie town— a work which the king!s 
troops had moiStle^rfL^llydreaded. Inconsequence of it, they be^ 

fan to embark at four, o'clock in the morning, and were Jill on 
oard and under sail before ten.* When it was certain Jhat tb^ 
were quite gon^e, seaich was made, for fear of what might be, and 
ibeg were discovered in sever?! houses so circumstanced as tointi- 
anateaJesigpofsetting them on fire, which was happily frustrated. 
Nothing. but prevailing prejudice will impute sudi design to aiyr 
other than sonie Ainprincipled privates : though an officer oif 
^ank was strongly suspected of having plundered under an ofi^i- 
4:iai character, and^iiaving connived at the rascally conduct yf 
smaller yillaiqa. What so hastened the British upon a sight of 
the works at Nook's Hill, was probably an apprehension, th^ 
the Apaericans would possess themselves of Npddle's island, and 
by erecting batteries. at both places, enclose the harbor with the 
fire of their cannon. When the king's troops withdrew from 
Charkstown, they left ceutries standing as usual with their fire^- 
iocks shouldered ; but it was soon suspected what regiment th<^y 
belonged to, and that they were only effigies set Uiere by tha 
flying enemy. It appears by one of the orderly books whidi 
was left behind, that their force was 1615, exclusive of tlie staffs 
so that with the marines and sailors, Howe might have bc^n 

* Most ofthe aVove from March the 6th| itialBeirfrofn the maniifcriptjoaf^ 
naiof 1 geaileman who cominiied in fioftoiii while id the hMid of ihe Mh. 

considered 
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€omi(tefed as 10,060 strWig, had it not been for the mutual jca-- 
Jbusies which took place between the army and navy. 
' The difficulties which the troops were under, from being so- 
unexpectedly obliged to'evacualie Boston, were much increase* 
by the numbers who were under the necessity of removing withr 
them. Many who wtjre disaffected to the American cause hacfc 
fled there with their families for safety : besides these, there were^ 
not a few of the old inhabitants,, who concluded it was far more* 
prudent for them to withdraw^ than- remain. Both together^ 
with their families, made up some hundreds^ and with their ef* 
fects encumbcied the transports ; to which must be add^d the^ 
plunder taken from the town, consisting of furniture? and'variou» 
other articles of a bulky nature., The suddenness of the evaenia^ 
tion prevented an application to Halifax for a supply of shipping 
ta lessen the'erabarrassments. When the fleet got down to King 
aiKl Nantasket roads, they remained there several days, and du> 
ting that peridd, burnt the blockhouse and barracks on Caatle^ 
Island, blowed up and demolished the fortifications; but they 
did not undertake to carry off the cannon^ and only attempterf- 
tendering them unserviceable, which was affected as to severar^ 
General Washington was soon acquainted with the evaciiatior* 
€)f tlie town, when measures were taken to preserve the' peacii* 
and order of it, by placing guards and giving directions as to th€^ 
admissioniof persons into it.. The day of evacuating being tli« 
Sabbath, v^^as in favor of regularity. On the Monday {Mar. IS^J 
his excellency sent off: five regiments under gen. Heaths Afteff 
marching aboutaJiundred miles, they Embarked and went frortx 
New-London thmugh the Sound to Wew-York by water. Tlie 
j:est, excepting, a-few which: were left io-Boston, took the same 
route,, when the fleet put to sea,, the; American army was well 
supplied with flour,.while in tlie neighbourhood of Boston> wkft-^ 
i^t any particular interruption, owing to capt. Wallace's ha-* 
vingbeen ordered to cruise aboutRhode-Island, instead of New- 
London. Consequently the. flour for the army always got safe 
from New-York or elsewhere to New-London, horn thence to 
Norwich, and then by land to the place of. destination. — About 
a week after the evacuation, the British fleet sailed as was sooa. 
known^ for Halifax ; but commodore Banks was left with two 
et three mpn of war to protect the vessels that should arrive 
fcom Great-Britaia ou Ireland j. some of which will undoubt- 
«dLy be taken notwithstanding such precaution. It wa» hut 
tiiree day before the evacuation, that eapt. Manly took a trans* 
jart of. 400 tons burthen, ladea with pease^^ potatoes, pork, sour^ 
^cout and tenjpackages of medicine. ^r. 
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' When 94nAis$tpti i^to B^sfiott mc& aUo^Md^ tba AftiericM m^^ 
were very ^$iroust q£ seeing tbeJtowa* Man^ of l^fn <!ii^ 
firom iiMi^Qd pla(:e% ^nd^v^re oever intSi M»irpi»^ ; theif eumsA)^ 
was touch excited on a variety of aecauata. But the $m$iUp6% 
was ia sever^.pJM^ of it ; a«id thewfore they only, wba wfere 
past the disprdecvMi^re to, he aduaitted.. Such hoiwcvef^ was- ^le 
desire of immbers, tha^ the^ were guilty of a, deception/4o ^>^- 
tain cAtiancQ. The thought of being liable t» catch the distettt* 
per vfould hftve tewfied them iirtiie h%h€st d^we a Mttle while 
back ; hujt to grality a different passion, they suppressed tfteif 
feai?s, which utwght opecatc for the pieventmgof theif taking the* 
infection* . The works of ^ enemy naturaHy engaged their t^^? 
tention« Tb^^» by jadkiaus. persons who h«ve surveyed them, 
are acknowledged: to be excellent, and every one is convinced, 
ihatjtw<>i^ h^ve been amost b^zardous attempt to ha^ve eode^ 
wred f<H:cing.them. 

. GeneraA^Wafihinj^iiiapjKnntftd persons to jjfoco^ 
smd to ti^k^ c#re of th«s arUcks which the Britkh troops left bc4 
l^i|i4* iP^de i^ecs^ there were at the Castle-Island and Bostoh 
95Q piepet ofimnnaa, gceat and small, more than half of wtitS 
»aay be^^i^dered setvioeaWo by the aids of ingenuity; tfjfe ht& 
yiest ha^ve been the least injuted^-^four thirteen aad.ar half inc|J 
HiprlQC8,tw«> of them with theif beds weighing five tons cach<«« 
45,500 chaldfon of seaxoal* — 25,000 hu^els of wheat-^2,3o8 
bu^h^te of barlcyr— saobewllels of oate — lOO jairsof oil; contai^ 
ingiab^ngei eachr^'-ftiKil50b€M:scs. Some of Ac ortinanc^ wem 
throwA. in^ the watccr^but the Americans wMh recover thenK 
The Jc^yr.ofttifiinbabitants, whether suchasienftaincd in tovm ei 
wi|lidreiy.f<KpeHKmalt8ccurily,iiponffiadhigthetttsehes restored 
to.the safft and peac«ihle enjoyment of their ancient righti^ 
fr^(ed from what they deen^d an odious tyrannical authority, in a 
situation to, triumph over the disgrace of their enemies, and widl 
th^.fHTOspect of-specdy relief from the distresses which they had 
iNg^n uiwectfor. many tediotts months— 'that joy is nwre easily cefnt 
ceiyed tba» expressed. They received the comnwnder tti chirf 
with «ver)tmari&,o£ respect and gratitude, which could be sbowji 
to.a^Jivefer.,. ' 

£Mar. 2a,] At his excdteney^i request, D?. Elliot ^r6acb^5l 
^thanksgivii^ secmdn on ttie opening: aftesh of th^ Thursday^ 
lectiaser, . Iliat yoamay not be at the tfoiAle of turning to ydiijr 
Bibte, take hia text in manuscript, " Look' upon Zion the ci^ 
of onrsolemniti^; thine ey^ shall see Jerusalem a quiet hah^ 
tid^Mi^atabsoiacte that slfaH^itot'te taken down ; not o^ of 
the stakes thereof shall ever be remored, neithej: shalt any^ rf 
th0'j«)«da thereof be broken/' When you are minded tocxW- 

amine 
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.^lOoipeUie ooiM:i^rt, look for ctep. xxsiii. 2a of Isaiahs The 
jlfcoerai and a number of officeirs attended. A dinner was 
l^rovided for bis cxceUei^cy and othei: gentlemen in public and 
private Hfe. 

The day after the lecture, j( March 29.) the Massachusett's 
council and house of representatives complimented him in a joint 
•address. They took notice^ among many other things, of his 
attention to the civil constitution of the colony ; of the regard he 
had always shown tor the lives and health of those under his com- 
iiband ; 6£ his having attended to the preservation of their metro- 
polis, in the qujet possession of which they now were, without 
that effusion of blood they «o much wished taavoid^ When they 
expressed their. good wishes for him at Ae close, they began with, 
'** May you still go on, approved by heaven, revered by all good 
men, aind dreaded by those tyrants who claim their fellow mea 
as their property" — and finished with, *'May futmc generations 
iti the peaceful enjoyment of that freedom, the exercise of which 
your sword shall have established, raise the richest and most last- 
l|ig monuments to the name of a ffashingtanJ^ His answer was 
proper, moderate, s^nd beconiing his situation, k will be to his 
^norlo mention, that in private conversation, he expressed him- 
self to this purpose : " Tne recovery of Boston, by the speedy, 
^ightafthje enemy, is more satisfactory than a victory gained at 
the eiqpence of much blood -shed." When he sent off an express?. 
^ Lord Stirfing, at New-York, he wrote, " Gen. Howe aban- 
doned Boston without destroying it. The town is in a much 
fcetter situation, and less injured than I expected, from the re- 
ports 1 had received ; though to be sure, it is much damaged^ 
and many houses despoiled of their vahiable furniture.'* llie 
following anecdote of the general may be acceptable. A gen- 
tleman who had Heard the Rev. Mr. Davis relate, that col. Wash-- 
StgtoA had mentioned — ^he knew of no music so pleasing as tho 
whistlW of bullets; being alone in conversation with him at 
Cambridge, a^d him whether it was as bad been related; the 
general answered — " If I said so, it was whcp I was young." Let 
us take a transient notice of the hardships experienced by the 
BostonHnhabitants, whether they remained in die town orwith- 
drew from it, and resided elsewhere till the evacuation. Not- 
withstanding the universal profession of patriotism, advantages 
were too generally taken for oppressing them, by extravagant 
cl^arges. A sensible writer justiyjcensured such proceedings in^ 
ilie Connecticut Cassette ; and complained, that the refogees were 
obliged to pay far higher rents for houses than usual, and income 
instances double. The greatest sufferings of those who remain- 
ed, arosp from the W4^tof fi^el and from provisions, not to m^n^ 
Vol. n. ' K tioa 
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Am such as resulted from tfie presence of the fttitfsh i^rixf^ixi^ 
navy. Fresh provisions were not alway to be had, and we're most^ 
ly too dear.for the lowef class* to oirtain ; but at length the rati* 
ons of the soldiers were so plentiful, that by the aid of these and 
atrivals from Europe, they that remained in tlie town had a to- 
leraWe supply of pork, peas, salt butter, sweet oil and bread, at 
a moderate price. But the intensecoW of the season tebdered 
the want of tuel extrertely grievous. Families, which had been 
tccustomed to plenty, were obliged to burn with the most spar- 
ing hand, and to save by going to their beds very early, and leav- 
ing them as late. Many kept to them in the sh;iq>est weather^, 
other tiian as they got up to dress their victuals and eat their 
meals. Numbers, to sujpply the want of fuel, pulled up theflooi^j. 
of their houses, the stairs, and whatever offered. The wooddrt 
buildings, taken down by order of gen. Howe, were appropriates! 
to the use of the royal refugees. It was as much charity to th^ 
poorer inhabitants to admit them to a small fire, as to furnisli 
them with victuals. You must recollect the hard flrosts you have 
in Britain, once in a great number of years, to conceive of #hat 
persons must endure through the want of fUef, from the long 
continued frosts of this country. The houses Which the Britisft 
ofliccrs inhabited while in Boston, were generally left in jg'ood 
condition ; but ^erwards much damaged when tenanted by the 
Americans, whose style of life did riot lead them to pay attend 
tibn to neatness and etegancc. ' ' 

New-York y most probably; is henceforward to be the grand 
scene of action. Gen. Lee has left the city some time, and is 
Ijone to the southward. While there, he took Care to remove 
Sie good cannon on the battery, and at the king's store amount- 
ing to about a hundred, to a place of safety j a third of them ai*^. 
tbirty-two poundtrs. He also *drew up another tremendous oafli 
to be administered ^0 the tories, and sent captaih Sears over to 
Queen's county with it ; which led congress to resolve, " That 
^ no oath by way of test be imposed upon, exacted or required of 
any of the inhabitants of these colonies, by any military officer.'* 
In many ofthe streets of the city there are breast- works, barrica- 
itoes, &c. and nk)re are making, togetherwith forts in abundance. 
Actual service began in the colony, (April 6.) A British sloop 
sent her boat ashore on Staten-Island to get water, and a party of 
riflemen took the boat and crew prisoners. The firing betweea 
the sloop and the riflemen lasted all day. The city, in a week's^ 
time, was thronged With provincials ; and it might be concluded,^ 
that the environs were not very safe from so undisciplined a mul- 
titude ; but there are few instances of so gre^t a number of troops 
being together with so Uttic mischief done by thcoL However 
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l^th^ (€$peciatly ^e Coaoecticut^QldijBrs,- w^om s6me pro- 
|iouik:ed the dirtiest people on the continent) are not particulair 
ly attentive to cWanhness^ the owners pf the houses where thejr 
^re quartered, if they ever get possession of tliena, must be year* 
in cleaning thena^ unless they get new floors, an4 new plai&ter the 
ivalls, Gov. Tryonhas lost nis credit with th^ citizens, and is* 
now spoken of with cpotempt; and disgust. 

The governor of Virgixiia^ Lord Dunmore, was no less populaf 
thanTryon at one time ; but is at length as little respected by thp 
Virginians as. the other is by the New-Yorkers^ The m^surc^ 
J>e has contini^ed-to pursue,, have .only encreased, instead of di^ 
minishing tlx^ general resentment. We lefthim on bo;ird a sliip 
off Norfolk, on the Hth of December, and coL Robert Howe^^ 
J>ossession of the town. The Liverpool frigatearrived from Great- 
pritain. Soon after, the captain sent a flag of truce, ai|d de- 
manded to be informed whether his majesty's ships of war WQulfl 
]^ supplied from the shore witl> provisions : tl^e reply was in the 
fleg^tive i an4 the slupsiri the harbour being continually annoy- 
4sd by the riflemen from beiund tlie buildings and ware-houses on 
the. wharft, it was determined to dislodge them by destroying tlip 
Jiame., Previous notice was given, that the women, children, and 
other innocent persons^ might remove frqm the danger^ (Jan, 1.) 
The entr^ceof the hew year was signalized at four o'dock ii^ 
Ib^ morning, by ar violent cannonade from tl),e Liverpool, two 
«loops of war, and the governor's armed ship the -Dunmore ;. se,- 
IDonded by paities of sailors s^nd marines,, whi^ianded ^nd fired 
Jhe houses next tlie water- Where buildings instead ofbeingcos- 
vered with tile, sjiate, or lead, are covered witli ^ii^>l€s, (thin 
light pieces of fir or cedar, half a yard in length, and about six 
mches broad) let the wind be ever so moderate, they.w'H, upon 
)>eing fired) be likely to communicate the conflagration to a 
jdistance, should the weather be dry, by the liglited burniiatg 
shingles being drived by the force of tlie flames to the tpp^ - 
of other houseSj^ Thus it liappened here ;. and most of th^ town 
was destroyed. Col. Howe, by his positive orders ^nd presence, 
did all he could to exfinguish the fee ; but in vain. It is . not 
improbable, that some of the soldiers and negroes, regardless of 
all orders, instead of extinguishing, used all their endeavours to 
^^piead the flames ; knd thought themselves justified, uponth^ 

f)rinciple of the property's belonging tp persons inimical to the 
^ iberties of America. A part of the town escaped ; . the owners 
were mostly whigs* Their liouses however, were afterward va- 
lued, and then burnt by the direction of the ruling civil authori-: 
iy- Thus the whole town was reduced to ashes, that the enemy 
might iiave no shelter, should they be incline^ to establish a post 

* * • on 
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<Mi the spot A few men were killed land wounded on both side* 
at the burning of Norfolk, the most populous and considerabta| 
town for commerce of any in die colony. It contained £d)out 6*00Q| 
inhabitants, and many in ai&uent cnrcumstatrces. The whole los^ 
is estimated at more than three hundred thousand pounds s6erlu%; 
However tngent the necessity, k was an odious business form go-^ 
v^i^r to behimself a principal actor in burning and des&oySi^ 
the best town in his governments The Americans afterwara cut 
ofF.eyery possible resource from the ships^ burnt and destroyeiir 
the houses and plantations within reach of the water; and oblig:^ 
c4 the people, chiefly royalists, to remove with Iheirc^tleaivl* 
provisions further into the country. The horrid distresses brought- 
upQAiiumbersof innocent persons by these operatrons, nmst ^d^ 
tke feelings of all who are not hardened by a party ^int. -^ 
Governor Martin demands our next attention. Thou^ hOT 
uras obliged to take refuge on board a ship of war, he contcih-^ 
iriatedtl^ reduction of Nordl-Cacolina to royal obedience. He 
had been informed, that a squadron of menof war,^ with seve» 
Togimrats, under the conduct of Sh Peter Parker aiul lord CorfW^ 
vrsili$9 were to leave Ireland on an expeditroa to the southena^ 
yyovinccs in the beginnin|^ of the year, and th^tlihrtt'Carolmm' 
was their first, if not principal object* He knew also thatgeni- 
CKnton, with a small detachment, was on his way to meet tneml^ 
at Cape Fear. He had for some time formed a connectbn witj^' 
the' regulators, and highland-emigrants, in the western jjarCJ 0§* 
the province. Tb these pjeopie he sent several conmnssums for* 
theTaising and commanding .of regiments, and granted another 
16 Mr. McDonald to act as Uieir general. He also commanded * 
afl persons by proclamation, to repair to the royal standard wfaicK " 
was'to be erected by the general about the middle of February. » 
TKic highlanders and regulators collected and embodied at CroJ»*. 
Creek the beginning of the month ; and by the l^th atnounte*^ 
to about fifteen or sixteen hundred. Gen. Moore hearing that-* 
they were assembling, marched with his own regirnent, and all * 
ftemiKtia he could collect, about UOOin all, to an important 
post witiiin seven miles of Cross Creek, which he secured on 
file 15th Feb. On the 12tfi they marched within four raile^of - 
him, and sent in,, by a flag of truce, [Feb, 20.] the governor'^ 
proclamation, a manifesto, and a letter to the general, which bo- 
answered* That and the following night they crossed the uortlw ' 
west river, and took their rout to Negro Head Point. On in- 
formation hereof gen. Moore sent an express tocol. Caswell, who -. 
was upoh his march with 800 men to join him, and directed him , 
ho^ to proceed upon the occasion. Colonels LiUington and Ashe , , 
wcife ordered, if possible to reinforce him ; aod if th9y^oul4v, 

not. 
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Il^,totatepos56ssionof Moore^sCreeklwridge. The general 
j^tHTsued the enemy ; bat did not conie up wiUi them. He pre- 
p^sed getthig to and securing the bridge, ^Wch Wis about ten 
miks from th6m. Want of horses occasioned a dtlajr ; but col: 
Lillii'^ton^ad taken his stand there just in time, and the next ah 
terijoon was reinforced by col. Caswell. The 'colonels immedi- 
^ciy raised a small breast-work and destroyed part of the bridge, 
f he next morning at break of c'#y, [Feb. 2l.] an alarm gdn wai 
&ed, directly after which, scarcely leaving the Americans am6- 
X[ient td prepare, the enemy with capt. M^Cleod at their head 
(gen. M^DonaW being ill) made their attack; FimKng a small 
ijitrenciiment liett the bridge quite empty, they concluded that 
t^ Americans had abandoned dieir post, and in the most furious 
manner advanced within thirty paces of th^Jr breast- work and • 
artillery, where they met wiih a warm receptioh. Captains 
M*Gleod and Cambell fell within a few pieces of it ; and in afet/ 
nufiates the whole army w^puttoflighti and shamcfoliy aban* 
Td<»Bcd'tfteitgener«K,who was the next day taken prisoner. Tiie^r 
liwtbttly about 70 icaied arid wouttded. The Americans had on^ 
two funded, 6nt qf them survived. Theconquerors took 13^ 
waggons, a50 guns and shot -bags, aboirt 1 50 swords andi^rfcsy- 
^nd 1500 excellent rifles. The joy this conquest diffused among 
the Noith-Carolinian^ is inconceivable, the importance of tt bo^- 
5«g heightened by gen; Clinton and lord Wilfiam Campbeirfbe-> 
iftg then at C^pe Feair in sanguine ex|lectation df being joined by* 
the vanqubfaed. The Americans imder colonels Caswell ^ndL8^\ 
ligton were about 1000 strong. • Patties of men have been dis- 
peraed through the ddlony, to apprehend suspected perscms, and 
disarm all the highlanders and regulators routed in tte battle who 
are discharged if privates, but the officers are secured. It was but 

a few moriths since— ^ ^ capt. M^Cleod and* ' 

aiK^her officer took a solemn oath before the committee at New- 
bern, that their business in North-Carolina was only to see their 
fnenik and relations. 

InStmtk-Carolina^ when the recommendation of the continen-* 
tat congress for the establishment of a form of government came 
to'be considered, agreat paitof the provincial congress opposed 
the measure ; it had so much the appearance of an eternal separa- 
tioit froiii a country, by a reconciliation with which many yet 
hoped for a return of ancient happiness. While they were sus- 
pended on this important debate, an express arrived from Savan- 
nah,' wftli the act of parliament, passed December^!, m5»€on- 
fixating all the American property ftnind floating upon tlie wa- ^ 
ter ;' and Compdling alfthe cr re ws belonging to American vessels^ 
wftliout (Sstinctiouof p^rsons^to sefve as common sailors in tho 

British 
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British shlpsof war- By-this act they considered all the colonisi^ 
from Ncw-Hampsliiie to Georgia inclusively, as thrown out xd 
tlie king's protection. The timely airival ot it turned the scakj^ 
silenced all who were advocates ior. a reconciliatmn* and pro* 
duced a majority for an independent constitutieA* In less thaa 
an hour after the act was read in thf convention,, an order waa 
issued to seize for tlie public, a Jamaica vessel laden witli sugas, 
which h^d put into Charlesto\\^ in lier way for London; tixough 
she had the day before obtainecT leave to pass tlie Yorts, and meant 
to sail in the afternpon. Still the attachment of numbers to Greatl 
Britain was 30 strong, tliat though they assented Xo the estahlislv 
ment of an independent constitution ; yet it was carried after m 
long debate, that it is only to exist, '' till a reconciliation vfkk 
Great-Briti<in and the colonies shall take place^." •' 

The transactions in Georgia remain to be related. Gen. Howa» 
while at Boston, in order to obtain rice, sent major Grant and 
capt. Maitland with four transports and 200 marines to Savannatw 
The. South-Carolina congress having timely/nformation, coB3f 
missioned coK Stephen Bull to act in aid of tbe< Georgians : h^ 
accordingly marclied a body to their assistance. A battery was 
erected, wiiich fired snuirtly upon the^transportson their arrivtal 
in the harbour.; Upon this they w^nt round an island in thff 
nrght to get at some vessels going to Great-Britain*. About fouf 
o'clock in theniorning of March the third, the enemy, by Goifi 
iusion with the masters and others, got on board these shipi^ 
where they attempted to conceal themselves. But knowledge «^ 
it being obtained, 300 men were immediately marched opposite 
the shipping, with three four pounders, and threw up a breasc; 
work. Firing between both parties after a while ensued. At 
Icngtli it was determined to burn the vessels, orders were i9sije4 
to fire the Inverness and cut hQr loose ; which being execttfs4 
tlie marines in tlie utmost confusion, got on shore in the marsfa^ 
while the riflemen and field pieces were incessantly galling thenn 
*] he shipping were also in the utmost disorder. Some got up the 
river under cover of an armed sloQp> while others caught the 
£ame, and, as they passed and repassed with the tide, were tho 
subject of gratulation and applause. Seven loaded vessels wer^ 
burnt, and the intention of gen. Howe entirely frustrated. v 

Philadelphia will detain us for a while. Congress resolved^ 
(Jan. 15.) ** Th3t to express the veneration of the U. Colonic* 
for their late general, Ricliaixl Montgomery, and the deep sens^ 
Ihey entertain ofthe many signal and important services of tliat 
gallant officer; and to tiansmit to future ages, as examples truly 

* Dr. Run«fy*t Hiiioiy of tkc Rcvolotioa tU Souib CiroUoif voK i. |»^ . 
t^j siad ofiwird. ; 
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worthy of imitation, his patriotisiii, conduct, boMness of enter-' 
prise> msuperable perseverance, and contempt of danger and 
ffeath, a -monument be procured from Paris or any other part 
of France, with an- inscription sacred to his menM>ry, and e^- 
piessive of his amiable character and heroic atchievements; and 
tfeatDr. Smith be desired tc> prepare and d^iivei- a funeral oration 
in honoi* of the general, and those officer and soldiers, who so 
magnanimously fought and felt with hitia in maintaining the 
[Principles of American liberty." ' 

' They ordered gen. Thomas to take the command of the troop* 
in Canada; endeavouring to collect gold and silver, in exchange 
for continental bills of credit, for the service in that quarter; 
alad appointed [Mar. 20.] Dr. Franklin, Samuel Chase, and 
Charles Carroll, esqrs, commissioners to form a union between^ 
&€ pieople of the United Colonies and those of that province. — - 
They left New- York in the beginning of April on their way thi-* 
then • As the priests have been pre¥ailed upon to refuse the Sa-^* 
cranients totlioseof the Canadians, wlw are deemed rebels, and 
as it operates powerfully against the American interests, a priest 
iljgone from Maryland to perform all the needful services of the 
Konoush religion. Congress came to the resolution, (Maf. 23.^ 
** That the inhabitants of these colonics be permitted- to fit out 
anned vefscls- to cruise on the enemies of the United Colonies;" 
Jiiid many others which related to it. They took notice, in the 
ifeclaration which preceded them, of the act of parliament passeii 
the 21st of December. This act has made maiJJf converts toin- 
^tependency in all the colonies, [Mar. ^5.] After reading gen.: 
Washington's letter of the I9th> informing congress of the cva* 
OUation of Boston, they ordered thanks to be presented to him, 
in their own and va the -name of the Thirteen United Colonies; 
and^to the officers and soldiers under his command ; and that a 
ipedkiof gold be struck in commemoration of the ev^nt, and 
presented to his excellency. They resolved (April 6. ) to admit 
ofthe importation of any goods and merchandize, (if not of the 
gR^»th, production^ and manufacture of, or brouglit frona any* 
country under the dominion of the king of Great-Britain) ex-^ 
oept East India tea. They on the same day determined, ^ That 
no slaves be imported into any of the colonies." They ordereit 
(April' 10.) a speech tobe delivered to capt. White Eyes, whon^ 
tticy, ' no less than lord- Dunmore, ifi compliance with the ex-, 
pcotatron of the Indian, addressed with a—'* brother capt, White 

^ The disu^ of tea is again fashionable through the United Co--* 
lonies* • It became so< in the M-assadiusetts, soon after the East 
IniUa Company's teas were destroyed on December the iGttip 
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1773. Coffee^ which h about nins*peoce sterling tb€ poiUKi* 
is substitued by vast -numbers for* the once favourite herb o^ 
China ; now the more readily exploded for having been the ao* 
cidental occasion of the troubles with which the colonists are 
exercised. 

[April 1.] Dr. Warren's merit obliges me to mention^ that 
the lodge of Free Masons, whereof he was late grand ntaatec* 
agreed to take up his remains^ and in the usual funeralsolemoi- 
ties of that society, decently to'inter the same. The spot where 
he was buried, was pointed out with tliose attending circumstaa-^ 
ces that assured them, that they had gained the possession thefe** 
of, though consisting of bones only ; which were honourably in* 
terred in Boston, (April 8) being attended by a grand processioa 
of the society, accompanied by a crowd of spectators. 

Commodore Ezekiel Hopkins's naval expedition is the last 
surticle of intelligence to be related. The fleet consisted of tw<i 
ships, two brigs, and a sloop,, all armed and well manned, in^lu* 
ding better than 200 marines. On the 17th of February they 
left Cape-Henlopen, and after a pleasant passage of fifteen dajs» 
came to an anchor off the island of Abacco, about seventeen 
leagues from New-Providence, which gave the commodore 411 
opportunity of enquiring into the state of the last island, and of" 
fcarningthatitwas well suj)plied with warlike stores; on which 
it was deemed a proper object The marines were embarked qj$, 
board some small vessels belonging to New-Providence, whick 
had been taken ^ and the whole sailed Saturdav evening, March 
the 2d ; the next m6rning all tlie men were landed at the east end 
of the island. They were inarched toward the fort built about 
hsrtf way between the landing and town. Upon their approach- 
ing it, the garrison fired upon them, then spiked op the cannon* 
and retired to the fort within the town. The Americans to^ 
possession of that which had been abandoned, (March 3} and 
stayed there the whole night to refresh themsefves. The next 
morning they marched forward to the town, and entered itwith- 
out meeting any interruption. The officer went to the eover* 
nor, and demanded the keys of the fort which were immediately 
given. Upon taking possession of it, he, found 40 cannon 
mounted and all well loaded, beside a great quantity of shot and 
shells, with 15 brass mortars, but missed of the grand article* 
150casksof powder, which the governor carefully sent offtho 
night before. They remained on the island, till they h^d gotten 
all the stores on board the fleet, and then the whole took theip 
departure on the 17th. They brought away with them gover-* 
nor Monford Brown, the lieut. governor, and a counsellor. 
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i^AfJrfr 4.] 'The fleef feirm with a Brftish schooner, on tfie 
^st'elfd of Long-Island, and took her. The' next day they took 
Iff "bomb brig -of eight guns and two 'howitzers, ten swivels and 
Yotty-ei^ht men, well found with all sorts of stores, arms, pow- 
der, &c. On the 6lh, about one in the morning, they fell in 
•With hi^ hiajesty's ship the GlasgDw (of twenty nine pounders 
^nc['150iTien) and her tehdcr. Athalf past two, the Cal?otbrig- 
antfne, capt. Hopkins, jun. came up with the Glasgow, and 
ftpon finding who she was, immediately fired htv broadside ; 
^ht?h H:he Glasgow fiiade her a return of two-fold, and with 
the w^ght of her metal damaged her so much in her hull and 
tigging, as obliged her to retire for a while to refit. 'On her 
tearing, the Alfred of twentjr nine pounders on the lower, 
artd ten six pounders on the upper deck, commanded by the 
commodore, capt.' Hopkins," sen. came up and engaged thcGlas- 
^(Tw for three glasses as hot as possible on both sides. While 
thu^ engaged, the Columbi^s, capt. Whipple, of eighteen nine 
founders on th^ lower, and ten six pounder^ on. the upper dj^ck, 
tkii under the<7lasgow's stern, raked her as she passed, and then 
f iff! on her lee heam, while the Anandonabrig of sixteen six 
bounders, took hjer station on the larboard quarter of the Glas- 
g6w ; the ProvidencJre sloop of twelve six pounders altered her 
statToti occasionally. By day. light the station of the American 
^Wsssefs was ehanged, as the two ships had dropt on each quarter 
tlf the Glasgow, while one of the brigs kept a stern, giving a con- 
tinual fire. Caj[^ain Tyringham Howe, of the Glasgow^ per- 
ceiving the force of the American fleet, seemingly increased by 
a large ship and a snjow, which kept to windward as soon a$,the 
action began, and discerning none of captain Wallace's fleet to 
aiford him the prospect of support, very prudently made all the 
^il'he could crowd, and stood in for NewpQrt. The bravery 
tJf captain Howe's, behayiour i^.,to,l?e cpniaiended. That He 
should have escafied from a force, so much superior when, unft- 
td, does not give satisfaction to the Americans,' arid is imputed 
to some failure in conduct or courage on the side of their com- 
manders. Commodore Hopkins, in his account of the action, 
has' written,** We deceived considerable damage Jn our ship, but 
the greatest was in having our wheel-rope and blocks shot away, 
which gave the Glasgow time .to make sai^ ^nd I did ipt think 
€irppert^. follow, as it would *have brought on an action with 
Ifi^ whole oiF their fleet, and I'had upward of thirty of oui: best 
SeameVi oh board tlie prizes : I theiefore thought it most prudent 
to give over the chace, and secure our prizes ; arid having taken 
the Glasgow*s tender,*" arrived the seventh with ail the fleet" — 
atiMcw-London. [April 16.] The congress have given orders, 
■Vol. IL F ** that 
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" that the cannon and such othei: stores as are not necessary Fof 
the fleet, be landed and left at New-London ; and that such of 
the cannon and wheels as governor Trumbull shall du*ect, may 
be employed for the defence of that harbor. 

Commodore Hopkins is thought not to have followed his in- 
structions and to have displeased by departing from them. — 
The Alfred had six men killed and as many wounded. The Ca- 
bot had four men killed and seven wounded, the captain among 
the latter. The Columbus had one man who lost his arm. The 
Glasgow had one man killed, and three wounded by the muske- 
try from the Americans. The main damage on each side lay in 
the hulls and rigging. 

Many of your papers, it is observed, are very liberal in be- 
stowing upon the colonists the appellation of rebels, traitors, 
cowards, &c- while those printed on tliis side the Atlantic are 
calling the parties employed against the Americans by sea and 
land, pirates, banditti, ministerial butchers, butchering assassins, 
cut-throats, thieves, &c. These abusive names take with the 
uothlnkirig multitude, whether ift high ot low life, and set at 
keener edge upon the spirit of party ; but are productive of 
much cruelty, and tend to beget a rooted antipathy. You wifl 
not object to any exj^ence., that may attend the conveyance of 
this letter by way of France, no other safe one offering at pre- 
sent. 'My correspondent there will cheerfully undertake the carer 
of any you may want to forward to America. ** 



■tti 



LETTER II. 



London^ May 25. \T\S^ 
Friend G. 

THE choice of George Washington, esq. by congress, \s^ be 
commander in chief of the American army, is adjudged 
highly prudent by the first military characters that have served in 
America, and who conjecture from his acceptance, that the re- 
duction of the colonies by an armed force will be more difGcult 
than is generally expected. The ministers of state liowever are 

bent 
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b^^ntupon making tlic attempt. They have not profited by the 
l-exington skirmishes, nor the Breed's Hill battle. It would be 
happier for the nation^ would they copy the conduct of the Spa- 
nish court, toward the inhabitants of Biscay, near upon a hun- 
dred and fifty years back. In 1632, the court laid a duty upon 
salt, contrary to the privileges r)f the people." Upon this the in- 
habitants of Brlboarose, and massacred all the omcers appointed 
to collect it, and all the officers of the grand admiral. Three 
thousand traops were sent to pnnish them for rebellion ; these 
they fought, and totally defeated, driving most of them into the 
sea, which discouraged the court from pursuing their plan of tax- 
ation, and induced them to leave those, whom they had consi- 
dered in a state of rebellion, tp tfe^full enjoyment of their anci- 
ent privileges*. It is thought that atieaty with the court of 
Pctersburgh for 20s000 Russians, was at one time the last year 
in considerable forwardness; but that the extreme distance of the 
service, the difficulty of recal, the little probability of the return 
<^*many„ and the critical state of public affurrs through Europe, 
'"^enderedit abortive, after the most sanguine liopcs of success. 
\ In all the European cou;ttries, where puWic affairs are a sub- 
ject of writing or conversation, the general voice is rather favour- 
able to the Americans^ In this particularly, the lower class of 
people are adverse to the war. They have boldly and without 
restraint condemned the conduct of their rulers in terms of the 
utmost acrimony. . But this has not been regarded, other than 
a^ it has obstructed the recruiting service, which never proceed- 
ed so iKjavily before. The reluctance of individuals has been 
striking and peculiar; they have not only refused the usual prof- 
fers of encouragement, but reprobated, with indignation, the 
cause in which they were solicited to engage, and exerted them- 
selves to hinder others engaging. Neither protestants, nor ca- 
tholics in any number, have been prevailed upon either in Eng- 
land or Ireland, to inlist for the American service, though the" 
bounties have been raised, and the usual standard lowered, to 
facilitate the levies. The recruiting officers have declared, they 
never before met with so many mortifications in this branch of 
military business. But among the higher orders of men, a strange 
insensibility with respect to public affairs seemingly prevailed. 
The accounts of the late military actions, as well as political 
proceedinc^s of no less importance, were received nearly with as 
inuch indifference, as if they wholly concerned othei* nations 
With whom we were scarce connected. You must except from 
these observations the people of North-Britain, who, almost to 
a man, so far as they can be descril^ed under any particular dc- 
/>omination, not only applauded, but proffered life and fortune 
* Hr. Adam^s defe&ce ol the Axnericaa ConfilvUtionsi p. i8. 
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\7X support of the present measures. The same approbaXioa was: 
aJso given and assurances niade, though with less earnestness aocb 
unanimity, by a number of towns in England. . . * 

The loss of the American commerce was not generally felt* 
Tbe prodigious remittances of corn during the British scarcity, 
and tJie larger than usual sums which the colonists were enabled 
to pay from the advanced prices of various,articles, these togetli- 
er occasioned an extraordinary influx of money ; while an un« 

, usual demand for goods and maaufactures of various sorts, from 
different parts of Europe, produced a quick circulation of trade, 
kept up tlie spirit of the mercantile classes, and prevented their 
complaining tor want of the American market. Great numbers' 
at the same time were rendered perfectly unconcerned at what 
had happened in America, or were even rejoiced, because of tha 
benefits they were receiving from the contest. The war being^ 
carried on at such a distance, gave employment and emolument 
to an amazing humber of people; and caused that bustle Of busi^ 
ness and plenty of cash, which checked all observation of defi- 

• ciences in other branches of traffic. Add, that a tribe of con^ 
tractors, dealers, and gamesters in stcoks and money transac-; 
tions, were themselves animated, and encouraged others to join in- 
justifying and supporting governmental measures. Hence, that 
apathy which has been noted ; and which continued till to w^ilA^b^ 
meeting of parliament 

The ministry gave into great expences, to supply the army 
at Boston with fresh provisions and other articles. It is said that 
five thousand oxen, and fourteen thousand of the largest and fat- 
test sheep, beside a vast number of hogs, were purchased and sent 
out alive. Vegetables of all kinds were bought up in incredibte 
quantities. Ten thousand butts of strong beer were supplied by 
twa brewers. The seemingly trifling necessaries of vegetables, 
casks and vinegar, amount in two distinct articles, detaclied from 
the general com[>rehcnsioH of other provisions, to near twenty- 
two thousand pounds : and the hay ; oats and beans, for the 
single regiment of light cavalry there, amount to nearly as much. 
To whatever it was owing, the transports were not ready to sail, 
tin the year was far spent. By this mean they were detained on 
the coasts by contrary winds, or tossed about by tempests, until 
the greater part of their live cargoes of hogs, and particularly of 
sheep, perished, so that the channel was every where strewed- 
with their floating carcases. A large partof the vegetables must 
also have been destroyed by excessive fermentation. 

The retaliation practised by congress in cutting ofFthe British 
fisheries from all colonial provisions and supplies, threw the 
whole business upon the banks and coasts of Newfoundland intcx 

the 
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the greatest confusion, and brottght distress up&n all who Wtr© 
employed by sea or land in that quarter. Instead of pic^ecuting 
the service they went upon, many of the ships were constrained 
to make the best of their way to any place where provisions 
could be procured. It was computed, that to the value of fiill 
half a mUHoB sterling was left in the bowles of the deep, and 
forever lost to mankind, by the first operation of the fishery 
bill. 

, The storm which happened iast September the 1 1 th, during 
the fishing season, and of which you will have received soaiege-t 
netal accounts, may probably be i^eckoned by the Americans, as 
it is here by the more serious or those who favour them, a pro- 
vidential retaliation of the supreme Ruler on such as had depri*. 
ved them, by a parliamentary act, of that sustenance, which seem^ 
ed to be given them as their peculiar property. Lest yoji should 
not have had the particulars, let m^e mention, that a most dread- 
ful tcrapei^ of a paFticular kind, discharged itself on tlie coasts 
of NewfoMdland. The sea rose near upon thirty feet almost 
instantly. ^ Above seven hundred boats, with all their people, 
peri&hed,|knd eleven ships with most of their, crews. AtHavre-t 
de-Grace, no fewer than tliree hundred boats were lost. Tho 
devastation was hardly less on the land ; the waters broke in 
beyond their usual bounds, and occasioned vast destruction. — 
The sho|^§ presented a shocking spectacle. 
\ As tlie time approached for tlie meeting of a parliament, ad- 
dresses were po tired in from different quarters, condemning the 
eonduct of the Americans ; appro ving. of aJl the acts of govern-*, 
ment ; and in general recommending a perseverajieein the same 
until the colonics shall he reduced to a thorough obedience. — 
Manchester distinguished itself by taking the lead. These ad^ 
dresses necessarily implied an approbation of the measure that 
was then in execution, viz. the sending of five battalions of Ha- 
noverian troops, to replace tlie like number of British, in the gar- 
risons of Gibralter and Minorca thereby to increase the force in 
America with the addition of the latter. The electoral regiments 
sailed for the places of destination the fii'st of November. 

Petitions of a contrary tendency to the addresses were present- 
ed from several places. Great bodies of American, African and 
West-india merchants, with a majority of the inhabitants of tlic 
cities of London and Bristol, still struggled to have matters re- 
stored to their ancient state, but to no purpose. At a numerous 
meeting of the freeholders of Middlesex, [Sep. 25.] after agree- 
ing to instruct their members in behalf of public liberty, it was 
moved and carried, " that a letter should be addressed from the 
freeholders of Middlesex to those of Great-Britain," The tenor 

of - 
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of it is in favout of a reconciliation with America, and against 
the prosecution of the ministerial war. Four days after, (SepU 
29.) the lord mayor, Mr, Wilkes, acquainted the livery with 
his having received a letter from the continental congress, which 
was read ; when it was moved and passed in the affirmative^ 
** that a letter addressed fi*om the livery of London to the elec- 
tors of Great-Britain should be read;".whidi wasdone^ and af- 
terward published. Three days before the iiieeting of pariia-. 
inent, an event took place, which for a while engaged the pub- 
lic attention. Rumours of combinations in favour of the Ame- 
ricans, had been frequent. It was said, that they were piivately 
abetted by the advice and conrespondence, and assisted by the 
purses of personages of high rank and importance* These re- 
ports spread much alarm through the nation, and, exasperated 
those who considered the Americans as rebels. Hints and su- 
spicions were given and taken ; and at length a seeming founda- 
tion for them appeared. (Oct. 23.) Mr. Sayre, a<p^aieiicai» 
born, and a banker in London^ was secured; and be|lg examine 
ed before the secretary of state, lord Rochford, and confronted 
b^ his accuser, was committed to the tower for high tftasoo, oix 
the ridiculous charge, of a design of seizing his majesty at noon; 
day, in his passage to the house (rf peers; of conveying him a 
prisoner to the tower, and afterwards out of the kingdom; and of 
' overturning the whole form of government, by bribing a tew 
sergeants of the guards, who were also to bribe their men. After 
a close and severe confinement of five days, an habeas corpus 
was granted, and he Was brought before the lord chief justice oiF 
the king's bench, who admitted him to bail, on his own security^ 
in th'e trifling sum of five hundred pounds, and that of two se-^ 
curities in as much, for his appearance to answer the charge. No 
prosecution was attempted, and at the session in December it was 
moved to have his recognisance discharged, which was granted 
accordingly. The secretary will be sued for illegal imprisonment, 
though it is thought his conduct is justifiable in point of law. — - 
(Oct. 26.) His majesty opened the session of parliament with a 
speech, which proposed sanguinary measures, and charged the^ 
American leaders with having nothing in view, but the establish-, 
ment of an independent empire. It says, " I have received ther 
most friendly offers of fereiga assistance ; and if I shall make any 
treaties in consequence thereof, they shall be laid before you. — • 
And I have, in testimony of my affection for my people, sent 
to the garrisons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, apartof my elec- 
toral troops; that a larger number of the estabUshed forces or 
this kingdom, may be applied to the maintenance of its authori- 
ty. When the deluded multitude, against whom tliis f#rce wili 
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he directed, shall become sensible of their error, I shall be ready 
to receive the misled with tenderness and mercy. I shall give 
authority to certain persons to grant general or particular par- 
dons and indemnities, in such manner, and to such persons, as 
they shall think fit, and to receive the submission of any province 
wliich shall be disposed to return to its allegiance. ,It may also 
be proper to authorise the persons so commissioned to restore 
such province, so returning to its allegiance, to the free exercise 
of its trade and commerce, and to the same protection and secu,-* 
rity as if such province had never revolted," When an address 
to his majesty in answer to the speech, had been moved and se- 
conded in the house of commons, lord John Cavendish moved 
for an amendment ; which occasioned a long debate, tliat was 
carried on with the utmost eagerness and unceasing energy <m 
both aide^^The employment of foreign troops to reduce Amc-f 
iica, was^Robject animadverted upon by opposition witli pectu 
liar Violc^B and indignation. 

Gener^Bonway though in place, opposed adminjistration ;and 
* condemjM, in the most decisive terms, the American war, de- 
claring ^lo be cruel, unnecessary and unnatural— calling it ia 
plain tOMS, a butchery of his fellow subjects. He reprobated 
everyidHbf conquering America, upon all the grounds of justice^ 
expedieMy and practicability. He declared in the piost unre- 
*»• served td^ns against the right of taxation, and wished to see the 
' declaratory law repealed (though it had passed under his own au- 
spices when in administration) rather tlian it should be employed 
to colour designs, the most opposite to the intentions, publicly- 
declared, of those who supported it in parliament, and particu- 
larly opposite to the fullest declaration of his own at tiie time of 
his moving it. The ministry made as good a defence as their 
cause would admit ; and pleaded, " We are now in a situation 
which doth not afford a possibility of receding without shame» 
ruin and disgrace." Lord North acknowlegded, that he ha4 
been deceived ; that he did not imagine that all America would 
have armed in the ttause. Administration, he said, proceeded upon 
the information they had received ; if olher gentlemen were ia 
possession of better, why did they not communicate it ? Admin- 
istration had opposite information, but thev adhered to that 
which came from persons whose interest made them parties with 
the inclinations of ministry. That which they neglected, as pro- 
ceeded from mistake or a wrong bias, th^^ now find to have 
l>een the truest. 

The space of a whole night was consumed in the debates 
upon the royal speech ; it was near five in the morning 
when the motion made by the opposition was rejected by 
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S^8^ against 108 ; after which the address was carried without 
a division. - 

In the house of lords, the debatfe on the address was also long 
and warm. The duke of Grafton suddenly and unexpected!]^ 
quitted adnoinistration. He went into a decisive condcmnatiofi 
of all the acts of government for some time past, with respect to 
America, as well as of the measures held out by the speech. He 
declared that he had been deceived and misled upon that subject '; 
tod that, by the withholding of information and the misreprc- 
sentment of facts, he had been induced to lend his countenance 
to measures which he never approved; and that he was blindly- 
led to give a support to the one of coercing America, from a 
firnl persuasion held out, that matters would never come to an 
extremity of that nature, and that an appearance of coercion waS 
allthatwas requisite to establish a reconciliation. HQ|«ertedthjtt 
nothing less than a total repeal Of all the Americai^fcys whic!l 
had been passed since 1763, could now restore pcac^Kd happU 
ness. The lofds in administration did not deny thlfcpertect^-^ 
ness of their information in some matters, butpleaM^thc im- 
practicability of obtaining such knowledge as mighWave pre- 
vented several disappointments. They were obiigec^Adepend 
upon the sagacity and judgment of those whom th^Ptrusted. 
They had taken all possible pains to proceed upon surggrounds. 
It woul^ be unjust to make them answerable for failures which^ 
were occasioned by events totally unexpected by the shrewdest 
persons upon the spot ; to such alone must be attributed the ge- 
neral want of success in thfe plans pursued in the course of the 
present year. There were two remarkable instances of this kind ; 
the one was the total alteration of circumstances in the province 
of New-Torky the other was the implicit acquiescence of the 
southern colonies in the views and arrangements of the north- 
ern.' These Were events that accelerated with irresistible rajiidi- 
ty the revolution of affairs through the continent, and equally- 
surprised the ministry, who from their intelligence, coiild bo 
no wise apprehensive QJF^uch an unhappy turn. The defection 
of New-York they imputed to its being compelled into measures 
by the Connecticut insurgents, which the people there would 
never have otherwise adopted. They pleaded, ** We must ei- 
ther reduce the colonies to submission, of for ever relinquish all 
dominion over them, and all advantage ftom North- America.*' 
The motion for the address was at length carried by 16 votes 
against 33. But a protest against it was drawn up, and signed 
by nineteen peers. In that they condemned the war commen- 
ced against America with the utmost freedom and asperity j" and' 
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ifiko rensiu'ed '^ilh equal severity, th^e employing of foreign 
Iroopsand various other parts of tlie ministerial conduct* , . 
, As aone of the measures adopted by administration gave more 
Igmbrage tlian the employment of the HanoveriaH troops, oppo- 
^tion determined to oring it before parliament in the most so- 
lemn and serious manner. A motion was accordingly made in 
the house of liMsdsy ileciarLng that to employ foreign troops with- 
out the previous consent of parliament, was dangerous and un* 
toft«^titutiona^ as being clearly against law. In the debate which 
follo^yed■, various arguments were u«ed for and against the le- 
gality of introducing foreign forces into the kingdom or its de-t 
pendencies without consent of parliament. As an act of indem- 
nity would have been a recognisance o£its iliegaiity, it was stu^ 
piously warded offi as well as the motion itself which was de* 
^ated by the previous question, carried by a majority of 75 ta 
•32. In the house of commons^ the debates on this subject were 
ino less elaborate, and consisted of much the same reasonings^ 
The motion. .was similar tp tiiat in the house of Jords^ and was^ 
lost in like manner, 81 for, and* 203 against it. Thus was. a 
question, of which the magnitude is equal to that of any other 
iundameBtal pointjnthe constitution, put off to future decision* 
While it was in agitation, an incomparable majority of the pub- 
^c agreed in the opinion adopted by the opposition. However 
fhey might differ concerning measures to be pursued respecting 
America^ they cordially united with them in condemning thQ 
admission of foreign troops into the kingdom or its dependen* 
cies, without the express a^ent of parliaments 

lliat the designs of the Americans might beeompletely frus- 
trated, it was proposed in a committee of supply, tliat tiie navat 
establishment of sailors and marines should be augmented to 
^8,000 men, and that the number of ships of war on the Ame-, 
tican station should amount to eighty. The land forces wer6 to 
consist of 25,000 of the selected troops in the service. These 
formidable preparations called up the attention of several princi- 
pal members in the opposition* in order, if possible, to render 
the operations of war unnecessary, it was proposed to^facihtate 
the means of reconciliation. [Nov. 7.] I'o this purpose, Mr. 
T* Luttrell moved for an address to his majesty, *f humbly re^ 
guesting, that he will authorize the commissioners who aiay be 
empowered to act in America, to receive proposals for concilia- 
tion from any general conventioo or congress, or other collec- 
tive body tliat shall be found most perfectly to convey tlie senti- 
xrjents.of one or more of the several continental coionies, sus- 
pending all enquiry into the legal or illegal forms under which 
such colonv or colonies may be disposed to trcHt, as the most ef- 
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fcctual means to prevent the further effusion of blood, and tore-* 
con<yle the honor and permanent interest of Great-Britain with 
the requisitions of his majesty's American subjects.** The mo- 
tion was seconded, but when the question was put, it passed in 
the negative without a division. Lord Harrington, in stating the 
army estimates, observed that the number of effective men in 
the army at Boston by the last returns, wasl41ii ; but that the 
forces ii? America were augmented to 34 battalions, amounting 
in the whole to upward of 25,000 men. This augmentation be- 
ing considerable, he thought it necessary to speak a few words 
Vn the subject. He said, he understood that the idea of taxation 
was entirely given up, and that being the case, it was absolutely 
necessary to secure the constitutional dependence of that country* 
The general plan of administration, he believed to be, first to 
arm, and send out commissioners; and then if the Americans 
should continue to resist, to employ against them the whole pow- 
er sent out, in forcing them to obedience. His hint about the 
idea of taxatioi^ being entirely given up> alarmed many gentle- 
men who had supported government in their coercive measures^ 
with a view, and in a firm persuasion that the revenue to be 
drawn from America, would, in a proportionable degree, lessen 
tlieir own burdens. 

Neither the secretary of state, who received the congressional 
petition brought by governor Penn, nor any other minister or 
person in authority, had since his arrival proposed a single ques-f 
tion to him, or desired the smallest information from him. Thia 
circumstance gave countenance to the charge, that a systerh.had 
been chalked out for ministers, which they were obliged blindly 
to pursue and to act in, merely as machines, without being at 
liberty to form an opinion as to justice, eligibility or consequence. 
[Nov. 10.] The duke of Richmond procured however, an ex- 
amination of governor Penn before the house of lords. It ap- 
peared from his examination — that congress was in the highest 
veneration imaginable by all ranks and orders of men*— that he 
believed implicit obedience was paid to their resolutions through 
^U the provinces — tliat in Pennsylvania 20,000 effective men 
had voluntarily enrolled themselves to enter into actual service \i 
necessity required ; and th;^t among them were persons of th6 
most respectable character in the province — that he presumed 
the major part were in flourishing situations — that beside these 
20,000, there were 4000 minute -men, Whose duty was pointed 
out by then: description. They were to be ready for service at 
a minutes warning — that the Pennsylvanians perfectly under-* 
stood the art of making gun-powder — that they had made that 
and salt-petre — that the art of casting cannon had been carried 
to great perfection — that small arms had been made- to as great 

a degree 



Digitized 



by Google 



- ; 



A. D. irip^l AMERICAN liEVOLUTIOW. 5l 

« degree of perfection ascooW be uxragiijed — tliat tlie /Vriiericanc 
were. equally expert with the Europeans at ship-building— that 
he was suj*e the language of congress expressed the sense of the 
people of Amerka in general, as far as it applied to Penrisylvas- 
nia \^ an<l for the other provinces he affirmed tlie saine, though 
from infofnmtion only — that the petition which, he had presented 
to the king> had been considered as an olive branch, and tliat 
fee Iiad been compHiDcnted by his friends as the messenger of 
pqace — ^that he imagined the Araoricans, who placed much re- 
liance on the petition, would- be dn veivta desperation by its non- 
succQs^ — ibat he was apprehensive that sooner tlian yield to 
what were supposed to he the unjust claraai of Great-Britain, the 
Apaericaiis would take theresodution-of calling in^the- aid of fo- 
reign, assistance — and tlvat, in his opinion, the neglect with 
which the Isist petitioa was treated, would induce the Americans 
to resign all hopes of pacific negociations. When he was after- 
W2^4 cross-sxairuaed h^ answered to some questions put to him 
' — that except in the case of taxation, he apprehended the Ame- 
ricans would have no objection, to acknowledge the sovereignty 
cf Great-Britain? — that fue knew nothing, of the proGeedings of 
the congresSythey were generally transacted unoer the seal of 
secrecy — and that in case a formidable force siiould be sent 
over to Ameiica ia support of government, he did not imagine 
there were many who would openly profess submission to the 
autliority ofj)arjiament^ When governor, PennJiad withdi-awn, 
the duke of Richmond^ after speaking a few words^ moved^ 
" That the matter of tl>e Am^can petition* affords ground' for 
€on€iliatioitx)f the^ unhappy difei^nce subsisting: between the 
mother, country and the colonies, and that it is highly necessa- 
rj that proper steps be immediately taken for attaining so de- 
sirable aa object." After a long and violent debate, the motioi\ 
In favoiJ of tlie petitioa: iijras rejected by a* division of 86 against 
33, including proxies. 

The house of commons was^ filled with ij6 less- altercation i|i 
(Eonsequence 9i the demands for the supplies on account of the 
,AraericE^iw9.r. The land-tax was to be raised to foiir shillings in 
the pound. This augpoentation occasionedoie country gentlemen 
tq turn their attenUoato aaobject particularly i&terestingtotliem- 
sejve^^ They had supported coersive measures^ in expectation 
tliat a reveniie would arise from the colonics, to lessen the weigiit 
of the burdens with which this country is loaded. .Actuated by 
such hope, they were willing to advance money, wWie they hali 
a piTospexjt of being relievedftom exactions in future, by contri- 
butioas to be drawn from America. It was therefore with no 
,&n^ali surprize aiid. concern tliat they observed,, by tUe language 
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of ministry, that the idea of taxation was in a inanx^r abaado0f« 
ed as iBexpedient or impracticable. They declared^ that if that 
essential object was relinquished, they also should recede frosat 
their intention of granting money for the prosecuting of a eon-«-. 
test^ from which no substantial benefits were to be derived ; and 
which was attended with an expence^ that nothing but the weU' 
founded expectation of large pecuniary future emoluments couid .* 
encouralge them to support These discontents of the landed gen-> 
tlemen were a serious alarm to^ministry. The only method of 
pacifying them was a solem assurance that the intention of ob- 
taining a revenue from America had never been dropped. What^w 
ever language might have been held on this subject, no more was 
meant, than that in times of so much trouble and confusion, it - - 
was not advisable to mix that with othercauses of dissention and 
clamor in the colonies ; but,, though abandoned for the present,, 
the idea fully subsisted in prospect. This explanatory answer 
having quieted the country gentlemen, the land tax was fixed 
at four shillings, in the pound, by a majority of four to-onc 

An address, petition and memorial,, has been transmitted froa^> 
the representatives of Nova-Scotia to the king and parliament, iit * 
consequence of the minister's conciliatory proposkion during il\e 
last session. It proposes the raising of a revenue in the colony^ 
by paying a certain fixed sum in the hundred on the importatioa 
of loreign goods. By which regulation the revenue will always 
bear a due proportion to the wealth and consumption of the cow 
Icmy. The rate of this duty is to be ascertained by parliament^ 
and to remain unalterably fixed ; theonly future regulation to hie. 
allowed is, for making the duty correspond with the compara^* 
tive vsdue of moi>ey at the time the rates are settled. But it prajrs 
** that when the ex^encies of the state may require any furthei? 
supplies from this province,, that then such requisitions may be 
made in the usual manner formerly practised ;.** by which the 
petitioners evidently mean to secure themselves the right of , 
granting their own money in all such exigencies. It also contains 
a list of grievances of which they entreat the redress, while 
they intimate the necessity of such redress to insure a permanent 
connection, and to retain, the aiFections of the people. 

As the petition proposed the raising of a revenue under the di-' 
rcction of pai-liament, [Nov. 15.] administration received it ; and 
on the day appointed the house of commons went into a commit- 
tee upon it ;, when upon the motion of lord North it was resolyi^ 
ed, ** That the proposition in tlie petition is fit to be accepted^ 
and that the anoount of the duty shouldbe eight pounds per eentumy 
Vpon all such commodities — that on the formal settlement of 
this matta:^ all other taxes and di^esshouldcease^ such onjy ex*«» 
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cepted as regulated commerce ; the prodtJce of which was to be 
carried to the account of tlie province — and that a direct import^ 
ation into Nova-Scotia, of all wines, oranges, lemons, currants 
and raisins, from the place of their growth and produce, should 
be admitted, A fortnight after, the resolutions were reported, 
with a view to frame a hill agreeable to the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. But a multiplicity of greater objects engagii^the time 
and attention of the ministers, and further consideration, occa- 
sioned a total relinquishment of this business* 

[Nov. 16.] The rapidity with which ministry carried all their 
measures, did not prevent Mr. Burke's moving for a concilia- 
tory bill. . The motion was prefaced by a petition from the prin- 
cipal clothing towns in the county of Wilts; and that was in- 
tended to counteract another, which had been procured for a 
contrary purpose, and to pr^event (in the petitioners words) the 
dreadful effects which might arise from such misrepresentation 
being conveyed to parliament. The debate that followed was 
not terminated till four in the n>orning, when the previous 
4)uestion being put, the motion was negatived by a majority of 
210 to 105. 

• Some days after, the bill for prohil^lting all intercourse with tibe 
Thirteen United Colonies was lyought into parliament. Yoa 
will have received it long beforeyou can get this letter ; and must 
have observed, that commissioners, whom it enables the crown 
to- appoint, have only the power of simply granting pardons, but 
are not authorized to enquire into grievances, much less to offer 
the redress of tliem. This bill roused immediately the inmost furjr 
of opposition 4 but the ministry were prepared to meet it without 
being moved from the ground they had taken. In the ct)ur8e of 
the various arguments and methods of reasoning employed against 
the bill, no few sarcasms wcje introduced. Among others, it 
was observed by one of its staunchest opposers, that the guardian 
genius of America had that day presided with full influence in the 
midst of the British councils. He had inspired the measures 
that had been resolved upon by those who directed the affeirs of 
the country. They were evidently calculated to answer all the 
purposes which the most violent Americans, and their most zea- 
lous adherents could propose, by inducing the pfeople in the c©-. 
lonies to unite in the most inflexible determination to cast off 
all depenHence on this government, and to establish a free and in- 
dependent state of their own. He therefore moved, that the title 
of the bill should be altered, and worded in such a manner as 
should express its real intent and meaning ; in which case, he was 
of opinion, it should be stiled a bill for carryiiig more effectually 
into execution tlie rcs<rfves of coflgress. After a long and vehe-^ 
f - ' ment 
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ment altetcation, the motion for the bill wa$ Carried, (Dec. H .> 
by I ^2 votes against 6 U 

In the house of lords, the opposition to the bill was no less- 
keen >nd severe. It was reprolwited as neither equitaWe, expe- 
dient or politic. This bill (it is said) completes tlie measures of 
that severity which refuses to listen to representations of a peo^ 
pie, who persist in spite of ill treatment, ta call themselves th'd- 
subjects of Great' Britain ; and who implore its clemency tasus^ 

Ehd the sword lifted to strike them> till one more heacing has- 
en granted them. 

In the course of this famous debate, it was observed by »great 
Uw lord, that the question of original right or wrong,., was not 
so n^uch to be attended to, as the indispensable necessity of self- 
defence* We are now engaged, in a war, and must exert our- 
selves to pjosccute it with success. The critical situation of our 
circumstances compels us to fight* The laconic speech, which » 
Scotch general in the army of Gustavus Adolphus made to his- 
soldiers,^ is precisely applicable to our situation* Pointing to ther 
teemy hesaid, ** See you those men, kill therp^ my lads, or they 
will kill you.*' After a contest which lasted till midnight, the 
«90ttQn ^ the commitment of the bill vliras carried by adivisioiv 
cf78taJ9. 

If %8s followed by a protestof unusual length, and great cner^ 
gy, vjrherQiil it underwent a severe scrutiny- A minute invcatiga*- 
tion waa made of every obnoxious part, and no censures wer^ 
spared <rf which it was thought deserving. The protesting peers* 
wei^ Richmond, Ponsondy, Fitzwiiliam, Abergavenny, Rock*- 
inghftm» Chedworth, Abingdon and Manchester^ We dissent^ 
say they, m one place," Because we reject with indignation that 
dawse of tliis bill, which by a refinement in tyranny,, and ixt a. 
senjtencc worse than death, obliges the unhappy men, who shall 
fee maM captives in this predatory war, to bear arras against thei^- 
fenaiHes, kindred, friends and country -^ and after being pluniicrr 
edi thjeooselves, to become accomplices in plundering their bre» 
thren.** His majesty went to the house of peers, fDec, 21.)? 
and gate his assent to the above bill ; and to others at the same 
tiraie. 

Ja the course of the debates upon tl>e American business, tlic 
gi»C5t importance of the colonies to the mother country was urg«- 
ed^ by tbe ministry, as a reason for exerting tlxe force tf the aa» 
tion in order to reduce them to obedience, though upon other 
©ccosions they had been spoken of as little consequence. That 
thi» redi^ction might be the sooner and more effectually secured, 
^le states-jgeneral were solicited, by a letter of his majesty's owa 
bdrtd*»writing, to dispose of their Scotch brigade, to serve iagains^ 
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^e Americans the ensuing campaign. The request, HoWevef^ 
was not granted* The opinion gave by Jo/m Dark van der ChiEt^ 
pelle, in the assembly of the states of Overyssel> was pokitedly* 
against it. When entered upon his last observation, he says, 
"" Though not as principals, yet as auxiliaries, o^ir troops woulrf 
he eiTiployed toward suppi-essing (that what some please tocaH^ 
^ rebellion in the American colonies i for trhich purpose t 
^ould rather see Janissaries hit^d, than troops of a free state.**^ 

** In what an odious light must this unnatural civi^I War appcirf 
^ all Europe ; a war in which even savages (if ^eredit can ht 
^ive^ to ftews-jKiper information) refuse to engage ; more odi*' 
ous still Would It appear for a people to t^ike a part therein w1k> 
ivere themselves once slaves, bore that hateful name, but at last 
had spirit to fight themselves free. But above all, it must ap^- 
]^ear superlatively detestable to nie, Who think the Anaerican* 
worthy of every man's esteem, ahd look on them a^ a brave 
people, defending in a becoming, manly and religious manner^ 
those lights, which as men, they derive from God, not from the 
legislature of Great-Britain.*' 

" Their mode of proceeding will, 1 hope,3er\^e as aa eicam* 
pie to every nation deprived by any means of its privileges; yet 
fortunate enough in being able to niake suitable efibrte towani' 
retaining or regaining them." 

* But though 'his majesty ^s request to their high mrghtinesses^ 
Was tiot compfied with, his message to the parliament of Ireland- 
had rtiet with success, and they had voted on the 15th of Novem- 
ber, "that 4000 troops oirt: of the 12,000 voted for the defence' 
<jf that kingdom, be spared for his majesty's service abroad (the 
message had mentioned Anaerica) the same to -be no charge to 
Ireland after qtiitting the kingdom*" But they declined voting, 
**that 4000 pro testant troops be. received to replace the like 
number sent abroad ; these likewise to be no charge to Ireland;'*- 
which proposition was also contained in the message. 

[Dec. 29.] Sir Peter Parker and earl Gornwallis, with the Ac^ 
feon and Thunder bomb, sailed from Fortsmouth for Corke, ta 
convoy the troops and transports thereto America. The Ac- 
tion put into Falmouth, and took on board col. Ethan Alien and 
his fellow prisoners^ Who had been confined in Pendennis cas* 
tic, Cornwall; from whence they were removed by direction 
cf government, upon a discovery that there was anintentioa 
of bringing theiti btfofe the proper magistrate by the habeas 
corpus act, in order to ascertain whether they weje legally 
ohargable with any crime that could warrant their confine- 
ment. No assistance was given to Allen in England ; bat whert 
tile Sh^ amved at Corke, a subscription for him was begun ii» 
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Ireland, Jtnd an ample supply of necessaries giVeiibim, of whifcbr 
he and bis friends were m great heed. About the 20th of Jan* 
1776, the fleet and transports were ready to sail ; but the lord 
lieutenant of Ireland, doubting his power of permitting tlie 
troops to go, a clause, giving particular leave on this occasion, 
was inserted in one of the Irish bills* When the bill came to 
England, the clause was struck out upon tlie idea, "that the 
king had a right by his prerogative to send the troops." Tlic 
lord lieutenant still retaining his doubts, the clause was inserted 
in another bill, which was hurried through with all possible dis« 
patch. But so much time was lost by this affair, that it was the 
13th of February before the fleet could sail. It consisted of 
forty-three sail, and about 2500 troops. On the 18th they met 
with a terrible storm that dispersed them. Some of their trans- 
ports put back to Corke, others got into Plymouth, Portsmouth 
and the Western ports. The carcass bomb got into Ports-^ 
mouth : When she parted with Sir Peter he had only twenty- 
five sail with him. It is generally thought, he is destined for 
the middle or southern colonies. 

A single rifleman taken prisoner and brought over to England 
^ing carried before the mayor to be examined was dismissed} 
as no crime was charged upon him, of which that magistrate 
could take cognisance. 

His niajesty having entered into treaty with the landgrare of 
Hcsse-Cassel^ the Axxk^toi BrunsrmickzwA other G«^ww princea^^ 
for 17000 men, to be employed in America, Lord North mov* 
cd, [Feb. 29.] " that these treaties be referred to the commitjLee 
of supply.** The troops were represented as equal to any in 
Europe for the regularity of their discipline : and one reason 
iassigned for hiring them was, that men could be more readily 
£ad that way than by recruiting at home, and upon the whole onf 
cheaper terms. But the measure of employing foreign auxilia- 
ries was reprobated in all its parts by opposition : however, after 
Rebating till past two in the morning, hU-Jordship's motion was 
agreed to by a majority of 242 to ^8. When the treaties came ' 
Irefore the house of lords, they met with equal opposition, llie 
duke of Richmond moved for an address to the kiogt request- 
ing iiim to countermand the march of the German auxiliaries, 
and to give immediate orders for a suspension of hostilities ia 
America, in order to lay a foundation for a treaty, to composef 
the differences between Great-Britain and her colonies^ He 
took an historical view of tlie treaties between the Britidi aiii 
Hessian court for many years past: showing that this had grad- 
ually risen in its demands, in eyery successive treaty- The pre- 
sent wats said toliave exceeded all the former ia the QXorbitincT 
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^ its conditions. H« asserted, from the calculations be ha4 
cpadcj that the body of 1^,300 tureigners taken into British pay, 
^vould^ including all contingencies, occasion an expcnce oi m^ 
less than, ,£.1,500,000 witliin the course of a tvvcivempnth. — > 
It was said in the debates — the colonies aie to be devoted to the 
hoiTors of war, and to be tieated as a nation tVoifl which we 
fcave experienced every kin<l of contumelious usage. Unpro- 
vided with a suificicnt number of troops forihe cruel purpose 
designed, or unable to prcvc^i upon the natives of thiscowntry 
to lend their hands to such a {sanguinary busines*^ ministers have 
a^pplicd to>. those foreign princes who trade in human Woodv 
^nd hired armies of mercenaries for the work, of destruction* 
An anny of forcignei:s is now to be iatrodMced into die Britisit 
tk)niinions> not to protect them from invasion, not to deliver 
them from the ravi^ges of an hostile array, but to assist one h^lf 
of the inhabitants in pifissacreing the otjTtcr. This foreign con- 
nection will be productive of th-e most fatal events. Hitherto, 
this unhappy dispute has been confined to the people of the Brl- 
l4sh empire ; the coloni^'s have not shown a di^powtion for the 
.calling in qf any otljcr nation as an umpire. 'J l>ey apparently: 
ijepcnd upon thiernsjelves for its support and termination ; -^xul 
do not, ift all probabihty, imagine that we, can be so iqipru^cnt 
as to associate others to our dom^^tic feuds* But when they see 
thatw« hiive. recourse to, this odious, cxjie^ient, they wijl no 
longer tliink themselves bound |o stai^d siiigly in the coptcst : 
they will, aft(^r our exajm^le,, apply to strangei^s for assi^unca. 
They will c^miect thems^lve^j with su^h, as instead of req^uiring 
subsidies, wilj supply them with n\en and money-— such as wiU 
espouse tliejr q,uarrel, not from mercenary iiiouves,. but ftoiu 
hostile c^onsidejiations to this country— from anci«int habits of 
inveteracy — from a thirst of jevenge foi the losses and humiliu^ 
lions occasiooed by our arms- 

The plea uf netessicy was the CQnatant.shield with which tlie 
niinistry covered all tlte^.nieasures that l)ad been, lately ado,pted. 

But with regard to tii^ prejjQnt, tixey asserted TreMting witU 

foreign princes for the loan of their troops is. far from bein^ 
■detrimentfij ; the terms are noc exorbitant, considteiing how 
indispensably they were known to be waited,, the extraordina- 
ry service they iue to go upon, the, Jands.and, seas they are to 
traverse in going fortli a^d coijiiag home, and tl^q gre^t uncer- 
^nty of.tlieir return. Tiie compututioA of U>e expences at^ 
tending them aie over-rated. But had theexpence been great- 
€ir, the emergency is spch Uiat we tnu^thave complied with any 
tevm^ demanded. The Americans have thrown tl^mselvesouC 
jttf .our pi'Qtection, andar^ bcj:oiiie..sU'aPgei.^\ so tha^ we shuu}4 
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iR>t scruple to esiploy' against tbero, both our own forces aad 
those of our allies, Lfttte is to be apprehended froncLthecoun^ 
tenance that foreign powers nuiy give to America.; it is so evi- 
dent that their plainest interest militates against their undertake 
ing the defence of the colonies, that it is not a subject deserv« 
ing of discussion. 

After violent debates, the question was carriied in favor of mi* 
iristry, by 100 votes to 32. But not without a protest, whereia 
tiic lords say, "We have reason to apprehend, that when the 
colonies come to understand that Great-Britain is forming aUt-» 
ances and hiring foreign troops for tlieir destruction, they may 
tiiink they are well justified by the example, in endeavoring to 
avail themselves of the like assistance ; and that France, Spain^ 
Prussia or other powers of Europe, may tliink they have as good 
a right as Hesse, Brunswick and Hanau, to interfere in our do* 
mestie quwrels." When this business was decided, another 
came on, which occasioned no less ferment. The secretary of 
*rar gave notice [March J 1.] thattlie sum of .£.845,000 would 
be necessary to defray the extraordinary expences from the com-r 
mcneemcAt c^ March the preceding yeaiv to the end of last 
jfwioaiy. ' ^This information excited one of the most violeot 
«tonn/<rf" opposition ever known. " Never, said they» was so 
tast a demand .'£l>£: ccHfttingent expenqes incurred in. so short a 
iimtJ* Fitmi the various caleulatioHs made on this occasioiu 
ttltf^: inferred that no less thaa one hundred pounds a man h^a 
iNS«tt expended on the garrisoo of Boston, within less than thje 
"Htrm of ayear\ dufiog which tiooe they hadJbeen reduced to 
great extremities through want ^f provisions ; and had endured 
a Viawsety cf wretchedness^ The ministry, though assailed with 
much vehemence, stood their ground,- upon the approbation and 
autliority of parliament. They argued — As to the exp^ndi* 
ture of those sums, which are loaded with heavy censures, it 
ought to be remembered, that the operations they were employ* 
ed in, were numerous and chargable ; and that the various un-> 
4ertakings which had been resolved upon, were of so novel and 
^iKfficult tL nature, as to require the most resolute exertions and 
tiie most liberal support. The Massachusetts had, exercised that 
resistance for which, not imagining it would have been carried t» 
such, extremities, Ibey had not niade an adequate preparation ; 
but now that nothing less than ilie most daring and stubborn pp-> 
position was expected fi^om tl)e colonists^ they sliould no Ipnger 
withhold their strength ^ bpt should'put it forth in such a oonneF 
»s would shew that Britain was fully able to crusii them. A ses- 
sion or two more of firmness and vigor,, would brii^ about aa 
alteration of af&trS| and make th^ colonies repent of the provo^ 
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r^timis they had given to thirf canmtj: Tfce motioii fpr th« 
siupply was carried by a m^ofky of 180 to 57. 

[March H-] A fresh attenift Was maie in the hause of 
lords to prevent a continuaiice of hoetUities. The duke of Graf* 
ton niQved j that an address* shoalii be presented lo the thrones 
requesting that, in order to stop the further effusion of Wood, ami 
to nxatiifest the sincere desii^iof king and parliament to i^store 
j^eace* and repress grievances, a proclamation might be issued, 
declaring, that if the colonies should. present a petition to*tha 
cotnnnaiitfer in* chief of Ixis majesty's forces in America, or tothe 
cpnimissioners appointed for such purposes^ setting fourth vriiat 
they considered to be their }ust rights and real grievances,, thtt 
king woi^d consent to a,$4jspensiio»of ;arms> and refer their petif 
tion to parKanjient, where they might he confident it would .be 
duly considered and answered. All the reasonings of those whe 
supported the motion were totally inoffectual : it was rejected 
I)y a ma}ority of near three to one. Thus ended a debate, which 
j>tit sf period, {ot a while, to all ajttpmi^s for concilailoiry measures 
in either house of paiiiaiAenf* Buttbeiord mayor, aWiWinan, and 
commons of the city of Lo»don, still c(Jntinued their endeavors^ 
in an humble and decent address, which they presented tohi^ 
khajestyi. [March 22. J; The answer^ tbou^ not aecordii^ to 
thek petition, waa no wise irritating'^ and ejlcpre«i«d- as much 
Hietcy and clemency to the Amcriwrna, adj^d^edtojb* in astate 
X)*^ rebellion, a^ could fee .expected^ eonsidieiHng.whateoesciott 
was going 6)rwQtdv Someof the Bi'unswick tr(>ope««ile4AQHJ 
Spithead£Aprir4r} under cojivoy oftwoiBen' of wary and wetc 
foHowedthe next day by ge^cFak Bui^oyne and: i^bilips ; Bur^ 
goyhe had left Boston m Decenrijer^ and ^eturn^ home afi»r a 
^bort passage^ - :. . , ^ 

-^[May &.] Letters pateni, fey his- majesty 's* order, passed im* 
*der the great seal<:onstituting lord Howe and geneialiHowe^ lo 
i>e his iTiajjestly's commissioners for Fcstoiiiig peace to tiie cobmcs 
ih North- Anverica, and for granting pardon to 8»eh o£ his-raat- 
1esty*^ssubjeGt)& there, now in rebellion, as shall deserve tlw royv 
ali nvercy. The same day, comflaodore Hotliam, with all .4lie 
%r2(nspbrts^ having the fet division of Hessians wi "boards sailed 
^om St. Helen's for North- Amenlca. The. troops arc to ^s^ 
in forcing the rebels to ask mercy. Five *iys after, hi» lord- 
'ship followed in fche Eagle man of war. ' - . 

-According to the estimates laid before^^^arKament, the army to 
¥e cinployed against the Americans, in different quarters amounts 
to 55,000 naen, besides all the recruits raised in Canada and other 
ipaitsof the continent, w-hich may amount to 5000.^ Tliesees-. 
timatcs must however have supposed the regiments foil. But 
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after dechicting for deficiencies in all conceivabte ways, we wuLf 
allow the whole land force, with which the united colonies vtil 
have to combat, to be at least 40,000 privates and officers. 

[May 23.3 His majesty went to the house of peers ; gave hii 
Toyal assent to such bills as were presented ; and th^n put an eni 
to the session. In his speech be said, " It is with piesmiHpe I in-* 
form you, that the assurances which i have received of ttie dis«» 
positions of the several powers in Europe, promise a continuaiK^ 
cf tne genera] tranquility.** 

Many in Britain are more then ever disgusted with coercive 
measures, from the ill ^success which has attended their execu«- 
tion. The disasters which have happened, have made a deep im- 
pression upon their minds ; and they are ready to impute th^eiB, 
rather to the iniquity, than to the imprudence of the Sicbetnes. 
in agitation. But administration has been supported by botk 
the press and the pulpit. Several pamphlets, composed iritb 
much art and ability, and reconunended by many of the t)cau*- 
ties of lauguage, have painted in black and hateful colours, jtbci 
claims and x:onduct of the Americans ; and have, by that meaay 
not a little inflamed the resentment of the mother country^ On< 

of the leading methodist preachers, Mr.W — , ha&reyivcd 

the doctrines of passive obedience and non-resistance, nearly as 
asserted in the last century. He declines practising them tpward 
his superiors in the English church, of which he professes him*: 
«elf a member.. The doctors Johnson and Shebbeare, as ia Kfu- 
ty and gratitude bound for their respective pensions^ have pub* 
Hshed many ingenious things on the side of ministry. But none 
have distngoished themselves more among the political champi^ 
ens of the day, than Dr. Price. He published in February a 
most admirable peace, stiled " Observations on the nature of 
civil liberty, the principles of government, and the justice and 
policy of the American war.'* Such was the avidity with which 
it was read, that it ran through four editions within a month. 
His opponents may write against it as much as they will, but 
they will neVer be able to confute it. On the 24th of March, 
at a court of common council, a motion was made and carried, 
*' That the thanks of the court be given to Dr. Price, for his 
excellent pamphlet. of civil liberty ; also, that the free.dom of 
the city be presented to him in a gold box.'* Three days after, 
at a court of assistants of the drapers company, a motion was 
made and carried to present the doctor with the freedom of that 
company. The doctor has conveyed his acknowledgments to 
the lord mayor, alderman, and coinmon council ; and caressed 
his hope that their approbation would lead the public to hx theic.. 
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tiews more on such Tneasdresa^ should save asinlting eonstitu- 
tfoti, aiid preserve us from hnperiding calamities. 

You may wish to know the setitihients of the French relative 
to the American contest. Those of the nobility ^nd gentry, 
who, are tolerably versed in th6 English language, accustom them- 
selves to the reading of the papers containing the disputes be* 
^een Britain and the colonies. The generality conceive of the 
affair as a family quairel, which the parties^ will make up after 
a while. Whatever they may wish, as to its continuance ^d 
increase, and however they ijiay covertly contribute towards it$ 
siipjK)rt, they Will decline, for the present, all public interfe- 
rence, and give the most satisfactory assurances to the court of 
London, from an apprehension that both sides would otherwise 
accommodate, unite and fall npon them. Should the late acts 
w5iich parliament have passed, arid the hiring of German auxifi^ 
aries, force the congress iilto Ja declaration of independence, 
they will still remain inactive, ij^hatever preparations they may 
make, until same very favourable occuiTenC^s brings them for- 
n^M-d. Till tiien, they will not think of taking the colonies by 
the hand ; lest Britain should, upon its being done, offer eveiy 
thing short of independence, and thereby unite them afresh to 
Ae mother country ; which might disgrace France in the eyes 
of otlier European powers, if not expdse her to worse qonse- 
quences. 

' Yon will easily conceive of my eager expectation of hearing . 
from you shortly. The operiitions in America will soon be fex- 
ti^ewiely interesting. Let your informations be as early and fre- 
quent as possible. " 
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■ Roxbuyy, JuJy i9> 1776, 

THE affairs of Canada shall employ our first attention. 
Sir Guy Carleton has treated the prisoners, taken at the at- 
tack of Quebec, both officers and privates, with the utmost hu- 
manity. In conversation with major Meigs, when returning 
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liis sword, Sir Guy said, " You Were ccrtably ckcelved in &&t 
numbers, and did not expect we were so strong." Tlie iriajji^ 
answered, *' No we^ knew your strength."^ Carleton pecsistcdj 
** You roust have been deceived : for you never could have af-* 
tacked us,; had you known that we were double your numbeil*^ 
llie major rejoined, ** We were riot* deceived;, out were petv 
suaded, that many o^ your men would not fight, and though^ 
that some of them might join us/** T^ discourse was changed^ 
and soon ended.., * 

The blockade of Que&ec Wa^aDntiniieiI;TbuCgreatfwere A'l^ 
fears of the^ AniericanSyas t^iey hail no more than 460 men to <i(> 
duty, while there were lapwardpf thr^e timed the lUinibeuntti^ 
city. They werein^laify expectaiion^ that tlae latter w6di4&^ 
ly out upon them^ At le«gth capt Se'abdrfty wit^ tweiflty-se^feft 
men from the Massachusetts arrived for th^ir cndouragemetttS 
(Jan. 25.) and was followed by other small reinforcement^ 
Whereby they were enabled to' rest one ni^t (mt of two, whlcl^ 
had not been thecase for a raonihv Theiy advanced, and bega^'ia* 
gain to erectworks before (Quebec : but their ordnaEceppovecfiAa^ 
equate. All ijit troops that could be spared trom tlie garrisoiiSf 
Montreal were sent down : but it was not till late iii Februaf^i 
tjiat the army before the city amounted 16 960,officer« incl^dei^ 
of rank and file fit for duty, the number Wc<$ only J72-^ Mr^ 
Beaujeu imbodied a party of Canadians, with the dfesign of rai^nc 
the siege ; but vsras encountered, and easily dispersed (Mar.,^.5,J 
hy a detachment from the continentals. The misconduct of th^ 
American soldiery however, lost them the friendship of the Ca^; 
jiadians. The account forwarded by ah oiBcer'w^s to the fbilcJ-w^ 
ing purport— *** When gen. Montgomery first penetrated {h# 
country, the Canadians were friendly. His most unfortunat^ 
fate and other accidents have produced such a change, that thpV 
can be no more looked upon as frieiids. _.Their clergy havebe'cflf 
neglected, perhaps iff used, and so are unanimously, thbugh pri< 
vately against the Americans. The peasantry in general ha^c' 
been maj-treated i in some instances have been dragooned wit^ 
the point of the bayonet, to furui^h wood at^ j lower rate tJika 
the current price? They have had gfven them, for articles iVr^ 
nished, certificates which are not legible, or are without a sign^-J" 
ture; so that one half them have, of consequence, been i'^^^ 
jected by the quarter-master-general. They have had promised' 
of payment, without being paid; ,.and so been brought to 1^ **^ 
upon the promises as vague, thek labpr and property as lost, sfc 
congress as bankrupt. With respect to the better sortof peop! ^ 
both French and English, sevqn-eights wish to seethe throats 'p 
tlie continentals cut. The whole country has been leftwithdf 
* ' "an^ 
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ttgr kind of laWj other than that o^ the arbitrary and despotic 
pbvwer of the swordy in the hands af the several commanding 
officers, too frequently abused in all cases of this nature. Th<* 
Americans have themselves brought about by mismanagement, 
Whatg^m C«rleton himself could never eifFect. A priest's house 
has been entered with great violence, and his watch plunderecf 
from biHi. At attother house the An>eri€an8 ran in debt about 
twenty shillings sterling ; and because the owner wanted to be 
paid, they ran him through the rieck with the bayonet Women 
and children have been terrified, and forced to fuinish horses ta 
private soldier*, without any prospect o( pay* While the Ca- 
nadians have in this way fcween alienated from, and inabittered 
^ittst die continentals, these have been practising; the most 
lK:andalous waste of piovisionS, and by it, absurdly Ridding to die 
danger ari^ng.fron> their other conduA/' On the recieiptof this 
information, congress resolved [April 13.] " That instruction* 
he sent to the commisaoners, to cause justice to be done to the 
Canadians ; and that the commanding officer in Canada be di- 
i^cted to be very attentive to military disciplifte, and to inflict 
^enijplary punishment on all those vrh(> violate th^ military re-' 
^ulatioAS established by congress." They had before ordered 
lour battalions to Canada, they now added six more ; and di- * 
fected the commissary-general to forward 200Q barrels of port 
thither with ^tpossible dispatch. 

• While the troops lay before Quebec^ they caught the small- 
pox fyon a girl v\^ho liad been a nurse in tiie city hospital, anti 
came out among thenv. The distemper spread, and tl>e soldiers 
inoculated themselves for their own safety, regardless of aH or- 
ders to the contrary^ The reinforcements, which were daily- 
arriving, practised the same method ; so tliat though, by the first 
ef May, the army consisted of more than 3000 men, tbeiewere 
Jiot 900 fit fbr duty at the several posts j and the whole were 
^eatly scattered for want of barracks. What added to the dis- 
tress, medicines and e^ery thing necessary for the sick, wei-e* 
wanted. This was the situation of the troops when gen. TVio- 
.^iias arrived to take the command ; but still soinething was at- 
letnpted. Xh€^ rwcr abowt ^lebec being sufficiently ciearec* 
from ice [May 3.] the An^ericans took the opportunity of 
the flood for sending up a fire-sliip^ about ten o'clock at nighty 
in order to fire the shipping; and drew up ready to attack the 
walls, if the fire should take place. They were provided with. 
lad^e^, and their scheme was well laid. Had ir succeeded/ 
the garrison must have been thi-own into great confusion : and- 
bad that opportunity for making an assault been embraced, the 
town musthave been in enjinent danger of being taken. Tho^ 
^^p coining from below w^ at first supposed to tea friend, ar--* 
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rived from sjea to the relief of the besi^gjed> . Being .Q^iM»74| 
was not till she was very i^ear the shippijpg, that she was dwiOt. 
vered to be an enemy, when a heavy fire at her conui^eiicj^dU 
the people on bpard, finding that they were no longer coiicea>e 
ed, lighted tlie trajn, and in a moment she wa$ in a blasse ; l«ef 
sails took fire,, and checked her way ; and the tide beg^nningjtn 
ebb, she was carried down the river. The ipen mad? th^it ^a\ 
cap^ in boats, - > 

General Thomas, perceiving that nothing effectual coul^ W 
done by the army in its present condition, learning that, the5^l>ai 
only three day3 provision, and apprehensive of .the danger t^al 
would take place upon the arrival of British reinforcements [Nfajl 
5.] called a council of war, when it was concluded to make |h# 
best retreat iq their power. The measures which immediat^ 
followed, wei*e sufiicient indications to the enemy, pf wh^ wat 
intended* It so happened, that ?arly in the morning [May 6. J 
after the retreat was concUided upon, the Surprise frigates^ fivnn. 
Great-Britain ai^rived, and was soon followed by the. Iris og S4t 
guns, and the Martin sloop, with succours. They had». ky^Sift 
zeal and activity of the officers and crews, forced tlieir vto^ 
tlirough the ice while the passage up the river was dceme4>a)iQQs|t 
impracticable. They had on board 1.000 marine^, and two cqoh 
panics of the 29tk regiment, which were landed with ,aU ^xpedU 
tson. Aboiit noon, gen. Carletoa havii^ joined them toiiiis pwtt- 
troops, marched Qut» 800 strongs to attack the Am^iaaMtt W|i^ 
b^ began their retreat before; for geo. Thomas cpuki n^thazg,^ 
waiting ail attack^ as tiQ was not able to collect more ttvMikS^yt 
300 men, on.account. of their being so sc^ttere^ on,Foii|i(; h^n*. 
Isle of Orleans,. Beau Port and edier villagers. Th^ lAjmericao^ 
abandoned their baggage, artillery,: stores and ^ther ioci^oiJ^aai 
ces. The. sick got off as tJiey could, creeping away from tliie-ho$-* 
pitals, njany with the snigli-pQx full on thpm. The. Cun^^t 
proved kind, secrefe^d and. took care, of them till they wereabte 
to march off and join their comrades. Sir Guy Carleton did nei 
take moje. than about 100 prisonersu Thp king's troups that ha* 
justarrivedy were ianp condition for a pursuit; butcoyld tbo 
whole have foUowed with vigor, they must have taken or^destro^ 
ed nearly all the American forces, f(^ they had iiitle" an^unmilijiv 
on,. They retreated forty-five miles before they stopped, Jiavin|> 
marched almost the whole night. After halting a few dHya*.^tbe|ft 

Eroceedcd to Sorel, in. a condition not to be expressed by woxim 
ut had the satisfaction of being joined there by four regicDenl^ 
tliatw^re waiting for them. Here they remained, and were, oe^ 
inforced by the arrival 5f other battalions. During this period 
gen. Thomas sicken^ by tlift. small-pox, and dled« Haying oxt 



Digitized 



by Google 



J 



^. ZX ms.} AMERICAN ftEVOLtJTIOK. € J 

4cred thatthetroops sbould not enoculate> he wouM not have st 
recourse to that precaution for 1ms own securJty. The Aitieii- 
eans have lost in him one of their be^t generals. He was amia- 
ble in. public and private Hfe. Contented With domestic happi- 
Ress> he was not ambitious of an exalted station ; but was rc^y 
l^s^rve his country in the itiost hazardoi^ situation. Generat 
Thompson commanded after* Thomas sickened, and when the 
hitter died, the command^evolved on general Suhivan, who had 
repaired to Canada early itt May* 

The Aniericans had for sortie tJrnt posted ^ the Cedars, a 
Stoftali fort farty^three miles above Montreal, a party of 3^0 men, 
ctmler the command of eoL Beadle. Capt. Fostc^, With a detach- 
ment erf th^ 8th regin^nt, *about 40', Canadians 100, and 500 
itodians, but without Cannon descended firom the lakes, and ap^ 
proached toward thefort* The colonel, in a cowardly raan- 
aer abaiidoa^d'his command to major Butterfield,"and rcpaiixjd 
to Montreal for a. reinforcemant. The major having little or ntf 
mare coiiragtt than the others sutrendfer the fort [May 15. J 
vit^i^Mtt flaaking any resistaiscc worth noticing. Meanwhile, ma- 
J»r HeAry Sherbcrne was detached with 140 men from Mont- 
i:eal ,- but coL Beadle, valuing safety mom thaw fidelity 6t ho- 
BeMT^ refused' to return with t\^ reinrorceraeht. Ix wastheday af- 
tjrr the sun?eiidei- befote major Sb^burne could proceed from the 
lake (wfcich.hewas obliged td cross) With i 00 men including him- 
scif. The rest were left for guards and other services, [May^ 20. J . 
Abotit'five* they were attaeked by a body of about 500 Indians 
and Canadians, who, under ^ver of a- wood fi^ed upon them. 
The Americans maintained an obstinate engagement for an hour 
and ferty aiinutes ; when the Indiiins having surrounded them, 
rushed upon and disarmed ihena. Ma^y of them were sacriticci 
t© kiiiiaa fury, butchered with tc^mahawks and otfier instruments 
of death* They lost in the action twenty-eight kiUcd* and wound- 
ed. About twenty were aftetWard killed in cold Wood ; and se- 
ven or eight were carried off by the Indiansr. The prisoners were 
immeediately stripped almost naked, drove to .thefort, and deli- 
ver^ to capt; Foster, whose success in taking th6 fort was tiot 
kiiowtt before the action. The efWfmy had twenty-two killed, 
amoiig^tihem achid^ warrior of the- Seneca tribe, on account of 
whcyse de^fcthe prisonecs were probably treated with the grosser 
n»uit and abuse. Arnold, who had been made a brigadiergcne- 
lialthe beginning of January, had -commanded in Montreal some 
tiaa&i itavingf returned thither. upon gen. Wooster's going dowtv 
tft Qudsec. He was desirous of refitedying* the e\'it that had tak-^ 

-MiBVcntlBoC Qoiifccii|!yol* ilp« 35f 
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en place at the Cedars, and went forward with a party of between 
8 and 9OO men to the lake. When it was discovered tiiat th* 
general was approaching [May 26.] and making dispositions t# 
ajttack the enemy, capt, Foster took care to acquaint him, th4t 
if he would notagree to a proposed cartel, (which major Shet=. 
burne and tlie other officers had been* required to sign atwl n^A 
signed) but proceeded to attack hin?, every man of the prisonert 
would be put to ipstant death by the Indians. Gew. Arnold w^ 
extremely averse to entering into any agreement,, but was A 
length induced by tlie motive of saving the prisoners. A cartel 
was. concluded upon and signed on the 21th, for the exchange «¥ 
2 majors, 9 captains, 20 subalternSj and 443 soldiers. It ¥ra* 
^peed [May 27.] that four American captain should be sent to- 
Quebec as hostages, and remain there iintil the prisoners are 
exchanged^ 

Let us now direct ouraltentioD to Sir Guy Carleton, who had 
a fresh opportunity of exercising his humanity toward the Am^ 
yicans. That the sick, who were leftbehind. and could not g#t 
off when the others fied &om before Quedec^ mighl not ]|»e^b^ 
he isswdaproclamation, commanding the proper officer^ to iirid 
out and afford the unhappy persons all necessary relief at the pub- 
lic expyence i *od tai«nder the benefit complete, and to prevent 
^obstinacy or apprehension frommarring its effect, he assured thesa^ 
• thatupoa recovering they should have free liberty of ^etumifig 
\Q their resp^tive proviiwres. - - ^ 

.. Toward the en4 of May scvenal rcgfments afrif^^i AUd'Ae 
JBritish force in. Canada, when completed, was estimated ftt abodt 
. 1^006 me^« The general rendezvous was appointed to-be at 
Three Rivers^ half ,way between Quebec and Mwiti^al, abbot 
^a miles from each. T^e place takes its name from the visciniiy 
.^f one of thebranches of a large river, whose waters are dischai|;« 
ed, through three mouths, into that of St* Lawrence. Th^ Bil- 
ti$h^nd. Brunswick trucks were at this tin^e much separated. A 
considerable body was at Three Rivers under gen. Frazer.- Aw- 
tlier under £eu» ]&tesbit lay near it on-bckard the transporlsf H. 
gre^r -than either, with the generals Carleton^Burgoync, PWU 
lipsand Reidesel, was in- several divtsiofiS'by land -and vi^atc(5 w 
its way from Quebec. Gen. Sullivan^ fiom the informaA>n ftp? 
received, concluded upon anexpeditiwvaBftinst, as he appreh'eni^ 
ed, the. British advance guard ^ Three Rivers, the execution^W 
which was committed to genm^omp«on* The latterembaAeA 
at Sorel, with 1800 jnen, under colonels Maxwell, St.<Slair 
and Wayne, in fifty boats, and eoasling the ^outh side ^ Like 
gtPeter, where the StrLawrance spreads to a great extent, ^- 
Hlved^tNic^klffromwheii^ee they Itil «down*tbe river by night. 
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#j!d passed to the otherside, with an intention of surprising tlie 
forces under gen. Frazer. Three Rivers is to fee considered rst*. 
ther as a iong village than a regular 4:own. The f lah was to land 
jiine miles abov-e the town, ' so seasonably as to mafch down iin- 
der covejr of the night, and to attack it a little befoie day-break. 
IJuneB.] By reason of unexpected delays, it was so long ere the 
^roops landed,.thatina:few minutes the day*light appeared, l^hey 
iiad then to make a forced march of nine miles. They hastened, 
lan down hdi and* up^ a,nd got tired. The general pushed on, 
iiaving procured a Canadian gjuide, who- was either ignorant or 
unfaithful; for a little .before 'sun-rise he fotwid his fwces were 
itoo much out of the way* They returned, but lost the road on 
the side of the river ; were soon, liiowever, in view of someof the 
enemy*s boats, between which andtiie fl^anking party several balls 
werp exchanged. They then quickened their pace,- and-eontinu- 
leA advancing in sight of the shipping, with drMUi beating and fife 
playing, as they knew they were discovered. They soon heard 
,tbe.^peakingtnmipets sound, *4and the troops— llnd the troops.'* 
The general judging there wasnopossibility of passing Ihc ships 
.yrithout being exposed to all tlieir fire ; and y^t determining tQ 
pepsi&t in the expedition, filed off at a right angle froiiithc river.' 
He meant to t^ke a circuitous routCy and enter the town on the 
3?!ack,aide* A bad aiorass interposed; tlie tioopsenteredit; they 
"were then about two miles from the town. A worse hiarch, for 
about a mile and a ^If, did not offer in all Alnold's expeditions 
the men were almost mired- About nine o*clocIc they came fo 
^ cleared spot, formed and got into some order about ten. They 
^dvanced^ but-before the rear h^d got off the place of formation, 
Ae front received a heavy fire from the enemy,, wbidfe st1»uek 
Jhem with terror. The fire was instantly repeated ; and though 
jy>e balls flew over the heads of the troops, without doing aiiy ma- 
.Serial execution, they gave way and crowded back in the utmost 
coafusion, which kit them without a leader, so that every one 
*iid as he pleased. They turned tbeirfaces Up the rivet, and has- 
tened through the swamp as fast as possible. Abouit eleven- they 
began to collect, and after a while learnt from tile" Canadians, 
- tiiat the enemy liad sent a detachment, with several field pieces 
l^y land, to cut off their retreat, and a party by water to- seize 
their boats. About four they were told, tliat the enemy'^had se- 
•cured the bridge before theai, which it was-supposed they must 
pass. , They were also soon convinced, that a large body was 
., close in their rear. CoL Maxwell ordered, all who bad collected 
together to.halt, caHed the officers toliim, ^nd ^xi^^ " What shall 
.we do > Shall we fight those in the frorrt dr 'm Che rear ? or ^hall 
we. tamely submit ? or j&hall we torn off into the woods, and- each 

man 
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man shift for himself?" The last proposal was preffarrtd ^ tmt 
the enemy was so near that &t rear of the Americans was «&- 
posed to another tremendous fire while goii^ down Ihe hill int^ 
the woods, but the balk flew over them without injaring any. 
The person who was trusted with the care of &c boats, ivxi r«- 
Hjoved them in time to a secure place, so that the loss of thfj 
Americans, wbi^h must otherwise have been much gceater^ 
amounted only to about 200 prisoners. The troops that escaped, 
t>egan to collect about ten Ac next day, ^d by noon were coma 
siderably nujnerous. They got aloi^ by degrees, and by sun^set 
the day following arrived opposite SoreL [June 10^]. Gentfnd 
Thompson ^nd colonel Irwini the second in eommand, with 
ionre other officers, were taken. The killed and wounded of di« 
Jiing's troops Was trifling. This attempt to surprize the Britirii 
troops at Tliree Rivers, which may appear to have been a'des^ 
^erate undertaking, would scarce have been naade, bad it been 
knowi^ la time, how much they had been reinforced by f»^ 
arrivals ; ?u>d probably ought to have been abandoned the mo* 
?nient that the surprise was no longer possible. - - ^ 

The king*s forces having joined at Three Rivers, proceeded hf 
land aqd water to Sorel ^uuc 14.] off. which the fleet arrivctl 
in the evening, a few hoiirs after ttic rear of the Americans baci 
left it. A considerable body was landed, and the command' of 
ttre column given t(y gen. Burgoync, vrith instructions to pursiH) 
itie continental army up thcriver, to St. John'^s, but withMt Jhtl 
warding any thing till another column on his right, shoald beaWtf 
to co-operate with him- . Sir Guy*^ extraordinary preeaulten ill 
putting nothing to the hazard, when not absolutely necessary! 
gay^j; the Americans the opportumty of escaping. Had But^ 
goyne been instructed to press on with the utmost expedition! 
great numbers of them must ha^ been-made pruoners, aftdbtit 
few would have crossed Lake Champlain* . « 

- Major Nathan Fuller, of col. Bond's Massachusetts regiwent^ 
was entrusted with the care of the baggage when the Ameriraiw 
retreated up the Sorel. It was put on Iw^rd several vessels^ ThejJ 
had a fine passage for a white, but at length were beealmed isd 
long as to give the advance of the British an oppwtonrtj of <ipi 
proachin^them ap^c. The major acquainted gen. SuiMvan, wh<> 
was considerably a-head, of the dangerous situation be showWI 
soon be in. The gen. sent a hundred batteaux to bring o#th^ 
^en and baggage, and. gave orders for burning the vessels. TM 
^ajor had but just time to accompKsh the work, and was ito some 
d?nger before it was finished. [June 15.] General Arnold, witB 
|iis Ofoops, left Montreal and crossed from the inland of Lonffueil 
to the continent, in his way to Chamblae^ ^ A gf»at^p«rtikr the 

British- 
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^tish Heel and armj sailed for lile same p}ace^ and had not tb^ 
wind, felled, would probably have arrived qt LongueU the sapse 
aigfat and about the, same tiane with gen* Arnold, The general 
carried away with him from Montreal a quantity of goods, which 
he ordered col. Haxentotake the charge of; but the colonel dis-i 
fpproving the nacasure, would have nothing to do witltthem* 
When die troops^enteced the roadneai- Chamblee, they occasi- 
dnedsuchan alarm in the place, that tlie three companies of artil-* 
l€ry fornjed immediately and marched, up the hill .to meet them^ 
which brought on a discovery of their belonging, to gen. Arnold, 
*nd being ftom MontreaL When the army lettChambice, tha 
men werexibliged to draw their Joaded batteaux, to the number of 
ioa or. more, some with cannon in Jthem» up the raptds, by bodily 
Itrength and upta the middle in Water. Here they destroyed 
the saw-4Bkls, three vessels and three gondolas, together wi& all 
ihe.l?atteaux which they could, not bring off. Major Fuller comv 
laaodcdtbeFea^i consisting of five hundred men, and had undef 
lus-jpa^ the batteaux.and baggage. The British entered Cfaajdii^ 
feiee atone end wliile.be quitted it at the ollter. :Wbenie wa3 
»botut*|oiIe beyond the town, all his party except seventy,, push^ 
cd off to escape danger.. .Soon after you leave phamhlee, lathtf 
way.ta Su John's^ die road enters a wood,. which thickens as 
rpu iadw^ce in it. Though the road is open and good, yet thd 
^mh, w^^ and trees on each side, afford such a cover to par* 
ties, gthia:.,yoa capnot ascertain their number, nor be sure that 
there .are not ambushes in various places. The naajor had ^ 
active^ sensible, bold officer in. the second lieutenant, MrJ 
Geoi^e,* who- remained with him* The lieutenant was order- 
ed, with 27 men, %q flank the advancing parties of the enemy. 
IJe, by dividing hismenvConcealiiig them on each side orVkd 
Ifpad^.^^ploying them ^n. popping with their guns on the cnemyi* 
first in one place then in another, and so changing the sceneof 
their ^tack, as &ough they were ^ar more numerous, amused 
th^ advance of the enemy in such a manner as to save the reara 
Major fuller imputes it very much to the conduct of lieutenant 
G«rge, that th&reaiv and.of course the boats and baggage wer<i 
?aved^. ,The salvation of these was probably the salvation of thd 
9rmy. When the major found himself abandoned, he sent for- 
ward a messenger to coJ. Stark and other officers, who Were noC 
fei before,! acquainting them with his situation, and requesthig 
tbtsir assistance. Cois^. Stark,. Poor, Porter and oth^rs^ immedi* 
ately put tliemselves under the command of the major, who had 
•Iso sent 9a an express, to St J()hn^s^ "^to inform gen, Salfivan'of 

^ Aflerwatdctp^^ George, af W^itowu, liear Softemi 
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lifs danger, and the necessity of^a a)ecdy reinforcement Tbegci^ 
' jieral hastened away 1 500 men under col. Bond, who metthe m^ 
Jor about half way between the two places, seven miles frgjn 
OiaHfAlee* The danger being ended oy the arrrival of the r^in^ 
forcement, the m^or left the command to hisxobnel, and went 
forwardtocarry gen. Sullivan the agreeable new&of all being- ^^m 
which, after the various false distracting reports that had reachdi 
Wm, Was received with inconceivable traJisport* The major lo84 
but two men in the retreat ; tlie loss was occasionicd by their gefi* 
:lxng drunk ; but from them the enemy could learn nothing of th^ 
Biajor^s real condition time enough to take the advantage of jjup" 

[June 18.] General Burgoyne arrived atJSf. John^s ifi the ^ 
Ifcning. The Americans had taken away every tiling and set i^ 
to the forts and barracks. Major John Bigebw staid with abov^ 
40 men till they wtre destroyed, and at dusk pushed oiFhis boatf 
for Isle aux Noix, to which the whole army had xe|>air€id. Great;* 
er confusion than it had been In during the retreat, is seldom he^r^ 
of; atMi yet the loss it sustained is too inconsiderable to be.giyeii^ 
in detail, or in sum totaL From the Isle tl;e army proceeded 
to Cr&wn-Pomt without any danger from a pursuit^ — «very bpat 
that could be foiind being destroyed, and every thing done tg 
impede the enemy. The Americans had alsQ the coxnmand o« 
Lake Champlain, and will continue, masters qf it until a numb^ 
cf vessels can be procured tagive Sir Guy C^rleton a superio^i^jft 
and enable him to traverse it with safety. Other mjattcxs^uf^l 
mow demand our attention, .. 

{June 15.] The iVe22;-J?tfwp5A//Trepfesentatiyes voted i^pani^ 
tnously, that their delegates at the continental, congress be ii^ . 
stmctcd to join with the other colonies in declaring the Thirteen 
United Colonies, a free and independent state (not states) &<;♦ 
provided the regulation of their internal police be under Hy^, dW 
rection of tlieir own assembly. ... 

It appears by a return of the inhabitants, that the sumL totalof 
»li themalfes^ females, whites and negroes, amounts to 82,394-^-^ 
The total excess of males is U3l. The males in the contiaentaJ 
army are 2488. If of these so many as 1357 survive the servicp 
and return, the males and females are equal. la about twentt 
years thp inhabitants will be double the number.. "It has htm 
round by calculations, tliat America has doubled her numbeS 
even by natural generation alone, upon an average, abouli oncf 
in eighteen years.''t The continuance of the war, unless ex^ 

* Major, now col. Futtcr, of Kewtown^ f oforined mt of tlie parttculjilf 
in which he was ^oBcerned. 

f Letters of Jtff. John Adama to Dr* Callcodi> p« 14. 
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Ciessively destructive, will make n© material difference. ** In fte 
Frencli war, which lasted from 1155 to n63.(diurmg wbie^ 
time tte colonies made great exertions, and had in the, field -^ 
great number of meo) it was found that the population had ia^ 
creased nearly as fast as in times of peace f." 
; One Mugford, who had been a master of some trading vessel^ 
Applied to gen- Ward for the command of a contiaenjul cruiser 
■Which lay unemployed. By his impoituninity and professions he 
^evail^Q and had an order glvea him. The capUin made all pos- 
sible expedition, got possession of the vessel, procured powder and 
toll and with twenty men pushed immediately into Boston bay-' 
After he was gone from the general, the latter received $ueh^ 
Vad character of hin^, that he sent off an express to recal Ac p** 
fler ; but it was to late, Mugford had sailed. He was no soQnet 
^i^ the bay but the ship Hope of 270 tons, .4 guns, and 17 aneu, 
presented to view. She was last from Cork, and had on board 
1500 barrels of powder, beside carbines and bayojpi^ts, travelling 
tafriagcs for bjBavy cannon^ a vast variety of tools, implements 
find fieces^ries for the armyjind artillery, Gapt. Mugford ialus- 
*J-uiser of fifty tons and four guns rga up to.her^ £May iJI.jand 
ordered her to strikie. The Hope, either froaa the jailors de- 
taining tofightj or from other motived, made no resistances. 
Commodore Banks lay a few miles off with his men of wa3,and 
in sight 3 and his boats might soon have Wen up witl^ th<j ship^- 
rOie captain of the Hope, sensible of this advantage, gave ^ridea:^ 
fef the men to cut the top-sail halliards and tits.— Mjogfordjicai^ 
the ordera,anU knew the conseq^uence of executing Siem-rtiiat 
the sailing of the ship wduld be so long prevented, ti.at ihe mc» ^ 
» l^f war's boat^ would recover her;. He therefore opened witb^ 
Voliies of oath9= and execrations i and in the most horrid. manner 
tii#entened • the captain and every one on boaird with im- 
tnccliate death if the orders were executed, upon wUch fixs 
captain was so terrified as to desist. When Mugford had ta-- 
ken possession of his pri2ie, he was joined by tAvo Jotiier 5»iall 
rruisers, who assisted in carrying her safe through Puliing-Foin^ 
€^ut* The inhabitants of Boston, who have been jdevoutly <:u- 
jaged- in keeping the continental fast, had on leaving, their res- 
pective places of worship in tlie afternoon, the peculiai* piea- 
3Sure of seeing the most valuable prize, on jurcount of thepow* 
ifcxi, taken sinc6 the Gommencement of tlie war, enteringthehar- 
l»6tir. 

Captain Mugford liaving secured the Hope, and meaning to- 
j|o out again without los? of time, sailed down and canae to an 

\ Letter* •£ Vst Adimti ,p* »> . .- . 
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^ehcliof ih PalHiig-Point^Gut, with the Lady Washington, tJij^ 
Sunday evening. [May 19.] They were attacked, abx)iit nintf 
i/ciocKy by thirteen boats from the men x)f war at Nantasket-^ 
The boats were beateil off, with great loss on the part of the ife* 
nemy, in the deaths of the brave lieu^rtant, who commandcNj^' 
aad severalof his men, but Mugford exerting himself heroically^ 
was kiHed, and was the only personiost on the ^de of the Am^ 
rican cruisers. 

The Massachusetts general court for promoting the making o^ 
salt-petre, had some time back agreed to take in ail that could b^ 
made by the first of June at five arrd three-pence sterling the 
pound; On the' week tliat closed the period orreceiving it, thej^ 
had purchased in this way I02,635ib. There are such quantities 
yet coming in; made before the first of June, that the court pas^;^ 
^d an order to recei\^ for some time to come, at the said prfce^ 
all that shall appear to be inade before that time* 
•^ The harbor of Boston had been left in a defencele^ state e\&t 
rfnce the evacuation of the town, 'liable to the intrusions^ of S 
small naval force, which might have entered and fired the town: 
«r laid it under contribution. The inhabitants'©/ that and the 
neighbouring towns^ being dissatisfied with its continuing so; 
concluded upon assisting in erecting a fort uponNoddle'fc-iyaftd- 
' In the begtrtningof May a number of volunteers both<t^tyMd^ 
iSergy, repaired thither from time to time, and aided in: ttiM 
#ork: till it was finished : while the poorer chiss were rdwartJM 
fi>r theb lakJUrs. Somethihg having been don^ for the'secut^l^ 
rfth^ harbor, general Bchjamiii Lincoln, while* the court Vrai 
alttihg, entertained the thought of driving the British shipping 
from'Nantasket, and planned k scheme for effecting it The)& " 
consisted of a fifty gun ship, cominanded by commodore femk^ 
fte Milford man' of w^r, th6 Yankee Hero privateer, takeii bjp 
the last arid ^veii large transports lately arrived with hijjhlahd^ 
ers, an armed brig 'and two schoon^r^. The highlanders were' 
sbpposed to be at least seven hundred. On Thursday the 13th' 
of June, the Bostonians were acquainted by beat of drum, that 
an ejtpedition was going to be undertaken against the enemy al> 
Nantasket. Detachments from colonels Marshall and Witiiey'% 
regiments, an4 a battalion of train, commanded* by col. Crait^ 
Were embarked at the Long wharf, together with cannOn, arft^ 
municion, provisions, &c. and proceeded for Pettick's Island aiSli 
Hull, where they were joined by more troops and sea-coalv 
companies ^o as to' make' near six hundred men at eaicli place; 
Militia from the towns in the vicinity of Boston hati)oqr, wi^ 
a detachment from the train and some field pieces, took post bi 
Moon Island, at HofPs-Neck* an4at ]^^nt'AIi;krto&'^ ^ de« 

tac*hment. 
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^htqent from th^ continental army unclei* eoKWhittiomfe, with 
fwo eighteen pounders and a thirteen inch mortar, &c. were 
embarked for Lonj-isiand, and there took post. Tlie troops 
did not arrive at the several places of destination till near morn* 
ingi bat when arrived, were active and alert in the highest de* 
^•e^i The cannon were soon plantedj and a shot from Long* 
kiand announced their design^ on which a signal was Kiade for 
th^ fleet to get under way. The commodore bore and i^turned 
the Anaerican €re With spirit, till a shot from Long^Island pierc- 
•cd his upper works, when he got under sail. Seveiai shells 
^ere tlirown it him, which might hasten his departure. 

Thus was free egress and ingress to the harbour for ail friend* 
4y vessels^ i*ecovered on that very da^y on which, two years be- 
fove^ the sailing of every one of that kind from the port of 
Boston ceased by virtue of a British act of parliament. Thi^ 
circumstance was not thmight ef when the expedition com* 
menced, but wa^ merely accidental, though it could not be 
Overlooked when it had happened. The same day the house 
of assenibly received a letter from the president of the general 
i;onventioa of Virginia, enclosing their resolutions with respect 
to independency^ . r 

* Commodore B.ank« omitting to leave cruisers in the bay, af- 
forded an opportunity to the American privateers of taking a 
iimnber of highlanders* Three days after his quitting it [Jun^ 
17.2 ^^^ George and Annabella transports entered, after apa%. 
$age of seven weeks from Scotland, during the course of whicH 
they had not an opportunity of speaking a single 'vessel thsii 
could give tbem the smallest information of the British troops 
haying evacuajied Boston. They were attacked in the tnorning 
by four privateers, with whom they engaged till evening ; whea 
t^i'e privateer^ bore away, on whfch the transports pushed fot 
Boston harbour, not doubting but that they should leceive pro- 
tectipn, eitlier from a fort or ship of force stationed for tlie se- 
curity of British sbips. They stood up for Nanuskct Road, whea 
ftft American battery opened upon them, which was the hrst se- 
rious proof they had of the situation of affairs at the port m 
Which thty were destined. They w;ere too far embayed to re-? 
treat, as the wind 'had diefd away, and the tide of fiood was not 
half expended, llie privateers with wftich they had been ea-*. 
gaged, joined by two others, hiade toward them. Th^y pie- 
^are<t for action. By sdnie misfortune the Annabellii got ^- 
gr^imd'so Fav.a-stern o^f the George, that the latter expected 
but a feeble support 'from lier musketry* About ieieveu atnigh^ 
flie privateer^ anchored. clo^ by^ and hailed tliem to strike tii^ 
Itritisft flag. The ittate of tfei Georae, mitd^every saiiojr oa baaity, 
V.etai. K ikt 
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• * ■> 
the captain excepted, refused to fight any longer ; but every cff^ 
cer and private of the seveaty-fiist regiment, vrtiowerc indmf 
ship, stood to their quarter witli ready obedience to the Iteule^ 
nant-colonel. On their refusing to strike, the action was re<« 
newed, when after a sharp corabat of an hour and a h^lf, they 
had expended every siiot belonging to their artiJlery^ They wer9 
then obliged to yield, there being no {jower of escaping, nor thA 
most distant hope of relief. Their killed were e*ght |>citfa(e» 
and major Meozies, beside seventeen wounded. The major wk%. 
buried with the honors of war at Boston. The prisoners expe^ 
lienced the utmost civility and good treatment A week beuuna 
the capture of these transports, the Ann, in the sanae service^' 
was taken and carried into Marfokbead, though coamxodoc£i 
Banks was then at Nanta^et. The number of highlstfiders^ ta« 
ken is two handled and sixty--scven privates, forty-eight odiecs# 
Beside the honorable Archibald Campbell, iieutenai^tK:olonei^ 
tlie second battalion of the seventy-first regiment. 

[July^.J On motion in the Massachusetts assembly, it-wa4 
voted unanimously, ♦* that if congress shall think proper to de* 
clare the colonies independent, this house wilL approve of tiM» 
measure.'* , 

• There is n<r doid^t of its being approved by all the colonies :% 
but there has been manceuvreing in order to produce the necoft«# 
sary disposition among the New-Yorkers; of which you will 
form the best idea froni the following letter, written tlie fafy^ 
ning of May, from New- York, in answer to one of the precaMk^ 
itig month from Philadelphia — ** Soon after I received your let* 
ter, I sent for colonel Sears, Mr. John Smith and sOme others^' 
whom I knew to be staunch, to spend an evening with me, that 
1 might converse with them upon the subject (supposed to 1^ tiu^ 
of taking up government.) It would not do to show your kttct^ 
or even hint that I had received it ; but an opportunity for intsmk 
ducing the subject soon offered^ A captain of my guard cajxm 
and reported, that the committee of safety had sent sofqe persons 
to the main-guard, who had no complaint lodged against them« 
I immediately sent to the committee, and they tent a sub-coni^ 
mittee to wait upon me. I asked them what charge they bad tm 
lay against the prisoners. They informed me one was a collect* 
or who had not atcounted for the money he had collected^ ^4 
had abused their congress. The others were, in for di&jcent 
crimes. I told them that I could by no means consent to h^3re 
free citizens subjected to trials by court-martial. They must tnp 
them by proper courts, if such there were ; and if not, th^„ pfc* 
fenders must run at targe, till necessity obliged them to constitute 
lhe|>ro|^]^ court»# This opened the door loc me, and \ tool^ 
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•dvantage of it The suB-committfee thanked me far my care 
♦ver Ihe liberties of their fcUow citizens, and owned the neccs* 
iity of takin§^ up government Scars, Smith, &c. were strongly 
of that Oj^Aion, and all went home perfectly satisfied, and with- 
out suspecting theconversatiott was any tiling mai'e than acci^ 
^ntal. The next day Greene and I wore ordered to-thc jail to 
•te some prisoner* of war. There I found some persons in for 
fiobbery,* and> one for murden As I found I liad good success 
iiiithe beginning I determined to keep.on*, and frequently took 
«wca$*0»to mentioh'the great difficultjp \riiieh nwst attend their 
present elate ; — ibat k would*be tyrannical to execute those per- 
fiooS' wilh<)st a tria^ : — to-try and execute tliem, by process inthe 
Mameof » king^ witirwhotn^ we w^reat war, would be absurd ; 
SHid if neither of thesermethods- were taken, they must whethct 
guiky or not suffer perpetual imprisonment. The argument 
took effect ; and even tories themselves acknowledged it was best 
to take up- government;, till reconciliation shcmldtake place.^-^ 
This doctrine pfeased mc weH -^ fori knew^ if government a»flrj^ 
mme imsumed upQit-xtrkcttev^rmoHves^ they would find that the Jfu^ 
bicon \ms passed^ and that they eouid neverreturnto their anvieni 
Jiornij. I then, by the advice of mty privy councils-drew op- a 
pieoefwirporting a* petition^ to thecomraittee of safety, to request 
kave from, the continental congress to take up government— 
S'his^pieceV enclose you, and though badly wrote, it- steers so 
AccUy betwee»whiggisitrandtofyism, that no peison can^teU 
whether it ws^s drawn by a whig or tory. My privy council in- 
"formi^ me, thatit had the desired effect i' the wh^ff were fond 
©f it because ifctook effect, their point-was carried, and no re^. 
^Feat couH ever take place ; the tories were fond of it, because 
ft held upthe d— d reconciliation they were seeking^ after. Be- 
iog^weil- informed of my success; I thought it time to sound our 
cotonel (thought to be M'DougalK). L sent for him. We con- 
versed fceely^ upon the matter of taking up goveri^ment. He 
•wtiedthe necessity of it, and said it would be carried into ex« 
•cution at all events, at the- meeting of their convention.. He 
infoi^med me, that irimost every person began to see the neces- 
sity, and that the instructions, then drawing up for their dele- 
gates, mentioned nothing about effecting a reconciliation^ but 
40 protect and defend America. When i found him in the true 
-Way to bappinessy I dismissed him, and attacked others ; —to 
toties I painted the evils attending their present.state ; to whigs* 
- 1 held, up the advantage of seiaing the precious moment, I sooa 
f(mnd my party increase with surprising rapidity." 

Within seven days aiter this- letter was sent to Philaddphia| 
C4MHgrci* resolved, [May lOv] ** That itt>e recommended to tlif 
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if^spect&ve as^mblks $fid cenv^ntions, of t)ie }imHA coiooi^ 

inhere no gavevni;i^ciU sufficient \o Uic exigenacft 4)f their s|d^w9 

hath been hitherto e^ablished* p^ a^opt $uch gQxeraoic^t «| 

$hall in the opinion of the representatively of the peofdc» beat 

condu^f tp the happiness ^nd safety of tlieir constituents iapfiM 

ticular, and Arnenca in general." Thf following pre49ibte ww 

prepared and agreed to, five davs ^fter, "Wl^reashi* Sritarinia 

majesty, in conjunction with the lordi and cpmnjons jof G^att 

ipritain has, by a late act of parlis^ment, exdu(^d the inhabitaoilt 

of diese united colonies from the protection pf his crown ; ait4 

whereas qo answer whatever to the humble petitions of .the ^Of 

lonies for redress of grievancies and reconci&ation with Greats 

Britain has been or is likely to be given, hut tha whoU loFoe a( 

tliat kii^dom, aided by foreign mercenaries, is to be exited ioi 

the destruction of the good people of these colonics i nnd .wherdf 

as it appears absolutely irreconcilable to reason and good coiv« 

science, for the people of these colonies now to talce the oatiu 

and affirmations necessary for the support of any goy^^aiueiit 

luider the crown of GreatTBritain,. and it is necessary thf^b th^ 

exercise of every kind, of authority, under the said crowa 5boQt# 

he. totally suppressed, and all the pow^r$, of governmefiCexcrl^ 

vnder the authority of the people of the ^olanies,^ for thepceaeiv 

yation of internal peace^ virtue and good ord^f ^ a^ weU. ^ fot 

the, defence ^of tlien* lives, liberties and properties 2^;ai»6t the 

hostile invasions and cruel deprecations of theii; enemies^ thc—i 

fore resolved.'* &c. as abov^, ,^ ^ r 

[May \^] The. swicrct committee W2^s ordered to eiMi^awwr 

t9 discover the design of the Frenchin as|semblingsol^eaiect 

and so great a nuniber of troops in tlie West-Indie$» aiw^ Whe^ 

ther th^y me^Q to act f^r or against An^riga« By this it ap^ 

pears that the coagress have P9 assurance or c^rtaiaty of su|^poit 

from Frain<;^. ... • -• • • u 

^ Corporal Cru?^ the rifleman who was c^ried to England attdl 

disicharged by the mayor, is arrived with despatches from Artbuf 

XfCe, esq. C4>ntaining intelligence of the whole n^v^t and laiMl 

force ia.ten4ed for the atcaqk of the united eojotti^s* aad^ the 

places for which they were destined* He got a pjissage to UaliN 

fax, ftonp whence he made hi% esqapp to Boston ; and then went 

on to head quarters at New-. York. Soon after, congress, ntsok 

ved,.[M4y.2?.] That a committee of five be appointed to^oo* 

fer with generals Washii^ton, Gatgs and MifiVn* upoa tbe 

inost speedy and effectual i^eana for supporting the Americw 

cause m Cana(}a, It was the opinioe of the g^nerak, that II 

womld be impossible to keep the Indian^ in ast^of notttialityj 

tk^t Ul^y woi*W undoubtedly take an. active part».eitb^ foi <m 

against 
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ji^st^the Anitvicans ; and ijstskt it would be best immediately li^ 
fitgage them on tk<^ic side, ^ri4to use their utitii>st endeavors t<^ 
Kevetit tb^W minds being poiau&ed by piini&terial ^missariesu 
Wbctt tbe 'Committee brought m their report, it was !:esolve4» 
^moag otheir things [Mny^^.] ^^Thatiti^ highly expedient ta 
^gagetbe Indians in the serviee erf the united ^olQnies.'* 

Upon the ftrst intelligence received at Philadelphia of the troop* 
to be euapl^yod s^ainst th^ Americans^ a citizen of eqfunenc^ 
Wrote to hiscorrwpondentii *^Weno^y k^owwhotheconamission:. 
cr& are^aad' their numbers, viz, Messra^the Hessiai>s, Brunswickr 
«rs, WaldecKerSj, English, Spotch and Irish, This gives the (joup 
de grac4^t(ithc Briti^ and AmeriGaa cpnnection. k has aheady 
wrought wondersin this city ; conversions have been n^ore rapi4 
Aao ever Ui>der Mr. Whitefieid., The Pennsylvania farmer 
(Dickinson) told me yesterday 'm the field, tliat his sentiments 
were changed; he had been desiroya of keeping the door open 
«& bmg 4S possible, »nd was now convinced th^t nothing wzs t^ 
1^ expected from our cnemi€;$ Wt slavery.** 

I'he: detaching ojFtke ten strongest regiments to Canada, made 
fee most strenttoys exertions necessary for. getting New- York 
inta* p^pejc state of defence. Congjrss tli^retore authorise4 
geiifral w ^skii^gt^n to direct the buiidmg of as many fire rafta, 
Cow^aUie^ ^rmed bo^tsaod Sos^ting batteries, as might he jude^ 
t:d roqHisi^ fur tJ^Leimn^ediate defence of that port and of Hua« 
«m'A riveXi They afterward resolved [June S.] t^at 13,800 mi- 
Utia he employed to reinforce the »rmy i a^d tliat a, flying camp' 
)^iimitediateiy established in the a»ddle colpnies^ to consist of 
' lOfOOO men* They did not overlook C^Q^da ; but on the same 
d»y agiseed thgt the general should he eoipowcred to employ ja 
t^at province a numl^ ^ Indisuis, notexcceding two thousand; 
«iul two day3- after [June $.] ordered that the standing com-- 
mittce for Indian affaiis, do devise ways and means for carrying 
th£^ same into e^Ct* Within four and. twenty hours aftef^ 
tbey co0)plimented th^ earl of J££inghani» for the singMlarly i>d*- 
hle par$ he had acted, by naming Qn^ of their frigates n^w 
building, the Effingham^ The n arae^ of the rest are, the Coor. 
gress, Randt)lph» Hancock, Washin^ton^ Trumbull,' Raleigh, 
MqntgQiifierjfj Wafrea> Slos%>n> Vira^niJit Providei^ce and De- 
laware. 

. -- tJuBe 7i] C^ain resolution* respe^rting independency,, were 
nsovedand^ecoj^de-d, and the ponfeider^tiun of them referred till 
. ^he aexfe d^y* Richard Henry X^e, esq. one 9t th^ Virginia 
iblegates, 'had given notice \o tjongress, th^it^ on tbit day te 
should move foff a deaiaration-of independence ; he accordicgiy 
il^^e the: o^ion^c. Yni^iof^ 0$(^i^>'e;!^e« had (^ontiubuted to ripen 
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the colonies for the measdre : several ^f :which have been oci^di^ 
«i6naliy mentioned : others remdn to be noticed. The Noi*Bii 
Carormiaris were at on€ tkne yiofcwt against a separation froHl 
Creat- Britain ^ a delegate in their convention mentioning intte* 
pendente, the cry was— treason— treason ; and he wa* caltevf '^ft 
order : but they have been wearied out by the proceedings of 
thfe British ministry, and the rtlet^^ods mir^edand eountenancetf 
by governor Martin-; so that all regard and fondness ibr thckit^ 
and nation of Great-Britaiit has subsided, and independence I^ 
become the word most in u«c among- then* They adft, "'fc?t 
possible that any colony^, after what has passcd^can wish for W^ 
conciliation ? <Thc constant publications, which have appearet 
a!5id been read with attention, have greatly promoted- the spirffc 
of independency :but no one so much as the pamphlet und^rtHt 
signature of Common Sense, written by Mr^ Thomas Paine, alt 
Englishman. The stile, n^anner, and lan^age of the authcH- i^ 
singular and captivating. He undertakes to prove the necessity^ 
the advantages, and practfcability of independence. That ho Itirlf- 
ing affection for the sovereign may impede it, kings arepkice'iUi 
a light, that tend^ not only to d^troy all attachment to> tii^itti^ 
but to make therti di^Hstrfal ; their very oflke i« attempted to 
be rendered o^us ; from whence the transition to- the rerfA 
person is easy. Nothing could have been better tinted that "toil 
performance. In unison with the sentiments- and ftrtwtrs ef^^ 
people, it has produced most astonishing effects and been ft?* 
ceived with vast applause; read by almost every A^^nerkan ; m& 
recommended as a work replete with truth ; and against wh^ 
none but the partial and prejudiced can form any objections, It 
bas satisfied multitudes^ that it is their true interests immedratB!^ 
hf to cut tlie Gordian knot by which the Americ^i colonies bii^ 
been bound to Great-Britain, and to open their commerce," fc 
an independent people, to all the nations of the world. ' It'Wm 
been greatly instrumental in producing a similarity of sentinidK 
through the continent, upon the subject under the consideratjrab 
of Congress i( On the lOth, the business was postponed to thefic 
of July ; but that no time might be lost, the next day Mes9ii|: 
Jefferson, John Adams, Franklin, Sherman ^nd R. R. LittiA* 
ston, were appointed a committee to prepare a declaration isffjm 
dependence. Directly upon which, congiess resolved, "Thadli, 
committee be appointed to prepare and digest the form of acdip> 
federation tt? be entered into between these colonics ; and tfaK 
a committee be appointed to prepare a plan of treaties to be pdW; 
posed to foreign powers.'* ^ ' ^* 

Let us pass for a while to other rm^rs* -* 

[June 17.] Congress resolved to send mj^or general -Ctf^^^ «- 
to Canada, to take the command of the forces in that province » 

bui 
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tut before the latter could reach them, they wet^ 
l^^l; 4bis however could not be known by congress, tiey: 
^^fURcloded apoQ nuthorizing gea. Washington to u3er the ^idi« 
i|i3. a reward of a hundred dollars for every couaaiissioiied oiS« 
^^,>,aarf thirty dollars for every private soldier of the king's 
VEOQfis^.. tl^at they should take prisonera in the Indian country or 
on the frontiers of the united colonies* The general's army i» 
f unounded by a great number of secret foes, who, he is persuade 
ed, will stick at nothing to eifect their purposes of destruyipg it* 
iDiey had laid a deep sclj^a^e for;ck)ing it, which was prosecnt* 
^s with r the utmost Vigilance, but has been happily discovered* 
'JChe general has full proof a^ ta their intentions against die ar- 
Hfiy j hut is not so clear whether there was any tliin^ pei'sonal 
^signed against hunseJf. The reliance however,, whicli ha haaii 
CMS the protection of an alUwise and beneiicent Being, lias se- 
p^red. him at least against the fear of it; and will prevent any 
G^iangc in his conduct from takii^ place through appehension.*^ 
XwQ of the general's, guard wTere concerned ; a thurd^ it is said^ 
9i[hom they tempted, to )oin thena^ ^niade the disopvery. Several 
H^re t^ken into custody; and anjong them the mayor o£New-r 
YjQrk, who confessed the bringij^g of mo^iey fiom goiK^noj 
Xryon to pay for rifles made by a gunsmith Do\?.in ia*«s. Tlwr 
iqayor, after being, twice examined, -was remaa^ed to prison^ 
Vpder a proper guai d. 

j^This affair produced a change in the politics of New-Jers^^ 
P3iat colony^ it w;as tho^jght,. would be among the la>&tto.aitext. 
{ts^gQvernroent, wherqasit.willnaw.be imiong ihe;ikst£faat get& 
^settled constitution* Nothing more tlian a bare naajoijty uiu^ 
vor of the alteration, was expected in the provincial congress ^ 
but the plot against Uie general wrought wonders. ; there wercr 
h^X four dissenlii^. voices. CM the ^^ist,. however, bef«re they 
^m^ know the pjot as a body, they pix)ceeded to elect deieiJ 
ipites for the continental congress, whom th ay empowered ta. 
WJl\ in declaring the united colonies independent of .Great-r 
Britain. In this election they left out Will i am JLiyingston^ cjig> 
under a stroi^ persuasion limt^he was iibt tayOTablc to iaifcps/i." 
dency ; and chose the Rev- Dr. Witherspoon, tiie pxesiden: tc 
the college at Princeton, from a convdctioa tiiat he would sup^ 
|K>rtitwith all his abilities. 

Ijuiie 25.) Gen. Hme awived at SwHtt^-^Book m the Grey- 
iMMmd frigate. He soon received from gov. Tryon a full accauiu 
ojr.th^ state and disposition of tlie orovince,. as well as of Uie 
*MteqgJh of tlxe Americans. Gcn^ fru^hmgion^s axmy wiis smail^ 
rather below nine thoui^nd fit for duty. Of this little, arniv, 

h& wiQte [June 28..1 ." ^ teak 20aii.a£e wholly destitute o: 
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arms, and near as many with arms in such condition as to be ru-^ 
Aec calculated to discourage than animate the user/' I'he tanw 
day the British fleet arnvedl With gen. Howe's troof>s from H»* 
lifax. They took possession of Staten-I&land July the £d. Otf 
the 4th the American adjutant-general, coL Joseph Reed^ wt^f^ 
to a mcir^er of congress, *' With an army of force before an<t m 
secret one behind, we stand on a |H>int of )ui)d^ with 600O oM 
troopsy if a year's service of about half, can entitle them to thtt 
name^ and about 1500 new levies of this province^ many disai- 
fected, and more doubtful. In this situation we are, every maniA 
the army, from the general to the private (acquainted with one 
true Situation) is exceedingly discouraged. liad I kiwmn the trM 
p0sfur€ tjfajfairsy no cormderation would have tempted im 4o have 1m^ 
ken an active part of thissune ; and this sentiment is universai*^* 
Gen« Howe is sufficiently stroi^, coi^sidering the goodness of bii^ 
troops, to m^e a successful attempt upon the Amciicaiis; h^ 
being in daily expectation of the retntorcemcut from Eurofs^ 
he will undoubtedly rem^n inactive till their arrivaL 

This then i& a proper opportunity for relating the op«ratioM 
in South Carolina. 

. The designs of nnnistiy against the southern colonies, w^i^ 
providentially discovered Ijefore the arrival of Sir l^eter Parkers 
tn the begiomi^ of Apvil capt. James Barron arrived at W^ 
liamsburgh, with dispatches from the secretary of state^ ^ 
governor Eden of Maryland, which he took from on board 4 
small vessel sent by lord Dunmore to carr;r them to An4ia]l«olts» 
The secretary's letter is dated Wfaiiehail, December ss, IT?^ 
aodsajTSt 

« S I R, 

^ An armament of seven regiments, with a fleet of ftigcM^ 
and small ships, is now in readiness to proceed to- the soii&eite 
colonies, in order to attempt the restoration of legal governmcvft 
in that part of America. It will ^proceed in the first placd tdi 
North-Carolina, and from thence eitherto South^Caroiinaor WH* 
ginia, as cijrcumstances shall point out.'' This discovery is rank* 
ed^ by the American conunander in chiet^ among many odi#t 
s%nal interpositioAs of Providence^ and as seizing to insptf% 
every reflecting mind with confidence. No one professses *♦♦ 
snore fi£m reliance oi\ the all-wise and powerful dispensatiois 
of the supreme Being, or thinks his aid more accessary.'* 

[April 18-3- T6e Ann and Isabella arrived at Cape-Fear with 
]part of the V^jft^ regiment ;. she was the first vessel of Sir PeiM: 
Parker's fleet. From her acrival to the second of May, tbiftetl* 
;tons^tt6 got in. On the thi»i of May, Sir Feter and twe^ ml 
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^iHffivcd, v^ith loi^ Con2tm//«, gen. Faughannxid others; wheA 
ttiey aa^t with gen, C/m/o?;^ who after kaving New- York, pro- 
Keeded to Virginia, j^vhere he saw lord Dunmore ; but finding 
4>atjao service could be effected in thatcolony, he repaired to Cape 
Fear Tiver^ and Waited the anivatof the armament ftotti Europe. 
£lVlay 5.] Gem. Clinton isftued out a proclamation from on board 
5ie Pallas transport, offering free pardon to all such as should lay 
<town their arms, &c. excepting Cornelius Harnett and Robert 
^Jow,e^. The defeat of tliehighlanders and regulators in Febru- 
^*y , and the eaeasures afterward taken for the safety of the colo- 
i^y, diverled the coamianderjs from attempting any thing against 
it; and ^ed th^m to conclude upon attacking Charleston^ which 
tl>^y.werein ("uU expectation of siibduing, as they had abotit 
2^60 land force* to co-operate with the men of war.* Prior to 
ti>cir arrival afid junction every exertion had been made to put 
the colony of SoulA^Carolinay and especially its capital in a re- 
spectable posture of defence. As one mean conducingto it, works 
wcire erected on *yM^/W/i*s Island, situated so near tiie channel as 
to be a very convenient post for annoying shipsrapproachiwgthe 
40wn ; and about thirty cannon, 32, 18 and 19 poimders, were 
;B^ounted on a fort constructed with palmetto. This is a tree pe- 
.cuUar to the southern, states, which grows from twenty to. forty 
feet high* without branches, and then terminates in something 
jfesembiing the head of a Cabbage. The wood is jglttarkably 
i^mgy* A bulletentering it^ mikes no extended Jfcttie, but 
jburies itself without injuring the pacts adjaccet. 

On the fir^t of June advices were received in Chaileston, that 
a fleet of forty or fifty sail was at anchor about six leagues to the 
porthward of .Sullivan's Island. The next day the aiarni signal 
W«> fired, and expresses sent to the officers commanding the mi- 
i^tia, in the country, to repair to Uie immediate defeilce of the ck- 
.piftii. with the forces under their respective command. In a fei^ 
days several hundred <>f the enemy's troops were landed onLong^ 
Isfeind, situated to the eastward of Sullivan's^ and Separated from 
|t by a creek. On the 10th the Bristol, a 50 gun ship, her j^ns 
j^ing jM^eviously taken out, got safe over the b^^^ Al>outthi8 tfmc 
^ proclaaiatiott was sent asliore, in which geiW4CJijjrt()n promised 
pardon to the inhabitants uj>on thejr laying down their arms anH 
^HUietly sqbmitting to the re-estabiishment of royal government. 
it produced none of the effects wished from it, • Tlie milltii^ of 
the country very generally obeyed the summons of pi^csidentRut- 
l^dge, ^nd repaired in great numbers to the capital. Th^ regu- 
lar regiments of the adjacent northern colonies, having been or- 
llcred to the assistance pf their southern neighbors^ arrived at 
ii^ critical juncture. The whole were comma^d^d by gen. Lee, 
Vof,. IL ' L wJio 



Digitized 



by Google 



m The KISTd RY of ithe lA. D. Ivm 

who had been sent to the south^ai'd on gen. Clinton*s leaving 1S^ 
Hook. The great opmion every where erittertamed- of his abU 
litjr and experience, add to the spirits of the troap« and inha^ 
bitants. In a few days the Americans, inckiding tlie militia of 
the town and country amounted to five or six thousand raeir* 
The first South-Carolina regular regiment, commanded by coh 
Gadsden, was stationed at Fort Johnson, on the most northerly 
point of James Island, and withm point blank shot of the rfiaa* 
nel. The second and third regular regiments of the colon jj, 
commanded by cols* Moultrie and Thompson, occupied the tw<> 
extremities of Sullivan's Island. The other forcesJia^ th«ir 
posts assigned them at Haddrell's Point, James Island, and alont]^ 
the bay in front of the town. The streets near the water were 
in different places strongly barricaded. The stores oflthc whftrA^ 
tliou^ immensely valuable, were pulled down^ ani lines of de* 
fence continued along the water's edge. Domestic conveniencies 
were exchanged for blankets and knapsacks, and gentlemen of 
tW most independent fortune, Jaboied with the hoe and s|)ad^ 
in their hailds. Gov. Rutledge, sore against his will, was bWigerf 
to adopt some absolute me^ures for the defence of the place. Hd 
pressed loe negroes, M^ith tools, &c. belonging to non-i^sdeia* 
tors, to wi»rk upon the fortifications and trenches; and seized, 
for the present, the cash and papers of many associators in name 
only, t(/ptarent their doing naischief, as ttiey huftg back in^ve 
hour of irraR In « few days, by fl>e labor of the citizeft s, in ^e^ 
jtinction with tlie negroes, «uch obstructioi^swerethwjwniirthtr 
way, as- would have greatly embarrassed the royal armyy had it 
attempted' landing in the town. [June 26.] llie -Experimeiiti 
cf 50 guns, safely crossed the bar, after taking simifaF ptecau^ 
tions with the Bristol. * 

[June 28.] The fort 6n Sullivans's Island i%now to be attaclfeesi 
%y the two 50 gun ships the Bristol and Experiment, four^rf- 
gates, the Active, Acteon, Solcbayand Syren, each of 28 gun*; 
the Sphynx, of 20 guns, the Friendship armed vessel, of 22gun^ 
the Ranger sloop and Thunder bomb, each of ^ight gunS. The 
Thunder bomb, covered by the armed ship, takes her stationfti 
the morning, a«d begins to throw shells betweeil the hours of 
ten and eleven. The Active, Bristol, Experiment and Sofekty 
tK)me boldly on to the attack. A little before eleven, the garm 
son fires four or five shot at the Active, while under sail. When 
slie comes near the fort, she drops- anchor, and pours in a broad*- 
^ide. Her example is followed oy the diree other vesseW,aBd a 
most furiousand incessantcannonade ensues. The Sphynx, Aete^ 
on and Syren are ordered to take their station between the end 
of the island and Chadeston, partly to enfilade tlie works of the 

fort 
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fclty pJMdly to Caifeoff the commuiiicatioii: lietwee» the island a!i4 
^fee continent, and partly to.prevertt any attempt* that may be 
licjg^to. interi-upt the grand atta:k. The western extremity of 
Ihe fort, off yrhkh they are. to ire .stationed, is so unfinished as t^ 
s^ffoxdv^j imperfect Gover to the men at the guns in that parti, 
s^nd ajso .so.sil^uatedasto expose the men in. the other parts of tht 
ibrtto a very dangerous cross fire^ Providence on tiiis occasioii 
jl^markaHyintei^pasesdn behalf of the garrison,, and saves them 
from a fate» Aat iimdowbtedly would otherwise be rnevrtable^ 
^bout tw-eivc o'clock, as tfee thvee last-mentioned- ships ace ad^ 
t^ancingr^^ |dl grt entangled with ashoad call thie Middle 
Ground; two of tbem am fcml of each <^cr. The ActeoA 
^tiel» fast^ The Sphynx, before she clears t^erself, loses her bow- 
^jf^tf. but the -Syren gets off without much injury^- Th^y an^ 
jkro iate however, or in na condition for executing tlie intended 
service. The Thunder bomb^ after having thrown- about €d^ 
^etts, is 90 damaged a& to i>e incapable of firing' longer.. Whii^ 
ihe poBtaaued&e from tiie ships seemsnf&cientto sbake thebi:d4. 
frcst^euemy, and" daunt the courage of the most veteran soldie4 
Ihe 3:etum made from the fort calls for the respect of the btave 
SbritisK seamen, though highly incommoded by it. The garrisoii> 
which consists^of col. Mouitrie, Mf^- regidars and ^ kw volun- 
teer milkiflv- nearly ail raw and uoexperienced, stick, to theilr 
Suns with the greatest constancy and firmness, amidst a most 
readfuipoar of artillery. They fire deliberately ailid Slowly, afl^i 
take a cool and eiS^tive dim^ The* ships sufie^^ accordingly^ 
?'hey are torn almost to pieeesyand the slaughter is deadfui. Mc* 
vet did British valor shin« more oonspicuous, nor ever did their 
jnarine e^q^riencc so rough an eHCOunter^ in an eng^ementof 
ihe 9ame nature with any foreign enemy. TJie springs of ^he 
>&ist)^!^ csbk: being cut by the shot, she is for some time most 
dreadfuilyrakedby the Ameii€an$> Capt. Moiais, who com^ 
i^ands her,> though l>e has received a number of woundfv disdain^ 
.quitting his di^y)4:illhis arm being at length shot off^ be iscar*^ 
tied away iociit^umstanees tliat afford no possibility of-reco very* 
Sir Peter Parker suSers a slight contusion.. Every man stationed 
in the beginning of the action on the quarter deck of tiie Bristol 
is either killed oa- wounded. In tiie whole she has 40 me4v kiUed 
9nd 1 L wounded^ The Experiment had 2a killed and 76 wound- 
^» Capt. Scott, who commands her, loses his ^m and receives 
i»any other wounds. Lord Campbell, the late govei'nor of tliii 
colony^ wlio serves as ^ voluntceiv wkh tiie greatest spirit and 
hnsvery, and is so condescending as to accept of the direction of 
^lome guns skf the lower gun deck, receives ahurt in his left side^ 

, ^ yy^h - 
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wWcb may finally prove raortalf. The fire of the fbrt- i^prl^ 
cipally directed against the Bristol and Experiment, which ^ufiei' 
very much in their hulls, masts and rigging. Not less than 7<» 
balls go through the former. The Acteon has a lieuteaant kitle^ 
and six men wounded. The Solebay has ei^t men wound* 
ed. The loss of the garrison is only ten men killed and twenty* 
two wounded. - • : 

The guns at the fort were at on time so long silenced, that it 
was thoughtto have been abandoned. When the garrison haJ 
received a recruit of powder, the expenditure of their stock ha- 
ving obliged them to cease firing, they begaa it ag^in, and dij 
amazing execution by its excessive severity, Dunng the long^ 
hot and obstinate conflict between the American fort and the Bn*' 
tish men of war, the seamen looked frequently and impa^ntiy^ 
to the eastward, expecting to see the land forces, under genepat 
Clinton and lord Cornwallis, advance from Long-Island, and 
iHarch up to second the attack ^ but in this- they were disapp<mit-J 
ed. Though the creek between that island and Sullivan's is ca* 
siiy foixlablc in general, yet at that time, through a long 9efie% 
of easterly winds it was uncommonly deep, andimpassable at the 
usual place of passage. The British troop3 might have crossed 
higher up ; but then diey must have been exposed socorapletely 
and,so long to the American firCy that they would have run thd 
risk of being defeated. Col. Thompson, with 3(X> riflemen df 
his regiment i:col. Clark, with 200 regulars of the North-Csftr^i 
Kna line ; eol. HcM*ry with 200 South-Carolina militia^ and th« 
Raccoon company of militia riflemen, with an eighteen pounder 
and a field piece, were stationed at the east end of SuUivaa's 1st* 
and to oppose their crossing. - 

The British fire was kept up without intermnsston tilt near se^ 
ven o'clock, when it slackened considerably. At half past nine^ 
the firing on. both sides ceased, a^d at eleven the shatered ship« 
slipped their cables and withdrew from the scene of action, af- 
ter an engagement which had been supported with uncommon 
courage and vigor on both sides for above ten hours. Next 
morning all the men of war, except the Acteon, had retired 
about two miles from the island. The garrison fired several 
shot at her ? she at first returned them, but soon after the crew 
set her on fire and abandoned her, leaving the colours flaying} 
the guns loaged, and all her ammunition and Stores behind. ShwS 
was in a short time boarded by a party of Americans, who broi^hc 
off her colours, the ship's bell and as many sail and stores as 
three boats could contain. While the flames were bursting out 
on all sides, they fired three of her guns at the commodore, and ^ 

f It at Un$(k occitioned hit deatlu 

then 
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j^ftea quitted her ; and in less than half an hour after she blci« 

: There were many thousand shot fired at the fort from-the ^hip. 
ping; but the works suffered little damage ; those which^strjuck 
the fort were buried in its soft wood. Hardly a hut or tree on 
|:b!e island esdiped. Seven thousand balls have been picked up 
since the engagement. 

When the British fleet appeared off the coast, th^re was so 
scanty a stock of lead, that to supply, the musquetry with balls, it 
becanfie necessary to strip the windows of the dwelKng housesia 
Charleston of their, weights. Powder also was very scarce, 
notwithstanding aseasonably supply received a fevv days before 
ihc engagement. The proportion allotted for the. defence of tha 
fort was but barely enough for slow firing* It was expended 
jvilh great deliberation. The oflScers, in turn, pointed the guns 
with such exactness, that most of their shot took effect on th4 

'^i]»pang. In the beginning of the action tjie ilag-staff w£i$ 
^hot away. Sergeant Jasper of the grenadiers inmiediately 
^otped on tlie, beach, to^k up .the flag^ and fastened iton^ 
^pong^-staff^ He mounted the merlon with it in his hand ; and 
though the ships werejdirecting their incessent broad sides at thi^ 
spot, deliberately fixed it. The day after the action, gov. Rut- 
Jedge presented the sergeant with a sword, as a mark of respect 
for his distinguished valor. Seven of the wounded of the garrisoa 
lost their limbs ; but not with these their spirits; for they CiH 
tliusiastically encouraged their, comrades, never to abandon ti^ 

' standard of liberty and their country f. This was particularljf 
noticed, of sergeantM' Donald who being mortally wounded bjr 
a cannon ball, employed the interval between the, wounding 
»nd his death in exhortations to that purpose. He expired 
in a few minutes, when Jasper removed the body out of sights 
ipajling out at the same instant^*' revenge the brave mans ^eath^** 
- Charleston has certainlyr had a narrow escape. Gen. J^ee^ 
wrote to the board of war J^ily the second, ** For the want oC 
Mvalry, Charleston and its dependencies ha4 certainly been 
lost, if the enemy had acted with that vigor ^d .expedition we 
had reasofb' to expect, but a most unaccountable laugor and 
inertness on their parts have saved.us." The unfinished state of 
the.fort, the danger of its being enfiladed, and the difficulty of 4 
©etteat for want of a durable communication between the island 
aad the main, by a bridge, led the general to view the (ort rather 
as untenable, and tQ incline to the abandoning of it : but when 
be found that coh Moultrie w-as determined at all adventures to 

. t General Lee'i Jettir to corgrtfi. 

atten^pl 
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jMttett^its defence, he satisfied himself with advisuigtu atstta8b»> 
able evacuation, and against risking too much in its suppost.*^Ar 
The CBfonei and his garrison have deserv^ the praftes and tfaauiltf 
«f their country and -will undoubtedly meet with due h^oon 

Srnne think there was a^capital misuke on the part c^the Btv^ 
tisb c^nMvaader in stoppingat the foit^ vrfiea Charieslo» tKii^ 
the object ; aad that the fleet should have passed the islaiid^ or 
mtdtr to tficir attacking &sc ftowA^ which wiA, a leading wvkt 
mid tide,n»ight have been dose with a tenth part <^ the Jons audi 
Aunoge that the ships have susuined« But had they passed tbt^ 
fort a successlul attack upon the tow& was not a ncc es a ni y 
rnissequcnce. The very attack of the fort woadd bave beew 
successful had the Acteon gpt safe to her statioa^iastead m£ lua^ 
nifig aground. 

The fate of this expedition wiU contribute greatly to est»- 
bli^h the popular government it was intended to overset ; wbi^ ' 
the news of it will fly like a meteor through the cond? 
^^MiU and cany with it a most malignant infiueaee en th^ 
VDvat cause. Siir Peter Parker wiU most probably sail soen(^ 
with the fleet and droops for tbc Hook, and ia opder the 'ym 
iord Howe- 

Now let us resume the nxmientous business ofindepmdeaty/ 

The Pemtsi^vanmMSScm^ij withdrew from its union with coa»^ 
gress, in consequence of instructions t» their delegates, uf^on'ttie 
congressional resolve of May the 15th, foe suppuessing aliautho^ 
rity derived from die crown of Great-Britain in the united colo^ 
nies. The committee of the city and liberties of Philadeipfaii j 
j^rebended, that by this step an appeal was made to the peao^ 
pie ; and in compliance with the request of a large nujority^ of 
&e inhabitants, issued letters on the 20th of May (by virtue of A 
power given to them in the provincial convention held in Janu^ 
ary 1775) for calling a conference of the committees erf the 
counties, in order to collect the sense of the inhabitants upon the 
aforesaid resolve of congiess, and to bring about a le-union of 
the provinces with the other colonies, by caiUng a provincial 
convention^ with a view to form a government for that purpose. 
They intimated their belief, that the assembly had been dragged' 
into a compliance with most of the resolutions of congress from 
fear of a provincial convention. Messrs. John Sayard and Dai- 
niel Roberdeau were particularly active in this business* * 'rh& 
deputies of the people assembled (June 24.) in full provmcial- 
conference, and unanimously declared their willingness to con-i- 
cur in a vote of congress declaring the uuited colonies free and 
independent states. A change in tlieir delegates/oUowcd. Mr. 
Dickenson opposed openly, and upon principle, the declaration* 
of independence, and was tlierefore removed. The 
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* The J/dfjr/oWrfconvciitiotiliaS instruclea their delegates^ last' 
^etenjber, to propose the question of independency, Thes<* 
therefore, having given their vote against it, withdrew j n^t 
from apersoaal opposition^ but in compliance with their tuAy^' 
Kc representation. Mr. Samuel Chase was strongly attachedto it; 
and when he was teturned to Maryland, procured corjtfy in^ 
iitructions to the members of convention, by which the lasf 
were indeed to alter their own instiK:tions. rt^ tlran»nttted air 
<iiccount of it to his frkad in congt^ss, in the following ternas— ^ 
V Annapolis [Jtitie 2^*] Friday evening, nine o'ciock. Iain this 
aion^eat from the house to procure anexpresss to follow the post 
•with an unanimous vote ef our convention for tndependeme^ &c.* 
S^ the glotious eifect* of cod nty instructions. Our peopte' 
have fire, if not smothered* S. Chase." 

[July 1.3 Congress resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole upon the subject of independency ; but neither coiosies» 
nor members bein^ unanimous, ft was postponed till the nextday;* 
: [July 4.] They had it under fiitther consideration^ whea the 
declaration of independence was -agreed to and adopted^ Hicr 
title of it is, 

A Declaration by the Representative^ of. flie Cnitew 

States of America, in Congress- assembled. 
- The preamble follows in these words: ** When^ inihectnas& 
^ of human^ events, it beconies necessary for one people ta db^ 
^ aotve the political bands which hav^e connected theia with ano^ 
*^ ther, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the se«- 
*•* parate and equal station^ to which the lapws of nature aad 
*f of nature*s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions 
^ of mankind, requires that they should declare the causes whicj» 
•^ impel them to the separation, 

** We hold these truths to be seltcvidcnt— that all.rae»ar« 
** created equal — that they are endowed by their Creator, widi 
^ certain unalienable rights — that among these are life, liberty, 
^ and the pursuit of happiness — ^That to securc these rights^ 
V governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 
** powers, from the consent of the governed — that whenever anr' 
^ form of government becomes destructive of these eiKls, it 15 
** the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to insututs 
•* a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, 
** and organizing its powers in such form as to thena shalTsceot 
♦* most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, 
** ifldtwd, wilt dictate^ that governments long esublished, should 
^ not be changed fpr light juid transient causes--and accordingly 
•^ all experience hath shown, that mankind are m«re dispoi>«4 

**tu 
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** to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 
** by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed, Bifi 
♦• when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari- 
** ^ly the samtf object, evinces a design to reduce them under 
*f ai^olute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to tlirow 
*' off such government, and to provide new guards for their 'fii- 
** turc security. Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
** colonies, and such is now the necessity which constrains theiil 
** to alter their former systems-of government." The declaratioij 
proceeds to give "a history of repeated injuries and usurpa- 

V tions, all having in direct object the establishment of an ai)i 

V solute, tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be 
*f subnfiitted toa candid world." It then enters upon a specifi- 
cation of injuries and complaints, to the following purport—;^ 

. Assent has been refused to laws the most wholesome and ne- 
^ssary for the public good. 

. Governors have been forbidden to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation tilf 
assented to in Britain ;^ and when so suspended, an attention tq[ 
them has been utterly neglected. 

Legislative bodies have been called together at places unusuafj 
Wicomfortable, and dislant from the depository of their public 
records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into a compli- 
9pce with favorite measures. . 

-Houses of representatives have been dissolved repeatedly; fbf 
apposing with manly firmness, invasions on the rights of th^ 
people. •' 

For a long time after such dissolution, it has been refused to 
permit others to be elected ; whereby the legislative power, in- 
eapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at l^rge fot 
their exercise ; the state remaining in the mean time exposed td 
all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsidn^ 
within. 

, £nde«yors have been made to prevent the population of thes^^ 
states, by obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners^ 
refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hitlier, ana 
raising the conditions of new appropriations of land. 

The administration of justice. has been obstructed by the te^ 
fusing.of assentto laws for establishing judiciary powers. ** 

Judges have been made dependent on the crown aldiic f(# 
the tenure of tlieir offices, and the amount and payment of thd¥ 
salaries. 

A multitude of new offices h^ve been ereeted, and swarms of 
iafficersJhave been sent hither to harrass the people, and eat ou^ 
tlieir substance, . - ^ :l 

Standing 
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Standing armies have been kept up among us in times of peace, 
-Svitliout tiie consent of our legislatures, 

• The military has been rendered independent of, and superioi: 
|o the civil power. 

. A plan has been formed to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign 
to-our constitution* and unacknowledged by our laws. 

Acts have been passed by the British legislature, for qaarter- 
ing large bodies of armed troops among us-^for protecting 
- them by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which 
they should commit on the inhabitants of these states—for cutting 
©ff our trade with all parts of the world — for imposing taxes on 
ys witliout our consent — for depriving us, in many cases, of the 
benefits of -trial by jury— for transporting us beyond seas to be 
tried f(>r pretended offences — for abolishing the free system 
of English, laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein 
an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to 
fender it at once an example anrf fit instrumetit for introducing 
^he same absolute rule into these colonies-— for taking away 
our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering 
fundamentally the forms of our governments—for suspenc^ 
ing our own legislatures, and decl^iring the British pariia- 
inent invested with power to legislate for us in all cases what- 
soever. 

The crown of Great-Britain has abdicated government here, 
by declaring us out of its protection and waging war against us. 
- Our seas have been plundered, owr coasts ravaged^ ogr towW 
burnt, and the lives of our people destroyed* . * 

Large armies of foreign mercenaries are at this time transport* 
ing, to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, al- 
ready begun, with circumstances of cruelty and perinly soirccly 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages> and totally unworthy a 
civilized nation. 

Our fellow-citizens, taken captive on tlie high seas, have been 
cpnstratned to bear arms against their country, to become the 
executioners of their friends and biethren> or to fall themselves 
by tlieir hands. . 

Domestic insurrections have been excited amongst us, and en- 
4/&avors have been used to bring oh the inhabitants of our fron- 
tiers the merciless Intiian ravages, whose known rule of warfare 
Is. an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and Conditi- 
ons. The declaration proceeds, saying, 

** In every stage^ of tliese oppressions, we have petitioned far 

** redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated petitions have 

** been aaswered only by repeated injury^ Nor have we been 

** wanting in attentions to our British bretliren. We have wam^ 

yox^ IL M *• ed 
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** ed them, from time to tiiiie,of attempts by their le^ati»9Jt^ 
** extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We iiave fp» 
\^ minded them of the circunnstances of our emigratioi^ «u^d setr 
7 tleraent here. We have appealed to their native jii^Uce^^A^ 
^^'vuagnairiniity, and we have conjured them by the ties ^gf pur 
•* Opnimon kindred to disavow these usurpatioos, which wq\^ 
** inevitably interrupt our connections and corres{K>ndeiic^.-<-r 
** They^oo have been deaf to thevoice of justice ax^} of coosaifc. 
** guinity. We must therefore acquiesce in the necessity ^hip^ 
" denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hojd the re^t 
** ofmankind, enemies in war, in peace friends, W£, thcrc/c^^ 
** the Representatives of the United States of America^ in g©- 
*' neral Congress assembled, appealing to the Supreine Ju^ge.^ 
*' the world for the rectitude of our intentions, DO, in th^ 
** name, and by the authority of the good people of the^ €olGk|iiei» 
*' solemnly publish and declare, That these (jnited Colonies, aj"c 
•* and of right ought to be, FREE anp INDEPENDENT 
** STATES; that they are absolved from all all^'iaiice, to ih^ 
*' British crown ; and that all political connection betweep tbsm 
*' and the state of Great-Britain, i&, and ought to be tot^ly 4J^ 
** solved; and that as Free apd Inde^ndent States, th^y ha^ 
** full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract glUjiiiQ^s, §. 
** stablish commerce, and to do all other acts and tiling^. wUqh 
** independent states utay of right do. And for the ^upjport o£ 
** this declaration^ with a firm reliance on the protection ofLQl. 
" VINE PROVIDENCE, wc mutuallv pledge to each other 
** our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 

The declaration was by order of congress engrossed and signed 
by ^e following members, JOHN HANCOCK— H^vi^HAUf- 
SHIRE, Josiah Bartktty fVillimn Whipple^ Mathew Thorn^an^ 
Massachusetts-Bay, Samuel Jdamsy John Ad{inis^ Mobart 
Treat Faine, Elbridge Gerry— Rhode-Islajjd apd Pnqyj* 
DENCE Plantations, «ftqE>A^w Hopkins^ WiUiwi Elieriy-r-CU>V' 
NECTleuT, Roger Sherman^ Saviuel Huntington WUtiam fVi/^ 
lianis, Oliver Wokott — ^NE\Y-YofiK, WiUiaj^i Floy4f Philip Zi^ 
vingston^ Francis Lewisy Lewis Morris — New-Jersj^x, Richard 
StocktonyJohn JVilherspoony Francis Hopkinsoriy John JJart^ Ah:a^ 
ham Clark — Pennsylvania, Robert Morris^ Benja$mn Rusi^ 
Benjamin Franklin^ John Moriouy George Clymevy James Smkh^ 
George Tajfkry James Wilson^ George Ross — Delaware. £ir- 
sar Rodne^y George Read — ^Maryjland, Samuel Cha^Cy JVM-^ 
Ham Pacay Thomas Stoncy Charles Carroll of Carrolltan-r-YiK'^ 
GiNiA, George Wythcy Richard Jlenjy Lee^ Thomas J ^ar^en^ 
Benjamin Harrisony TAotws Neilson^ jun^ Francis lAghtfoot 
Lee^ Cartar ^riwrAw— North-Car^olina, IViUiofn MQ(wr^ 

Joseph 
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Jhsepfi Hewesy X)hn PenA :— — SoirrH-CAROLiNA, Edward 
JtHtled-^e^ Thomas Haywardy jun. Thomas Lfnchy jwty Ar* 
ihur Mfddktan :^--GzoKGiA^ Btttion Gwmnttty Lyman IlaU^ 
George Waiion. 

- The dedaratien- 6f Cangre»s is mtendcd for tteir act of separ- 
ktion fronr the crown o? Great-Britain ; they therefore no' 
longer regard that prudefttral state maxim^ tkc kin^ can do tw 
^r^ng in his oflfcial character y but, in making their complamts, 
eharge the specified grievances to majesty itself ; by which they 
toean to justify; in the siglit of mankind, the renunciation of 
4hetr former allegiance.' Thus has an event been produced 
Which was not had in contemplation by any of the colonies, of 
even by any delegate, scarce by Mr. Samuel Adams, as what 
<ras so soon to happen, when congress first met in the year 111^, 
■Whfeh Lexington engagement had taken place, he and some of 
his colleagues judged that the contest must then issue in indepen- 
dence^ or slavery ; and therefore laboured to establish the first, 
that the test nHght'be prevented. But had a serious proposal of 
separating from the crown of Great-Britain been early introdu- 
^t€d intd congress, the dissolution of that body would have fol- 
lowed, throi^ the general aversion of the people at large ancf 
#f particular colonics to sucih separation. The Massachusetts del- 
'fegates had a very nice part to act. The southern colonies were 
l^fous of then* republican* spirit, and of their aiming atindepcn- 
tfemfy. These therefore, by a most .prudent policy, secured 
flK>ise of the Virginia delegates that verged toward republicanism, 
fvith whom thev intrusted any favourite measure wbich they want- 
rdio have earned ; aiid who brought the same forward and sup- 
ported it in congress^, against the other southern delegates, while 
their Massachusetts brethren attended the debates without show- 
fog themselves particutatly interested, so that tlie jealousies of 
" «uch as were most against it were not alarmed. They took oc- 
casion' also, fronl the various occurrences that offered, gently tQ 
infuse their own sentiments into the minds of such as had before 
apposed tliiem. Their wise procedure aided, on tlie one hand 
,by certain trusty friends in congress, and. on tixe other by the; 
'i>exsevering blundering politics of the British ministry, have 
'-^^tihder the direction of Providence produced independency. It 
• femains to be seen whether Providence will, give to the same an 
abiding establishtnent. The measures Which congress have adop- 
ted, may be deemed by some presumptuous, considering the 
weakness of their own army : the strength of the British, assisted 
' b)^ apowerful navy ; and that tliey have not the least assurance 
of aid from foreign power. But how could it have been 
avoided? The people were ripe for it. Prudence dictated a com- 
pliance 
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pliance with tlieir expectations and wishes. , A disappointncieiit. 
might have disgusted, and produced disorder. The declaration 
may give confidence to the timid ; and animate the friends of 
liberty to greater exertions. It may lead France to think that 
the Americans have resources more than are known, and so in- 
cline her to entertain the thought of giving them assistance ; 
while it admits of their applying for the same, with perfect con-g 
sistency as an independent people. They have nothing worsA 
to apprehend from the declaration than before. The force de-* 
stined to act against them proves, that if possible, tliey arc to bofe% 
reduced to unconditional submission ; the declaration, cannot^ 
add to the misery of such submission. Beside, the quarrel is i»- 
such a stage, that it cannot be ended with safety to the inhabit 
tants^ but by their separating from Great-Britain, and becomiof^ 
independent : any thing short of that must now prove a eonti-* 
nuai source of dissention and wretchedness. The members ofi^ 
congress have had it for seme time rung in their eara» » 

*^ The middle way, the best, we sometimes call* . i 
*' But *tis in politics no vyray at all/* ^ 

[July 8.] This day at twelve o'clock, the declaratioa of iiH: 
dependence was proclaimed at the state-house in Philadelphia^ 
amidst the greatest acclamations. The day, in consequence o£ 
general orders, it was read at the head of each brigade ^f tha 
continental army at New- York, and eveiy where received with- 
loiid huzzas, and the utmost demonstrations of joy. The sacoQ- 
evening the equestrian statue of the king was laid prostrate on 
the ground. The lead of which it is made, is doomed to be rui> 
into bullets. The New- York congress have unanimously resoK 
ved, that they will at the risk of tlieir lives and fortunes, joirt. 
with tlie other colonies in supporting the declaration ; and bavel 
authorised their delegates to adopt all sucl^ measures as may bo 
conducive to the happiness of the United States. 

The New-Jersey convention have declared their late govern- 
nor, William Franklin, esq. a virulent enemy to tlie country^- 
and a person who may prove dangerous, and who ought to be 
confined in such place and manner as congress may direct ; con-, 
gress have ordered him to be sent under guard to governoe. 
Trumbull of Connecticut, who is to admit him to his parole j; 
but if he refuses to give it, he is to be secured the same as odieti^ 
prisoners* Matters are drawing on to such a crisis, that tbei 
next letter must necessarily contain very interesting intelligeace^ 

LET^ 
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Roxbury^ Sept. 16, m6. 

LORD Dunmore has at length quitted Virginia and joined the 
I Brit^h forces. He arrived with lord Campbell and Sir Pe- 
ter Parker off Staten-Island. [August 1 4.] His lordship continu- 
ed on th#cOast^ and in the rivers of Virginia, till the closeness 
andiilth of the small vessels in which the fugitives were crowd- 
ed, together with the heat of the weather, the badness and scar- 
city ofwater and provisions, produced the pestilential fever, which. 
2|iade greathavock, especially among the negroes, many of whom 
were swept away. When at length every place was shut against 
him, and neither water nor provisions were to be obtained, but 
at the expence of blood, it was found necessary, toward the be^ 
ginning of August, to burn several of the smaller and least valu^ 
able vessels, to prevent their falling into the hands of the Ame-, 
ricans, and to send the remainder, amounting to between forty 
and fifty, with the exiled friends of government, to seek shelter 
Ml Florida, Bermudas, and the West-Indies ; a great number of 
negroes were sent at the same time to the last of these places 
for sale. The Virginians lost about lOOO of them in the whole, 
including those who were killed or died while attached to his 
lordship's service. Thus have ended the hopes ei^ertained of 
suppressing the oppositioa to government in Virginia bv cm^- 
ploying the negroes — a meaisure which being rather invidious 
than powerful, tended infinitiely to in£ame the discontents of 
the people without adding to the strength of the royal arms. 
The New-Jersey congress were so irritated by the plot for 
destroying the American army, that they used the utmost dis- 
patch informing their constitution, and fmished it by the second 
of July. ^ - 

Though they knew that the subject of independence was be- 
fore the continental congress, and that these were upon the point 
pf declaring the United Colonies independent : and though they 
had empowered their own delegates to join in the declaration^ 
yet that not being made at the time, they closed with sayings 
*' provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this 
jcongress, that if a reconciliation between Great-Britain and these 
colonies should take place, and the latter be taken again under 
the protection and government of the crown of Britain, this 
charter shall be null and void, otherwise to remain firm and in- 
violable.'' 

The 
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Tlie New-Jersey legislature, in the following September, chose 
WiHiam Livingston, esq ; a gentleman of the' law and of &3t** 
rate abilities, to be their governor. There was an equal num^ 
bcr of votes for him and Mr. Stockton ; but the latter having' 
jttst at thut nJionient, refused tojurnish his team or horses for the 
service of the public, and the legislature coming to the knowledge^ 
rf ity the choice of Mr. Livingston took place immediate^ 

- [July 5.] The general convention of Virginia agreed upon a»' 
constitution. They began their session the fifth of Maj^ atid teftf 
days after, when they :were present 1 1 2 members, resolved anan-^ 
imously, that their delegates should be instructed to pFO|M>se lo^ 
congress that the United Colonies be by that respectable b<5dy 
declared fiee and independent states, ft mightbe from a full con-^ 
ftiencc of receiving such instructions^ that Mr. R. Henry Leef 
gave notice, that he should move for a declartition of indepen- 
dence^ One gentleman of eminence, who was employed in tlitf 
great Work of planning die constitution made it his incessant stu^. 
dy so to frame the portrait of government, that a kindred with^ 
NeW-EngJand might he discerned in it. ^ "' 

' Let us now repair to New- York, and the neighbourhood. ' ■ 
Lord Howe arrived off Halifax toward the end of June ; uport 
learning that the fleet and army had left that port on the 1 0th, and 
leceiving the letter which the general his brother had left foi;^ 
kim, he proceeded to New- York without coming to an anchor^ 
and reached Staten-Island by the 12th of July; from whence? 
he sent ashore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter, together 
with a declartion to several of the late governors of the United 
States, then colonies, acquainting {hem with his powers, and de- 
Wring tliem to publish the same as generally as possible, foi* th^ 
information of the people. The declaration and letters were for- 
warded to congress by genei-al Washington j and ordered by then! 
to be published in the several news-papers, that the inhabitants 
miglit be informed of what nature the commissioners were, and 
what the terms, with the expectation of Which the couit of Bri^ 
tain had endeavoia-ed to amuse and disaim them ; and tliat th^ 
. fiew who were ^till suspended by a hope foimded either in the ju^i 
tice or moderation of the parties concerned, might be convinced^ 
that the valor alone of their country was to save its liber- 
ties. 

[July 14.] Lord Howe sent up a flag to New-York with a let'i 
ter, under tlve subscription of " George Washington, esq. '* but 
which the general refused to receive, as not being directed to 
bim with the title and the stile suitable to his station. Congress 
applauded liim for acting with a becoming dignity ; and then -dfc 
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yectcd that ,n0iie of tbdr officers should receive letters or mcwu 
ges that were not addressed ta them according to their respecdra 
rank* -Adjutant-general Paterson was at length sent 0uly 20. J 
with a letter addressed to "George Washington, &c. &c.&c.'^ 
Th« geiajeri^l exempted himfroinbeingblind-folded, as customary 
in passing through fortifications, and received him with the greatest 
politeness ; but noitwithstandiag ajl the adjutant could offer, the 
4it ceteras would not reniave tte impediments to the eorrespofi- 
dence attempted. The general told him, " it is true the etceie-- 
ras iinply every things but it is do less true they imply any 
thing." The letter Sierefore was not accepted. Th^ ousincss 
served to discover the cast of tlie general's temper, and to show 
that he was firm and guarded. A conference ensued oa the sub- 
ject of prisoners, and complaints on botli sides, relative to the 
treatment they bad received. The adjutant asserted on his ho* 
nor, that the prisoners at Boston, whenever the state of the army 
ther€ admitted it, were treated with humanity, and even indul^ 
gence. Upon his observing that the commissioners were cntrAistr 
cd with great powers, the general answered, "rheir powers ai?e 
oaly to gi-ant pardon. They wlio have committed no fau% 
S^ant no pardons. Tlie Americana are only defending what they 
think their indisputable rights." Thus ended a conference, 
from which it was evident, that all attempts in the sanie liae» 
WQuld prove ineffectual at present. The adjutant, through the 
whole conversation, addressed tlie general by the tide of eascell 
Jcncy, and belmvcd with the utmost attention and politencirs* 
The arrival of the fleet and array in the neighboriiood of New- 
York, made little impression on congress. They continue! 
with thesame inflexibiiity, in the pursuit of the measures ihcy 
had adopted. Wherever the declaration of independence was 
published, it was received with the greatest joy. It reached 
Charleston witliin a few days, and was proclaimed in the mo^ 
solemn manner to the troops under arras; and followed with aJI 
tlie usual parade of a public rejoicing. It found the people of 
South-Carolina exasperated against Great-Bfitain for her late 
J^ostile attack, and elated witlitiicir successful defence of the foit 
on Sullivan's Island, henceforward to be called l^'ort Moultrie. 
UX honor to the bVave colonel who defended it The deciaratioa 
tiras eaually acceptable to tiie military at New- York; and gave 
them tresh spirits ami vigor. The fear of fighting for, what they 
apprehended would be a patched reconciliation, was finally at aa 
cndT Two days before, col. Paterson waited upon g<in. Wash- 
ington, and as if in defii»nce of ' all tlie then formidable^ appear- 
ances, independence was soletnnly proclaimed b>y the civii autbo« 
Jity i after which the king's arms:, andean ekgant pictvire o£ hl% 
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majesty, were destroyed. The episcopal clei^, however, u|>oa 
these proceedings shut up their churches. * * '^ 

The military operations on the part of the British being def ai^ 
cdfbr wantof the expected reinforcements, the Americans itA 
the opportunity of stren(;thening themselves. Having endeavor- 
ed to fortify the entrance of the harbour, so as to make it clatigef- 
ous for the shipping, they expected that the military opetata^ 
would commence on the side of Long-Island^ where theytlirell^ 
up lines and erected redoubts, next to New- York; in ordef & 
|>reveht gea. Howe's advancing to and possessing himself ^ 
those heights which overlook the city; and so attacking ft frorfi 
that quarter. Gen. Greene was entrusted with the command 4f 
Ais post ; and studiously acquamted himsdf with all the defilA 
leading to it, that he might reap the full advantage of them when- 
ever occasion required. Notwithstanding the efforts to preye^ 
tiie passage of the British ships up the North-River, the same wajs 
effected Quty 15.] by the Phoenix, the Rose, and two tender^ 
with little damage from a heavy cannonade. They sailed ^5 
tniles, and took their station opposite Tarry-town, where therivaf 
is about four miles wide. Only 5000 of the new levies had &. 
rived [July 21.] in the American camp, out of 15,000 ordcreo: 
The exertions of the states ishould ha^^e been far more vigoroi^ 
considering the formidable ' force their army had soon to cope 
witn, such as no part of this jietr world had seen before, viz. a 
Ijodyof S0,000 excellent troops; great numbers of them ex^^ 
rienced veterans, rendered the more formidabte by the abdni • 
Ance of their military stores and warlike materials, by the ^op< - 
ness and quantity of tho artillery with which they are providea^ 
«nd by the numerous fleet that supports them. ^ 

The particular jealousies and prejudices of the continent 
troops from the different states, led them frequently to throw oi^t 
reflections tending to irritate each other, and imjure thecommgn 
cause ; so that the commander in chief interposed his iufluencefo 
suppress it by general orders. [August 1.] This Was a measure aB* 
wlutely necessary, considering the state of his army ; which was 
as follows [Aug. 8.] for the several posts on New- York, Loxij 
'and Governor's Islands and PowleVHook, 10,514 fit for dut*^ 
«ick presei^, S02f9; sick absent, 629; onconlmand, 2946 iW 
furlough, 97— total 11,225. These were litt.e other than r!^ 
troops, and much scattered, some being 15 miles apart.* TJJe. 
two fleets of transports, with the expected reinforcetacilfe^ 
arrived [Aug. 12.] under convoy of commodore Hoth^ 
•and the Repulse, as did the camp equipage ; s^) that ge;a6- 
tal HoWe was ^enabled to proceed upon the operations rf ^ 
f Gwral WMhingtoja'e Utter, ,^ ^, ^i 
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campaign, which ought to have commenccd-at least two inontht 
moaner. The scarcity of lead obliged the citizens of NewrYork 
Xo part with: their window leads for the use of the American ai> 
iny. One house supplied them witlxl200ib. and another with 
lOOOlb, Gen. Washington provided sonie fire ships forhostile pur- 
poses, and the defence of the North-River. One of them, com- 
,toaiided by capt. Fosdick and another by capt, Thomas, went up 
aftcrthe Phcenix and Rose [Aug. 16.] the night being dark, they 
passed the Phcenixwithoutsceing her; capt. Thomas fell on board 
the tender belonging to them, and burnt her. The iight gave di^ 
rection to capt. Fqsdick, who grappled the Phoenix, but by the 
ipwness of his vessel and tlie -dexterity of the Phoenix's hands, the 
latter got clear of the fire ship and sunk her. The enemy, how* 
ever, Siought it prudent ta quit their station two days after ; and 
just before day-light, taking the advantage of a fine wind, the 
tide^and a very heavy rain^ ,went down the river, through a con- 
tinual fire from tlie American forts, but received no such damage 
as to prevent their rejoining tjic British fleet. Gen. Greene was 
|o ill that he could serve t^ longer, and g^n, Washington was 
obliged to appoint gen. SiUlwan to command on Long^Islmtd, 
notwithstanding the damage that might acciue to the public by 
Hhe ciiange at such a critical moment* 

About one hajf of the Hessians were yet wanting ; gen. Howe 
however, had under hira the troops^ formerly at Boston, tlie re^ 
"Inforcement which arrived on the 12th, tliQ forces from South- 
CaroHna, which got in on. the 14th, and some regiments from 
Florida and the West-Indies ; sotlmthe felt himsetf sufficiently 
strong to resolve upon attempting the island. The necessary mea- 
sures being taken by the fleet for covering 'the descent^ tlie army 
wa&Janded [Aug. 22.] without opposition, between two smaif 
towns, Utrecht and Gravesend, not far from the Narrows, on the 
nearest shore to Staten-Island. The American woiks, erected un* 
der the eye of gen. Greene, cover the breadth of a small penin^ 
*«ula, having the East-River (which separates Long-Island from 
New- York) on the left, a marsh, extending to the water side, on 
^he right, with the bay and Gk)vernor's-Island at the back.— 
Within tficse works lies Brooklyne, where gen. Sullivan en- 
tatnped with a ^ong force, a few miles distant from Utrecht. 
Trom the point of land which forms the ^st side of the Narrows; 
runs a ridge of WHs about north-east, in length about five or six 
miles, covered with a thick wood, which terminates in a small 
rising land near Jamaica. Through these hills are three passes 
only ; one near the Narrows ; a second on the road Called 
the Flatbush road ; and a third called the Bedford road, 
being a cross road from Bedford to Flatbusli, Which lies 
'Vol, n. N on 
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iwi the southerly side of tlicse bills. These passes' thrbuglrtfe^ 
Siountains or hillsv are easily defensible, being •very narrow, antf 
the lands high ai^ tnountaimms on each side. These are the ohif 
roads which can Iwrpassed from the South side of the hills to the 
American lines, except a road leading round the easteriy end of 
the hills to Jamaica. . An early attention had been given to tlic 
importance of these passes. Vo the second of them the smdtf 
American parties patrolling on the coast, retired upon the ap-* 
proach of the ftritish* boats with the troops. Lord Cornwalli^ 
pushed on immediately with the reserve arid some other forces f 
but finding the Americans in possession of the pas$, incompliancef 
with otders, risked no attack. [Aug. 25.] Three 4ays after, gem 
de lleister^ with two brigades of Hessians from Staten-Island, joiii:4 
cd the army. It is said, that when lanckd, he was told by^oikJ 
high in connnand, " Tlie Americans will give the forcignei*s no? 
quarter ;'* and that lie answered^ " Well, as I knowit,! am read^ 
to fight on these terms." The foreign officers ahd soldiers were 
let to behove tJiat the Americans are a set of savages and barbaiV 
rians, and to dread falling into their iiands, under tlie apptchefaff 
sxon of meeting with the cruelest treatment. I'he common merf 
were taught to expect, that if taken, they should have their bd^ 
dies stuck full with pieces of pine wooa, and then be burnt tdr 
death. ^ The propagation of these falshoods might be consider- 
ed as iust retaliation upon congress for advising and adapting 4 
^an for encouraging the Hessians and other foreigners to 6tstft 
cie British service. Officerls and men are totally ignotant of tii^ 
nature of tjie quarrel between Britain and tlie Utiitcd States ; and 
have high notions of subjection to princely authority. They tlej^ 
test the thoughts of rebellion, and the Americans being stiled 
rebels,, they are hearty in desiring and attempting th^ir reduo^ 
tion, and need iJo incentives to whet their resentments. 

The Americans had on eachof the three above mentioned piss- 
es pr roads, a guard of eight hundred men ;. and to tlic east*^ 
thein in the wood, coL Miles was placed with his battalion, tir 
guard the-road from the south of the hills to Jamaica, and to wateS 
5ie liiotianr of the enemy on that side, with cwrder to keep a pa^* 
ty constantly reconnoitering to and across the Jamaica road. Th^ 
sentinels were so placed as to keep a continual communication 
between the three guards on the three roadsl 

[Aug. 26.] Gen. Howe having fuUy settled a plan of surpfrise^ 
gen. de Heister, with his Hessians, takes post at Fktbusli in tht^ 
evening,^ aiwlepmposes the centi;e. About nine o'clock the 
same night, the principal army, eontaining^much the greatet 
part of the British forces, under the command of gentemte 
ClintORi earl Ferc;^ and lord Cornwaltis, march^ in 0Ml«r t§ 
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g^lhe.road leading round the easterfy cnd?oflhe hiltetpfama^ 
cai^.and so to turn the left.of the- AineriGSMis. Col. Miles,, whose 
4«iiy it is-to guaird- thi& rGac)> sufieiS' the Byitisla to march not les$ 
th*n wxjnile&till thcjy are iiear two nwles in tlie rear of the guards 
l^^fore he diseovers and gives- notke^^ftheiir approach. [Aug. 
27-} Gen. Clintoft arrivesAvithiiVihalf a mirksoftl^ road aboi^t 
^9 hours- before-day break, halts and settle* his- disposition for 
the attack. Oneof hiapatmls falls inr with apatrbt- of Ameri- 
^an>ofiiGers on^horseback, who are tiepa!Mied> and made prison^ 
ers. SulUvan^ though in- expectation, that they will brmg him 
uiteHigeneey neglects sending out- a fresh patrol on findkig him-^ 
4^f. disap^tnted^ Clinton learning from the oflicers^ that tiie 
iiaiericans luve not occupied the road, detaches a battalion of 
Ught4nf&ntry to secure it; and advancing with his corps upon 
^e appearance of day, ptassesse« himself of the heiglits over wliicU 
tlie road paRseSv. 

» ^General Grant with the Jeftwing* advaneesalbng the traast by 
lyhe West road, near the narrows^ About midnight, tlie guard con- 
<ifiyi»g^^^ ^New-Yorkers and Penfisylvanians, perceiving that 
there is danger at hand, flee without tiring a gun^ and bring ta 
gen- Parsons^who^eoHiHiandfrthotii, the account of the. ^nemy'^ 
advancing in greafr numbers by tl\at road* Grants* movement 
is to divert the attention of the An-^rioana fi^oiw-the. left, whe-r^ 

tq main- attack is to be niadeby Clinton* Parsons ^rceivcs by 
ir-day4ight, tliat the British are gotthrough4he woody and are 
descending on tli© nortii side^. He takes- twenty of his** fogitiv^ 
•guard, being all he can^ €oUect^,a»d posis. them on . a height ip 
fromt of the British^ abcmt half a mile disl^at which halts their 
column,. and-^vestinie for lord^ASWri/wg' to. come up with hisr 
forcesi amounting to about l-SjOOrWiiapossesseshinlself of a^hiii 
. about twQmileJ from caiiip^- 

^f'he ei^agement begins, soon after day-break, by thi3 H^ssiant- 
fpom* FlatSush,. under gen. Heister, and by gen* Gr^it on the 
coast ;.aqd awarmacannonadawathatrisk fire of small arn^, i&. 
eageriy supported on both sidos-for somesonsiderable time* Th% 
Americans opposing gen^. Hcistcr, are the first.whoare apprizedl 
«f the march of the.British troops ^nder gen. Clifiton-.'fhey agt 
€oi;dingty isetreat in large bodies^ and < inv tolerable order to-i^e* 
cover their camp ; but are soon, intercepted by the.rightjauoguiu 
.der gen. CU6ton;*who havii\g haitedandrefreshcdhis forces^f- 
itx passing the heights^, continues bisrmaroh, apd getting> into th« 
£ear of Uie left of the Americans, abouthaif. past eight o'clock^ 
attacks them with his. iigiit4nfantry and. light dragoons, whll0 
qMittitig the beiglits to retura to their iines^ They are driv«* 
#i€k» a^^ again iii«et tlx^. Bessians. . '|lHis..they! are .alternateJ;^ 
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their regiments, oveipowered and out •numbered as they are, forc^' 
their way to camp^ through all the dangers with which thej' ar«' 
pressed. The Americans under lord Stirling, consisting, of coL;? 
Miljes'^ two battalions, col. Atlee% col. Sraailwood^s and <x)l«> 
Hatch's regiments, and who are engaged with gen. Graat, bebav<l 
^kh great bravery and resolution, charging the eoemy aadmaiiKk 
tauung their posts from^ about eight in the morning tiU two in: 
the aftemooa ; ^ut are so late in their knowledge of what passes^ 
elsewhere, that their retreat is intercepted by some^of the Britishr 
troops, who, beside turning the hills and the Aimerican Jeft,iiaTO 
traversed the whole extent of country in their rear. Several breali& 
tbrot^ the enemy's line, and get into the woods^ Cren. Paursoni^ 
mth a small party, escapes by doir^ it. Numbers throw .theoft* 
selves into the marsh at Gowan's Cove ; some are drowned; Oi^ 
thers perish in the mud ; a considerable body however, escapes 
hf tWs way to the lines. The nature of the countiy, and the 
itariety of the, ground occasion a cohtinuance and ex^nsimr o| 
small engagements, pursuits and slaughter, which last^ar aexaziy 
hours before the scene closes. . . ^ 

The Britisli troops displayed great valor and activity tuL^hif 
pccasioti so impetuous was their ardor, that it wa^ -with xH& 
€ulty that they cou\i be restrained, by gen. Howe's ordcrs^fctwi 
§lt4ckiflg the American lines. They would probab^haveefite» 
«d them, had not the works been completed the niglit befoBrtWi 
•ctiaD, byxlosing.an opening on the r^bt, and placing an abbaUs 
before it The ^wj^ricaTMweremost completely surprised andefr 
Actually entrapped. Col. Smallwood's Maryland regiment suffer 
ed extremely, and was ^most cut to pieces* It lost two hundreil 
and iifty-ninV men. The loss was much, regretted on account 
of their beinf young men of the best families in the couatryu 
All who were engaged in the actions of the day, did iM)tdispia]r 
the same courage ; nor was it to be expected from 5uch tscm 
troops. M^iy escaped from the want of discipline ; forlj)e|r 
teroke at the sight-of danger, and saved themselves through flight 
mrhereas otherwise they must have been killed or taken. L^gc 
Jbodies however were captured. Generals Sullivan, lord Stirlcaj; 
and Udell, beside 3 colonels, 4 lieutenant-colonels, S m^ors, ts 
captains, 43 lieutaiants, 11 ensigns, an adjutant, 3 surgeons and 
4^ -volunteers, were made prisoners, together with lOO^privatei, 
in all 109X As anaong the prisoners the wounded were inehid- 
pd, an allowance between 4 and 500 for killed, drowned, ^perish- 
ed in the woods, the mud and the like,4nust be r^^koned su& 
ciently large* Only six brass ordnance were taken. The loss 
iof the fiodshy^in kiUed ud wounded, 4iidaot^xceed;3ia sJif 
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i0ttoca ofliy 61 were slain. Tke Hessians had 2 rank and fiis 
kiUcd» and 23 privates and 3 officers wounded. , 

*-The brilJiant success of the operations on Long*Islaod, may 
fascinate the judgment and crown the head- of gen. Howe with 
luurel&f but there are some sensible An^erican officers, who judge 
that by commencing them in that quarter, he completely put into 
the hands of general Washington- the only chance which offered 
ftMTthc defence of New-York ^ and that,if gen* Greene bad not. 
been prevented by sickness from continuing in command, all 
the passes or roads would have been so secured and defended, 
as that the royal army, in attempting or gaining them, would hav© 
\}QGn io crippled, as to have been arrested with regard to all fu- 
ture, successuil operations. Gen. SuUivan was too inattentive and 
confident. Though in the midst ofroyaflists, he suffered therat»^* 
go backward and forward just as they pleased. One of tlie Ame- 
scan chaplains^ fearing that the British would make a circuitous 
march, and take tO'the Jamaica road, asked him whether he had 
guarded, that pass sufficiently, and received for answer^ ** Ycv 
l|>.£hat.aa angel cannot force it.'' 

It may be thought by many, that if general Howe, instead oC 

eommencinghis operations on Long-Island, hadron upthoJVl^riA- 

£iv^t and landed above iVew;-Ji?rit, he would either have^ooi* 

pelled gen* Washington to a sudden evacuation of the city, with 

^the loss of nearly all the stores of the army ; or to have fought 

though very unequal in numbers and troops ; or to have surrem^ 

Jered for want o£ provision. That soch a movement might hav» 

htCtt made, wind and tide favoring, without any particular dan* 

ger^^f a failure, had been established by the sale.passage of tlu: 

t£boenix and Rose up and down the river, «- 

:, Tlie victorious army encamped in front of the American works 

iff the evening; and on the 28th at night, broke ground in form, 

ftbout 4 or 500 yards distant from a redoubt wliich covered the; 

ieft of the An>ericans* The same day gen. Mijjlin crossed over 

irom* New* York with i6oo men ; at night be made an offer to 

^e;n. ffWAm,g'lon of going the rounds, which was accepted. He 

^observed the approaches of the enemy, and the forwardness of 

iheir batteries ; and was convinced that no time was to be lost 

lyThe next morning [Aug. 29.] he conversed with the general up* 

gwi the subject, and said,, ** You must either^ght or jretreatimr 

^mediately.. Whati^ your sti'cngth ?" The general answered* 

" aine thousand." The other replied, " It is not sufficient, wc 

must therefore retreat." They were both agreed as to the calling 

►of a council, of war ; and gen. Mifflin wiis to propose a retreats 

-;But as he was to make that proposal, lest his own character sliould 

.suffer^ h« stipulated* that if a retreat should be.agreedi^>pn, he 

^^. would 
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would commafld tfie rear ; and if an action, the van. -Wh^irtW 
council was held, these reasons, amongothers, were mentioned fcct 
resioving the army taNew-Yoric, viz. — "Thc^hcayy raii^i^bkii 
have fallen two days and nights^ with but Itttle'intermismon^ bare 
injured the arms and spoiled a great part of the ammunition,' anii^ 
the soldiers, being without cover and obUgedr to lie in their ihtes^ 

are worn out." '^ From the time the enemy moved fvcw 

Flatbush, several large ships^ have attempted to get upv as sup^ 
posed, into the East-Rrver, to* cut off our comtminicatioii; by 
which the whole army would be destroyed; but the^wfnd fa^iag 

north-east, they have not been able to effect it;"- ^'^ Tlie 

troops are become dispirited by the^r incessant* diity and wa^J>9^ 
fng.^ It was unanimously agreed to '^it. Col. Glover, wtef 
belonged to Marblebead, was called upon with the whole of l»^ 
regiment fit for dutyr to take the command of Ihe vessels anrf 
flat-bottomed boats* Most of tl>e men v^re formerfy employe*- 
in the fishery, and so peculiarly well qualified for the service.tr*i»' 
The colonel went ovger irimself from >few- York, to give direcd* 
ons ; and about seven o'clock at night, officers and men'wenti*^ 
work with a spirit and Fesofticioir peculiar to that corps. TWI 
embarkation of the troops was committed to gcn^ M^Dbu^a9( 
He was upon the spot at Brooklye ferry, at eigiit o*clock^ the 
hour fixed for the commencement of tlws important movement 
To his great mortififcation- he foundthaf the mxfitiahadiiotycte»*. 
barked. The getting them over protracted the time till tictweci* 
ten and eleven o^cIock. Meanwhile, about nine, the tide of 
ebb made, and the wind blew strong at nortk-east, which ^Aiag 
to the rapidity of the tide, rendered it impossible to eflfcct lh« 
retreat in the coorse of the night, with only that number of 
Towboatswhich they could command, and the state oftliewiii^ 
and tide put it out of the power of col. Glover's men totoalto 
any use of the sail boats. Gen. M*Douga41 sent colonel Graj«^. 
son, one of the commander in chief's aids, to report (xr his e^V' 
cettency their embairassed situatbn r and gave it as hts opinior^ 
tbatthe retreat was impracticable t^at night The ctdowel row 
turned soon after,, not being able to find the compnianderit. 
chief, on which the general went on with the embarkation, mf^^- 
der all these discouragements. But about eleven the wiiMk 
died away, and soon after sprung up at south-west, and. bie|^- 
•fresh, which rendered the sail boats of use, and at the same tf««!.. 
made the passage from the island to the city, direct, easy-adS 
expeditious. Providence further interposed in favor of tgfc te». 
treating army, by sending a thick fog about two o^clock'in tlite 
rooryiing fAug. 30.] which hung over . Long-Island^ ^^ile *^it> 
Kcw-York sicfc it was clean During the embarkation, eolonA 
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ScaimneH waSSCfttlo gen. Mifflin with orders for a particular rc^ 

S'raent to march down, to the ferry ^ the coioncl mistook the or--^ 
:rs^ and instead of a' regiment understood the whoJe covering 
party, and delivered them accordingly. On that gen. Mifflin 
4uitted the iines, and came down to the place of embarkation, to 
tHc great astonishmentof gen. Washington, who with surprise en^ 
cjoired into the reason of such conduct. The mistake being ctear- 
^ up, gen. Mifllin returned to the line^, after they had been aban- 
doned about tfnree-quarters of an hour> without its being disroj^ 
vered by tne enemy, becau^ of the fog. Tht fog and wind con- 
tinued to favor the retreat, till the whole army, 9000 in number^ 
with aH the fiel(j artillery, such heavy ordnance as was of most 
^walue, ammunition, prevision, cattle, horses, carts, &c. were 
safe crver. The water was so remarkably smooth as to j^idmit of 
tJie row boats being loaded within a few inches of the gunwatei 
Gen. Washington, though often enti-eated, would not leave the 
island till Mifflin, with his covering party, left the lines, at about . 
six o*cIock.. The enemy were so nigh that they" were lieard at 
VKodc with Aeir pick-axes .and shovels. In about half an hour 
after the lines were finally abandoned, the fog cleared off, and 
the Btitish were seen taking possession of the American works;; 
Four boats were on the rirer, three half-way over, full of troops; 
the fourth^ within reach of the enemy's iire upon the shore, 
wa& compelled to return ; she had only three men in her, who^ 
tarried bJ^hind to plunder. The river is a mile or more across; 
QUd y^t the retreat was effected in less than thirteen^ hours, a * 
great part of which time it rained hard. : - 

'Had it not been for the providential shifting of tht wind, not 
Wore tlian half the army could possibly luv^ crossed, and the re- 
mainder, with a number of geqeral officers, and ail the heavy 
ordnance at least, mustf inevitably have fallen into the enemy's 
hand. Had it not been also for that heavenly messenger, the 
fog, to cover tho fiist desertion of the lines, and the several pro- 
ceedings of the Americans after day-break, they must havt 
Sustained considerable losses. The fog resemble! a thick smali 
Baist, so that you could see but a little way before you. It w*is 
y»y unusual also to have a fog at that time <rf" the year* My * 
informer, a citizen of New- York, coul4 not recollect his hav- 
ing known any at that season, witlwn the space of twenty or 
Atttyjpears. 

<5overnorVIsland, on which were two regiments, was evacu- 
ated likewise, with theloss^of only one inan's arm, by a can- 
Aon shot frdmHie ships. ' The Americans finished the removal 
<rf* their milkary stores from thence [Sept. 2.] and took every 
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tiling off but a few pieces of cannon, ribtwithstandinc; the sliips 
of war lav within a quarter of a mile of ^ome part of it.* 

Since the affair of Long-Island, endeavors have been used to 
keep up the spirits of the people, by puffing accounts of the c%^ 
traprdinary bravery of the ti-oops, and the destruction they made 
of the enemy. But that matters are not very promising, appears 
from a letter of gen. Mercer, who con;imands the flying canqD, 
dated September the 4th, wherein he writes^ " Gen, Washiii|- 
ton has not, so far as I have seen, 5000 men to be depended on 
Jot the service of a campaign, and I have not 1000. Both our 
armies are composed of raw militia, perpetually fluctuating be- 
tween the camp and their farms ; poorly armed, and still wor^ 
disciplined. These are not a match for, were their numbers equd! 
to, veteran troops, well fitted and urged on by able officers. Nuni^ 
bers and discipline must prevail at last. Giving soldiers, or even 
the lower orders of mankind, the choice of officers, will for ever 
inar the discipline of armies." The wretched choice of officers 
in the Massadhusetts, is complained of in a letter of this pur- 
port to a gentleman of that state — " I can account for the stnti||e 
military appointments in your state, on no other principle^ ^M 
that your people mean to guard against the danger of an arrt^j, 
by m^dcing it contemptible. Without officers we shall neve^ 
have soldiers. They are sinking the state in the eves of ^ 
iffhole continent. At the end of a campaign we fina butph^, 
bakers, sutlers, and a large tribe of contractors, with fortunfi 
' made at the public expence, while a young officer of merit, •« 
twenty-six dollars a month, is a beggar. A man of honor aiul 
spirit cannot herd with company unworthy of him ; yet there 
i% no one beneath a field officer, whose pay gives him a rirfit 
to company above a shoe-black. The great number of soi^- 
crn officers now in York, who are but little used to the equal- 
ity which prevails in New-England, are continually resen&j 
the littleness of their pay." A third gentleman tells a nienaber 
of congressr— ** I cannot agree with you on the frequent ci^- 
i*g out of the militia. They are uneasy, restless, and discQii^ 
tented. They leave their business in a most perplexing situauj^ 
when called out suddenly^ and must be very great sufferejiln 
their private property. Their minds are always at homt^^n 
their shops, or on. their forms. This renders them low spiri^ ; 
a dejection fast seizes them; sickness and death arc the CCMj^ 
quences. The only purpose a militia can serve, under present 

* The particnlirs of ibe retreat art taken from Dr. Rodprt'* ibnAf' 
giving fermoni from col. Gtoffr'^.kUerti imd fnua the toiortpiMiai^P^ 
pcrfent wJi« were prcieof. 
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reflations, is, on some sudden invasion, to assemble and repel 
flie'enemy, and return to their business again." 

The account wlli shock your humaoity ; and yet you must be 
told, that since the coiwjuest of Long-Island, the American cap- 
tfives, in several instances, were tied up to be fired at by the roy- 
Al troops, openly and without censure.* 

* • You will not wish a detention of this letter, tliat the intelli- 
gence from New- York may be brought down to a later period, 
k shall therefore be closed with an account of the troops to the 
Horthward, and of some proceedings in the Massachusetts. 
- The return of the troqps serving in Canada^ under gen. Sul* 
Kvan, was *1()06\ When gen. Gates first joined them, the small- 
pdx raged; h'otacannot was rtiounted ; the vessels were lum- 
bered wft;h-*stores ; the men were dispirited with defeat and fa- 
tigue ; in short, the wholi^ was a scene variegated with every dis- 
tress aiid disappointment which can conspire to ruin an army, 
feen.' Sullivan left it the 12th of July ; when he first joined it 
to Canada, it was torn to piete« by sickness and unaccountable 
<>CGti?r6nce» ; its present security isthought to be owing to him ; 
'iSd therefore flie field officers addressed him when leavmg them ; 
ahd *iid, "It is to you, Sir, the public are indebted for 3ie pre- 
servation of tMeir property in Canada. It is to yon we owe oui^ 
iaf^ty thiis far. Your hurtianity will call forth the silent tear 
ind grateful ejaculation of the sick ; youruniversal impartiality 
will force the applaiise of the wearied soldier." 
* With the lasses sustained at Quebec, Three RiverS, the Cedars, 
AecbnSequent retreat from Canada, together with the deaths 
jnd desertfons which have happened since the first of April, 
th^ northern army has been diminished upward of 500Q, exclu- 
sive of 3000 sick. Tilf these were separated, and sent oir to 
Fort Georgei at the head of Lake George, where the general 
Mdspital has b^ert established, the cam]^ itself had the appearance 
of a general hospital rather than an army. The small-pox had 

' Jhfected eVeiy thing belonging to it, the cloths, the blank|?ts, 
tiie air, the very ground the men walked on. Gen. Gates ex- 
erted all his powers to prevent this pestilence from rixing at 

' Skeerisborough, to which place the mihtia ordered to reinforce 
htm, were dii-ectcd to repair. The army is now at Crown- 
Point, for a council of general officers unanimously determined 

■ *td retire from thence, and take post at the strongground oppo- 
se! to*the east point of Tyconderoga. By the end of the month 

*.Sfe M'Fingal, a modern Epic Poem, in four cantot, p. 82, Printed at 
Hfrf/orit, m Conotciicut, 1781. The Author is known 10 b: Mr. Joha 
Tmmb^I}; the Americai^ Btulcr for wit »ti4 humor* 
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affairs began to wear a less gloomy aspect. The fleet iq)on Lako 
Champlain increased rapidly. The militia began to come tot 
Skeensborough. On the 6th of August the general was joined 
hf 600 from New-Hampshire ; but many, both officers and sol- 
diers, were detained on their march bv inoculating, contrary ta 
orders, through fear of being infected with the small-pox in the 
liatural way. While the army was in Canada, regiuarity was 
dispensed with, or neglected ; and the ruin of a&irs there wasr 
ascribed by some members of congress to the want of regular 
returns. Who was general, who ^uarter-naaster, who pay^naoster^ 
who commissary^ w^re important secrets, which all their pene? 
tration was never able to discover* Gates has ^ent them a re^ 
|urn, the most systematica^ they have seen. The utmost e^^ 
ertions are applied in building galleys and gondolas, to continutj 
9 naval superiority upon the lake^ whereby to prevent Sir Gu; 
Carleton's, penetrating into the United States oy way of Ty^. 
The post opposite to u, occupied by the army^ has b^en called 
Moui^t Independence, ^nce the ^claratipn of independence 
reached tliem,i for that was received with the usual applausjc* ^ 
[Sept. 2.]: The Massachusette house of representatives hav% 
in an adchress^ to congress,, requested that they would form a CQ^-r 
federation. ($ep^ 14.} They have also chosen gen. Lincol0 
tp command the militia ordered to New-York. An attemptr 
which is now making, to fix by an act of the general court, t^ 
price of various articles, may be well intended by Hie geperallj^ 
The characters of many who are for the measure, are to& ndr 
to admit the susf|icion of a bad intention. But the measure wili 
at length prove ineffectual for the good meant'to. be answered 
by it, and be productive of great eviL The most conscientious 
and patriotic will be injured,, while the crafty and unprincipled* 
inake their advantage of it. Prices of provision, and divers o- 
tlier articles, like water,, will find their own level ; and be higtv 
or low, according to the quantity of stock in hand, and the d&. 
mandthat there is for them. But warm theorists will not ho 
easily convinced by any other arguments than those which r^ 
^ from experiments^ , 
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LETTER V. 

Rexhury^ Dec. ^0, 1776. 

THE Americaii army having providentially escaped front 
Long-Island, gen. Sullivan was immediaicly sent upon pa- 
role, with a verbal message from lord Howe to the congress ; 
importing, that though he could not at present treat with them in 
that character, yet he was very desiFOus «f having a conference 
with some of the members, whom he would consider as private 
TCHtlemen* He informed them that he, with the gener&l, had 
tall powers to compromise die dispute between Great-Britain 
and America, upoa terms advantageous to both — ^that he wished 
« compact might be settled at a time,, when no decisive bloW^ 
was struck, and neither party could say that it was compelled to 
tnter into such agreement — that, wet« tliey disposed to treat, 
xnanytisings which- they had not yet asl^, might and ought to 
4»e granted — ^d that, if upoa tlie conference, they found any 
^obable ground of an accommodation^ the authority of congress 
%ouM be afterward acknowledged to render the treaty complete* ' 
The general arrived at congress with this message on the 2d of 
September , and was desued to reduce it to writing. They re- 
^Ceivedaletterat the same time from gen.^ Washington, acquaint^ 
ing them with the removal of the army from Long-Islandr Oa 
the 5th, gen. &ilUvaa wasrequested to mform lord Howe, ***that 
congress being the reppesentatives of the free and independent 
states <)f America, they cannot with propriety send any of their 
members to confer with his lordskip^ in their private characters, 
but that ever desirous of establishing peace on reasonable terms, 
they vviil send a committee of their body to know whether he 
has ^hy authority to treat with persons authorised by congress 
fciT that purpose in behalf of America, and what that authority is, 
ajid to hear such propositions as he shall think fit to make re- 
specting the same. The next day they elected by ballot, for their 
committee, Messrs. Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rut^ 
ledge. Eight days after, the committee met lord Howe, upon 
Staten-Island, opposite to Amboy, where his lordship received 
and entertained them with the utmost politeness ; tlie committee 
itt their report, summed up the account of tlie conference, by^ 
mentioning that it did not appear to them, that his lordship's 
commission contained any oUier authority of importance than 
was contained in the act of parliament ; for that as to the powci; 
«f enquiring into the state ot America, wliichhis lordship men- 
tioned 
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tipncd to them, and of <^onferring and consuldag with aay peiS 
sons the commissiqners niightthiq,k pfop^ a^ icpreseBtint tke? 
result to the ministry, they, apprehended any expectation uromr 
the cfFcct of such power would have been too precarious for 
A^nerica 40 have relied uj\on, had she still continued in her statc^ 
of dependence. Thus the hopes of ncgociation by the cofnmi&* 
ripners end^d. The friends to independency j?e}oiced th^t it wiatfc 
brought to so happy a conclu&iop. They almost trembled Jesi it 
^hould prove insnaring and something should take^ pllK^^ under it^ 
which, m the present distressed circuno&t^nce of th^ ipiUtary^n 
fairs, might dernoUsh the fabric they were :€recting. It served tor. 
gain time for recovering fr^m the shock occasioned by the toss«. 
$^stained on tong-Island, If it delayed the operations of gesu 
Howe, it answered another valuable purpose j aod it is haii 
otherwise to account for his delay. The c<?ni*^ttee managed 
with great dexterity ; and mainlined the dignity of congreaai 
Their sentiments and language beci^me their character. Hir 
lordship was explicitly and autboritively assured, .that aettfaeff^ 
the committee, northecongres?\iFhich sen t, them, had authoritjt^ 
to tre^tin any other capacity than as independent Matet» ftafc 
lord^ip had " no instructions on that subject.'! TheAmfflij.: 
cans must therefore fight it out, and tru$t in God for sisccess^. .^ 
General Washington's situation, after evacuatii^ Loi^-Ialaad, 
was truly distressing. The check which the detaQhmi&nt 1^ 
sustained* dispirited too great a proportion of the troopsi asi^ 
£Ued their minds with apprehension and dis^air. The laoiiitis' 
were dismayed, intractable and impatient to return. Great num-* 
bers went off, by companies at a time, by half i^gimenls, andt 
in some instances, almost by whole ones. The 6.yingt:ai^p.wag. 
too literally such. Whole battalions of them ran off fisoia 
Powle'a (the mode of spelling Pauls two hundred yjcarj back^ji 
Hook and the height of Bergen, upon the firing of a broad*- 
side from a man of war, when no one was huri by it An en^ 
tire disregard of that order and subordination, necessary to the 
well-being of an army, made his condition stilimoffcalarmif^;* 
and occasioned a want, of confidence in the. generality of tha. 
troops. The number of men fit for duty, taken in the main 
lH)dy and all the out posts, was for some days. under 20,000; 
but the mijitia, too contemptible to merit the name of soldiers/- 
with the new levies, alike despicable, composed more than a third 
of tlie army. The militia did inexpressible damage, by tellii^ - 
i the other troops — " all is gone — ^the regulars must overcome.'* 

t * ' 

) * Sec guceit Elizibeth'a bibk^ printed z^/x^ for Juggi m Pawlc*t Cimrck 
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Br^ducfr lajtigaagc the nien became more and more disheartened, 
what is said of the naiiitia is not peculiar to those from any oner 
st;ate : as to their intractable ness, and disregard of order and sub-». 
ordihationy it is common to all militia^ and roust be generally^ 
cx^^ectjed; for men who have been free, and never subject to 
restraint or any kind of controul^ cannot, in a day» be taught the 
necessity, or be taught to see the expediency of striet discipline.. 
Within nine days after the evacuation, the number of the sick> 
hy the return*, formed one quarter of the whole army. 

Such were circumstances, that they demanded the greatest 
harmony possible among tbetpoops ; whereas no small animosity 
prevaled between those of the nothern and southern states, oc-: 
casioned by general and illiberal reflections ficcly dealt out at 
hetA quarters. - It was not countenanced by the commander in' 
cJiief ; but the adjudant general assiduously endevouredto make 
and promote it-, so that his excellency, in order to remedy it in 
sn^me measure, appointed David Henley, esq. deputy adjutant' 
generaL The day this appointment was announced to the army 
i^^i^ral oEders, the 6th of September, a letter was written to at 
laember of congress,, which says, '^ The infamous desertions^ 
tbeslmmeless ravages, seditious speeches and mutinous behaviour 
whipb prevail in your army^ call ia the loudest language for a 
rqformii' The militia here are only an armed rabble, and all the 
ti^ps:af« without discipline. If the congress does not raise an 
afiny for tki^e years or during the contest, all the best oflScers 
will quit it. Had we been wise to engage the men, at fim, du- 
ring, tke war, we sboold now have had an army to have met 
British, troops on an equal footing. As to havir^ recourse to a 
militia, it is a most wretched subterfuge^ experience hasdenoon- 
stratcd they will notstand fire. They will not fight from home. 
Mca DMist ieaara to fight as they learn any thing else. We have 
an exceeding good commander in chief, who is not wanting in 
intrepidity, nor the truest patriotism. I wish him more able 
counsellors and spirited assistants. Be assured, Sr, that our 
men have in a great measure, lost that virtue which first en- 
gaged them to fight, and are sinking into an army of merce- 
naries." 

-One Jieutenant colonel Zeidwitz was tried for wridng a letter 
to the late governor Tryon, wherein he declared his attachment 
to the royal cause, and promised his service npon certain condi- 
tions: he was sentenced to be cashiered, and rendered incapa- 
bie.of any future military command. This strange sentence was 
owing to a militia brigadier general, and others of a similar judg* 
nient* who being members of the court, said " it was only aa 
attempt to correspond i '' and so the fellow escaped. 

General 
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General Washington divided has army, leaving 4500 in tfie<?fpf? 
of New-York^ and posting 6,500 at Hearlem^ and 12,000 M 
Xingsbridge.'^ On the hills at, or in the neighborhood of these 
places forts had been erected, which the troops garrisoned. — ^ 
The strongest Was Fort Washington, nigh He^lem, of difficolt 
access, and overlooking th«Nortli.River, the passage of which 
it was meant to secure by the aid of Fort Lee, opposite ta it on 
the Jersey side. When it became clear to the general, tbatthe 
enemy meant to throw their whole army between part of his in 
New- York and its environs, and the remainder about Kings» 
bridge, he removed his Quarters to col. Roger Morrises, ten 
miles from New-York, ana not very distant from Fart Washing^ 
ton. The day before the committee of congress met lord Hoiw;; 
fivje ships or war were sent up the East River ; On which it wai 
thought necessary to evacuate the city as fiist as possible, and t6 
remove the sick, the ordnance, stores and provisions. Colonel 
Glover was employed in this service ; he oegan upon it about 
nine at night By sun rise the next morning, his brigade- hail 
got safe over the Jerseys, the sick in and about the city amount-^ 
ing to 500. On the Saturday, he was ordered to have the ttm 
struck, and the heavy baggage carried down the North- Rivc!? 
to be transported up in boats, while the tents and li^ l>2^gg^g^ 
were carric;d Up in waggons. This was completed about nine at 
Bight, when an alarm took place ; and he was ordered to match 
his brigade to H,aerlem to join jen. M'Dougali, Icavirig th* 
whole fiaggagc of two regiments Behind, which afterward felt 
into the enemy's handsj The next morning they marched t^ 
Kingsbrtdge. The poor lads had just unislung tlieir packs, wheii 
«p drives an express with an account that the enemy were landa 
ing : on which they marched back without any kind of refresh- 
ment, joined' five other brigades^ about 7000, and formed on 
Haeriem plains. 

General Howe, having fiilly prepared fur a descent on New* 
York Island, embarked a strong division of the army under the 
command of gen. Clinton and others, in boats at the headt)f 
Newtown inlet and at another place higher up, where they couli 
not be observed by the Americans, who expected that the attad^ 
would be made oh the ^ide next to the East ^River, and had there^ 
fore thrown up works and lines to defend themselves. [Sept, 
15.] About eleven o'clock, gen. JJowe^s troops landed, undet* 
cover of the five ships^of war, in two divisions, between Rep's- 
bay and Turtle-bay, the Hessians in one place and the British in 
toother. As soon as gen. Washington heard the firing of tbp 

♦Colonel Oloycr'i letter. 
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men of war, be rode with all dispatch toward the lines ; but t& 
i^is great mortification, found the troops posted in them retreat-^ 
ing with the utmost precipitation ^ and tliose ordered to sup{>ort 
them. Parsons and Fellow's brigades, flying in every direction,, 
and in, the greatest confusion^ His attempts to stop them were 
fruitless though he drew his sword and threatened to run them 
through, cocked and snapped his pistoR On the af^arance of 
a small part of the enemy, i>ot more than sixty or seventy, their 
disorder was increased, arid, they ran off without firing, a single 
$hot, and lejft the general in a hazardous situation, so that his at- 
^ndants, to extricate hin^out of it, caught the bridle of hi* 
horse, and gave hin^>a different direction. Threq large ships 
were stationed in the North-River, opposite ta those in the East-^ 
|liver ; bothjof them Icept up a constant cannonading with grape 
^ot and langrage quite arcoss the island* . The Hessians ufioa 
&^ir landing, sei^eid and secured in aiieighboucii^ building a^ 
enemies, some persons, who had bee^ placed there> to serve a» 
guides, which for a while subjected tliem to difficulty w — Wb6» 
$ke British were completely landed, they marched an toward th«^ 
Jtin^bridge road. 1 he American brigades,^ that had fled upon 
the enemy's approaching the lines, stopped not tiU.met by coJir 
ijlovejr's and .the five other bridges, wha were hastening dowa 
to them. Upon the junction, the whole marched forwawl and 
Jpok post on sojue heights, whea all at oncCy about 8000 of.be 
^|iemy as was thought,hove in sightonthenextheightand halted* 
pen. Washington .at first consented to his troops raarehing £ot^ 
ward to give Uiem battle ; biit on a second consideiution, coun^ 
^r-^rdered as he could n0t have any dependence on the milidaf 
aod the flying camp, which composed half the number then pre-» 
sent. When the Americans wete withdrawn and no prospect 
of action remained, the British generajs repaired ta the house of 
Mr. Robert Murray, a gentleman of the quaker persuasion* 
Xhe lady of the house being at home, entertained them most ci- 
villy, with what served for, or was cakes and wine^ They were 
'well pleased with the entertainment and tairried there near two 
l^ursor more ; gov. Try on seasoning the repast, at times,, by 
K^ing Mrs. Murray about her American friends, for she was 
i^Qown to be a steady advocate for the liberties of the country* 
Meanwhile, the Hessians and tlie British, except a strong corps 
which marched down tlie road to take possessions of the city, re- 
mained upon their arras inactive ; which gave gen. Putnam the 
9PPQrtunity of escaping with about 3500 men, including th© 
guards, who had been left to shift for themselves, when colonei 
Glover had been ordered away from New-York. The general 
in order to escape any troops that might be advancing upion the 
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direct ro?id to the city, betook himself to that which Iks tloM 
side the North-River, and marched to the end, where it turns ii# 
sibort to the right, and leads on to another ftnd nonower, thai 
goes to BJooniing-dale, By tliis last road, he avoided every dan- 
gerous approach to the enemy, and retreated with safety. But 
nothing could have been easier than to have prevented hisgetting 
into it. lA good body of troops with two field pieces, in about 2Q 
minutes or less, could have taken such a position ^s would hav4 
necessarily cut off Putnam's retreat. Col. Grayson has repeat^ 
edly said speaking humorously, "Mi-s. Murray saved the Ame* 
ricanarmy.'* On the day that gen. Howe's forces landed and 
the following one they made prisoners 35* privates and 17 offi* 
cers.* Many think the general was greatly mistaken in landing; 
00 the island instead of throwing his army around itaboveKings* 
bridge, and thereby henuning in the whole^body of the American^ 
at once. Such a manoeuvre they view as having been within ^ 
compass of easy practice, considering what a naval and militai^ 
;^pparatus he had at his service* ' *; 

(Sept. 16.] On the Monday tliere was a tolerable skirmisli bfy 
tween two battalions of light infantry and highlanders, and tbfei 
companies of Hessian riflemen commanded by brigadier Leslie^ 
3>nd detachments from the American army underthe cominand «( 
Beut. col. Knolton, of Connecticut, and m^or Leich of Vii^ 
nia. The col. received a mortal wound, and the major three 
l»alls through bis body, hut is likely to do welL Their parti^ 
tebaved with great bravery, and being supplied with fresh troopsi 
beat the enemy fairly from the field. The lost of the Americai«| 
except in col. Knolton, a most valuable and gallant officer ws^ 
inconsiderable ; that of the enemy between 80 and 100 wounde4j 
«nd 15 or 20 killed. This little, advantage inspired the Am^riii 
cans prodigiously. They found it required only resolution ao4 
good oiEcers to make an enemy, they stood too much in dread 
of, give v^y.f The men will fight if led on by good officer% 
and as certainly run awayif commanded by scoundrels. SoBiday 
wasan instance of the last, and the n^xt day a confirmation of the 
first assertipn. On Sunday, the officers, instead of heading an4 
leading the men on to attack the enemy when landing, w^ctit tifce 
first to scamper off. 

[Sept# 21.] A few day after the British had possessed theni^ 
selves of New- York, a most terrible fire happened. A thousand 
houses, near one fourth of the city, were laid in ashes. Trinity 
church, the public charity school, thexector's bouse, and a I Aitherapp 

* The board of war. 

t General WuhiBgtoii*s letter (e gea^al Gatcf«. . . 
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x^bkptl were among the buildings which were consumed. Thd 
|«s$ sustained in houses, &c. by the corporation of Trinity church. 
Is thought, upon a moderate computation, to be more thati 
^.15^600 sterling. The lire broke out ^t a dram-shop, close in 
"with the water side, on -Whitehall-slip, about one o'clock h\ 
^hb morning. The reports spread of its breaking out in several 
places at the same time, were erroneous. Every thing was very 
3ry, and a brisk southerly wind blew. The flames soon caught 
the neighboring houses, spread, raged with inconceivable vio-' 
fence, and made all the subsequent havock. ^fhere were few 
Citizens in town ; and the fire engines and pumps were out of 
4t>rcJer, Two reginients went immediately to the place, and mi- 
Ay boats full of men were sent from the fleet ; to these, under 
Providence, it was owing that the whole city was not reduced to 
ifr^hes, A gentleman* who was at Bergen (opposite the spot 
^here the tire first broke out) saw it soon after it began, observ- 
ed its progress, and is persuaded that it was not purposely kind- 
fed, but was merely accidental,t and the probable consequence 
<)f the sailors having been suffered to go on shore the day be- 
fore to re^aie and frolic. The d 1711653 of the materials, the 
trisk southerly wind, and the covering of the houses (shingles 
instead of slate or tiles) easily account for its spreading, without 
tailing in the aid of incendiaries. , 

* A brigadier writes concerning the animosity in the American 
krmy above noticed — " It has already risen to such a height, that 
de Pennsylvania and New-England troops would as soon fight 
€ach other as the enemy. Officers of all ranks are indiscrimfc- 
Tiately treated in a most contemptible manner, and whole colo- 
%iies traduced ^d vilified as cheats, knaves, cowards, paltroons* 
iiypocrites, and every term of repi-oach, for no other reasoa^ 
mit because they are situated east of New- York. Every honor is 
paid to the merit of good men from the south ; the merit, if such. 
be possible, from the north, is not acknowledged ; but if too up- 
|)arent to be blasted with /aUhood, is carefully buried in obli- 
vion. The cowardice or misbehavior pf tlic SDUth, is carefully co- 
vered .over, the least misconduct in the gentlemen of the north. 
Is published with large comments and ag'j^ravations." 

Congress have at length adopted a new code for the govern- 
tnent of the army. It was become absolutely necessary. "No 
laws can be too severe for the government of men who live by, 
the sword, and who have this pnly reply for their ravages— jewi. 
^negat arma iehcnti T^ This was the language of a gentlemaa 

* Mr. Gnffiihs, of New- York. 

t The fame wai confirmed 10 |nc by olbcr geatlcmcnt while at New- 
Ymk, Aoguit 1785, 

Vou II. - P whr>se 
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whose concern in the army gave him the best opportunity of pro* 
curing certain information ; and who said further to a membesf 
of congress — " Absolute tyranny is essential to the governmeNj 
cf an array, and every man who carries arms, from the genemt 
officer to the private sentinel, must be content to be a temporary 
fiavc, if he would serve his country as a soldier. Almost ev€iy 
villanny and rascality that cafn disgrace the mar, the soldierortbo 
citizen, is daily practised without meeting the punishment tbejfj 
merit. So many of our officers waut honor, and so many of ouc 
soldiers want virtue, civil, social, and military, that nothing but 
the severest punishment* will keep both from practices which 
must ruin us^ The infamous and cruel ravages, which have becit 
made on the wretched distressed inhabitants of this unfortunate 
island (New-York) by many of our soldiers,^ must disgrace and 
expose our army to detestation, I have heard some tales of woe* 
eceasioned by the robberies of our army,, which would extort 
sighs from the hearts of tygers. Our men are 4t present only rob^ 
bcrs ; that they will soon be murderers unless some are han^cd^ 
I have little doubt/* The difficulty which die army has bpem 
under, front the want of almost every necessary, tents, campkett 
ties, Wankets and clothes of cv^ry kind, may have contributed 
toward the cause of these complaints. Unless the men can ge^ 
supplied in a regul^ way, they will be inclined, hotwithstandinfj 
the most positive general orders to the contrary, to help tbem-r 
selves, however irregularly ; and when once they begiri to tre3« 
pass from necessity, tl\ey are tempted to proceed for coxivqii<i 
icncc or pleasure. 

[Sept. 2^4.] Nearly at the same time> an officer high in ranll 
and much esteemed, communicated his thoughtsin these words ;f 
— *" We are«ow upon the eye of another dissolution of the at^ 
my. Unless some speedy and effectual measures are adopted Iq^ 
congress, our cause will be lost The few wfio act upon princw« 
pies of disinterestedness are, comparatively speaking, no moT9 
than a drop iathe ocean. As the wai* miist be carried on system^ 
atically,. yoa must establish your army upon a permanent footf 
kig, and give you^- officers good pay,, that they may be, andsup-i 
port the character of gentlemen, and not be driven, by a scanty 
allowance, to the low and dirty arts, which many of them pra^^ 
tise, to filch tlie public of more than the difference of pay wou^i 
amount to. The men must be engaged by a good bounty for tb^ 
continuance of tlie war. To depend upon militia is assuredly 
nesting on a broken staff. They cannot brook subordination, ft 
would be cheaper to keep fifty or hundred thousand in constant 

n,. than depend upon half the number, and supply the Qthg| 
^occasionally by militia. If X was to declare upon oath, whethei 
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tibe imikia have been most serviceable or hurtful, qpe*n t\ie ^hviky^ 
J should subscribe to the letter. No man whoregardsordcv* 4:c4 
gularity and oeconomy, orwho hasaivy regard fov his own hoaq^^ 
tliaracter or peace of mind, will •risk them upoij jijUiitia,"-^ 
While the American cause is thua exposed, sotnegenUeipenob-t 
serve with pleasure, of the enemy [Sept. 25.] .that — "Thmigb 
they are brave, and furni«tie4 with all n^utters, yet from spmq^ 
causes^, they discover very little of the gre^t or vast in the,ir de-*"^ 
^gns Md oxecutrohs/*^ ; 

It is not strange that thei'C i$ a number of bad ofScets in tha 
continental service, whenyoii consider that m^ny w£re cbosea 
by their own n^en, who elected them, not frprn a regard to me^ 
xjt or any love of. discipline, byt ftonj thQ knowledge they had 
«f their being ready to associate vftch them oil the foot of equaU^^ 
<y^ It was- the case ift 4ive^s instances, that when, a company 
was forming^ tl^e men- woui4 choose those foi\gfBcei's wboton^ 
scnted to tlirow their pay^ into a joiiit stpck with, the privates, 
from which captains^ lieutenant.s> ensigns, sergeants, corporalsy 
uwth drumraeFS and privates, drew equal shares.; Can it then ba 
Wandered at,» however mortifying it may prove, that a capjaift 
•hould be tried and broken for steaUng hi? soldiprs blankets, ob 
ihat another officer shoyld be found shaving his men iatiie fac^ 
of distinguished characters ! Time must ^nd will clcai: tlie army 
©/these despicable commissioa-bearers*' 

*'Too many of the regimental surgeons h^ve n^^e a: practice of 
sewing recommendations to furloughs and discharges ata less sum 
than a sliiliing a jn^Ov Only one pf the number supposed to; 
merit the same distjnctica^ was drnmmed out of the army for 
•uch a scandalous conduct,^ Had ail who deserved it, met the 
like reward^ ^ good reform would have been made : that one is^ 
t^ pitiful a subject to have his name recorded^- He charged 
each man six-pence sterling, and any one was welcome to a.cer* 

tificate for that sum** Several of the regimental surgeons had 
, Ho professional abilities j had neter seen an operation of smge- 

fy ; were unlettered and ignorant to a degree scarcely to be ima-^ 

g'ned. Others wei^ ama^ii^y deficient in the article of pro** 
ssional apparatus. From one general returo of fifteen regi* 
Jfients, it appeared that for fifteen- surgeons and as many mates^ 
all tii^ insH-uments (which w^re repotted to be private property) 
amounted only to six sets of amputatiogr-r-two of trepanqing-rrt* 
Sftecn-cases of pocket insti:uments—-seventy-five crooked and si^t 
straight needles'— four incision knives for dilating wounds or o- 
tber purposes — and thr|e pair of forceps for extracting bullets* 
Since the evacuation or New- York, the sick have suffered ve^* 
1^ fiiuch for want of necessaries^ and haye been in a miserabloy 
' situation^ 
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situation i but it appears to have been owing gfeatly to Bntowapf 
circumstances, hurry, confusion, and actual want of ifee tie- 
quisites for affording i*elicf. The sick have aniouftted td manjr 
thousands, including what have been at different places ; anff 
many hundreds, if not some thousands, have been swept ofF by 
various diseases. Much censure has been cast upon Dr. Mor- 
gan, director-general of the hospital, for the sufferings which- 
the sick have endured, more than is due, as apprehehded. Th^* 
army ought to have been early provided with medicines, instru* 
mets and bandages, by a continental druggist or chosen commit- , 
tee, before the campaign began, instead of having them t& 
procure afterward ; and the militia which came late to the fielder 
should have been provided by the different -states, before they' 
joined the army. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made oit the British otif-post fnf 
Montresor-Island. A large party of Americans, in five flat-bot- 
tomed boats, under the command of colonel Jackson, wcaf 
down Haerlem river to attack it, a little after four in the mom-* 
ing. They had two pieces of cannon with them ; the post wa^ 
guarded by about eighty men. The Brune frigate being at an^^ 
chor near the island, fired at the boats in the dark, and ^nk onef" 
of tliera. The colonel landed, and a skirmish ensued ; b«t se* 
veral of the officers and men behaved mostscandalously ; instead 
of supporting him they pushed off", so tiiat he was obliged tcr 
jctreat. He was bimsetf wounded, and left two and twenty 
wounded behind. Major Thomas Henly, bi other to the deputy 
adjutant-general, an irttrepid officer, was killed. 

General Howe had at length ripened his plan for cutting off 
gen. fVashington' scomttiumcation with the eastern states, anded'^^ 
closing him on all sides in his fastnesses on the T>ortb end of New^ 
Yoi*k island ; which ought to have been executed a month back, 
fey a bold and unexpected removal of the troops from Long*^ 
Island in the first instance, to Rochelle or the neighborhood. 

The greater part of the army, being embarked in flat boat* 
and other small craft, passed through Hell-gate, a passage terri-*' 
ble in name, but no way dangerous at the proper time' of tide ; 
entered the Sound [Oct 12.] and landed early in the morning, 
on Frog^s-Neck\ in Westchester county, belonging to New^Yorky 
upon the side of Connecticut. Gen. Washington's army, fitfoi* 
duty, present and on command at different posts, nvilitia include' 
ed, was about 19,000. Officers and men were in expectation of 
active service. The former were out frequently in reconnoi . 
tering parties ; the latter were looking q^xt for the arrival of ge».' 
Lee, on his way to the camp. I'he Americans had no intenti^ 
on of quitting their ground upon the island and the neighbor* 

hood 
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Itood of Kingsbridge ; but a number of regiments were sent for* 
ward Co counteract the operations of the enemy. When the 
Toyal aUny was landed, the general's found they could not get 
tffH>n the continent, by reason of the causeway's being brokeil 
down, and of works being erected to oppose them. Six days were 
spent here to little purpose, while a dozen other places were o^- 
pen, where the troops might have landed with scarce any or no 
^position oi. difficulty attending them. On the last of these days 
the second division of foreign mercenaries arrived at New- York. 
The fl^et consisted of seventy-two sail, having on board 4000 
Hessians l004)\Waldeckers, two companies of chasseui-s or rifle- 
men, 200 English recruits, and 2000 baggage horses. The horse 
transports were beavy sailing Dutchmen. They left St. Helen's 
the 28th of Junev were obliged to put into Plymouth the 7th of. 
July, and sailed horn thence the 19th. 

[Oct. 14.] General Lee arrived in the American camp two 
days after gen^ Hope's landing. The troops were mightily elated 
Witli his presence, ^nd felt themselves stronger by 1000 men up- 
on the occasion ; foiHhey had great confidence in his abilities, and 
^jipected much fi^ra him, because of tlie success which had at- 
tended him atCharleSjton. The general fgund that there was a 
prevailing inclination among the chief officers for remaining on 
the -island. He strongly urged the absolute necessity of removing 
toward East and Westchester. Gen. Washington called a council 
of war. [Oct. 16.] Lee asked what ihey meant by entertaining 
a thought of holding their position, while the enemy had the 
command of the water on each side of them, and were so strong 
both in their front and reut ; and when there was a bridge before 
them, overwhich they must pass to escape being wholly enclosed. 
He soon convinced them how much they had been mistaken. 
All agreed that the bulk of the army should quit the island. He 
was also for withdrawing the garrison from Fort Washington. 
Gen. Greene -was otherwise minded, and argued, that the pos- 
sessing of that post would divert, a large body of the enemy, and 
keep them from joining the troops under general Howe. 1 he 
latter had left earl ?ercy, with two biigadcs of British troops 
and one of Hessians, about ffOOO men, in lines near Haerlem, 
to cover New-York from the insults of the garrison. Greene 
furtlier urged the advantage it would be of in covering, witli 
¥©rt Lee, the transportation of provision and other articles up 
the North-River, for the service of the American troops. He 
Stated also, that the garrison could be brought off at any time by 
boats from the Jersey side of the river, it was concluded that 
the possession of Fort Washington a|id the lines annexed to it, 

sho,uld 
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^hould be continued 5 and more thaa 2000 itfch were a^gne^ 
to this service. . . • . y. 

General Howe^ on the other hand,- while at Frog's-N/cck,- pe* 
ceivcd provisions^ stores and a teinforceitient [Oct. >6.J then* 
re-embarked several corps, passed round Frog^-Nc^fc^ landed 
at the mouth of Hutchinson's river, and secured ajkissage fot 
fhe main body* which crossed at the same place, a/vanced kn^ 
mediately, and lay that lyght won their arms, wUh jtheir right 
liear Rochelle. On their march to this ground tpey were an^ 
noyed by a regiment or two of Ameri<jaii* and #ne of tlie rifld- 
battalions, whom gen. Lee posted behind* a wal/, and secrete^ 
for tliat purpose. Their advanced party was ^pulsed twicejf 
and the Amerkans did not leave the wall tiljf the enemy ad<f 
vanced athird time^ in ^Ikieolumns, when thfy gave thena sot* 
veral iircs, and then retreated by gen. Lec'so^der. The Biitisll« 
are thought to have lost a considerable numjfter. The Amerii^ 
cans had a few killed^t and about sixty wouifded, Oa the 2UI 
the right and centre of t-be army moved twQ miles to the noftfar 
ward of Rochelle^ <m the road to the Wbit^ Plains^ Lieut^ iroW 
Rogers, with his corps of Rangers, wa^ detached to possess Mssof 
rineck, where the carelessness of his^ seyitries exposed him tv 
surprise, by which he si^ered* [Oct. 22.) Gen. Howe was joiA«» 
ed by gen. Knyphausen, with the secoild divisiojvof Hessian^ 
and the regunent of Waldeckers. ( 

General Washington, while moving.thc mtny from Y^ m 
land into the country* was careful to mfirch and fornv the troopft^ 
sio as to make a front toward the enemy, from Eastchester al* 
most to White Plains, on the east sidt of the highway, thereby 
to secure the march of t^ose who Vere behind on their righ^ 
and to defend the removal of the sick, the cannop, stores, &cv 
Thus they made a line of small, detached and entrenched campsy 
occupying every height and strong giound^ from? Valentine'* 
Hill, about a mile from Kingsbridge on the right, to near thO' 
White Plains on the left* But the movement was attended with 
much diflSiculty, for want of waggons, and artillery horses* I'be 
^ggagc and aitiJlery were carried or drawn off by hand. Wbe^ 
a part was forwarded, the other was fetched on. This was tb« 
. general way of removing the camp equipage and other append-^ 
ages of the ariny. The few teams which were at hand, werer 
no ways equal to the service ; afld their deficiency could bQ 
made up only by the bodily labor of the men. 

[Oct. 25.] The royal army moves in two columns, and take* 
a position with the Briinx in front ; upon which the Americans 
quit their detached camps, and' leaving a corps .near King»^ 
bridge, assemble their main force at White Plains, behind en^* 

trench^ 
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fntrenchmcnts thrown up by the advanced corps. Every thing 

being prepared for bringing on an action^ gen. Howe marcfies 

t>j troops eady in the morning [Oct. 28-] in two columns to-i 

*rard the White Plains, the lett being commanded by gen. Hei- 

ster. All gen. Washington's advanced parties being drove back 

to their works before noon, the army fonns with thb right upon 

the road t6 Marrrneck, about a mile distant from the American 

centre, and the kft at the Brunx, about the same distance front 

the right flartk ^f theit intrenchments. Gen. M'Doiigall, wHh 

^bout 1 600 me li possesses an advantageoushill separated from the 

right flank of the interenchments by the Brunx, which by its 

wmdings covers the general's troops from the left of the royal 

-farces. Geit. Leslie, with the second bingade of British troops 

tlie Hessrian grenadiei*s under col. Donop, and a battalion of the 

Hessian corps, arc ordered to dislodgehim. Previous totheirattadc 

coJ. Rail, commatiding a brigade of the Hessians,, on the Icft^ 

passes the Brunx, and gains a post which enables him to annov 

tbef flank of M'Dougairs corps, while engaged vrith the other 

forces in front. Fotir regiments^ of militb, upon ^e approach 

of about 250 light iiorSe, run away and leave the general with 

600 men ; who defend the hill for about an hour, against the 

whole fire of twelve pieces artillery, and of the musketry and 

cavalry, with the loss of forty-seven men killed and seventy 

woundcd.f The gaining of this post ^takc «p some <:onsidera- 

ble time, which is prolonged by the Americans supporting a 

bmken and scattei?ed engagement in defence of the adjoining 

Walls and enclosure.. In the ifevenirtg, the Hessian gieuadier^ 

lure ordered forward within cannon shot of the intr^nclnnents^ 

Ibetecond biigade of the British forms in the rear, and the tw(> 

Hessian brigades in the left of the second. The right and centm 

A) not quit the ground on which they have formed. In this po^ 

virion the whole royal army lie upon their arms during the nighty 

expecting to attack the enemy*s camp the next day. The next 

day [Oct. 19.] they advance to a hill, on which col. G4over 

commands, and where he has one brass twenty-'four, a six, and 

>three pounder, and three iron twelve poimders. They form 

a &ae as far as Jie can see from right to left„-and app^ir to be 

Hbout 12,000* Tliey approach in four columas^ the cavalry 

^tkd artillery in front, and continue doing it till within about 

three quarters of a mile of tiie hill, then file off to the left t«^ 

take po^ on a hill to the colonel's right, which overlooks that he 

» -jiosted on. They have to pass a valley. He reserves liis 

*£re till they get into it, in order to ascend the hili ; he begins 

with the three, pounder^ next the six, reserving the brass twcn- 

* CoL Gl«v«r*t kttcft djited North^Caille, Nov. t4, 1776* 
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ty-four till tlielast.. They are put into grcat.confuBion^.lui^. 
ver tliey ascend the hill lyith the light horse, and one,piece^ 
artillery, a three pounder, fire it four times and. retreat ' ^ 
Gen. Howe, observing that gen. Washingtpn'a lines weft 
jnuc;h strengthened by additional works, deferred all furthnr at- 
tack till'the arrival of more troops from those whiyh had he?n 
left with lord Percy, to watch the garrison of Fort Washingt^. 
He had declined bringbg on a general action, the prece<|rag 
day, uponjobserving that gen. Washington* had formed a'secojid 
line if but the American discipline was so defective, tliat Had 
the former attacked, the superior discipline of his troops would 
probably have obliged the first line to have given way, which 
py falling back upon tlie second, might have occasioned a t^jUi 
dcfeaj. A general engagement was expected by the Americans; 
and the soldiers were very desirous of coii\ing to blows with {^ 
enemy, and wished much to engage. During the engagement 
.jvith gen. Le$lie's corps, the American baggage was moving'pff 
in full sight of the enemy. The then position of tlie coutinc^jfal 
*ripy, general Lee condemned as the most execrabte* ,]Bq.||^ 
of opinion, tliathad the enemy attacked tlae centre, and brought 
<;>a,a general engagement, the Americans inu&t have ipet vyth 
a total, defeat, or have lost all there baggage, tliough tliey had 
»ow Qrg^jiized themsejvps, and had procure^ Qx-teams and wr* 
ther convenienqies. On the other h^nd gen,,VVashi^gt9a.^id 
aaot reinforce and support the right wing, for he meant that.Qie* 
enemy sliould attack the centre. The corps under general 
Lesilie must h^ve su^ered very* considerably, for from aa au- 
thentic return ot bis, own bj:igade, since found on the ground, 
it appears th^t, the killed of it were a lieutenant colonel, ,2 cap- 
tains, a Ueutenant^ an ensign, a sergeant, and 22 privatea^ and 
that the woundpd were 2 captains 3 lieutenants, 12 serj^e^iants, 
and 109- privates. t The British made only 30. privates, '^j^^ 4 
officers, and. staff, prisoners at White Plains4 But the iVmeri- 
cans conjectured at first tliat thtjy had suffered a much greater 
los», not le^s than 400 in killed, wounded and missing, Tl^ey 
were soon convinced of there mistake. A number of the mi|}tia 
who ran off at the sight of the light horse in th^ beginnin^j^^nd 
were missing for a while, were found afterward. The K§ed 
and wounded however, were probably more than given i^tQ^ve, 
^wing to the scattered, engagements, distinct from that upoii^the 
ikiU, ii\ the severs^ skirmishes which have happened since the 

* Colonel Henly told me in the eTcntng of Feb, %6f 1784, that gen. tee, 
when a prifoner afked gen. Howe, 5vHy he did not bring en a gcaenl engage- 
ment, and rfcelved lor anfvirer the reafon aboTe n^mioned* . > ' 

t Calonel UloYcr'a letter* t Board of wu* ^ "^ 

junctioit 
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Jnficttofi of Knyphauscn, the Americans have taken a number «MP 
;|>ritoricrs, Hessiaos, WaJdec^ers ^nd a few Biitish. The Ger- 
^mans were much afraid of being murdered as soon a« tl>ey wepe 
*caugl^, and were Tery agreeably disappointed on meeting with 
civility and kindness, 

' Gen: Howe, having been joined by the troops from lord Per- 
cy, nradc dispositions for attacking the American lines early on 
'■the i^st of October ; but an extrenae wet night and n>orning pre- 
sented the execution at the time appointed, and it was not at- 
'^^enapted afterward, though the day proved feir. Gen^ Washing- 
^ton gained rnteliigence of his danger, by a deserter ; drew off 
'iaiost of his troops at night; totally evacuated his camp early in 
the morning of November the fkst ; and tooTt higher ground to- 
*nvar<f the Nortli-Castle district, leaving a strong rear guard on 
'the heights and in the woods of Whitfe*Plains. An order was 
*gtvcn by the British comnaander to attack this corps ; but the 
•execution of it wis prevented by a violent rain. Col. Austin of 
*^the Massachusetts, who eonamanded the guards and sentries, be- 
ing heated with liquor, burnt the town on White-Plains, unnt- 
Vtfesskrily'aitd without any orders. 

' ■[ The British general, perceiving that Washington n*etitnt to^- 
"v^>id* an engagement, and that the natiure of the country vrould 
' not arfmit of his being forced, made a sudden and une^tpected re- 
*in©Val [Nov. $.] from the several posts he had taken in the 

^'^frost-of the Americans, and advanced toward Kingsbrigde and 

the Nortli-River. Gen. Knyphausen had been sent off before^ 

*and encamped on the 2d near the bridge on New- York Island^ 

,"th6 Americans who were in the neighbouring heights having 

' 'Quitted the same, and retired to Fort Washington. 

An acceptible break here offers for amusing you with an anec-* 

*dote or two. Gen./Lee, while at White-Plains, lodged in a small 

bouse close in with the road, by Which gen. Washington h4d to 

pais when out on reconnoitring. Returning with his officers they 

trailed in and took a dinner. They were no sooner gone, than 

*Lee told his aid^, " You must look me out another place, for,! 

'shall have Washington and all his puppies continually calling up- 

* ^ on me, and they willeat me up.** The next day Lee seeing Wash- 
'iftgton out upon the like business, and supposing that he should 
^* liaye another visit, ordered his servant to write with chalk upon 
'-the door*— No victuals dressed here ie^day, Wh<in the company 
aj^proached and saw the writing, they pushed off wilh much good 
' humor for their own table, without resenting the habitual od- 
dity of the naan. 

it happened, that a garden of a widow woman, wliich Tay be- 
tween the two c^ps, was robbed iit ni^ht. liei' %o\\ a meie 
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jjoy, and little of his afge, asked kave for finding out and «ecuii^ 
the pilferer, in case he should return ; which being granted, lie 
<x)iKealed himself with a gun among the weeds. A British gten«k^ 
<Jier, a strapping highlander, came and filled his large bag; wheii 
he had it on his shoulder, the boy left his covert, came seftlj 
behind him, -cocked his gun, and called out to the fellow, ** Ybtl 
iire my prispner ; if you atteaipt to tlirow your bag down I wiJI 
iihoot you dead : go forward in tliat road." The boy kept clos^ 
to him, threatened, and was always piepared to execute his threafei. 
<;ning* Tiius4J>e boy drove him into tlie American camp, wheae he 
was sec4red. Wli^n tJie grenadier was at bibeity to throw dowa 
Ixis bag»and saw who had made him prisoner, h^ wasmqst Hor- 
ridly mortified, aad exclaiined — '' A British grejiadier rpadc 

prisoner by such a d d brat — by such a d d brat.'* 11^ ' 

American officers were^ higly entertained witli the adventure^ 
mad<? a colkction for the boy, and gave him some pounds. He 
returned fully satisfied with the losses his mother had sustahied. 
The soldier had side arms, hut they were of no use, as he co^ii^ 
jiot get rid of his bag*." " ^ ' '^^ 

[Nov. 8.] Gen. Washington wrote to gen. "Greene at FortCcj^ 
*' Sir, the late passage of the three vessels up the Nortli^Rivcf, 
' (which we hi^ve just received advice of) is so plain a proof of tife 
indficacy of all the obsUuctipns we have thrown into it, thatl 
cannot but tliink it will fully justify a change m the disposition 
,^hich has been made. If we cannot prevent vessels passing ug» 
*?jKi the enemy are possessed of the surrounding country, wh^t 
valuable purpose can it answer, to attempt to. hokl a pbst frofia 
whicji the expected benefit cannot be had ? I am therefore iS- 
clined to think it will not be prudent to hazard the men anid 
Stores at Mount Washington ; but as you are on the spot, leave 
it to you to give such orders as to evacuating Mount WastuM- 
ton, as you judge best, and so far revoking tlic order given to c5^ 
Magaw to defend it to the last. The best* accounts from the eiil^ 
my assme us of a considerable .movement among their boats t^ 
last evening ; and so far as can he collected from the various 
sources of intelligence, they must design a penetration into J^f- 
sey, and fall down upon your post. You will therefore imni6- 
diately have all tlie stores, &c, removed, (from your post) whidh 

iou do not deem necessary, for your defence j and as the enenSgf 
ave drawn great relief, from tlie forage and provision th^ 
have found in the country, and which our tenderness spared^ 
you will do well to prevent tlieir receiving any fresh supplier 

* Mr. Vanbrugh XivingfloD) of Ncw-Yoik, told me he fead thit ff«fc» 
H^jgr Rtf&^of Lancaficr la fesn^yttama^ who Biw thelbldicrt^rooghtSa.' 
- ^ . . ' thcx»: 
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^ere, by destroying it, if the inhabitants will not drive ofF their 
stock, and remove the hay, grain, &c. in time; Experience 
^as shown^hat a contrary conduct is not of the least- aaVantagfe- 
to the floor inhabitants, from whom all .their effects of every 
ktndy, are taken without distinction, and without the least satfe- 
fuction* Troops are filings off from' hence as fast as our circum- 
stances and situation will admit, in order to be transposed over 
the river with alJ expedition."^ 

The next day general Greene answered—'* Sir, upon the 
^hole I cannot help thinking the garrison (at Fort Washington) 
IS of advantage ; and I carniot conceive it to be in any grfeat dan- 
ger I the men can be brou^it off at any time, but the stores may 
not be so easily- removecf; yet I think they can be got off in spite 
^f the enemy, if matters grow desperate. ' This post is of no 
OTportanceonly in conjunction* with Mount Washington; Twas^ 
©ver there the last evening; and the enemy seem to be disposing 
matters' ta besiege the place ; but colonel' Magaw thinks it will 
take then> tiH December expires before they can carry it. If the 
-eoemy do not find it an- object of importance, they will not 
Rouble' themselves- about it; if they do-, it is- a full proof they 
.^feel an injury from our possessing it Our giving it up will opea 
a free communication with the country, by way of Kingsbridge, 
that nvust be a great advantage to them an<l injury to us;" 
v, [Nov. 12.] Within a few days gen. Washington' cro;ssed the* 
T^orth-River wkh apart of his army, and stationed himself in 
the neighberhood of Fort Lee.. The troops left at^ Noithtastle, 
'wider general Lee [Nov. 14.] were ISOO^trotigy idchiding the 
3000 militia of general Lincoln's division (Whose time ot ser- 
vice ended on the nth)^ and 1700' of general Fellows^s brigade 
(whose- service ended on the 1st of December.) As the disso- 
kition of the army was approaching apace with the end of the 
year, gen. Washington applied to the Massachusetts for 4000 
,Hiea, militia. [Nov. 16.] Gen. Lee addressed the old j lintfer 
Lincoln, and conjured the officers and soldiers-, as they regarded 
the sacred cause ia which they were engaged, to continue In 
^their present posts a few days longer, till Thursday at the most, 
, assuring them it was of the last importance. But they W^re 
Bot to be'prevailed upon, though then- own commander ufg6d 
..a compliance to the utmost of his power. All except genei^f 
Lincoln and about 150 privates, went off the next day. Meanr 
* ivhiie the royal army approached Font Washington, and on the 
! 5di general Howe summoned the commanding officer to suN 
l^ender, who answered, that he would defend himself to the last 
extrenwty. General Wa^^hington received an account of t^e 
SQBUiaons at Hackinsack, immediately repaired to lort Lee,~ an(4 

hud 
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hi4 pattljicfofsedtfre Nortb-Rivar; when he metgencmteButaaal g 
and Greene, who wece jos^ returning from thence, ^tiAwmmmit 
ed Jbim that the troops were ia bi^h spirits, aad wt^uld make aj^i 
good ,defeiice> it being, late at night, he returoed. Noww^fti.-^ 
t^e ii^oiBeot£or withdrawing the garridon» and one would thtnk^.- 
^at as the attack was fixed lor the next da7,.gc9. Howe deugft*#r.: 
ed by ^t];ie summons^ that it should be talcenxmXhe apprseachiiMpi ^ 
night/ and wished by that mean to save the men that he^ woulir-^. 
<^therwi^Q lose. JBut defence had been concluded upon. > 

[Nov, 16.} Tberoyalarmy therefore make feur attacks vq>aatb«r / 
Cort the next giqaiing ^ while they are ad vancing, generals Waabw. - 
Ingtoo,, Putnam and Greene, and col. Knox> with thek aids*,-* 
having crossed the river, are maduiptg upjto it Soc^ooe oro^l * 
ther perceiving the danger of their being soon shutioy ufgcifc 
t^eir returning instantly., Thie commander in chief ia.hardifT- 
perMiadedr ax^ complies w^tb r^eluctance , butrthe cotrnfmckw- ibh-) 
sistupqn itf and prevail. The first attack^ on tbe north 9mm^ m?^ 
conducted by gen^^Kfiyphausen* at the beadiof two c«thM3nro€ > 
Hessian^ and WaMeokerSr The second, on thQe9S|.aid«,>.i»M|i: 
on by gen, Mat^liew^ at the bead of the first wd secpnd- battaArc 
ons pf light intantry, and two battalions x)f. guaiid^ 4UppoitieAx2 
Iby lord Cornwalljs with a body of grenadieis s^d tb^ thicif 4bstdk:i' 
regiment. Th^se forc^ advance by theJCast^vefv wdJaadb'^ 
out of flat boats, by Haerlem Creek, upon tkn enemy75^43^tfU3i 
The third attack, intfnded chie% a^ a jfeint,. is cendjoctcii^ &^ 
Ueut. col. Sterling, with tbe forty-aecwid regjk^enU llw hit 
atfiack is. made by Iprd Percy, with the corps jicrcoqi gwMt ^g^' 
tbe ^outh^f the inland, AU th^ atrack$;aa-e-^ppe9^-with a ntoic . 
»iero*i8» powerful and well /sesved artillery, . .■ , z r:^7 

Tbe Hessians under gej^. Knypbausen, have, a thick wotd toh 
pafis,. where col. RawU^g'^ regiment of rifleg^egs are pto$t^^i*> 
warm engagement commences, ?md is contiaitfid fox a. canstdefw^ 
able time, in which the former are much. exposed, and loae^Hi 
filled and wounded, near upon 800 men bj tbat^ngle rc^OHmtx^ 
]4^an Dfhile. tji^ light-anfantry land ; and are»eKposedv as beforir.^ 
landing, ,to,a very brisk and continual fire from tiie enemy, wiur^ 
ar» covered, by the rocks and trees among wluch they ait>p<MJtcik'i 
The former, however^ extricate themselves by damberiflgiipcaic: 
▼ery -steep and rough mounti^in, when (hey soon disp^fsethor 
•flB^ny, and mafae way for tbelaading of. the .rest jof the troopir 
withoijt opf^osidon- Lord Percy liaving carried an ttdvaccod < 
VQi^ on his side, col. Steiling is^jordered to attempt % hti^ing* • 
with the forty-second regiment, upon tbe left of the enemy's i^ 
li^s. toward New^Yprk*; and two battalions of. the areiMidbii*' 
gade are directediQ^gpoFt him*. Ite advaocM hisJ»Mt«.fhignnBb^ 

a heavy 
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arltttvy^fiitey ^nd fdrcing fcisitaf up a steep hiogbt, gain* the*- 
siuormty 4fui takes i70prboQem^ atndtiitopetietratcs across the 
hfctTMt' Tbe detachment from the flying camp of the Aroeri- 
CMB9 having gken way ^tid.cfuifeted their slation^ without mak-- 
iag*l^£rm> &taflSd> €qL Magaw Ma<ves the IlneayaHd dirows himselT 
ialo^be'&rrt, lest the my-di amrj should get po8sessi(»a of k before 
bka^ Col. S,u]\i who leads the right column of gen* Kflypban* 
setf^s attack, having forced the encmf in the meantime, pushes^ ' 
fprwai^d to their advaiiced works, and lodged Ms column within a 
huttdred yatds-of the , fort Thi^ done^ k^ summons them t(^' 
sujHtettder y and upon- gea. Koyphaiisen's apyeaiiiig, it is agreedi 
t^L^iIhe troops be considered' as prisoiiersoi war, and -chat tire* 
oflieerft sb^^uid keep their baggage and side^'arms. 

^hencMBber of prisoners, including officers, arnounted t0^^ 
2700,*. beside those taken by tlic forty-second regi«*ent. Oen.. 
Orecbe wished t» have been, entrja^cd' with the defence^f the 
font Qtt the day of atteurk, as didisonie other generate. He blames. 
c^Amnel Magaw for ^u&riog'the txoaps, ta crt/wd into the fort,. 
upum tbek (|uittiag the lines,, instead of ordering iliem to the^ 
lyraBBT.of the hill faciiig the nmti^ where the Hessianst attacked ;, 
and^Q^ ^ttiott^ t^a£if Uttev had been pkiced there, the royal 
dgmy^nHf^boit&k^ till night, when the troops miglit 

bate^eeo^renfoved* But the capital mistake was their not b^g 
jseifwued the^ptsecedmgnight. 

White the attack was carrying -oa,^ a captain^ Gooch boldly ' 
ye^tiirtd to crossover from Fort Le^, witha. letter from generaf 
WiH»hi4figlQfltocok)o^Ma^w, aofuainti^ him^ tfaaMf lie couki 
hoM cml'tiU'Bight, .the' garrison ^should betaken^ dff. Hedeli-f 
wed the letter,, pushed throv^h the fire of . the mtmy^ prefar-^ 
nm§ tbat'danger to being-made a pridoner, aiid escaped unhurt* 
G«»er3l WadiingtoncoQld vic#^everalparts^f theattack y sLVtd 
wbwr.'hcttewhisinenibayonetted, andSn'thatwaykiUedv ^bile 
bcfg»g quarter, lie cried with the tenderness dfacliild, aiwf 
tiudain^A at tlie baibarity that wafs practised; His h^rt hai 
Bdtibateivye^ steried^fey plunging into acts- (rf^G^ueIty; Wheft- 

feneml ijee read the Imter sent by exptess, giving an^ accouwt rf 
ott Washingt»n*a being taken ^ resentment afid yc^eation led 
bims;-unfeeliitg as he was in cammon> to^wsep ptentift»liyv *Htf 
wf?ote oathe iftth totiie command^gr in^chief, "O! genera^ 
wbyt^^ouW you be over-persuaded by/ men of inferior judgment 
to^Toorowtii* It was a.cursed aalfeir/*' He had exclaimed before, 
%j|»inbearing^ that the defence of it was to be risked,* **Then wtf 
are -undone/* 

Fronr drat moment it was? apparent, that tiic Britisit shfp^ 
caniid safitiytpasa up. and dow&tks Hprth-River, in defiance of 

^.v - t * , all 



Digitized 



by Google 



ISS The HISTORY bF THE 14^. Pi TTtt 

a]i ^he obstructions tlirown.. ift the channel, and of tbf fofl^ 
Washington and Lee, the x\merican commander concludetj thaf, 
these were no longer eligible, and that Fort Washington Qugbt 
to be evacuated while it could be done ; which occasionecl , hh 
Fetter of tlie 8th. When be came to Fert Lee,- soon after Gross- 
ing the JMoptli-River, he found no measure* had been taken^ to- 
ward sucli evacuation^ in consequance of that kttep^ Gcncj?^ 
Greene,, of wliose judgment he entertained a good opinionv (i%< 
<;idedly opposed it , other opinions coincided with Gi?eenev's ; i% 
was thought politic to waste the campaign without^ conaing to % 
general action on the one liand, and witdoet suffering the eaemf, 
to over-run the country on the other; every k^pedimeat whiek 
stood in their way^ was judged a meaur to answer these pwv 
posCsS and when thrown into the scale with those opinion^ 
which were opposed t^ evacuatiotir caused that warfare in thj^ 
iroad of the commander in chief, and that hesitatioi* which 
have ended in the loss of the garrison- The advisability p£ a^ 
tempting to hold the post, being repugna^3ttt> his own }uagn^epty 
the eveat whiph has^happened fills him with the gr^atet re|p^ 
But he will exhibit an instance of generosity and magnaniinijjr^ 
by submitting silently to all the censure that may be cast lipoid 
him, sooner, than Injure the character of those whose advice h^ 
ensnared.him* - . ^ .: 

It is imagined on good grounds, that the royal aropry lost ht %!f 
attack full 1200 men in kjHed and wounded.. The next objejft 
that engaged th^ir attention was Fort Lee, situated upon a nedc 
of land about ten miles long, running up the North-River on-the^ 
one side, and on tlie other hounded by the Hackinsack and tte- 
English Neighborhood, a branch of it, nei±er of which are fprd- 
^ble near the fort. The.neckjoms the main land almost oppos^ti^ 
to the comnHinication betwee^n the North and East-Rivers-aC^ 
Kingsbric^e.. On the 18th November, in the morning, ipjj^ 
Corn Willis, by means of boats which entered tlie North-Ri^ 
through th^s (Communication, landed near Closter, only a rnjte 
and a half frona the English Neighborhood. His force consistf^ 
of jthc first and second battalions of light infantry, two coxnpsiT 
iiies of chasseurs, two battalions of British, and two ditto of H^ 
sian grenadiers, two battalions of guards, and the thirty-thifj 
aiid forty-second regiments. The account of this movement w^ 
t)rought to gen. Greene while in bed. Without waiting^ for 
gen. Washington'? orders, he directed tlie troops to march im- 
mediately, and secure their retjeatby possessingHiiemselvesof the 
JEnglish Neighborhood ; he sent off at the same time, informal 
tion to gen." Washington at Hackinsack town. Having gained 
the ground, and drawn up tlie troops in face of the enemy, he 

left 
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left them under the command of gen. Washington ; aqd return*- 
^to pick up the stragglers and others, whom to the amount of 
ibbut 300,, he conveyed over the Hackirtsack to a place of safe- 
ty* By this decided movement of gen. Greeme's 3O00 Ameri- 
cans escaped ; the capture of whom at this period, must have 
proved ruinous. Lord Cornwallis's intent was evidently to form 
a line across from tiie place of landing to Hackinsack bridge, and 
tficfeby to hem in the whole garrison between liie Nortli and 
Hacifcinsack rivers ; but gen. Greene was too alert for him.— 
His lordship had but a mile and a half to march, wherea^s it was 
four miles frohi Fort Lee to the road, approaching the bead of 
thq English neighbourhood, where tlje other amused his lordski|^ 
tlW gen. 'Washington arrived, and by a well concerted retreat, se- 
eded the bridge over the Hackinsatk* But though the ftiea 
^^re saved, some hundred barrels of flower, most of thccaaaon^ 
^d a considetafele part of their tents and baggage, were taken ; 
beside the trifling number of ninety-nine privates, and six offi- 
cers and staffi 

* ' [Nov. 22.] General Washington retreated to Newark, where 
ii§-vvholefar^e consisted of no more than 3500 men. He con- 
sidered the Ciluse as in the greatest danger ;, and said to col. Reed, 
♦* Should we retreat to the back parts of Penosylvania, will the 
Pcnnsyivanians support us ?'* The colonel answered^ ** if the 
lower counties are subdued, and give up, tlic back counties will 
30 the same.*' The general passed his hand over his- throat, and 
said, • " My neck docs not feel as though it was made for a hai^ 
ter. We must rct'iTC to Augusta county in Virginia* Ntinobei®^ 
will be obli|;ed to repair to us for safety j and we must try what 
we can do iri carrying on a predatory war : and xi ovei?- 
jiowered we must cross the Allegany mountaiasV* The gene- 
ral, after tarrying near a week without being molested, obtained 
information of lord Cornwallis's being in pursuit of him ; hethcre- 
fottf marched for Brunswick, [Nov. 28,] leaving Newark the very 
'inorning that his lordshipentcred it. As his lordship's van advanc- 
ed t<^ Brunswick, by a forced march on the hrst of December, gen. 
. XVashington retreated to Princeton, having first delayed its pas- 
^g the Rariton by breaking down a part of Brunswick bridge^ 
^Utt^ so secured his troops from being harrassed. Lord Cora^ 
. S?aUis„ having orders not to advance beyond Brunswick, discon- 
tinued his pursuit; but sent an express to gen. Howe at New- 
^ork, acquainting him, that by continuing it briskly he couki 
entirely disperse -the army under gen. Washington, and sei'i^-' 
his heavy baggage, and aitlllerv, before he cauld pass (;ije DtU- 
^are. Gen- iiowc returned for answer^^ tliat he would be wi ^ 

hiu.. 
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tim in person immediately,* butiiid not join tiim till the sixtiL 
General Wariiington hoped to have cnade a Staftidat BtQiw^ftt^ 
felt was disappointed in his expectation of the raiHtia; <^%t 
^y he quitted it, tiie service of the Jersey and Marylaitd %li, 
gades expired, and neither of tfiem would stay an'honrhiii||ef ; 
h€ wrote thefore to general Lee, *' hasten your march -as i»f Act 
as possible, or your arrival may be too late.*' On the fthy^md 
CdtnwaUis's corps marched to Princeton, which the* Americans 
•qtitted the same day. The next day thcccH-ps marched in ^pto 
idivisioRS; th^ first advanced to Trenton, and reached the Di6l5^- 
' 'Ware, just as the rear guard of general Washington's army, im- 
<ler colonel Henly, gained the opposite shore, about tw^Svc 
o'clock at night. 

i I;ord Corn wallii, who baited with the reat divisioti -withife^ 

miles of Trenton, intended crossing a body very early th^ next 

^nomkig,; near two 'miles below Cornel's ferry ; and got tti<e 

troops in readiness, and the artillery prepared to cover the hiM- 

iag; for at that place it was only eight and twenty rod to a'spit 

. ^ saiid onthe Pennsylvania side, on which a su:^eient nnnSiJcr 

^eve to have landed, and then to have marched '^p to Ctxttri(S% 

♦ferrv, and to have ta^en the boats that had been<!:ollecteddiere 

by tne Americans, and left under a guard of only about ten \d€u; 

^th them it was meant to carry over the main body.*^ In the 

vicinity of this place, a large sunken EHirham boat (wixichtaftie 

down three days before, laden wi^ flour, atnd wiMCh*co8Jrffttf- 

ry 100 men) lay concealed \mder a bank. This had beeii ffii- 

covercd and taken away by Mr. Mersereau, so that the Brftfsh 

were disappointed in tlieir expectation of finding it They Itafl- 

•cd one Thomson, a quaker, who lived on the other side ofl!be 

Delawaie, anh enquired wliat was become of the boat, and were 

answered, it Was carried off. They continued reconnoitring^ np 

and down the river till ten o'clock, but finding no boats, tettim- 

ed to Pennytown. Men bad been- employed m time for t^ing 

off all the boats from the Jersey side of the Delaware"; but?^ir. 

Mersereau's attention would not swlmit of his confiding v^hoHy 

in their caile and piTidence. He therefore went op the rivrir to 

eigamine whether all the boats were leally carried off of Mfc- 

stroycd; upon discovering the above sunken one, whrtH*bri 

escaped the observation of the men, and enquiring of apetten 

in the neighborhood concerning her, he was told that sh^5l*as 

an ojkl one, and good for nothing ; but not rdyirig upon #^w- 

formation^he found her to be new, had the water baled out,^luil 

sent her off.f The importance of this affair to the Ameridte^ 

^ ♦ LoyaJia'f letter, Nov. lo, 1777. - -' 

"f Mr. MerfereaUi afterward an American depu^ commilGiry of pritfoMili 
wu my iaforioerA 

r prevents 
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^'^^.vents the r<?latio^ of it from being trifliiig.. Had lord Cpm- 
.^^aUis crossed into Pennsylvania as l^e proposed^ the consequence 
^■'f^ouldjpxhbahly have been fatal to the Ajicricans. Gen. Wash- 

vUngjion, when he crossed, had about 3200 men ; but the time of 
' <rtl^iir service expiring, they left him in such a manner, that the 
r «^cond day after-ciiossing he had but seventeen hundred* 
J r,v 'Theirailitia of Jersey had tiaielv notice given them ; ^.nd bad 
^ iihcy stept forth in .season, naight have enabled gen. Wa^hisg- 
* jiXoxL to have prevented ior4 C6rnwaUis crossing the Uaeiunsack ; 

Jwit either disaffection, or, the want of exertion in the principal 
--. ^^^lUkinen oftlie country {through depre$sion^ of spirit at the 

ithreatening appearances that existed) or a fatal supinen^^s and 
-^ ^4»s^^4S*feihty ^f danger, increased jthe actuaipyiV and n;^e it ab- 
?, 410 kit^lyi necessary for gen. ^ Washingloo.to quit th^ Jecge^yjj, «nd 
. ifieek siecurity pn che.oLher side of. the Delaware, To wliatever 
* , ^au^e it was owing, the inhabitants, Almost to a jpafly refilled to 
;:.,turn (mty so that he could not at any time .bring more of tbem 
\.*tpg^th^v .than 1000 men, and even on these very iittte Mepead-^ 
^"^^ce .was,to be put* 1'be proclamation mm^4 th§ 3jOth of No- 
1 V^ember,. by lord H€>we and ge^i. Howe> as:tb^ king's commis- 

^^^nevSf added to gen» Washington's dilficulties. In that^ they 

V .commanded ^11 persons assembled in arms against Ws majesty's 
..-*fiovemment,.to disband and return to their dwdUng^iand ail 

.^eAerai or provincial x^ongres&es^ &c» to desist from all tbeir 
,^-^easo«abl€ actings, .and to reiinquisili xiU their usiupc^. power. 
* iThey declared thatevery persw who, .within ^h^. 4*yai&bouid 
Nappear before, the.gdvenipr, iicute3iantTgoyerfiat,,.ar comman- 
^'^er in chief of -any of his msgesties colonies, .,or b/eforc'tbe g^ne- 
' -ftiral or commandifig officer of his majesty's. fQrces>:&c^ »nd daim 

rtbe bepefit of the proclamation, and testify bi« obedience to the 

.laws by subscribing a certain declaration, should obtain: a full 
-_.;-aiiy free pardon ot all treasons, .&c. by him CQmrriitted, and of 
^.•aU-forfeitupes and penalties for the same. - Number§,»riij>Jxad 

,-been proyinqial x:ongress*men, copamittee^men, justices md the 
. -like, though out of the way. of imnxediate danger^ ran to take 

tthe advanuge^f the pioclamation. Many q£ the wltig^s sbii'ted 

V >«bQnt. OiiJy a few. of fortune stood firm to the (?ausei It was 

'tbe middie.pa»k of people in general that remained, stcdfast in 

. ftbe day pf atrial. ^ The. success x^f.tl^e royal ^rmy .extended its 

. iaflueBce also to Pennsylvania. Mr.. Qallow4y, the family of 

.the Aliens, with some others, -repaired to tb^ commissioners to 

-claimthe benefits of the general pardon. ; 

General Lee, with more than 3000 men, tliougb reputed ex- 

^.- presses were sent to him, continued i^ithe rearyf the ^oyaifor-^ 

'ces, marching sd slowly that Washington couliij9tt.^gcp»Pt for 
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it. It at lengtlt proved fatal to liis personal liberty* While hi* 
lay carelessly ana without agaard at Baskinridge, some way d£su 
tmt from the main body, he was made prisoner. The circurrti 
staiKres of his situation were communicated to col. Harcourt, com- 
mamiing the light horse, and who had then made a desultory ext' 
cursion at tlie head of a small detachment, t« observe the motitwiSr 
of that body. [Dec. I a.} The colonel ciwiducted with such arf*. 
dress and activity as to captivate and carry off the general. Hic 
capture was considered by the British officers as a matter of the 
greatest consequence. Their words were, " We have taken thfe 
American palladium j" such was the opinion they had of the ge^ 
ncral deficiency of military skill among the Aniericans, and the 
inexperience of their officers^ The command of the troops, af- 
ter Lee's capture, fell to gen, Sullivan, who soon after crossed 
the Delaware andjoined gen. Washington. The general needed 
this reinforcement, notwithstanding his having been joined by the 
Philadelphia militia. He had sent gen. Mi0in to Ffaifadelphia, 
^ while retreating before lord ComwaUis > and on the 2?th of Ko^ 
vember, there was a large land general town-meetii^, when the 
inteiiigence of the probability of gen. Howe's in va<Mag the stace 
was communics^ed, as also the request of congress that the mk 
litia of the cities and counties might march to the Jerseys. Gem 
Mifflin> who was detained by coojgress for the purpose, enforced 
it by a spirited, animating and affectionate address to his fellows* 
Citizens ; who expressed their approbation of the measure prok 
posed, and soon marched forward some hundreds of militia ta 
join tlie commander in chief* After tbat^ gen. Mifflin left Phf* 
iadeiphia. by the direction of congress,, who knew of what iro* 
portunce his influence v^fas, and repaired to the back countiel^ 
where his exertions were equally successful, so thai they poosab 
ed in their yeomanry in support of the common cause. 

[Dec. 14.] The royal focces lay much scattered in the Je«w 
seys, and to all appearance in a state of security. Gen. Washr* 
ington wished to strike them ; se^isible that a lucky blow in tb^lt 
quarter would be fatal to them, and most certainly raise the spi*. 
ritsof the people,, which were auite sunk "by the late naisi^pr- 
tunes ;^bat prudence would notaamit of it.* The PennsyJvaoife 
militia were ordered to Bristol, and the remainder of the-trodp* 
were cantoned along tlie Delaware, so as to oppose any attempfia 
of tlie royalists to cross it. •' 

Should it be true, as reported, that the American general on'ce 
wept while he fled through the Jerseys, that will not prove tfie 
want of personal fortitude. He is neither less nor more tha^ 
man. Agitation of mind, occasioned by the threatening state of 
public l&erty, and areflection on the honid calamities that wonfit 
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SMow th€ loss of it, to the present and future generatSons, mi^t 

Eodoce that event, without any mixture of private coutem for 
5 awn safety^ 

During the royal successes in the Jerseys, gen. ClmtoiTj tvith. 
Jwo brigades of British and two of Hessian troof)S, with asqua- 
4ron-of men o£ war under Sir Peter Parker, was sent to attempt 
Rhode-Island. TTic An^erican forces, being incapable of mak- 
i^efiectual resistance, abandoned it on his approach; so that, 
^&Q the day when, gen^ Washington crossed tlie Defaware, the 
BritisJv took, possessioa of it without aay loss, and at the same 
time Wocked up. cohunodo^e Hopkins's sqiiadroa anda num^bcr 
4^f privateers at Providence^ 

- Le{ me now oSer,you4i^ummary account o5 the captures made 
by, geiK Howe and the forces under his command, during the: 
campaiguy down tO'the total, evacuation of the Jcr^ys; Of pri- 
vates there have been made prisoners, 4404— of officers 304 — and- 
of stair 2S — ^ia alt 4430i- The cataJogue of ordnance and militu- 
jcy:store?^staads«thus — Brass ordnance, 1 thirteen inch mortar— 
X.tcn ditto— r4 five ajid a half inch howitzers — 5 six pounders—* 
i thre^dittic^^ konr ordnance- — a 'thirteen inch, mortai-s—l ten 
ditto— 1 eight ditto— 30'thirty.tWJ0 pounders — 6 f^venty-fourdit- 
ip—S eighteen ditto — 24* twelve ditto — 26 nine ditto — ^46si».dit- 
Jto— :5>.four ditto— 1-^ three ditto — 20- dismounted.. Brass ord- 
J^f^CQ 12» Iron ditto 235^ Sliells empty, 210 thirteen inch — ■ 
1^5 ten ditto— 15i^ eight ditto— 1 90S five and a half ditto— 
,10,0X1 four, and twp-iifths ditto— total 23,97^. Shells filled, with 
fusees drove, S thirteen. inch-r—l 2 ten ditto — 30 eight ditto — 5S 
^ve and a half ditto— 35 four and two-fifths ditto — total 145. 
Shot-rr2052 thirty-two pounders— 9300=' twenty-foia* ditto— 548 
l^ighteen ditto— 3079 twelve. ditto — ^332' six. ditto — 91 f three dit* 
to — total 17,122, Douhlc-iieaded shot of all sorts, 2684 — ^grape 
ifuilted, 140 thirty-two and twelve pounders, besides 42 box^s — • 
icase of all sorts 8 1 3, with powder 44 — muskets of all sorts 2800 — • 
icartridges 400^0 — ^barrels of powder le*— iron frize of four 
Jumdred weight each, inteudedto stop the navigation ofthc North- 
JRiver 200 — bar iron 20- tons — ^rod 5 — entrenching tools of all 
jorts 500 — ^scts of armourers tools 6 — ^breast-plates for engineers 
jarmour 35 — waggons covered 4 — hand-barrows 200 — 1 gwyn 
iDamplete — 2 shng carts — iron crows 6-^T:ianteiets52 — chevaux- 
de-frize complete 8 1 — ^besides 4000 barrels of flour at forts Wash- 
ington -and Lee — ^baggage, tents, long pikes, ammunition carts, 
ijuwl a large quantity of other stores of various kinds. Theselos- 
.^s to the Americans are vex;y considerable; but to tlie Evitish 
iswe of small advantage. The civil afEurs of New-York may now 
*og^ our notice. Oa the I6th of October, the inhabitants of 
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the city and island presenfed a petition to lord.How^ ntA _ 
Howe> signed by David Uorscmandca, Oli^r Delancy^ 9J^dt 
946 others, declaring their allegiance, and their. aokfippFl^d^ 
ment of the constitiUiontil^ but not absolute supremacy of Grea^ - 
Britain over the colonies, and praying that ^e city ^ail couo^ : 
may be restored to his majesty's peace and protectioa. Ti»i&.7Gi« ^ 
tition was followed by another to the saitie piirpqse« itom thoi .: 
freeholders and inhabitants of Queen's county, oa Lrong-IslaA^; , 
It is observed of these petitions, that they are guardedly ^w^. 5 
pressed, all n^ntion of parliament being omitted, aad tbegi^eat 
question of. unconditional submission left toUliy at large^. L^v- 
it be remarked, that though the inhabitants of York islwd nmh^ t 
Queen's county, have given every testinaony of their .loyal^^.j 
their petitions have not been attended to,iior they restored tttU»* 
rights expected in consequence of the declaration^ at weU Mm: 
of the Jaw for the appointment of commissioners^ , . . v 

Let us pass to the soutlieru states ; and from thence (r9iF#k:>i 
Borthward, gathering up as we return, all ti^ inteli^ace thaV^^' 
effers. * ■ » - ,i\£^m 

^ In the month o£ July aa invasion of Eafit^Florida Wiisr ]Hk»^; 
jected,* with the double view of securing Georgia and Soiitb-r; 
Carolina from the depredations of their more southern, neiglw : 
bors, and of drawing the attention, of thiB British from <befe . 
northern conquests. General Lee was entrusted witli this btt^. - 
aess soon after the repulse of the British under Sir Peter Ptu^Je^c;;^/ 
After the troops had proceeded as far as Ogeecbee, in Goorgigj^ ; 
Ihe general received orders to join the northern ameiyf 00 whk^ ^ 
the expedition was given up. :.j 

While the gener^ was at Savannah ^ hje .wrote a Icttei, c^tbe^ 
28th of August, to the French minister, which was conwaitte^ 1 
to Sieur de la Plaine. In that letter he held up these ideas-r-Thrt ' ' 
k was the exclusive commerce of the colonics which empowei94^< 
Great-Britain to cope with France — ^gave to her a decided supe** ^ 
xiority in the marine department, and of course enabled her, m 
the frequent wars between the two nations^ to reduce lier rival i 
to the last extremity — that if France can obtain the monopoly^ •: 
or the greatest part of this commerce, her opulence, strengtband >a 
prosperity, itiust grow to a prodigious height, and that if Ameri<«:'^ 
ea is enabled to preserve the independence she has now declai:ed# ;t 
the greatest part of this commerce must fall to the share of Fraace • ■; 
— that without the colour of injustice,, but on the CQHtrei^y 
only assuming the patronage of the rights -of mankind,: Fiatiea'i: 
^ has it now in her power to become not only the greater, bet 4 
the most glorious monarchy whfch has appeared on the itage^of,^ 
ihe world— her possessions in the islands will be ^ecijted uppil^ii 
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^^)pJ^!SiWlityof att&< k — tb*e fof^\ rfevenuesimmenscly increas^-^ 
herpeopi^ eased of hei' present burdens*— an eternal uicitenoenS 
be^eselited t& theit industry— ^aud the jtieans' of increase, ky thA 
/aeility of providing sustenance for their families^ multiplied-— t 
in shorty' th^ie is no paying what d^gre^ of cminencie, happincsa 
sod^toi^^ 3he may derive from tlie independence of this coati-[ 
l»e«^*-^tbat some visionary writers have asserted, that could this 
countiy ince «bake off her European' trammels, it would dooa 
|>e€0<nQ mor^ formidable alone, from the virtue and energy ^atu-. 
rat to A Toung -people, than Great-Bri tain can be with herco|o-» 
BiM unitiedtnastate ofdependehcy-^butth^ men who have buiK 
sudi hjBpotbeses must be utter strangers to the manners, genius^ 
iiifosition^ turn <>f mind, and <:ircumstajices of the continent. " 
Asi.k)ingjtt vast tracts of land remain unoccupied, to which they^ 
caMend Cciiomes (if l may so express it) of their offspring, thcj 
win aever entertain a thought of marine or manufactures-^their 
ideas «m solely co;ififted to labor, and to plant for those natiopflt 
w]|0'tliii^dil the cheapest ternas, furnish them with the n^es>ary 
vtmisijs for laboring and planting, and clothes for their families ; 
att^ ^ th^ whole vast extent ^f eontment is fully stocked with' 
peopterv they will nevet entertain another idea-^4hat this cannot 
be*€fected for ^es, «nd what ma-y then happen it oat of th"e line 
ofrppJkiciaBS te lay^ any »tress upon ; most probabfy they will be 
emplof^ed in wars amoiig themselves before they aim at foreiga 
ccMU|ue^s— 4l)dt it is worthy of attention*, what will be the con-* 
se^(^nc« ifcould Gre«t-Brita,in. succeed in the present contest—' 
AoFtericft will bc.wretehed-and eAsIavfed*— but a number of slaves 
may compose a formidable army and fleet, and the proximity.of 
sitnatioB,' wkh ^o great a forcQ entirefy at.th^ disposal of Great-i 
BrilaJfi^ wiU putft int^ her power to take possession of the French 
isltods on th€ first rupture-^— that it is for the interest, as well a* 
the glory df FiaH<?€, toiurnish the Americans with every mean 
of supporting' their liberties, to effect which they only demand 
a ton^tant» systematic supply of the necessaries of war, small 
ar^ powdcF, field^ieces, woollens and linens to clothe their 
troops, with drugs, particularly baric, in return for which every 
ne4«8Sary pioviston- for the French islands may be expected, a« 
conii rice, lumber*, &Cv If indeed the French could spare at 
feV*abk engrneers and artillery officers, they may depend upoa' 
an*hoi«jt!able reception and comfortable establishment ' 

The (SaVblinians have been engaged in a successful wat witK 
the^Gto-bkees, for the origin of which wemustgo back to the year 
17*5; 5^* Stuart, esq. an officer of tiie* crown, and wholly 
detoteia*^t« the royal intctest, had for years thfc exclusive ma- 
^ptOK» trf both thtia and the Greeks, Wheir the appe^ranc*: 
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©f aTupture between Grcat^Britain and tlic colonies tocdc \ 
be conceived liimseif under obfigations to attach the Iiid«dl^ 
lb tlie royai interest. The state of public affairs in tiie colonittl^ 
furnished him with many arguments subservient to^ this dcai g fc / 
It was easy for him to persuade tbenvthat the colonists bad, iifl^ 
provoked by Briuin, adopted measures which prevented the*-&^ 
iiansfromreceivingiheir yearlysupplyofamas', ammunition, a0i 
clothing. He might also insinuate, that if the colonists siKccerf* 
€d ijr opposing Britain, they' would probably aim next at lbe^€:»^ 
tirpation of dfic Indians. A plan was at length settled by ^fr<^* 
Stuart, in concert with the king's governors and otlier royal s«r-» 
vants, to land a British army in Florida^ and to proceed with k^ 
the western frontiers of the southern coionies> and tiiere^ in coo« 
junction with the tories and Indians, to fail on the frienifc of c>o»» 
gress at tlie same time that a fleet and arhvy should invade timt 
on the coast. Mr. Moses Kirkland, who has already been vssat* 
tioned, was confidentially employed by Mr. Stuart,' governor 
Tonyn and other royalists to the southward, - to concert-wHb eMf 
Gage the necessary means fw accomplishing the above plan J ISM 
^whole was fully detected by the provident^ capture of 4lie^*|j 
«el which was conveying Kirkland to Boston toward the elose^M 
1775. TlKf publication of the letters found in his possewlmii^ 
produced conviction in the minds of tl^ Americans, thattheJBri«' 
tish administration meant to employ the Indians for the^eficetni 
•f their schemes. The discovery of the ministerial designs, naadB 
it necessary for congixiss to attend to such measures as xnighteC* 
fcctually counteract the influence of Mr. Stuart. A meeting'Of 
their Indian commissioners with the Cherokees^ wasappointed«l 
Fort Charlotte, in South-Carolina, and took place on the 2<^ df 
April, when about 630 were present. The Chcrokees compJaiau 
cd heavily of sundry encroacnn:ients made onihem by the MriiAt 
people, which gave them the greatest uneasiness. When Xbe 
commissioners came to make their presents, the Indians were £i^ 
pleased at the small quantity of goods and ammunition dclivet^ 
to tliem. The commissioners pleaded, that they did not expcril 
to m^^t with so great a number ; and promised, that if che:jtt» 
sentswere received, they would try and purchase a few more sitei 
send them. TJieCherokeeswere not satisfied with thepropoid 
The commissioners, without goods, were little nM)re than <^ 
phers. Talks alone, if ever so flattering, do not answer* Foian 
manufactures were to the Indians indispensably requifite;' a^fiS 
was not to be thought that they couW prefer American friendship^ 
naked and hungry, to British, attended with all the necessatiei 
and comforts of life; The British had carried great quantities of 
j|oods even to their towns. On the 27th, the eoiigrea»±Qaili«Mi 
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^i^fters^BCt at Augusta, in Georgia, iit expectation of tlie Creeks^ 
^«ho did not attend ti)t the, 16th of May, and then amounted to 
fhnut 350,. when a few presents were given them. , They were 
either satisfied, or stifled tlieir, rcsci\tmente, from. political prin- 
ciples, so as to decline iiostilities. But the Cherokccs being dis- 
£.^tcd, aad abandoned to the fuil operation of the royal super- 
iaiendant's- influence, began tlieir massacres at the very time Sir 
Peter Parker. attacked the fort on Sullivan's-Island. The speedy 
dfiparture Qf the fleet from the sea-coast, after hi? unsuccessful at- 
^Ck, gave. an. opportunity for uniting the whole force of Souths 
Carolina against the invaders of the country. Though the Britisk 
f^lan y>f a eo-operatton with the tories and Indians w^as for the 
picseut frustrated ; yet tlie prob$.bility that it ^ould be again re- 
sulted, determined the popular leaders to make a vigorous ex- 
pedition into the country of the Cherokees. A joint attack cm 
their settlements over the mountains was- agreed upon by tte 
^^outb^rn states. Col. WiUjain&oA of the district of Niaety-Si56^ 
was chosen by the government of. South-Carolina ta command 
l^ir fordes on this .occasion. The sixth regular regiment, part 
of the third, and a large body, of militia, were appointed to serve 
under him; About the same time, and on the same business, gea.. 
Rutherford, with upw^ard of 1900 men. from North-Caronna, 
closes the Apalachian mountains. In their passage-tliri^ugh the 
Indian country, the forces under coL WiUiamson were iwp or 
three times briskly attacked, but finally repulsed th^ Indian^. The> 
Americans upon dnsoecasion traversed their whole country, aad 
laid waste their corn fields. Above 500 of tlie Cherokees were 
•liliged for want of provisions, to take refuge with Mr. Joha 
Stuart, in West-JTIorida, where they weretfed at the expence.of 
tte- Brftish governmeiU. , The Indian setllemcixts to the north- 
wand were at the same time invaded by a party of Virginia mi^ 
litla, commanded by col. Christee, and to the s^utliward by tlie 
Georgia militia under colonel Jack. Dismal was the wildomesar 
through, which the Americans had to penetrate. Many were the 
ia^er^ they* were ^xpos^d to ftom dark thickets^ and. rug- 
ged.paths. They were fiequently obliged to pass through narrow 
oeAesvin which small parties might harass tlie bravest and uaost 
onsnerous army. Th^y had to cross rivers, fordable only at aae 
place,and overlooked by high banks, fiX)m whpnce. an enemy 
Hii^ attack with, advantage, and. retreat witli safety. They 
conid havejio accommodations, but a.few plain necessaries, car- 
{tecloa pack<rhorscs., 1 hey, for tlie mo^t part, slept in.^pen air, 
AQxl eiqierienced ^11 Xhe inconvenieacies..of a savage life. . . ^ 
' None of all the expeditions before undertaken against the Indi- 
«>diadheea'«a successful as.; tlm first ^uit.i?f tbe n&^-hortt, 
<.;•.%•', * common- 
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^oHimonwealtb. lA lestf than ihrefe montlis, vii. from tfc^ 1^ 
^f July to the I ith of October, the burfness was completed^ ml 
Ac nation of the Cherokeesso far subdued, as to be incapabl^ 
annoying the settlements: The whole loss of -the Am^ilc^ 
-did not exceed fifty men. . : 

The means adopted by tbe British to crush the friends ot< 
gress, hive been providentially over-ruled, $o as to prodac6 1 
cotitrary effect. Their exciting Indians to massacre the defbi^ 
-less frontier settlers, promoted the unanimity ef the fnhablts^&y 
•and invigorated their opposition to Great-Britain. ' Several W& 
called (liemselves tories in 1715, have become active Whi^ and 
cheerfully taken up arms in thie first instance against Indians/!^ 
■in tbe second against Great-Britain, as the insugator of theiftefr- 
4iatous devastations. Before this event, some well-meaning pej^ 
pie cotildnot see the justice of contending with their fornaerjy 
protecting parent state; but Indian cruelties, excited by mints- 
-terial artifices, soon extinguished ail their predilection for'&c 
country of their forefathers*. . "! 

The delegates ofMatyland^ assembled in full convention ^ 
14th of August, have agreed upon the constitution and formbf 
-government for that state; to Which they have prefixed a dec&- 
jration of rights, rhe convention of the J)elai/^arc stated Tqii- 
merly stiled " The government of the counties of Newcas^ 
Kent and Sussex upon Delaware,'* after a declaration of rig^ 
Tesolved upon their constitution in September. When the demi- 
tationS) firom the committees of the several counties, met in^i- 
ladelphia, they agreed upon the number the general cofiventioa 
jshould consist ot, the time they should m^et, and tlie manner m 
which they should be elected. No person was exclude^jl. ^m 
-Voting: many however, as must have been expected, "cto$p, to 
-exclude themselves, as they would not appear by voting t» iaaji- 
ienance the establishment of a new mode of government ^ae 
convention met the I5th of July, and contmued by ad^imi. 
«cnts to the 28th of September, during which period the ^^ 
-stitntion was settled by a declaration of rights and a fian^^bf 
•government. '^ 

Great numbers in Pena<iylvania are not satisfied with 
constitution, apprehending that it possesses too great a propo ^ 
of democracy ; and that the state is not sufficiently guardcNlRi- 
gainst either the evils which may result firom the j^revalehtyjptt 
•democratic party, or the dangerous influence of demagog!^. 
Mr. Samuel Adams has been thought, or known to have ciji- 
. cemed himself so unduly in the business^ as to have pro?^^ 



*,&« Doctor Ram&y*t Vatotfi V«Jt J. P* m^-^i^^ 
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;mpc'^Q^ di^nthkitsc£ an atsassiaatiotu While flie consritu* 

• =^n was fbrnaing, ^ motion was made to add a -second assembly 

Jio the legislative tody, under the name of a senate or council. 

"*3f was ^geiJ by seyerat members, some for the affirmative, and 
tonae for the negative. ' Befoi?e the question was put,, the opi- 
mQH of the president, Dr. Franklin, was requested. He rose 
1^ said, ^at *' Two assemblies appeared to him like a prac- 
we he hj^d somewhere seaa, of certain waggoncts, who, when 
^bbut descending a steep hiil, with a heavy load, if they had 

'four cattle, togk off pne pair from^before, and chaioing them 
«o the hinder part of the waggon, drove them uphill ; while the 
pair before, -and the wei^^ht of the load, overbalancing the 
strength oif tliose behind, <lrew them slowly and moderately 
4own the' hill/* The simile drew the g^ierility of the conven-* 
tion into an i^ihibti, Ibat the doctor was for a siagle a^embly, 
Hiid it wrought aceoi'dingly. Some rmaguie however, that tlie 
Answer was designedly th^t of a Delphic oracle, to be taken ei- 
fber way, as inclination might dictate the interpretation. " The 
*^ force of the simile was certainly misunderstood ; if there 

^ Is J^y similitttde or any argument in it, it is clearly in favor of 
two assemblies. The weight of the load itself would roll the 
Waggon on the o:iien, and the cattle on one another, in one scene 
^f destruction, if tlie forces were not divided and a balance 
fcrmeil J whereaS^ by checking one power by another (as was 
U^ wiirfi ofthosQ Who were for a second assembly) all descend 
iheliill in safety, and avoid the danger.*^* 

We ca:ndot ^uit Philadelphia witliout making mention of the 
«ttsof congress. ' Jthas been resolved to confiscate the pi'operty 
lof the subjects of <jl^reat* Britain, taken on the high seas, or be- 
'tween high and low water mark, buttheinhabitahts of the Beri» 
niudas, arid Pi-ovidence or Bahama Islands are excepted. Ge- 
aerdl Washington has been empowered to agree to the exchange 
♦f governor Sk^n for Mr. Lovell, who was made close prison- 
(jff at Boston by order of general Howe ; and to whose ifnflexi- 

. ble fidelity to his' (Country, congress bore testimony the beginning 
of January. Mr. Lovell contrived to send out intelligence to 

.Ac 4niericans, while investing Boston ; and the reasonable sus- 
tt^:dM of it, without poisitive proof might occasion his confine- 
l^Ji Coiiiiaodore Hopkins, has been censured for noc paying 
H'tegtfd to the^ tenor of his instructions, 'which directed him to 

\tmioy th^ enertiVs ships upon the coasts of the southern states; 
ftB^^fe reasons lor ntot going from Providence immediately to 

^tbed^Iinas, have been declared by no means satisfactory^ 

''^o iirevaH oil the foreign oflSccrs, if poiasible, to quit the royal 
' * Mr, AdaiM^S^feficcof tli^Amm<»aCofiftltonM*> p 'fa6«^KF$. 
Vet, II. ' S irmy. 
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ajTEiiy, c<)iigtvss haff e proposed^ upon ^eir choosiiig tc>4beM^toi 
dtizeiis of the states^ to give to them a»d Iheir I^irs in>ab8d& 
liite domi-nion, unappropriated lands in the foUowing pr«9ipoQI 
tions : to a-colond, 4000 acres; to a lieiitenant-coieneiv ^^DO; 
to a major, ^00; to a captain, 400; to k lieutenant, 300; taiu^ 
ensign, 200 ; and to every non-commissioned person,- IGtk^ 
They complied withgeneral »Howe's proposal of exc^^ging 
general Sullivan for general Prescot, and lord Stkting for gen;. 
M'DonaW, - on the 4tli of September. . • ^ t 

[ Sept. 1 6 They resolved ypon raising «iglity-eigbt Jb^taS^ 
ons to serve durlqg the war, and agreed upon bounties to all «ffa» 
enlist during that term, unless sooner discharged. XbeeoKab^ 
ment is further encouraged by>a proposal iot gran^g^ hi»di^$ 
<eac)^ non-commiss!aned officer and soldier is to have -l^SO^acBest 
a colonel 500 ; and ihe other officers in prQportion.. T^^ecook' 
gressional ofier of lands, whether to foreigners or natives^ is^ 
present actual expence, as.the event of the war must d^temupft 
•whose they .will -be ; but the proposal may counteract the e^ixt 
of a similar nte^mire adopted fay the ^British govemmeiit, ^ivbiGk 
has engaged to grant large tracts of vacant land v ^ the^te^ttif 
the troubles, to the highland emigrants^ and other new lroDfi» 
raised in America^ as a reward -for their expected zeal>a»d lo^ 
alty in tbereductioa of the country. It may also destroy jtse 
influence of intimations thrown out to^e mercenaries^. QfJ^dr 
being to be le warded in Ukesmanner. The appointment of att 
officers in the battalionsr and filling up vacancies (e<ct5ntge«^ 
rai officers) is left to the governments of the several ^atei; 
every state has its respective guota^ssigoed, which it is Id f^$^ 
' nish with arms, xlothmg and every necessary. The quotas mM 
never be answerable intbe numbers of men to the numbers^ 
the battalions, so that the actual strength ^f the continealiil 
forces will be far short of the appearance. ^* 

[Sept 26*] It being resolved to ^point thj-ee commisiioi^ffs 
to the court of France, congress balloted, and elected Me6$<S^ 
'Franklin, Deane and Jefferson. Dr. ^FrankUn, notwithstaa^g 
his great age, was unanimously elected. Dr. Ru&b sgt next Ma 
when the choice was announced, and was the first in c«ii^ratlK 
lating him ; the i:eply was, " I am old and good for nothtttt;^ 
but as the shop keepers 5ay of their fragments of cloth, joi^tx^ 
have me for what you please.^* Mr. Deane was so little inttite 
good graces of his own state, that it was the only one outof^e 
thirteen that declined voting for him. He had beenbefo)^ j^ 
pointed by the secret committee, commercial agent vptth Mr. 
Thomas Morris, and moveoverfo/^^iica/ agent; and had«arrffl#cl 
in France ^ long back as in June* Thii^appointraentiimsi anaii^ 

Tal 
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f»M»ti^l)4Qcth»i*td iiid bfiiiig'ekctsdH)ne of^ tHe commissionerai 
Jfc Jeifersott haviig declined throaghr-a present -mcapacky for 
^iog^. Air. Artliur Lee has been choseii in^iis room; 
:'-G«ngi«ess may bav« been enow3«igcd to tbis* measure, by a 
fatteir' o& last June to Dn Franfcliiiv whereirt" hisf correspendent 
s^tes;*^ I hav6 been at Versailles' to^ee the^T»inisters,and"everjr 
Ihvtg^ivlrich^approachesthenK 1 haveobtaihcd^among other things', 
uti^er't^enaole of Mn de la-TlwiUerie;^ die ttadertekcr of a 
iftanafactory of arms; that there shetl be delivered to Wm imme* 
Aately^ f^m^ the fcings^ arsencK fifteen thousand moskets for 
4iate u^ of Hi^antryy^to be employed-in-his commerce, on- c<^»- 
4ttion t^ he replaces them in the run of a^year, t hope youf 
IxSi^e: soJdtei» wiit b* pleased- with them ; buf y<5u must caution 
|H>I? to* tAist t© the ordinary* musketa of coiJirnerce, which arc 
<AUrd:muskets' f»re:]i^OFtation/ that are almost as dangerous t^ 
4riend»a»» to enemies.'" Bi*t without such or any other direct 
«iK!o«rag©ment, they must have^dopted the measure through' the 
^n^noy ^ their afl^i»# The co^nflnissioners 'are to arin" and lit 
A«i)Wii**afiyfmiinb^>of-*v^ss6ls*m)t^xteediag'sixv at the esppence 
^tbelfeited States, to* war upon* Biitish* property^ ptovided k 
4ifiUifk>tbe disa^e^AletO'thereourt of Francei There has been 
^^toved in congress a plan of a treaty with his most christian 
sll^}^e$tyy/iylMh}^^ been delivered to the commissieoers with in« 
libwiictk>»s*to the* following: purport :=---— • 
{%. " Youtareto use every means ia*y0ur power fbrcondsding k 
-toaty^QODformable.toth'cplam you have received. If you shaR 
^d that to be imjpracrieaWeryou ave hereby authorised to relax 
-the denaamfeof theUnitedStates^ and to enlarge* the offers agreea^- 
ite t<yth^ subseqaeBt<dire6tion&. T3ie mghtha?tk:Ie^wi|i probably 
"'^keiiUtoided with some difficakyv If J^ou find his^mostehristian 
iijM9ijs%vdetermin€dn;o|to agfee to it, you are* empowered to add 
toit a» fbUows :- " That the United States will never be subject, 
f-#r:iacknowicdge allegiance, or obedience to the* king, or crown, 
jCir paifiameiitof Grfeat-Britain^ nor^grant to tl^atJ nation atvy ex- 
41^ V© tpade, or any^ advantages, or privileges in trader more 
*ijfewNta his most ehristian- majesty, neither shaU any tpeaty'for 
-ierfi^inating tl^ present war between-the king of Great-Britaia 
^fH»d jflie United St^teSy or any w^r which may be:*declaj?ed by 4he 
^feifig of Great-Britain, against his most christian majesty, incofi- 
-j|lBijuertcie?of thisrtreatyv take^ etfectiwitil the expiration of six ca- 
-»tendai moatbs after the negociatioa for tl^at purpose shall »have 
.- been duly. notified ,^ in the former instance by the United States to 
okis lomt christiaa nwyscsty, and in t^e other last anee by his most 
l^fhriati^tt majesty to the United States, to the end that both these 
^pirticiw^iheinelu^d,ifl.th^ peace if thse.y tii^»k.|M:ay^r-^" if 
isv ^ ' ills 
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}m txojtsty sbauM be onwilKng tb agcee to the lithand MtllA»^ 
ticks, you are directed to consent, that the g^ods and eti^ctraff 
the enemy on board the ships and vessels of either prty, ^aU4be 
liaUe to seizure and conWation^ You wiU solicit tb« coorldF 
France for an iounediate supply to twenty or thirty ^UHisani 
imtskets and bayonets^ and a iai^e supply of ammumti^ii, afld 
brass ^Id-pieces to be sent under convoy by France; TbeU«^ 
te^ States engage for the payment of tj^e arms»d€tillery and am*^ 
monkioo, and to endemnify Fraoee for die expence oi the eei^ 
voy« It is highly probable that France means not to let tbe Uitt^- 
led States sink m the present contest^ iait as the difiicidty of i>h^ 
tauung true accounts of our condition^ may cause aa opmtoa t» 
he entertamed,. that we are liable to support die war on ou& ow3ft 
strength and resouFcesionger in fact than we can do, it wiUki 
])roperfor you to press for the immediate and explicit deefaetm 
tion of France in our favor, upon a sugge^ion that a re-unioa 
with Great-Britain niay be the consequence of a delay. ShcAiK 
Spain be disinclined to oar cause, from 4a appreheasioao£4aii> 
gen to her dominions in South*America, you are empowered-i^ 
give the strongest assurances', that that crown will rettive M* 
xnolestationfrom the United States in the possessioa of th^ tcaV- 
jitories." 7 

. ^^ You will transmit to us, the most speedy and feUintelia- 
gence of your progress in tlie business^ and of any otber.traa» 
«etsonsthat it may import us to kiiow. You are desiced to|;^ 
the best and earliest mformation that you^ possibly cae^ a£ anf 
aegociat^n that tbe court of London uiay be carryiag^ oik mt 
obtaining foreign mercenaries to be sent against these states di^ 
«ext campaign : and if »iy such design is in agitation, you wt& 
endeavor ta prevail with the court of France to exert its iaft»- 
eoce^ in the most effectual manner, to jyevent the executkmef 
auch designs. You are desired to obtain as eai^y as possibie«^a 
public acknowladgment of the independency of these stet^os 
the crown and parliament of Great-Britaia by. the courts 
Jfrancc.'* . . ':> 

^^ In conducting this hnportant btasiness^ the congress havt &» 
greatest confidence in your address, abilities, vsg^lence,; and afr 
ta^hmentto tbe interests of the United States^ and wish you CfO^ 
jjy success." :.::^ 

Though it has ^ot beeii already mentioned, vet as £ar back m 
July, the congress jefused to ratify tbe cartel, setded betwjutt 
gen. Arnold and capt. Forster, at the Cedars. They icdeasA 
gen. Arnpld's agreement to be no more thaa a sponstcm, subjcst 
ta.be ratified or annulled, at their dtscretton^ he not being ifl^resfr 
ed with powers for the disposal of pcisonecs not in his p<»sc»inoi^ 

nor 
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«ertr^tferl9n» dircttioir % and re&se tcr ckrimrthe prlsotietr ^ be 

Ktucoed oQtbeir part^ till the British comtnandei: iaCaoada^e^ 

ii^eiped iftto, their hands the authors and abettors of the murders 

SJNzimitted on the American posoners, and made indemnificati^ 

^a^icMr^^e plunder att the Cedars, taken contrary to t^e fidth of v 

Uie c^ikUation. Thus the hostages have been lefiia Canada 

^ifure^eeixied. Capt; Suiiivan has written to^iiis bother the ge« 

«eraU itODoa MoutAcal, i\|}gu^tbe I4th^ and ex^refted bissur^ 

prise at heaifi^that congress^ instead of redeemisig hkxn and the 

^tiier hostages according to the eartei^had demanded capt Forster 

46 be deiirered i^ ; &nd declared in the nK>stsolenin mannerythat 

wot a tasSSk Uving. could have used morer humanity thanxapt.For* 

jj^E did, after the surrender of tiie .party to which he belangcd«^ 

Sucli gentieoien of the army as speak ^f ic at head>quarter^ 

#ei3mxo wish the treaty had been ratiiied rather than dis^Io wed ^ 

iind tkc connnander in chief appears to be likeTninded.-^ ' 

^ £Oct* U] General: Mifflin was TiBquffsted:to resui^ie the offiee 

ofquaFte&^master-genera), and it was resolved that bi«.rank and 

fr%3r:as a brigadier si^ould be continued^ "Congress determined 

^tipoit borrowing £ve noilfoms of continentxiraolkrs for tlie i^seo£ 

4faiB Unitarf States,: and the faith of the states is ptedged for the 

payment of principal and interests To encourage gentlenocn «tf 

abilities to enjgage^scommisaon.ofScers in the battalions tp be 

^ftis^d, the pay, from the. colonel to the ensign is to be increased^ 

Ith^ mlso been recommended to the respective states,, to us» 

^eir.4itixio5t endeavors, that all the cifficers to be appointed, be 

jnen jof honor a^ knowji abilities^ without a pmTtiGuiar cegasd 

tp their having bcfioro been in the sei-vice. 

).. [Oct. n.] Mn Duche having by- letter infornieii tfee prcai*- 

4eflt that the statet>f his health (probably influenced by the bad 

Aspect of the American cause) and his^paroehial duties were sech 

fts obliged him to decline tlie hoiror of continuing chaplain td 

congress, they resolved that the president return the thanks ©f 

theliouse, furthe^vout and acceptable manner in which ht 

discharged his duty during the time he officiated j and that 150* 

dollars Be presentedto himf as an acknowledgment of bis services* 

Jn abcoit a fortnight he expressed his obligations lo congress, oi 

^polite letter, and requested, as he accepted their appointment 

from motives perfectly disinterested^ that the money voted him^ 

anightfie apphedtothe relief of the widows and diildren of such 

pfiie Pennsylvania oflScers as have fellen in die service of their 

^wintry. Several French ofiiccrs have been commissioned; tha 

i^hevalier Matthias Alexis Roche de Fermoy, upon applying to 

iieempkiyed, w^ appointed a brigadier general. Dr. Franklitt 

^y«4i&fBaQ« QuiUc tw«flty-sey^ntit, »- 
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[Nov. igv} Congress agreed upon; the* sdiemeoia letl^f^ 
by which they mean to raise a sum of money foj: defrayiag^JM^ 
cxpences of the nett campaii^.- The reciuting service* {tfovki^ 
very unsuccessful, they resolved,. [Nov. ?l.].Aat each»staMte;ba 
at liberty to direct theur yee^uitingof&cejrs tO'enUstth6i{^«Be» 
ckher for the war, or three year^-^ The reduced state .o(lM 
army, togetlicr with the successes and superiority ofth^ ^ncwi^ 
put congress upoir ordering the pre^entto write to- tt^ £o^ 
Kew-Ei^and ^overoments, and request theiiito xise iUMi^utr 
most influence m raising, their respective quotas,- ai>d loh^tcap 
ibeir marches with ali possible^ diligence to the pkipes-c^f readex^ 
vous. The Massachusetts assembly have ordered a fourth of th0 
mititia to be raised for the reinforcement of the ariay to- thttt 
Southward, and profK)s^ ^paying a bounty o£ 1^51* sterling »iomi 
to those of their state who will enlist foe three- yearsan during 
the war* .Tim proposal however congress could not assent U^ 
as it tended ,to excite an expectation of the same boiiOty iatby 
rest of the troops, . , .?. a 

[Dec 10.) The probability of tfie cncmy^s advmaen^.^ 
Philadelpliia^ mduced congress to direct gen^Pulnam,^who:i'wrii 
stationea in the city, immediately to parade the several" recrote 
and other, continental troops in it, and to proceed witboutdda^ 
to make the. proper defences for its security .- The next da^tbejii 
recommended to all the United States as sooo^ as possiUe^ta'afi^ 
point.a. day of fasting and humiliation. It is left to each stated 
I3$ue oi^t proclamations, fixing the day that appears mostpreypc^ 
within its own boupds. On the L2th, generals Putoam aiidl 
Mifflin being called to. a conference, and bavin^by stfongacgt^ 
f xnents urged the necessity of thexongress's retinng, it wa&tbef«k 
upon resolved to adjourn to Baltimore in Marj^land^ to ine^ ofl 
the 20th inst. inasmuch as the movements <u the enemy haA 
rendered tlie nelghboiarhood of Philadelphia the seat of" war«4^ 
Till conpess should otherwise, order gen. Washington W2» lo- 
possess full power to direct aU things relative to thedepastsen^ 
and the operations of war. ^ * -^ t« 

It remains, that we take a survey of what has been doings tot 
the n<?rtliward, apd under gen. Gates, ; , ^ 

Toward the latter end of July, one lieutenant Whit^praJ^ 
a ^recn mountain boy, who was out with a scouting party^w* 
. S|ui)ty of aniost bas^, and villainous action, from no olhe^ fffHtk 
ciple, than a desire of plunder. He wanted a sword and a watcJi^i 
and in order to supply himself shot general Gordon a&.be^»M 
riding unarmed from St. John's toward Chamblee* The^norai 
dj^eda few day§ aft^r. This, as was natural,^r^d tbe,?c$eiif» 
meat of .Sir Gqy Carletok's arioy.. U h a.pity» tb^^ Qm}A i^t^ 

....:' .have.' ■ 
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asfW-l^ten^BTCi^dop instintlytoSIr^Gu^ but through Ihe 
'ilsdiafeness ^f -govermnent and military discipline, he will escape 
^<#t^9erv€d ^Baishment. Cotonei Beedle and major Butteiiieid, 
ifi^t^afl of -being shot for their cowardly conduct in the business 
of the Cedats, arc ouly cashiered, and rendered incapable of 
^bearifig any commission in the army of the United States. 'Hie 
4re«r articles of war, agreed upon in September, will subject 
jneii to deserved puniahn^eiU for the. future. 

When general Arnold had reached Crown^Point with the ar- 
loy aud tbegoods be had brought from Montreal (which he was 
-careibl to keep with^ all he could) persons soon fallowed with 
iavoices," and claimed pay for them* Silks and other valuable 
jutttles were missing. General Arnold upon this brought coL^ * 
Mazens before a court-martial. He was tried on a charge, that 
i^b« packages had been pillaged, and the goods lost, through his 
a^elusiug to take care of them. The colonel was bonofahiy ac- 
;qtikted; but such was the behavior of the general beibre the 
court, in challenging every man of them, and abusing them aJI^ 
jflialfrf^ey demanded of general G^teshis being put under arrest; 
Ae-m^mcftt the demand was made, general Gates thought him- 
self obliged to act dictatoriaHy, and to dissolve the court; that 
^Kx tb^-Unitetf States might not be deprived of the services of 
one Wfe^m he viewed -as aij excellent officer, at an important pc- 
«t^; wbcathey were much wanted. The court however^ did 
|W»t dissolve till they had finished their otlier business, and givea 
ludgntent; and had prepared the account of the trial, and pul^B 
in thei?vay to be forwarded to general Washington or the coTL 
rv^s. Gates had fixed, upon Arnold to command the Araerican 
2e€t to be opposed to the Britisli, on Lake Champlain, and 
liiexefore would pay no attention to any charges brought against 
tiim. Colonel BrowH complained of him, for accusing him of 
pluadering the officers baggage taken at Sorel, contrary to tiic 
articjes of capitulation , and praying that be might be put ondec 
iHrrest and brought to trial ; but it was to no purpose. 1 he com- 
mand for which Arnold was destined, superseded all other coa- 
sideratioiis for the presents 

The utmost efforts were raadeon the ^ide of Canada by the 
Bchisb, for' obtaining a superiority on the lake, and for the re-- 
Aicti6ii of Tyconderoga and Mount Independence. A fleet of 
Acf%ie. thirty fighting vessels, of different kinds and sizes, had beeit 
littfe less than created ; . thoogh a few of the largest were re-con- 
st^Hictions, having b^en first fiiimed in Great-Britain, then taken 
to piec^s^and sent over. Add to this, thatagondolaweighingthir- 
ty tons, with above foul-hundred batteatix, had been dragged up 
^ ^i|fids lusar ChamWee. J?h€j $>bje^ m view vyere answerable 

v*i*T to 
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%D aU tbese^eifieitio^Sy If €be i^eyal army tHider Sir Gujr Ca|^ 
tpA could have ibic^d their way down to, and possessed tbcoi* 
«elv^ of Aibany Jj^&re die seiT^rity of Ihe winter $et in, thf 
aortberastales would have been exposed in their m^^ defexx^e* 
less parts, and have had the comjnunicaUon with tbe sautii^£i| 
cutoff, vrbile one between generals Csuleton and Howe wo^ 
have been established ; and dius Carieton's^ army wouid bavf 
liad a prindj>al shace in the. honor of brining the war £0-9 
speedy conclL^n, — . 

; The Americans had sot equal advantages with the British fi9f 
tile con6tr4iction of vessels. , 1 hey labored under immease dil&t 
cukies ; and had to bring ship-builders, artillery> juid most «# 
the materials for a naval equipment from a gi^eat distance* B«|t 
by aa assiduity, perseverance ^ad spirit, which did not fallshoit 
«t what was employed against them, they had by the I8th of A«-i 
gust, at Crown-Point, 1 sloop,. 3 schooners and 5 gondolas>*caiy 
xying 55 guns, twelve, nine, six and four pounders^ beside ^ 
swivels, and 395 men; and completely fitted for action* -Witl^ 
j90tne or all of these, gen. Arnold sailed down the lake to recioii* 
jwitre and gain "intelligence. He wrote to gen^ Gates^ *^ Tiij$ 
.JDorning [Sejpt. 1^.] at one o'clock, Antonie ^G^rouse,. {bis i*eif 
same waa Guard) a Frenchman, whom I sent to St* John?S| ui^> 
turned^ and gives the following account^^ viz^^-'-tiiat at Isle-a^i^ 
Noix there are three diousand troops encamped, ^nd forty ftiec^ 
^c^^n mounted on tJ>eir iines-^at St, John's three ttKnj»axi4 

^Kn, one hundred and fifty batteaux, and he was told ^lat tmm 

JBoadred were at Cfaamblee — ^that two schooners are cotofkleteit 
and naanned, one mounting twelve^ and the other fourteen fa«fiR|$ 
twelve pounders— ^n^ll vessels on the stocks to carry thr^ guiy 
each^**-<me gondola taken from us, atnl three new ones buil^ 
these to mount three guns each — a number of i}aUbottomedb(^^ 
to carry one gun each, anda floating battery With twomasts^ n^s^ 
ly done, to carry twenty-four eighteen pounders and two mo^ 
tars« He imagines the whole will be completed in a fort^gbt^ i 
tiunk him placed asa ijpyon uss have sent him to vouto^dis^ 
posed of as you think proper. From the accounts or the t^o mes 
who have viewed Isle-aux-Noix, the account of this Freochr 

..Bmstbe false, and a story formed for him by the. English ' 
ccrs*" The poor Frenchman was put in irons, and sent to*^ 
hnnj. The two men never went to the isle, but made up a $t0* 
ly to screen their own baseness-: a dose and separate examifiii- 
tion of them might have detected^e imposition. When by &eir 
unremitting industry the British entered the lake about i|e 
time the Frenchman conjectured, the fleet consisted ^^thift 

^ (A^ Inflex^ei vrbicib had been: re-constructed ai'Stt JaI^'# 
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#i*it-iwfeenc^ sW sSHlcrrf in twenty-ei^t days after hying h^t 
4fti?el, aad itto«in?ted witli IS twelve pounders — the Mariatschooa- 
er,mouiitrng 14 six poundcrs^^^ierCarletOif, 12 ditto-^the Tii^^ 
^t^fj^flat^bottomed ra<teaa, -cdrrying^ twenty-four pouA^cM 
antf ^ twelve, feesidfe two howitzer8-*-*some gondolas, one hav-t 
ingl nine pounders— twenty gun-boats, carrying each^ brass 
, €ekl-4>lece, from 9 to 24 poumlers, awd some 'with howitzers-^ 
imdicrurteng. boats, v^itbeach a carriage gOn, serving ^ armed 
teaders. These were all designed for, or appertained to Ijattle, 
3md were^ attended with a vast nusfiber of vessels, batteaulc and 
ikwtts. destined for the transportation of the army, with its stores, 
■artiltory, baggage and provisions. The armament was conduct- 
ed by capt.Pringkr, and tl>e fleet navigated by about 700prittid 
«eanft€ii;, of whom 200 were volantecrstfom the transports, whi 
boldly and freely partook with the others in the danger of thd 
"expeditfoir. The guns were worked by detaclinients *ir0m tlie 
<!orp«of artaUery, I'he equipn>ent was wcH appointed and aiit- 
^iysftirftiibed with every thing' necessary, ^^~ 

^^ The AiHericaftts wei^t^n with the greatest possible dispatcB, 
*iid, before any action could comroenccy^had reinforced gen* At^ 
*dld with a cutter,- a galHes and 3 gondolas, carrying from 4 to 
18 patidders^ The American force was ia no degree equ^t^ 
the British, either as to thegoodness of the vessels, tipe number 
<)€: g&as^ the weight of metal, or other furniture of wa(r. Gem 
AmoW had only two schooners' with hiray and sabot 15 vessels, 
«^en Sir^uy CarletOn proceeded up the lake^ and found hiiti 
formkig a strong Htte ta^ defend-the passage betweea ValicmM*- 
j^and and the western main. A warm action ensued [Oct. 14>] 
-and was vigorously supported on both sides for some hours j but 
the wind being urttavorable, the Inflexible, with some other ves- 
4»48^offoi'ee, could not be worked up, so that the weight of the 
action fell uponthcschoonerCarleton and the gun-boats, which 
fsay th« British) tbcy sustained with the g4^atest fk-mncss^ men 
«nd officers displaying such extraordinary efforts of resolution's 
inerjitedand received the highest applaud from their comaiand* 
%?». The Atricricans thcpe!foi?e could not have been deficient la 
^hclr exertions, but-fiiustbe entitled toaprop^rtton^We^harfeof 
^^p^iici&jt having made such a formidable resislance.- Gen. W^i- 
tcrbury fought most intrepidly, walking' upon 4he quavteM^ek 
"^ v<*fOle' tilde ; all his officer^ W^€ killed or wixinded, esce^- 
teg ^lieutenant, and the captain <)f the marines. ^ .- : . 
'The continuance of tlipe impediments which prevented the 
<Jarleton and gun-boats being seconded by the Inflexible and1[>tiv«i: 
^Wsdels,: induced cap&. Ffingte, with the approljadort of Sir Giiy, 
to withdraw those tliat wtre engaged; from the actiam' TW6 ^ 
mA. II. T their 
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♦heir gdnddas weresunk, and one blown up with 60 Hies, t^ 
Americans bad a schoonerrburnt, and a gonduJa sunk. Being' 
now sensible of tbebr inferiority, Ihey took the .(qyportuniiy <» 
the Jiight for attempting an escape. Gen. ArnoW executed^ bi» 
design witli ability, and tliev were out of sight by next mor^iii^ 
But the chace was continuecf, and one gondola taken on the 1 2tb. 
Ihe rest were overtaken and brought to action, a few Je^ues 
short ofCrownrPoint, about noon on the 13th. A \Y^rro eng«^e» 
jnent followed. The Washington galley, commanded by gen* 
Waterbury.^ liad been so shattered, and had so many killed wd 
wounded in the first action, that she struck after receivinga fe,w 
broad sides. The Congress galley was attacked by tlie Inflexible 
and the two schooners, two under her sjtern and one on iiear 
broad-side, within musket shot. The British kept im an ince^ 
uant fire on the Americans for four hours, with round and grape 
shot, which was returned as briskly. <jen. Arnold .was deter* 
mined that his people should not become prisoners, nor the ves« 
sels a prey to the enemy. He -covered the retreat of the fe^ 
which escaped, at die expence of one-third of his crew>; ani 
then with equal resolution and dexterity, ran the Congress gaJr 
ley, in which he was, with four gondolas, on shore in such a 
maimer as to land his men safely and blow up the vessels, in 
spite of every effort to prevent both. Officers and men beliav% 
ed with the utmost gallaniry. Some vessels, they had lost. ^ 
their officers, continued fighting, for the crews refused to yield 
but with their lives. The Americans glory in general Arnold** 
hravf ry, though unsuccessful, and much in the dangerous atten* 
tion he paid to a nice piece of honor, in keeping his flag flyings 
and not quitting hi&^alley till «he was in flames, lest the enemy 
should have boarded her and struck it. The American .fleel 
consists now of only two gallies, two schooners, one sloop a(vi 
one gondola, for the 8th is missing* a 

But though general Arnold's bravery is highly applauded, her 
is thought by many to have been guilty of a great oversight, it^ 
not having stationed his fleet just, above Split Rock,* about 
thirty-five n^iles from Ty, so as to have brought tlie guns of everj 
one of liis vessels to have borne upon the British, as they shoul4 
have passed through singly, which diey must have donp.froq| 
the narrowness of the channel at that place. . , 

On Mpnday morning [Oct. 14.] the wind came about, and We^ 
fresh after the remainder of the fleet got in, and so confinu^ 
*cd for eight days, and prevented th^ enemy's coming uptibe' 

* It 18 known in the neighborhood by the name of Split Rock only* tho^j^ 
IJenerallj put down in the maps Cloven Rock* 
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teke to Ty. Witliiit that period the Americans made carnage* 
for forty-sdven or more pieces of cannon, and mounted them-j 
fitiishettand strengthened theirwOrksiSUFiounded their redotiks 
'With abbetis J. received a considerabie reinforcement, and acqci^*- 
•^d' a preparedness for defence in every quarter. Could the ene- 
my have proceeded immediately on the Monday to Tyconder^ga", 
they must have succeded. You will be entertained with sortife 
•sprightly letters written l^y an officer, at the moment and upQrt 
the spotj t^ the daughter of. a- next door neighbor; take the 
-copies of them^ and judge who it is thatsavesthe Americans from 
itnpending.ruin^^^ " Tyoonderoga- the twentieth of October, six 
o^cloek— The returns of the shattered i-emains of our fleet soon 
ietius'khow the woi'St.-— A tine story ! after all the pompous ac*^ 
cbuAtsof our naval superiority. — Fine as it is, Jenny, it is true. 
^— ^However we did. all thatmen-could do^ in the time and with 
thje advantagesrwe liad.-^—Can^urcountry expect more?— ^I would 

not have you think we are defeated however.- The fleet wa5 

strong, but our poslu are much stronger.— The enemy may giv« 
^ another defeat, but- it will cost them dear.-— Wa expect an 
»Hack every moment. - I have been up these two liours, ani 
through the guards and posts-^o see them alert and vigilant. We ^ 
•will eadeavor not to* be surprised.-— The attack- whenever it 
^omeS wiH be furious,- and the defence obstinate, cruelly obsti^ 
•«Bte.— We arc busy in making every preparation for the most ef- 
fectual security of our posts— and shall in two or three day more, 
hkvG little to feaFfr>oman assault"'- *^Ty— Oct:: 2Iy 177:6. The 
fear is now past, Jenny ,.but not tlie hurry. — Heaven has been 
pleased to give us a southerly wind for almost the whole week past 
— this has^Uowedus time for a very considerable preparation. We 
^ould now gladly be attacked-^in twoorthree more days. The 
-enemy arc at Crown-Foint, and we expect tliat they may fancy 
-this ground in a. day op two : they must pay a gceatprice for it 
howevjer, as we value it highly." ** Ty — Oct, 27. If we ^re 
iRot attached within- six days, gen. Garleton* deserves to be hang- 
ed.—- We expect him indeed every morning.-^ We have been fa- 
vored with a strong southerly wind, almost constantly ^nce ttie 
defeat of the fleet, and are now readi/.-^The enemy have for- 
•atkcn us — I am not soFry indeed, Jenny.-^— We should have been 
much at a loss had they invested us.*— Anattack we were prepar- 
-ed for, but they must have been madmen, to risque their all on 
the event of a-xlai/f when- a few weeks perseverance wdukl have 
'^venthctn all they could wish.— How much is gained by chance 
<U' as the doctor will call it, Providence. — ^fhey did not happen 
to know our situation, but supposed we must be iniernaily, what 
our a:/€r;W appearance (formidable enough) pronounced us, gn<f 

what 
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what they, with our adraHt^es, would l»v« tesm— Pi»*hW&:e 
l«deed» has once more saved .us*** ' f ' 

General Gates was about 12,000'Strowgy when &e enetaf ^M€ 
at CrowD-Point. Most of the men were eflecti^e, m^iiy -of- the 
troops having jecovered. For some days srfter gen. Ariw>kl%<Aip3 
feat. Gates had only two ton of powder, ^tnd when he had n*^ 
ceived a supply^ no more than ^igfat^ It has been tboQ^rt, ^Ml^ 
inforroation gained since, that the enemy sent one of their ctngjes 
»eers» disguised like a countryman, into the Ameacan campr ^ 
^ spy ; and that after two or thyce hours he fctomed 5, a«ibybi>: 
Imports m^ht occasion their going off the next day* The ixf- 
tbey went off, Mr. Yancey, the commissary general,^ had ]i«#Mf 
in. store^ for the army. Gen. Gates sent him out of the way, Um^ 
^ he bad ^o £our to deliver out, the men might be kiept easfi^ 
imder a notion of their being enough in thestore,^aQd upoath|^ 
plea that they should be supplied. on his speedy return, buttbatil^ 
w^Mild not do to break open the doors^The commissary bad wT 
cyf n a barrel under bi» care. The Yorkers, chiefly of UMdi 
extraction, inhabiting iht neighborhood of Lake Geergs^ d^tbi 
jieij crossiiMp.it with the supples designed for the armyr^ihrw^' 
learoftbe ukdians. This fcear however was needless ; for gent* 
Carleton, while he allowed them to take prisonevs, laidthemcBOb; 
dcr strict restraints not tokiU and scalp. Wbenhefound hecettlA 
mot.keep tbem trom scalping, he acted with dignily, and* di^mih' 
$^d every one of them^ saymg* he would rather forego all ^e #A^ 
vantage of their assistance, than make war in so cruel a maan^ 
This conduct reflects great honor upon his- cbaractier, as.the gtn^ 
tieman and the soldier. The day Sir Guy wttb^ew from Oow»« 
Point, Gates, upon beii^ assiued of the facti instantly dii«nis9e4 
the militia, witb thanks for their service, which he wished not # 
prolong--rfoEhe had no prdvkion for them. For near n weckJafc^ 
ter, thearmy had buta.daily supply of . b^ween fiOand 3fil)a»i 
xels by land from Bennington. *< 

General Carleton, before he commenced hi^ operationson &e. 
Hkc^ had prudently shipped off the Amencan oiacei9(made^* 
Mners in Canada) for New^England, supplying them ^ibe sanui 
time with every, thing requistie to render 4heir voyage ec>mfo% 
able. The other prisoners, amounting to about SOO, were re^ 
turned also by a flag, after being obliged to take an oath not t» 
serve during the war^ unless exchai^ed : many of these, being air 
most naked, Sir Guy clothed, out of compassion. By his tenr 
derness and humanity, he has gained the affection^ of those A" 
mericans, who had fallen into his hands ; and has done more 
toward subduing the rest than ever could have been- ejected by 
the greatest cruelties. 

The 
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'The <wily danger to be guarded against by the Americaiw^at: 
Ty,and the neighbouring po^ts, i^, g^, C&rl^on's attempting to* 
l^ssess himself of theoi^ when Lake Champlain shall be frozen o^ 
Tcr, soastobecapaWeof bearing horses^ which probably will not 
h^liJItiK $jiddle pf Jsknjuafy^ The troops occupying these posts- 
wiii not tarry longer than the end of the year r before that Uiere- 
iijtiiil^ fJFcQugh to procure a suffieilent'force from the MaJsachuK 
«}tt», Coonecticu^ »i»d New-Hampshire, to defend them. And i£ 
Ifce wedts, between Sir Guy's returnit^ to Ganadi and the frost'l 
aciiirtg in jso as to suspend all . operations, are duly improved, 
^meihing coasidemble may be wrought toiiward securing the eo* 
tlanee into the northern states. During the summer seaso», a 
sjOftdhft^ been cut thro*igb the woods, for some miles, leading to 
Mount .Independence, and coJUi^unicating with the one leading 
tt;.fclubbatt0n» so that the intercourse between that post and th© 
jaorthcrn states can bexrarried Oft by land, without coming ei-t 
tticr tibgrough JLake George, or by water from Skeensbtfrough*. 
T3>at the road is horridiy bad for carriages and hofses in many 
fkfeiees but not knpassabte^ my own experience convinces me. 
Ttcama have txavelJed them with heavy loadsi. though not with*. 
€mt ropes fastend to each stde^ and »ien attendihg tai^eep theai 
fkpm falling over, through Ihe. unevenness -of the ground. But 
it is; astomstung, that loads of tent-poles ^ould be sent scores 
ofioniies to pass. thro u^ ,these woods to the Am^can campy 
Mislead of being ordered to cut in the neighbourhood^ wher^ 
thiSre was little other than woodland.. By some 3traage fatality^ 
OTifol^r, the Americans conduct their business in a most expeor- 
sive way^ whereas they ought to exercise the gi?catest oecanomy 
|K)»ctia^ witliout inj:uring the common cause^ . Iftbefateof 
wac depends, upon the expenditure, of mooey^ and the ability 
«d^ithe pities, ta continue the expences^ the United States must 
W. a-^grcHxnd much scmnci: than Great-Britain, unless the ladxr 
{Practises and continues an equaldegree of extravagance andpro^ 
ittsioar ../.-.>,.... 

t<Mr. James Lovell, who has at length recovered las.libcrty br 
«L exchange, was chosen, . ten days aga, by the Massachusetts - 
g!K&eral court/^ne <if their delegates tv congress. 
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\50 The history of jiii t^^P. rrik 

L E T T E R Vr. 

Soxbur^ April 16, ITTTt 

LET the present letter b^gin wiffc mentioning, that the rcpt*^ 
sentatives of the freemen of the state of North-Carolina a» 
Jected and chosen for that purpose, assembledinCongress at Hfrli^ 
fax, and after a third reading, ratified their form ot govenmes!; 
with a declaration of rights prefixed^ oft the I8th of 1^ J>eceni* 
bcr. 

When gen. Wasbingtoft retreated iicith a handful of men acrdS^ 
the Delaware, he trembled for the fate of America, which n^ 
ihing but ike infatHtttion.of the enemy could have saved^. 'ITiou^ 
they missed the bpats whh which they expected to folk)w hinn im* 
mediately into Pennsylvania, yet Trenton and the neighbt>urhoai 
could have supplied them with materials, which industiy migjbt 
J)ave soon constructed into sufficient conveniences for thetnMk, 
portation pf the troops, over a smooth rivery and of no ^reate^cteff 
TO some places. But they were put into cantonments- tor the |ir^ 
sent, forming an extenwve chain from Brunswick tothe Delaware^* 
<and down the banks of the Delaware for several miles, so as W 
compose a frpnt at the end of the line, which looked over to PJifc 
iadeiphia. Mr. M«rccrau was employed by the American g€S» 
Jieralto gain intelligence, and provided a smaple youthf, who^e 
apparent defectiveness in abilities prevented all suspicion, bii 
whose fidelity and attention, with the capacities he possessed, con^- 
stituted him an excellent spy : he passed from place to place, tw&S^ 
ed with the soldiers, and having performed his business^returaed 
with an account where they were cantoned, and in what^onv 
bers. Gen. Ferinoy was appointed to receive, and commuolbfltter 
die information to the commander in chief: uppn the receipt trf 
it, he cried out, ** Now is our time to clip ttieir wings while 
they arc so spFcad. " But before an attempt cowldlfeniade with a 
desirable prospect of success, [Dec. 2).] gen. \^a^hington w!» 
almost ready to despair, while he contemplated tlie probaWe* 
state of his own troops within the compass of ten days. He 
could not count upon those whose time expired the first of Ja- 
nuary >and expected, that as soon as the ice was formed, tht fe- 
naiiy would pass the Delaware. He found his numbers on en- 

* The general's words in his own letter. 

t After having been employed fome time in simifar ierTiceSi (W ene «f 
fircwfurpicioas oi him, md upon that, withcui proof, put V^m into prifo?» 
where he was fiarvcd to deatk* 

quiry 
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"^uiry less than B^laad any conception of; and while he corrnnu- ^*^ 
xticated the fact, th^is charged his confidant — "for Heaven's sake f ; H a- 1 
keep this to yourself, as the discoTery of it may prove fatal to us."" .j *.^^«^ 
Col. Reed wrote thewext day from Bristol, and proposed to the i ^ 
general the making of a diversion, ot something more at or about 
Trenton, and proceeded to say, " If we could possess ourselves^ 
'4^in of . New-Jersey,. o«.any considerable part, the effect would 
te greater than if we had not left it. Allow me to hope you wili 
^uasult your own good judgnient arid spirit, and let not the good- 
ness of your heart subject you to the influence of the opiniorxa 
of. men. in every respect your inferiors. Something must be at- 
tempted before the sixty days expire which the commissioners 
ii^ve allowed ; fai*, however many may aflect to <kspise it, , it i» 
evident a very serious attention is paid to it ; and I am coniideat^ i 

■^^t unless some more favorable appeaiance attends our arms and J 

cause bje#re that time, a very great number of militia officers 
^ere, will fi^llow the example of Jersey, and take. benefit fro n^ I 

it^^.^. Qur cause is desperate and Iwpeless if w^ do not strike some^ 
ttrojke. Our affairs are hastening apace to ruin if we do not re^ 
tr^ve them by some happy event. Delay with us^ is near equal 
t<a a total defeat. We must not suffer ourselves to be fuiled into 
$ec?4u:ity and inactivity because the enemy does not cross the ri- 
Yi^r. The love of my country, a wife (formerly miss Dc Berdt) I 

UJ^ four children in the, enemy's hands, the respect and attach- 
Wicnt I have to you, tlie ruin apd poverty that must attend me an<l ^ 

thousands of others, will plead my eijquse fpr so much freedom." 
'J'he general on the.23d answeied, . "Necessity, dire necessity wijl ^^ \ 

-7-nay,. roust JMStify any attempt.. Prepare, and in concert with ' 

Gr.iflin, attack as qiany posts as you possibly can with a prospect of 1 

success. I have now an^ple testirpony of the enemy's intentions ta 
attack Philadelphia, as soon as the ice will afford the means of 
cpnveyance. Our men are to he provided with three days pro- 
visiqn, .ready coolfed,. with which and their blankets they aj-eto 
niarch. One hour before day is the time fixed upon for our at- 
tempt Ufon Trenton. If we are successful, which, Heaven grant i 
s^d other circumstances favor, we may push on. I shall direct 
ejF^ry firry and ford to he well guarded, and jiot a soul .suffered 
tggpass without an officer's going down with.the»permit." 
. jr^ origin of the present distress was stated in a letter of the 
same date, from a member of congress to liis friend, in these 
FQrds, ."The causes of ouf present unhappy situation have long 
been known ; the consequence* of them were often foretold, and 
the measures execrated by some of tlie best friends of America i 
hut an obstinate^ partiality (in the-New-England delegates) to tlie 
MWts and customs of one part of this continent, has predomi- 

'xiated 



Digitized 



by Google 



Hated in the piiMic councUs, and too Iktie attention h^* 
paid to others. It has been my fate to rtiake an ineffectual 5te 
sition to all short enlistments, to colonial appointments or e 
cers, and other measures pregnant with mischiefs; but tlid^ 
things either suited the genius and habits, or squared with tl^ 
interests of some states that had sufficient influence to pr^yaflj 
and nothing is now left but to extrkatcvourselres from difSc^« 
ties as well as we can." :' 

Colonel Griffin, iinacquainted both with the plan And & 
time for attacking Trenton, crossed over from Philadelplvla mw 
the Jerseys, unknown to general Washington, and being join^ 
With a few of the Jersey militia, proceeded to Mbunt-Hol^, 
which induced colonel Donop to quit Bordentown ; he return^ 
however to hi^ station before the attack upon colonel RalL Tne 
commander in chief would have comprehended in his plan; a 
diversion for count Donop by geiieral, Putnam 5 but the Is^r 
gave such a representation of'^tl^ militia, of the confusi<»f>^^t 

Srevailed, and of his apprehensions of ah insurrection in ^^"^* 
etphia, in case of his absence, that it was laid aside.- _ 
question for independency had been carried in Perinsytvarf^i 3 
a great majority ^ but that did not lessen the bitterness of 
who opposed it, among whom were most of the quaker^. 1 
coalesced with the royalists of other denominations, ^n^ c^ 
posed So formidable a party in the city, that it was datige^Bi 
m the present crisis, to withdraw the militia serving in it o^^ 
iide ot the Anierican cause. '. y? 

The plan was, to have crossed the Delaware in three divlsi^j^ 
one from the neighborhood of Bristol, which miscarried w a 
strange inattention to the tide and state of the river, so that it ms 
impossible for the horses and cannon to land on the Jersey shijrc, 
through the heaps of ice cast upon it with the change of the ^i)e 
*-a second at Trenton ferry, under gen. Erwing • but the ql»|*' 
tity of ice was so great, that though he did everything 16' 

tower to effect it, he could not get over ; and finding it imp 
le to embark his artillery, lie was obliged to desist — the 
^nd principal, was commanded by gen, Washington, assistgfty 
generals oullivan and Greehe, and col. Knox of the ffmnB^. 
It was meint to attack early on the morning 6f the 26^,^^r!pp 
the supposition that the festivity of the preceding day wdffld 
make surprise more easy, and conquest more certain. , * 

On the evening of the 25th, gen. Washington orders the IrQopSt 
which are about 2400, to parade at the back of M'Kenky-'s^'^Jir^ 
ijy tliat they may begin to cross as soon as it grows dark $ £9^ he 
imagines that he shall throw them a41 over, with the nec^ssi^N^^'* 
tillery, by twelve o'clock^ and arrive atlTrenton, nine iftites beliW, 

by 
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hfftr^. Tlie quantity of ice made in the night, impedes the 
fcoats, and it is three before the artillery gets ovei% and near four 
hf^re the troops take up their line of niarch, which makes the 

fbneral despair of surprising the town, as they cannot reach it 
efore full day-bi-eak ; but as there is no making a retreat with- 
out being discoverjed and harassed, he determines to push on at 
^fl event$ Colonel Ralf has received information of an intend- 
ed attack, and that the 25 th at night is thought to be the time 
fixed upon. His men are paraded and his picket is looking out 
fdr it. Captain Washington,* commanding a scouting party 
iyf about fifty foot Soldiers, has been in the Jerseys about three 
dfays, without eiSfecting any exploit. He therefore concludes 
4ipon marchingtoward frejiton ; advances, and attacks the pick- 
et. He exchanges a few shot, and then retreats. As he is 
niatking for the Delaware, on his return to Pennsylvania, he 
rileets with general Washington's troops. [Dec. 26.] Conjec- 
tarlng their design, he is distressed with an apprehension that by 
the attack he has alarnjed the enemy, and put them on their 
ijAdtd^ The enemy, on tlie other hand, conclude from it, after 
;'*whil«^, that it is all the attack which is intended ; and so retire 
io their quarters and become secure ; many get drunk. Genera! 
Washington fornis his detachment into twa divisions ; one takes 
the Tower road to Trenton, while the other, with the general^ 
ipaithes along the upper or Penningtonf road. The upper cli- 
ifcioa an-ives at the enemy's advanced post exactly at 3 o'clock; 
ind in three minutes after, the fire in the lower road announces 
the arrival of the other division. When the enemy's picket]: 
'^scovers, in thegr^y of the morning, the advance of the gene- 
ril's troops, they suppose it to be only the scouting party return- 
ed. The out guards make tut a smafl opposition ; though they ' 
liehave well for theii* number, keeping up a constant retreating 
.3^ behind houses. The main body forms; the Americans 
gress the men bard^ and soon get possession of half their artiU 
lery. ^ Finding, from tiie position of their enemy, that they are 
surrounded, and must inevitably be cut to pieces if they make 
my further resistance, they agree to lay down their arms, to the 

fiomberpf 23 officers and S^6 men. 

I General Greene and col. Knox (elected by ballot a brigadier 
-^fxt next day, before tlienews had reached congress) would have 

* * 8lnw colonel of hxyrfe. 

^T Itt tb« maps it U pot down Penain^gton: but th* Jcrfey inhabifanta iH 

tmmvtif would not koew the place meant, unUft you ctUtd it Penny-town* 

i WkMt reklet td the. attack upon the pkket»^. was confirmed ro vne» 

. Ai^gaa tx, i7$i, at New York, by the Rev. Mr. Van Arfdelcn, who bad 

the fftory from the Ht (Ban officer commattdhig the picket* 

Vol. IL U persuaded 



Digitized 



by Google 



154 The « I S T O R Y of thx IJ. JD. ITW. 

persuaded tlic commander in chief to have pushed on and im- 
proved the alarm given to the enemy, to whicii he was incHnedc 
but tire generality of the officers were against it, and his excels 
lency did not then think he could answer going contrary to the 
judgment of a majority of a council of war. He has since jpe? 
grettcd his not seizing the golden opportunity. 

Seven of the enerny's officers were wounded, beside col. R^ 
mortally. Thei^ were about thirty others killed and woundecL 
The regiments of Rail, Lossbcrg and Knyphauscn, were obliged 
t4>. surrender. I'he light-horse, chasseurs, a number, of privates* 
with a -few officers, in all to the amount of about 600, escap^ 
by the road leading to Bordentown. I'he Americans lost about 
two men ; beside two or three frozen to deatlu Captain Waaii- 
ington, who assisted in securuig the artillery, was wounded tk 
both hands. The Americans took in all, 918 prisoners; as 
many muskets, bayonets and cartouch boxes; 12 drums aod 4 
colours — an ample compensation for all the sufferings of the 
preceding night, though they were not trifling, 'i'he weather 
was sleety, snowy and ititensely cold, and the road slippeEjE:- 
A more disagreeable, severe, wintry night, is seldom to be met 
with, even in America. 

In the evening ^en. Waslrington repassed the Delaware, cap- 
rying,with him the prisoners, their artillery and colours — ^md 
elevated hopes that this successful attack would draw after it a 
train of the most beneficial and important consequences. It has 
excited not less astonishment in the Britisliand auxiliary quar- 
ters, than it has done joy in those of tiie Americans. The Hes- 
sians will be no longer terrible ; and the spirits of the Ameri- 
cans will rise amazingly. But before this happened, a smaU 
party in the neighborhood of Quaker-town had flown to arms, 
with a resolution not to lay them down more, while they bdA 
enemies near tliem ; being provoked to it by tlie insufferabte 
behavior of some British light-horsemen. 

I'Jiough gen. Cadwallader did not pass over the Delaware at 
the time intended, yet the day after the surprise [Dec. 27.] he 
crossed about two miles above Bristol, with 1500 men, imagining 
that gen. Washington was still on that side. Receiving intelli- 
gence that the enemy had left Mount Holly, he determined upon 
pi'oceeding to Burlington (even after learning that the successful 
troops had re-crossed) and upon marching the next day to Border- 
town ; which was accordingly done, the enemy going oiFin the 
utmost confusion on the alarm of his approach. The day^ 
crossed, 500 men were sent from Philadelphia, who passed over 
to Burlington on the morning of the 28th; in the evening geii. 
MMiin sent over 300 more, and soon followed with h ftnther 
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jemforcement of some hundreds, designing to join gen» Caq- 
waJlader. as sooa as possible. Pennsylvania was now roused, 
And coming in great nunfibcrs ta the aid of the comnlander ia 
€hie£ On the last mentioned day, gen. Greene crossed afresh 
into the Jerseys with 300 militiav The time for which many of 
ifce milhi^ were to serve, was just expiring. In order to prevail 
with them to continue, they were harangued. Their pride was 
addressed. They were told that if they withdrew, it would be 
jdrarged trpon them thaf tlicy wfere afraid;. Applicaiiou was art^ 
fully made to. every passion ; and not altogether in vaio. 
* [Dec. 29.] General \Vashington. reached Trenton with aboi^t 
ISOO continentalsl Twelve hundred of them were released 
from then- enlistment the firsr of January. Attempts weiemade . 
to engage them to continue a month or six weeks longer. Ten 
dollars extra pay was offered ; they took the bounty, andncar 
one halt went off in a few days after, before tlie critical moment 
arrived: It was soon debated whether to ord'ec up the Pennsyl- 
vania militia from Bordentown, Mount Kolly, and elsewhere, to 
ipjin general Washington. Gen. Knox had prepared Dr. Rusii, 
a member of congress, to assist in effecting the 'scheme. He 
-Was asked in ta give liis opinion^ and declcired in favor of or- 
^^lering them up, which was then done. [Jan. 1, 1777.] The 
junctfoii of the militia with the continentals (making, in the 
iwhole about 500O men)- emboldened the latter to remain in 
therr position after hearing that tlie enertiy was advancing to- 
ward them. The alarm which had been' given, induced the 
British^ and* afuxfiiary troops to ^assemble; and general Gpant, 
'with the forces at Brunswick and in that quarter, marched spee - 
dily for Princeton. Lord Cornwallis was gone to New-York in 
'Ms way ta Great- Britain ; but upon this unexpected turn of af- 
*fairs, concluded upon deferring his voyage, and returning to the 
defence of the Jerseys. He pressed on with the greatest expe- 
'dition ; left the fourth brigade, consisting of the 70th, 40th, 
'and 55tii regiments, under the command of iieut. col. Mawhood, 
:at Princeton, and die second brigade, under general Leslie, at 
-Maidbrihead, and joined the ntain body by the time they got 
r«ear Trentoir: 

^ Gen. Greene is sent out witha cotisrderable detachrnentto sup- 
-fe^t a party stationed about a mile off, and to check the march 
•H>f the enemy ; but finds them advancing in such force and so ex- 
^fieditiously, that he is at some difficulty in making^agood retreat 
Vith the whole of the Americans^ Mtan while general Wash- 
ington' makes a disposition for an action ; *\vhich, as the enemy do 
'not come on directly, is afterward varied to prevent their getrihg 
lA on the American rear. The bridge over Sanpink Cteek, fs 
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well SjBcared ; but can be /)f .little advajitagpy as tJ)c .!*r^«p.4ir 
fdrdable in maiiy jplaces. The American army has b^twc«0! 
thirty and. forty pieces of artiUery in front, facing th^ Cr^ekaJ 
The fate of the continent seems suspended by a single thrcadr^r 
and the independence of America tohang on the issue <rf ^ Jbalk 
tic which appears inevitable ; and in which the 0vpst .saAguuMb^. 
«oii of liberty can scarce flatter himself with the hope pf <a vi5^ 
tory, the enemy being so superior in i^umb^rs and discipline^. A* 
defeat must be totally ruinous, from tlie nature of the grouiifi^ 
"which the Americans occupy. i;^ 

Sir William Erskine, according to report, advise? lord Goob^i 
vrailisto an immediate attack, say lug, " Otherwise Wasbiogtoa^ 
if^^y general, will make a move to the? left of your army: J£:: 

* your lordship does-not attack, throw a large body of troops onLd^er; 
Toad to your left.^ The attack is put off till the moxning ;• hm^ 
lordship might act upon what is said to be a military princijplfly^ 
that the strongest army ought not to attack toward night. Mfis^^' 
•while gen. Washington calls acouncil of wan It is knowjt that? 
they are to be attacked the next day^ by thc.whole collected fiowiH 
of the enemy. Th^ matter of debate is, ** Shall we march dCfvaib 
on the Jersey side, and cross the Delaware pver ^g^instJPlfia^'; 
delphia,; or shall we fight ?** Both are thought to be tao^ hazajr<^:: 
«us. 'Oil this gen. Washington says, " What think ypu of^sjau*. 
cuitous n^arch to Princeton ?'* It is approve.d, and concluded ejfett 
on. Providence favors the manoeuvre. The weather baviag.bec**/ 
for two days warm, moist and foggy, thegirovindis become quite . 
soft, and the roads to be passed so deep that it will.b^ exlrea)»« ' 
ly difficult, if practicable, to get on with the. cattle^ carriage^: 
and artillery. But while the council is sitting, tlie wind soi^ . 
denljr changes to the north-west, and it fr^eizes so-hjard thatjM- 
the time the troops are ready to move, they pass on as tboiq^ 
upon a solid pavement. Such freezings frequently Jiajpoei^.ir' 
the depth of winter, upon the wind's coming suddenly aaautl(Di': 
the north-west. This sudden change of weather gives<i plausi^ 
tie pretext for that "line of fires which gen. WashingjEon cau3€f^> 
to be kindled soon after dark, in tlie front pf his army; andbf 
which he conceals himself from the notice of the cnemy^ Modim' 
duces them to believe he is still upon thfe ^wund, waiting £»/^ 
them till morning. The stratagem is renderea the motre con^riete? 
by an order given to the nien who are eutri^sted with the Wm»' ' 

' ness, to keep up the fires in full blaze, till break of day* WMtoii 
the fires are burning, the baggage and three pieces •oijydniiacBt.^ 
are sent oiF to Burlington for securityjf and wi^b the dc^Of.ij 
that if the enemy follow it, the Americans may t^Jce M^^taiH>j 
^ge of their so doin£. The ^oops mardbi about onqa^dficliiir^ 
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'WtlFjgit^siience and order, and cfossnigBanpinkCreeky proceed?* 
tewrard and arrive near Princeton a littJe before day-break. The ' 
ttoee British regiments are^ marching down to Tteoto0 on ana* 
ther road, about a quarter of a raile distant. The centre of tjiij 
^m^MJcans, consisting of the Philadelphia nuUtiay under ge% 
MMxceTy advances to attack them. Col Mavaixood considers it 
$«]y a« a flying party attempting to interrupt his march, aod apt- 
peaches with his llth rei^mentsb near bcfctrehe'fires, that the 
c^^bur of their butt<>as is discerned. He repulses the assailant^ 
with great Sjpirit, and they give way in coniUsioiv ; officers and 
iB^aseem siezed with a panic, which spreads fast, and indicates 
ajKapproaching defeat. Gen. Washington perceives the disorder^ 
and penetrates the fatal consequence of bemgvanmjished. Th(? 
present moment requires an exertion to ward off tlie danger^ ^ 
h^eyer hazardous to his own person. He advances instantly ; 
eijcourage^ liis troops to make ;a stand ; places himself between 
iheaxi and the British, distant from each other abojut thirty yaidsV I 
r^i'hia horse's head tovraid the front of the enemy; andooldjy ' 
faecs^liem while tiiey disch^ge their pieces ; their fife isimmje> 
diaieiy returned by the Americans, without their adverting to the 
posttiOR of the general, who ts providentially preserved from be* 
ing ijyured either by foe or friend. The scale is turned, and cpJL 
Mawhood soon finds that he is attacked on all sides by ^ superior 
fosce y and that he is cat off from the rest of the brigade. He 
discovers also, by the continued distant firing, "that the fifty-fifth 
isriiot in better circumstances. His rfegiment havirig u^e^cl theijr 
bayonets with too much severity ori the party "put tp fi,Jght by 
iheniintbe beginning, now pay for it iu jproportton i neiar sixty 
arekyied iipoa the &pot, beside the wounded, 'ifi'ut the coloqel 
and*a*«aniber forcetheir way through, and pursue the mlrch ta ' 
Maidenhead. I'he fifty-fifth regiment being hard pressed, and ; 
finding" it impossible to continue its march, niakcs good its re.-. • 
treat, and retutus, by the way of Hillsborough, to Brunswick: J 
'fbe:. fortieth is Jbut little engaged ; tliose of the meh who es- ; 
ca|ke, retire by anoflier road to the same place. \ * 

it^was proposed to make a forced march td BruhswicTc,' where ' 
ws^the baggage of the whole Britiisharmy, and gen. tee; but [^ 
the men having been without either re^, turti or provisions, foe ^ 
twa jdays and two nights, were unequal to the taste. It w'as \ 
then debated whether to file off to Cranbetry, in order to cross 
thc5>elaware and secure Philadelphia; Gen. Knox urged their 
marching to Monistown, and informed the commander in chiefs 
th^twbenhe passed through that partof thscountry* he observ- 
ed that^k was^agood position; He also remailced, that th^r 
tixwH be upon the flank of Jhe enemy, smd juigbt easily chaegfe » 
.> * T thi^ij: 
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their situation, if requisite- By his earnest importunity he ptf^ 
Tailed, and the measure was adopted. Gen. Greene was'lMifte 
the n4ain body, which was advanced; and had put it into tb^ 
Morristown road, without having been first acquainted with, tb^f 
determination. Ju'it as that was concluded upon, the enemy W^ 
firing upon the rear of the Americans. Lord Cornwallis h** 
been waked by the sound of the American cannon at Princetoii* 
and finding himself outgeneraled, and apprehensive for hS^ 
stores and baggage, had posted back with the utmost exp^ditionl 
The array under general Washington marched on to Pluekerxi& 
in their way to Morristown, pulling up the bridges as they pv^ 
cecded, thereby to incommode the enemy and secure th^irft 
selves. By the time they got there, the men were so exccssiv^-' 
ly fatigued, that a fresh and resolute body of five hundred mi^ 
have demolished the whole. Numbers lay down in the wooiJi 
and fell asleep, without regarding the coldness of the wealfii^ 
The royal army were still under such alarming impressioiis, tfiWf 
it continued its march from Trenton to Brunswick, thirty mi^^ 
without halting, longer at least than was necessary'to make &e 
bridges over Stony-Btook and Millstone passable. "**■ 

Gen. Howe admits that the loss in thJs affair, was 17 killed 
and nearly 200 wounded and missing. But the Americans ss^^ 
they have taken near 300 prisoners,, of whom 1 4 arc officers, Jil! 
British. Capt. Leslie, the son of the eart of Leven, who y^ 
killed in the engagement, was buried by the Americans with the 
honors of war, not only as a British ofliccr, but in testrmonyof 
respect to his lordship's worth. The America^ officers coifr 
mended the bravery of the troops under colonel Mawhoad ; otrfr 
of the generals, observing how they fought, exclaimed, ** Wh^S 
will our men fight like those fellows !** General Mercer tti^t 
with hard usage, being bayoneted in three places, of virtdfift 
wounds he is since dead. He was a deserving charactef, aim 
. merited different treatment. Some may pronounce the treiti 
mentthat captain Philips, of the thirty-fifth grenadiers, has iA€i • 
with, much baser ; but not when they have the case propierJy fci 
presented. — ^The captain, as he was returning from New^Yofki 
to join his company, was surprised between Brunswick lifM 
Princeton, by a party of militia, who threatened him in case'fife 
attempted to escape ; regardless of the threat, he clapped sptit^ 
to his horse and pushed forward, on which they fired and" krflcd 
him. General Gates, who is married to the captain's SiAtf, 
blames the captain more than the men. - "^ 

The eagerness of the royal army to reach and secure Bru|i«i 
wick, occasioned their marching through Princeton with St#fi 
expedition as to divert tlieir attention from either c^nyin^^ 
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•or destroying flic curious orrery belonging to Nassau college. It 
•wa^s cojatrived ^nd made by an original genius and self-taught a-* 
^ronomer,, Mr. Rittenhouse of Philadelphia. There is not the like 
ia |i]^urqpe^ An elegant and neatly ornamented frame raises per- 
.jiendieular neai: upon eight feet. In the front of whiqh you are 
|>resented, in three several apartments, with at view of the celes- 
tial system, the motions of the planets round the sun, and the sa- 
tellites aboutthe planets. The wheels, &c. that produce themove- 
Jlients, are behind the wooden perpendicular plane, on which the 
orrery^ is £xed. By suitable contrivances, you in a short time teil 
the eclipses of tlie sun and moon for ages past and ages to Come ; 
ilie like in other cases of astronomy. It is said that lord.Corn- 
WaJlis intended to have carried it over to Great-Britain ; no snaa 
4f£ .<:onscience can blamcr his taste, which may have preserved it 
firom ruin, by securing to it that protection while in the hands of 
^e. enemy, that might otherwise have been denied. But the 
children of the alma mate)\ whose it is, triumph in its preser- 
vation, though somewhat damaged. The college library did 
aot escape so well as the orrery ; but suffered considerable. 
",,;l-,e.t usattend for awhile upon thci congress at Baltimore, where 
they met according to adjournment the 2pth of December, and 
soon after passed tlie following act — [Dec. 27.] " The congress^ 
having. maturely considered tlie present crisis, and having perfect 
reliance on the wisdom,, vigor and uprightness of gen, Washing-- 
V>n^ do hereby ^resolve, That gen. \yashingtoa shall be, and he is- 
hereby vested with full, ample and conlpletc powers, to raise, and 
collect together, in the iTK)St speedy and effectual manner, fron^ 
any or all of these United States, 16 battalions of infantry, in ad« 
^ition to tliose already voted by congress ; to appoint officers for 
t*>e said battalions of infantry ; to raise, officer and equip three 
thousand light-horse, three regiments of artillery,, and a corps of 
€?njyneers, and to establjish their pay ; to apply to any of the states^ 
for such aid of the mUitia as he shall judge necessary ;, to foinv 
' $udi magazines of provisions, and in such places ashe shall tbinlc 
proper; to displace and appoint all officers under the rank: of bri- 
gadier general, and to fill up all vacancies in every other depart- 
njent in. ' the American armies ; to take, wherever he ntay be^ 
w}\atcyer he may want f )r the use of the array, if the inhabitr- 
;ii|ts-wiU not sell it, allowing a reaaonabie price for the same; t<^ 
lUJ^tCst afid cotifine persons who refuse to take the continental 
puriency, ox are otherwise disaffected to the American cause ^ 
and return to the states of which they .arc citizens, their naipes». 
and the nature of their offences, together with the witnesses to^ 
prove:them; and, that the foregoing powe^-s be vested in gen^ 
.Washington, for and during the term of six months from th<^ 
#We Wco^ unkss soon«r c^ermined by congies^:'** 

They 
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They also " Resolved, that the council of safety of Pcnpsyl- 
vania, be requested to take the most vigorous and speedy mea- 
sdres for punishing all such as refuse continental curreticy ; and 
that the general be directed to give all necessary aid to the 6otfo- 
•cil of saiety, for carrying their measures on this subja:t into 
effectual execution.** 

{Dec. 28.] ** Resolved that two large floating battetJcs ic 
buUt on Lake Champlain, to cover the boom and the bridge 'at 
Tyconderoga ; that a fort be constructed on Mount Indep^* 
ctence ; that the navigation of the lake near that place, be ob- 
structed by sunken cassoons, joined together by striag-pieces, 
s^ as, at the same time, to ^erve for a bridge between the for- 
t^ations on the east and west side ; and that fort Stan^x be 
strengthened, and other fortifications made at proper places near 
the Mohawk river.'* ' 

[Dec. 30.] It was ** Resolved, That commissionei^ be forth- 
^ith sent to the courts of P'ienna^ Spaing Prussia and the grijid 
^ke of Tnscam/' — ^Ihatthe several commissioners of the United 
* States be iristructed to assure the respective courts, that notwiw- 
standing the artful and insidious endeavors of the court of Gl?^* 
Britain, it is their determination, at all events, to maintain tfeeir 
ittdependence — that they be directed to use every meart in tbpr 
power to procure the assistance of the emperor of Germany, ^d 
of their roost Christian, Catholic and Prussian majesties, for^- 
Ycdting German, Russian, or other foreign troops, from be&g 
tent to America for hostile pui-poses against these Urtited StSatt^ 
;^d for obtaing a recal of those already sent — ^and, Uiat* his 
Mftost Christian iiiajesty be induced, if possible, to assist the Uut- 
ed States in the preserit war with Great- Britain, by attacking 
the electorate of Hanover, or any part of the dominions of Gteat- 
Britain, in Europe, the East or West-Indies." His mos Chiis- 
tian majesty was to be assured, " That should his forces be efti- 
jifoyed, in conjariction with those of the United States, to ex- 
clude his" Britannic majesty from any share in the cod-fishery of 
America, by reducing the islands of Newfoundland and C^^ 
Breton, and ships of war be furnished, when required by Ite 
United States, to reduce Nova-Scotia ; the fishery shall Be jwi- 
joyed equally and in common, by the subjects of his mostCKfe- 
tian majesty and of these states, to the exclusion of all other iw- 
lions and people whatever ; and half the island of Newfoi^^ 
lartd shall be owned by, and be subject to the jurisdictioil-5Df 
his most Christian majesty, provided the province of Nofa- 
Scotia, the island of Cape-Breton, and the remaining parj^^ 
Newfoundland be annexed to the territory and govern 
ctf the United States." If these proposals were aot 
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JS^vieat to produce a. declaration of war, and it coukl i\ot. be 

%Vtliei:wise accomplished, his most Christian majesty was to be rag- 
sui'ed| " That such ot the British West-India isj[;^a4§>: as ia tfae 
course of the war shall be reduced by the united forces .of Fran^^e 
and tliese states, shall be yielded in absolute property tvJhts iii:OSt 

,.fl)hcistian fl*jyesty : and tl\e Uriiteil States engage, on, timely. nor 
.ti^o to fiji^h at their expence, ^nd deliver in some, convenient 
jport, or po^is, in the said United States, provisions for <;aprying 
joii expeditions against the said islands, to the an^ppnt of two mil'- 

' iions of dollars> and six frigates mounting not less than tjw^euty* 
four guns^ each manped and fitted for the sea; and to rj^nd^r 

, ai)y,ocher assistance whichrruy be in tlieir power as becomes good 

:'4iiW\' ' ' y . \ . . ., ' ^ ' 

The commissioners of the courts of France, and Spain were to 
^consult t9gether, and prepare a treaty of commerce and alliance; 
. ito be proposed to the court of Spain, addi|ig thereto, >' tbat if his 
,/Catl>olic npiajesty will join the United States \v\ a war agah^st 
* ^reat-t^ritain, they will assist in. reducing^ to, tjbe.ppsse^sioixiof 
^^jSpain the town and harbour of Pensacola, proyidea the citiijeiis 
"'aaS^inhabUantsoftheXJnited States shall have .the free and. unin*. 
terrupted navigation of the Missisippi, and u.se of thebarboi>r*fOf 
Peiis^cpia ; apd virill, provided it be true, that his Poj:tugu&sc n^a- 
' Ji^sty.has insultingly expelled the vessels of tii^se states from. his 
jorts, or has conhscated any si^ch yes^els^ d^lare war against* the 
^ said kiiig, if that measure ?hali be ^gr^eaWe to, and be suppor^d 
' by the courts of France and,Spain." ' ,,, . . ^ 

4 El^V 3>. 17T7.] *\ Whereas congress hath received"! nforfii^- 
ti.on, that Richard Stockton, . esq* of N^\y-Jefsey» and a. member 
-'^pf Uiis congress, hith beep naade a prisoq^rvand ignpminiousJy 
tTirown into a common jail, and, their detained — Resolved, That 
£en. Washington be directed to make immediate eaq airy into 
the truth of this report, and if he tinds reason, to belipye it weli 
. Taunded, that he sead to gen. Howe, remonstratiag against, this 
departure from that humane procedure which l^ag marked the 
'jconduct of these states to prisoners who have fallen into^ their 
''' hands j and to know of gen. Howe, whether he chooj^^s Un? -ahall 
*^"l)e the future rule for treating all such on both si^(;$, as tiie for^ 
' ^une of war may place in the hands of either party.'* 
'[ The captme of geii, Lee has proved inconvejiieiit to both sides, 
-' * and calamitous to iiidi vidua Is. Scwncwhat like aeaf^el was be- 
fore established for the exchange, of prisoners betweeij generis 
" Howb and Wasliington. Gen. \^c being parti(^ulariy obiK«^* 

* ous togove^nment, and Howe perhaps having received prior^n- 

• ^tractions how. to' conduct himself jWith respect to him individu- 
lally^, (forlij^-cia have huu jnone asvct upon Uic news of his cap- 
""'■-Vol. irr* X ' ture) 
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ture) his exchange was refused. Washington haviagno prisondr 
of equal rank, proposed six Hessian fieW officers to4>alance thalt 
disparity : -and, if this was not accepted, required that he shouU 
be treated suitable to his sitation, and the precedent already s^ttj^ 
the Americans in regard to the British officers they had captrva*- 
ted. It was answered, that as Lee was a dcserterfrom his majes^ 
tjr's service, he could not be considered as a prisonert)f war, dot 
come within the conditions of the cartel, nor recei^^ any of its 
benefits. A fruitless discussion ensued : and Lee was still -con- 
iined, watched and guarded with the utmost strictness and jeak 
ousy ; which produced tlie followingcongressicHialact-— [Jan. 6:] 
^ Congress being infonnceJ that major gen. l.ee hath, since his 
captivity, beea committed to the custody of the provost, insteai 
of being enlarged on his parole>, according to the humane |)rac» 
tice that has taken place with officers of the enemy who have fdU 
len into the hands of the American troops ; a treatment totally 
unworthy of that gentleman's eminent qualifications, and bis rant 
in the service of the United States, and strongly indicative of 
further, injuries to his person : — Resolved, That gen^ Washing^ 
ton be directed to send to general Howe, and inform him, that; 
should the proffered exchange of gen. Lee fornix Hessian field 
officers not to be accepted, and the treatment of him as abovemeo- 
tioned be continued, the principles of retaliation shall occasion 
five of the Hessian field officers, together with lieut, coi. Arcbi* 
bald Campbell^ or any other officers that aie or shall be ifi our 
possession equivalent in number or quality, to be detained in oft* 
der that the said treatment which gen. Lee shall receive may be 
exactly inflicted -upon their persons : — Ordered, that « copy of 
the above resolution be transmitted to the council of the Massa* 
chusetts-bay, and that they be desired to detain lieut. col Can^ 
beli, and keep him in safe custody till the further order of coni 
gress ; and that a copy be also sent to the committee of congres$ 
in Philadelphia; and that they be desired to have the prisoners^ 
officers and privates, lately taken, properly secured in some safe 
place.'* 

When the resolution was received by the Massachusetts coirn^ 
cil, instead of conforming solely to the words of tlie ord[er tokeef 
the colonel in safe cusioth/, they sent him to Concord jail ; wbcie 
be was lodged in a dungeon of twelve or thirteen feet sqaaf:^ 
whose sides were black with the grease and litter of successive 
criminals. Two doors with double locks and bolts, shut fitm 
from the yard, witli an express prohibition from entering it; «♦ 
Aer for heakh,^ or the necessary calls trf" nature. A leathscnse 
black hole, decorated with a pair of fixed chains, Vas granted 
him for his inner apartment j, from whence a felon liad be^re- 

' inov^d 
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iDoved; but the moment before^ and in which his litter and ex* 
fO^eip^nts remained a fprtnight after it was^ appropriated to tb4 
iise of thecoioneL The attendance of a single, servant on4>i$ 
fHerson was- denied him, and every visit from a friend post* 
lively refys^ed. When l^e had transmitted an account of thqse and 
©tber matters ta Sir William Howe on tlie 14th of Febrjiary, and 
the same had beencomraunicated to gen* Wasliington, a Jetteir 
^a^ directly written on tlie 28tli, in which the general says, **^ You 
jvili observe that exactly tlie same treatment is to be shewn tQ 
coL Ca^ipbeji and the Hessian officers, that gen. Jlowe ^w* 
tt> gen. Lee ; and as he is only confined to a commodious hpuse^ 
ivith genteel accommodations^ we have np right or reason to be 
moi«. severe upon coL •pampfaelJ, who I would wish should be 
Immediateiy removed from his present situadon, and put into 4 
Jjouse where he may live comfortably*'* 

The enemy have in their power and S4]bject to their cail, near 
§OQ officers belonging', to the array of the United States ; while 
.the AmcrjiGans have not more than 5CK belonging to tlie enemy* 
The resolve therefore,. of putting in close confinement co), Camp- 
fceU and the Hessian officers, in order to, retaliate Lee's punishf 
ixiefity , s^ems injurious in every point of view^ and to have been 
entered into witl^out du^ attention to the consequences. Gen< 
l^e^'s. misfortune has sunk, him greatly in the opinion of many 
fAniericans^;. and. serves ^to convey a lively idjea of the incon-r 
stancy and ingratitude of mankinds Some of those very people 
whoy when he was marching to join gen. Wasliington, regarded 
him as the guardian angel tliat vyas to deliver America, not only 
censure him bitterly, but even iosinuate^diat he was treacherotiSe 
The Americans however, have reaped one advantage by that 
event — the enemy are convinced that they have not gotten the 
palladium of America^ as they fondly boasted*. 
'- Congress have been often,andforaconsiderabletime,in acorn* 
pnittee of tlie wholc^ upon the state of the treasury, and the means 
jof supporting the credit of the continental currenay. At length 
Jthey have "Resolved [\2di. 14.] That all bills of credit emitted 
by authority of congress, ought to pass current in all payments, 
irade and dealings in these states,, and be deemed in value equal 
to the same nominal sums in Spanish milled dollars ; and that 
whosoever shall offer, ask or receive more in the said bills, for 
^ygold or silver coins, bullion, or any other species of raopey 
whatsoever, than the nominal sum or amount thereof in Spanish 
^iiied dollars, or more in the said bills for any lands,, houses, 
goods orany commodities whatsoever, than the same could be pur- 
chased at of the same person or persons, mgold, silver or any 07 
Iber species of money whatsoever ; or shall offer to sell any goods 
•or commodities for gold ot silver coins, or uny otlier species of 
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mopcy whatsoever, and refuse to sell the same for thesaidieoBt»i 
nental bills j every such person ought to be deemed an enemy t»* 
the liberties of these United States, and to forfeit the value of Ihi^ 
money s© exchanged, or house, land or commodity so sold or of-^: 
fered to sale. And it is reeonmiended to the legi^atures of* the 
respective states, to enact laws inflicting such forfeitures l=ind^: 
ther penalties on offenders as aforesaid, as wU prevent sjich 
pernicious practices — that it be recommended to the legislatures- ' 
of the United States, to pass laws to make the bills of credit isi-' • 
sued by the congress, a lawful tender in payments of public ani • 
private debts; and a^fefusal thereof an extinguishment of- such: 
debts ; that debts payable in sterling money, be discharged with 
continental dollars, at the rate of four and six-pence sterling • 
per dollar ; and that in discharge of all other debts and contracts-^ • 
continental dollars pass at the rate fixed by the respective state* 
for the value of Spanish milled dollars.'* . ' 

The several states will undoubtedly make the continental bilfti 
a legal tender, agreeable to the recommendation ; though there*' 
in- tliey- establish the perpetration of iniquity by law. I'hercaiie':- 
toomanydebtoi's in every state, and general assembly, who^wll-* 
by the help of it clear themselves of incumbrances ; and wh* 
will feel nothing, or but little, at the injustice tliey commit in 
paying their creditors with a depreciated currency, whiie they 
have the law of the land in their favor. But all these attempt;' 
of congress to keep up the value of the bills, are delusive ;: and* 
wijl deceive those most who have the greatest confidence in the 
wisdom- of the present measure It is scarce possible that they 
can so far impose upon their own judgments, as to view it in any 
other light than a momentary relief from a present evil, by '«ubK-»* 
jeeting themselves to a greater in future, but which, when it 
shall arrive, they flatter themselves tliey shall get rid of by somt: 
new expedient 

[Jan. 16.] Congress ** Resolved, That a committee of sevca 
be appointed !o enquire into the conduct of the British and Hes- 
sian generals and oflkers toward the officers, soldiers and noari- 
ners in the service of the United States, and any other persons^ 
inhabitants of these states, in their possession, as prisoners of war 
or otherwise, and also into the conduct of the said generals and- 
officers, and the troops under their command, toward the subjects, 
of these states and their property, more especially of the stat-esof 
New-York and New-Jersey.*'' This committee will undoubtedly 
authenticate the cruelties of the royal army, which have been too* 
frequent and notorious. The very orders of gen. Howe have not; 
been sufficiently guarded for the preventing of abuses. When the 
€nemy fled from their cantonments in the Jerseys, his orders to» 
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coJ* Donop fell into the hands of the Americans ; they expressed 
that "all salted and meal provisions, which may be judged to 
e*e€ed the quantity necessary for the subsistence of an onitnary 
^Mniiy^ shall be* considered as a magazine of the enemy, and 
seized for the king, and given to the troops as a saving for the 
public." 

' 'When the royal army entered the Jerseys, the inhabitants pret- 
ty-generally remained in their hoases, and many thousands re- 
ceived printed protections, signed by order of the commander in 
chief. But neither the proclamation of the commissioners, nor 
pijOteetions, saved the people from plunder any more than from 
insult. Their property was taken or desti-oyed without distincti- 
on of persons. They showed their protectix)ns ; Hessians could 
not read them, and would not understand them ; and the British 
soldiers thought they had as good a right to a share of booty as 
the Hessians. The loyalists were plundered even at New- York. 
Gen; De Heister may be pronounced the arch-plunderer. He 
offered tlife house he lived in at New- York, to public sale; though 
' thje propeity of a very loyal subject, who had voluntarily and hos- 
pitably accommodated him with it. T4ie goods of others, suf- 
fering Restraint or imprisonment among the Americans, were sold 
by auction. The carriages of gentlemen of the first rank, were 
seized, their arms defaced, aad the plunderer's arms blazoned iii 
their place; and this too by British officers. Discontents and 
muptnufs increased every hour at the licentious ravages of the sol- 
diery, both British and foreigners^ who were shamefully permit- 
ted, with unrelenting hand, to pillage friend and foe in the Jer- 
seys.* Neither age nor sex was spared. Indiscriminate ruin 
■attended every person they met with. Infants, children, oldmea 
and women, were left in their shirts, without a blanket to cover 
them, under the inclemency of winter. Every kind of furniture 
was destroyed and burnt; windows and doors were broken to 
pieces ; in short, the houses were left uninhabitable, and the peo- 
ple without provisions ; for every horse, cow, ox and fowl; was 
carried off. Horrid depredations and abuses were committed by 
that part of the army which was stationed at or ncai* Penny-town. 
Sixteen young women fled to the woods, to avoid the brutality of 
the soldiers, and were there seized and earned off. One man 
had the cruel mortiiication to have his wife and only daugher 
(achildof ten years) ravished. Anothergillof thirteen, wastakcii 
from her father's house, carried to a barn about a mile off, there 
dishonored, and afterward abused by live others. A most re- 
spectable gentleman in the neighborhood of Wood bridge, was 

* See ihe Jettert of a Loyalift, .^ \ 
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a]anne4 with the cries aad shrieks o£ a most lovely daughter; 
)ie found a British officer in the act of violating her, and iastaitt* 
Ijr put him to death. Two other officers rushed^ in .with t^evE 
/wsees, and fired twa halls into the father, who wa$ languishing, 
luider his wounds the beginning of January.* 

These eaornaities, though too frequently practised in'»t*i*»fF of 
jrar by the tnilitaryy un^less restrained by the sevei^st discipHiiCy. 
50 exasperated the people of the Jerseys, that they fjew 16 armi 
finiTiediately upoathe army's hurxying from. Trenton, and^forA^- 
ing themselves into parties,, they way-laid the men, and cut 
them off as they h^ opportunity-^ The militia collected. The 
Americans i» a. few days over-ran the Jerseys^ The arm.y was- 
forced from Woodbridge* Gen. Maxwell si;pprised Elizabeth-^ 
Town, and took near 100 prisoners, witli a quantity of ii)aggag^ 
J4ewai'k was^ abandoned- The royal troops were confined to th^ 
Ba?Jpw compass- of Brunswick and Amboy, both holding, an. 
i>j>en cemmunieatipa with New-York by water,. They cduld 
^ot evei^ stir out to forage but in large parties, which seldom re^ 
lurned without loss. [Jan, 20.] Gen.. Dickenson, with about 400* 
-mihtia and 50 of the Pennsylvania riflemen,, defeated fiear So* 
merset court-house^ on Millstone river, a foraging party of tkt 
enemy, of equal number ;. and took 40 waggons,, upward of 
.100 horses, beside sheep and cattle which they had colkwi^ 
They retreated with such precipitation that he could make .only 
nine prisoners -^ but they were observed to c^rry off many deatf 
;md wounded in light waggons^ The general's behavior reflects^ 
the highest honor upon him ;, for though his troops were all'r^w^ 
)ie led them through, the river middle deep, and gave the ene- 
my so severe a cl)arge, thfit although supported by three fielA- 
pieces, they gave way and left their convoy.. 

The whole country was now becpme hostile to the British arK 
l©y. Sufferers of all parties rose as one man to revenge thtit 
personal injuries and particular oppressions, and were the most 
titter and determiHcd enemies^ They who were incapatMe;^ 
bearing arms, acted as spies, and kept a continual watch, so that 
pot the smallest motion could be made by the royalists, without 
Its being discovered before it could produce the intended efiect 
This hostile spirit was encouraged by a proclamation of gejieiil 
Wiashington [JaB. 25.} which commands every person havmg^ 
^bscribed the declaration of fidelity to Great-Britain, taken tHc; 
paths of allegiance, and accepted protections and certtfio^^ 
fcom the commissioners, to deliver up the same, and take the oalfij 
©f allegiance to the United States ot, Aa:erica. li, grants how^ 

• Rcmcmbranccrj part lY. p- 307. " . 
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ver,.f«ll liberty to all such as prefer the interest ami protectioii 
of Great-Britain to the freedom and happiness of their country^ 
forthwith to withdraw themselves and families within the enei. 
rny's lines. But it declares, that all who neglect or refuse to com- 
Iply with the order, within thirty days from the date^ will be deem* 
cd adherents to the king of Great*Britain^ and treated as<:6mmoil 
enemies to these i\jnerican States. Some days before the procla- 
mation was issued, a number ef th^ Pennsylvaniamilitia, having 
served the time fixed upo*i, were desirous of returning, which was 
complied with, and the general took the earliest opportunity of 
returning his rnost heaily thanks to those brave meri^ who in th^ 
ftiost inclement season of the year nobly steppcid forth in defence 
of their country. He also acknowledged with pleasure the signal 
services done by the said militia; and with additional satisfaction; 
the good services of those battalions^ who determined to remaiii 
•with him after the expiration of their times pf service. The 
militia of Pennsylvania are notonly entitled to the hearty thanks 
of the commander ic^ chief, hut of the United States ; for great* 
ly through their instrumentality, the J^rseys^ have- been nearly 
recovered^ and a victorious and superior army been reduces! to 
«^t upon the defensive, as well as Philadelphia saved, and Penn- 
sylvania freed from danger. Nor wiJl gratitude forget the shari 
which gen. Mifflin had in exciting them to rise ia favour of pub- 
Ik liberty. 

Toward the end of January a plaa was farmed for taking Fort 
Independence, neat Kingsbridge^ and by so doing, to obtain a pas- 
sage into New- York island. About 4000 militia of the Massachu- 
'setts, Connecticut, and New-York states^ in four divisions, under 
generals Heath, Wo<ister, Parsons and Lincoln, were destined 
for the service. Gen. Heath was commander in chief. They 
marched, the division under Heath from White-Plains— under 
Wooster and Parsons from New-Rochclle^ — and under Lincoln 
from toward Tarry-town. All met on the heights about and near 
Kingsbridge. The fort had but a trifling garrison^ which coiild 
havemade no effectuaf resistance, had a vigorous'push been in- 
stantly made ; and the men were in spirits for tlie attempt. In 
this way only could it be carried, was defence sttempted, as ther 
-^fenericains had no other artifleiy than three field-pieces. Whh 
thes^e they fired a number of shots at? eighty or a hundred Hessi- 
^ii8,aad afew light-horse, who collected on the other sideof Haer- 
Jem river ; the Hessians were thrown into a momentary confusion, 
hut soon formed again. Gen. Heath demanded a surrender of the- 
fort, and threatened in case of non-compliance. The threat was 
disregarded. The troops were employed chiefly in picking up 
torie^ and in foraging and taking stores that had been in the posj 
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possession of the eneihy, till more artillery should strive, ^m 
Peek's-kJIl which a council of war had agreed to send for. AJ^yt 
nine days from the first appearance of the Americans before /roe 
fort, the artillery came to hand, and consisteci of one bras^ 24 
pounder, and two howitzers. I'he twenty-four pounder was fii;cd 
twice, wiien the carriage broke ; and a few shells were tlirowa 
without any execution. A great number of teams were then ein- 
ployed in carrying off forage, &c. Theqnemy whohad been re- 
inforced duringthese delays, sallied aut, but were repulsed : soon 
after the Americans retired, upon a report that SQrae ships were 
gone up the North-River. Gen Heath's conduct was censured 
by men of sense and judgment, who were with him on the expe* 
dition. It was fraught with so much caution, that the array was 
disappointed, and in some degree disgraced. His summons, ashe 
did not fuKil his threats, was idle and farcical, and tended to 
bring upon all of them the ridicule of their enemies. The XSe-^ 
Ticans suffered much from the weather, and not less from die 
failure of the expedition. Many of them afterward crossed &e 
North-River, and proceeded to Morristown. 

About the time this fruitless expedition convne need, and three 
days before gen. Washington's proclamation, plundering had be* 
come so prevalent among the American troops, that his exccTtea* 
cy had inserted in general orders — " The general prohibits;.both 
in the militia and continental troops, m the most possitive Xttsa^ 
the infamous practices of plundering the inhabitants, under Ae 
specious pretence of their being tones. It is our business to gve 
protection and support to the poor distressed inhabitants^ dot to 
multiply and increase tlieir calamities. After this order, any of- 
ficer found plundering the inhabitants under the pretence o(i$^ 
being tories, may expect to be punished in the severest manrfer. 
The adjutant general to furnish the commanding officer offish 
division with a copy of these orders, who is to circulate cdrfiej 
among his troops immediately." You will regret, that tvf ile 
the British and Hessians plunder the Americans upon the fttea 
of their being rebels ; these should plunder their own c&usfl^y- 
men upon the plea of their being tories. Humanity andjgjod 
sense should dictate a different line of conduct, frorii a belref^yat 
men of opposite sentiments may act conscientiously, whii^^- 
ing contrary parts in a civil contest. ^^ 

Near upon 2000 of the British went on a faraging party fi>fli 
Amboy. They attacked the American guards and drove ' 
five or six miles. When the latter were reinforced by gen. 
well, with about 1400 men, chiefly militia, the others ret 
with such precipitation, as to he able to return but twot j^es^ 
«ad kft behtttd tliem six of their men prisoners %^A two ^teid. 

Thus 
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Tbus ace the troops under iord CornwaHis watched, ^^iritcried, 
!and obliged to undergo the hardships of a most severe and uiiw 
"remitting duty ; though he has been strengthened by a brigade 
<^f British, and some companies of grenadiers and light infanti^y 
^Vom Rhode-Island. The order for these troops was sent to lord 
l^ercy, gen. Clinton being gone to England. Lord Percy did 
flQot immediately comply : but returned for answer, that the ene- 
€ny were collecting a large force near Providence, of which cir^ 
<cam$tance he supposes gen. Howe was unacquainted ; tliat ht 
<:hought it bis duty to represent this matter, /and to add, that h^ 
apprehended it would be dangerous to the &ervice there, to send 
^way so iarge a corps. Gen. Howe replied, that lord Percy krfew 
«hc consequence of disobedience of orders, trial by court marti- 
al, and certain sentence of being broke ; but that he was inchn- 
*€4 to showhis lordship all the indulgence that his services deserv- 
«ed, at the same time he insisted upon his orders being punctual- 
Jy obeyed. His lordship's feelings have been so hurt by this re* 
j>ly, that it is apprehendeji, he will not remain long in a situa- 
Cion that subjects him to gen. Howe. 

The American recruiting service went on most wretchedly. — 

The; returns which gen. Washington received frorrt different 

qu^tcrs, were of so extraoinlinary a natore, that he .suspected the 

most aboaiinable fraud and embezzlement of the pufaiic money. 

The accounts of desertion almost surpassed belief, and afforded 

' Jiim tlie highest probability that officers were tempted^ by the 

:grcat bounty allowed, to exhibit a number of pretended recriwts, 

that were never in reality inlisted. But the evil he complained 

of, was owing greatly to the prevailing method of iqlisting men, 

,viz^ the paying of them the bounty, and then- suffering them to 

gamble about the country, by which means they inhsted with 

half a dozen officers. Instead of being formidable by the middle 

of March, he wrote, (March 6.] ** After the fifteenth, Vv-hengcn. 

Lincoln's militia leave us, we shall only have tlae remains oi the 

iive Virginia regiments, who do not amount altogether lo more 

than five or six hundred men, a«d two of the other continentjl 

battalions very weak. The rest of our army is composed of 

. - small parties c>f militia fronv this state and Pennsylvania ; and lit* 

^tle dependence can be put upon the militia, as they come and g4» 

when they please. If the enemy do not move it wiU be a mi- 

t^Ig ; BOthing but ignorance of our nuttibers, and situatkni, caa 

p^tect us," He has since owned, that during the latter part of 

this last winter, he and his- army have remained at the mercy of 

the royal troops, with sometinifes scarcely a sufficient body of 

«aen to moi^nt the ordinary guards, liable ^very moment Co be 

dissipated, if -the eiveii&y had only tb<^ught.prc>pq; to march 2u 

*yj)h. II. Y V ' gainst 
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^inst^thiem. The general's whole force, incloding fSiiaid^^ 
Morristown and the several out-posts, amounted c«tefvto^'ii«t 
inore <!ito^ 1500 men ; and it has bcefl asserted, upon Bf^mtitltf 
^ood authority, that he repeatedly could not muster inoFC'^^ 
Morrfstown than between thisee and four hundred* 4» ^lidt^- 
officially iipon the .subject totliegovernor and council ofCeAn^e*^* 
^cut the rcpresefitatkwi he gave of affak^ drew tears froiB tftt^ 
eyesof those who heard the letter wad. i^While gen. Wstshmg^ 
ton waS'flt this low ebb with his anny, gentlemen of-five thouw 
sand pounds 'fortune or more, and ntany others who wejpe ^nrif' 
of substance, ^ough not e^uat-to that, did duty as^entio«ls;-KP 
'his doors and elsewhere. • , - ' :,.i 

. Though gen. Howe^maSie mo^capital -stroke at the conni!iaA<t^ 
in-chief of the Americans*, yet he concerted an operation ^^nsc 
the post which geti.^M'Dougall occupied, ^nd where acdnsidci!*^ 
able quantity of proyfeions and stores was deposited. A detack^*^ 
inent of 500 men tinder-^col. Bird was convoyed by the Bro^f 
iiigate to Peek-Vkiil, nearftfty raifes^ fron> New- York. '^Fi^ 
landed on the 23d of March. -As the general bad but 3SO tne# 
fe for diily, iosted^of^OO^to guaid the placoy^hich lay m a kw* 
torn and was not -tenable, he fired the principal store-houses, aiwfr 
then quitted *^the town in order to -occupy the iaip^wtant pa»-' 
through the highlands, on the east side of 4l>e*Tiver, about tw#^ 
miiesand a half distant. The fire rendered useless the only whatf ' 
where it was practicableto embark the remaining stores in c<h>* 
venienttimc, which isade -it expedient io -destroy the greater-' 
part. Col. Bird having done it, andhearinff a reinforcement wa§^ 
expected by <tbe Americans^ re*embarkea the same day^ Th*- 
Joss of rum, molasses, flour^ laiscuit,. pork, beef, wheats oatti^ 
hay, tallow, iron pots, 0ELmp kettless canteens, towis, nails^ ^^^ag^ 
gens and €arts,.baiTa€ks,^ store-houses, sloops and pettiau^ers-li^ 
den with provisions, was very •eonsicterable, far beyond what^li^ 
given out hy the Americans, though not of that importance an4^ 
magnitude, as to answer the expectations of gen^ Howe. O^it 
Washington had repeatedly guarded the comoussary ogaia^ ^m 
fcringany large quantities of provisions to lie near the wa^»'« Jti^ 
such places as were accessable to the onemy's shipping i. inrtbl^^ 
iiad not been propedy attended to* • 'hm 

- The want ofmuskets occasioned a^lelay i« forwardin^tbo^isAi^ 
troops from the Massachusetts : but many of themUitia trom tkMfe^ 
state were persuaded to remain at Morristown for some wcdHi^ 
longer than the fixed time of service. Fifteen hundred of '^^^ 
new troops would have been upon their niJ&ch, but the geaeitf* 
court could not supply them vrith arms. The perplexity occu^ 
'SiOfted by this ckcuaastancc was^owev^ of.sb^tcontinuMeti' 
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%fk .Ibe4ay ^ its commencement or the following, a vessel of 
^Mfteco^^tts b<m\ France airived at Portsmouth with 3$4rcas65^ 
aioatawin^: 11^9^7 stand : she bad also on boar-d a tbousaod^b^s-* 
mJs of powder, 1 1 ,000 gUD>£ifils^ 4d baleS' ^f woolkBs, ami ^ 
smi^ <|ua]itity of handketThiefs, cottons, liaeAs, and mother arti*. 
t^j&^,Ck>fi£res&were^uz»dera sifnikr^distr«s^ with4jbe Massachu^ 
a*tt» ge«eraiiCourt,.a» to Aeiproouping of arnj^^foc' gen. .Wa^- 
lAg^tiOi^'s army ; but obtained a simiiar^i^ief,* by the arnvalof a« 
viQSseiy [Match* 24.] wkb M),000 stdndv beside. a< great number^ 
qfgwn4ocks. These seasonable ariivak will furnish -an ^uziple- 
sijipply;af*arna&u: tKe main idifficuhy will now be to get men to- 
use them. Dr. Eranklia- azrived, at Naot^.tber I3;h o£. Do^ 

i-^'XhiQ^briBiancy.oftlise successes, wliich have attended^hc Amew 
wwi|Hariny.sin€e*kstChristmaS;, and ,tbeir roost happy conseqwen-^ 
Cds^ in <jhanging the complexion of the times, must raise the cha-» 
i||0t^of gen. Washington ashighly in Europe as it iKid done in 
A^s^^;ski and may lead sang^iinc; spirits, who are strangers to* 
t|i»0/r£aicir6umfitance^ o£ the Csountry^ta imagine that he will. 
S0Qm be able to^-dri»e*all., before him ; .bnt;it wiii require his ut-: 
rm0&t abilities to act in^so defensive amanner^ a&ttx secure him-* 
sejf fixmi^injacy;.and altbe^same tinaeirustratethe offe«sive plans, 
irftbe^ enemy.:. He. is- indeed to have the assistance of^ body of 
c^»al^,« which will be of considerable? advantaga ^ 

-You will scarce think it beneath remarking,. tiiat when ihp^ 

^yal acmy bad possessedthenaselyes of the Jerseys, and tiie Ame-;- 

ricaa ^airs were at the lowest ebb^ there was iiot a. single state,' 

©K^apital town or, city (if^not wholly in, the. power «of the encr-. 

iMi) that made advances towardsubmisaioa. Bnt in < the n^nth. 

Of . Jftnuaiy^ the tories. rose to a great head,, in the counties of^ 

Somerset and Worcester, in tiie state of Maryland ; so. that ia- 

ibe beginning, of FeWuary, the cangress were obliged to employ, 

aCiverai .battalions (before they, could m^rch forward, to join* g45n*. 

Washington) in 3iipp«e3sing tbeitiga^gent^.. 

^ Committees, irom^tjbe £dur. New^Eng-kndstates^had ajrxet^ 

UIg. ;.siace wliich their. proceedings. were laid heforer congress ;. 

a&ditbe last Iwive resobed, [Feb. l^.J/V-Thattheplanfonreg^u^. 

lating the price of labolT'of mamifactUEes> and internal produce 

witbiii those states,, and of goods imported feam foreign parts, 

«?Bcept: military stores^ be referred to.the consideration of tlie- 

other United States ; and that it be recommended to them to^ 

adopt such measures, as they 4iall thiii most expedient to remejdy 

tbe eftls occ:4sioned by the. present fluctuating and exorbitant 

prices of the articles aforesaid ;-^Thiittfor this purpose it he re-^ , 

c»nmended ta th^e^legislfttto^, or, io t^eir re^^is^ t^ the ^^lec^ 

..-; tive 
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6«c pO!0f«rs of the states of New-York^ New-Jersey, VtnMfimt^ 

i>U, Del;iware» Maryland and Virginia, ta appoint cooMQbsioar^ 

crs to meet at, Yojjktown in Pjeonsylvaiib, on the third Mpnda;^ 

in March next, to consider of and form a system of regulatio« 

adapted to. those states, to ^ laid before the respective Icgiak- 

tures of eajch states, for their approbation ;— rThaJt for the ISccv 

purpose . it be recommended to the legislatures, or execulinrm 

powers in the recess of the legislatures of the states o€Noi?tb-Caw 

rolina, South-Garolina and Georgia, to appoint coiiimis8i0ciei« 

to meet at Charlestoa m South-Carolina on the first Monds]^ 

in May next.'? Some of the New-England states had passed ac» 

for regulating prices,, before these resolutions. . « . . ** 

On the 27th, co^ress adjourned to meet at Philadjcdplwfc 

the following Wednesday. Before adjourning they recoiM 

mended to the several states, the passing of laws.to piit aatop»tdi 

the distaiing of grain* • -* 

. Congress having dismissed doctor Samuel Stringer^ divctibait 

#£ the hospital in the northern department of the army,, (al tha 

mme day they dismissed. Dr. Morgan), gen.. ScuyJer tooku-cfii 

fence at it, and elcpressed Jiimself unguardedly in some offhctt 

<)fficial ktters :: upon thatxit. was " Resolved, [Maiv 15*] Tteft 

as congr^s proceeded to the dismission jof Dr.. Stringer^ upom 

teasons satisfactory to themselves, gen. Scuyler ought.tohavo 

known it to be hh duty to have acquiesced therein :-*iTJiatih8 

aiggestixm in gen^ Scttyler'5 letter to congress, that it v/as a com^ 

pliment due to him to have been advi^d of the reasonsLof Dm 

Stringer*s dismission,, is highly derc^tory to the honor o£ con* 

gress ;. and that the president be desii*ed to acquaint gen. Sday^ 

ier,that it is expected his letters for the future, be written in. a 

style more suitable to the dignity of the representative body af 

these free and independent states, andtohis own character of thck 

officer :: — ^Resolved, That it is altogether improper and iB6op<* 

sisterit with tlie dignity of this congress, to interfere in disputes. 

subsisting anu)»g tbeofficers of the army, which ought to he sefr 

tied, unless they can be otherwise accommodated, in a cotot. 

martial, agreeable to the rules of the arijiy ; and that the express 

sion in gen. Scuyler's letter of tlie fourth of February^—'* 'juhat 

lie confidently expected congress would have done him th^ jasf" 

tice, which it was in ^eir power to give, and which he humbfy 

conceives they ought to have done"-^were to say the ieaat^ '^ 

^advised and highly indccent*^"- .3 

[Jan. 24.] *' Resolved, 1 hat gen. Washington be informed 
that it never was the intention of congress that he should hB 
feound by the majority of voices in a council of war contrary 10^ 
Jus own judgment;--=-ThatthecQmnwnd€^in^hief in cveirj^jd^ 

- partraent 
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pMFtmefit bt made arquainted, that though ha may coitdult thtf- 
general. officers mwterhim, yet he is not boundby their opmio»; 
hit ought finally to dhect every measure according to his owa 
jedgment.^* 

in the month of January gen. Howe discharged* all the p»-* 
tales who. were prisoners in New-York. Great complaint** 
WQsetBade of thie horrid usagethc Americans met witfi after they 
wer* captuied* -The ganisoa of t ort Washington surrendered: 
fer capitulation to gen. Howe tlie J 6th of November. The terma 
wef6, that the fort shoaid.be surrendered, tire troops be consi- 
dered prisoners of war, and that the American officers should 
keep their baggage and side arms. 'J'hese articles were signed, 
and aiberward published in the New-Yotk. papers. Major Otho 
Holland Williams^ of Rawhiigs's rifle regiment, in doing hi* 
duty that day, unfortunately fell into the hands of the cniimyJ 
The haughty, imperious deportment of the officers, iifid the in* 
^i^iit scurrility of the soldiers of the Britisli army si>on dispell- 
ed: his Iiopea of being treated with lemty* Many- of the Ame^ 
iiimn^'(^&cers were plundered >of tlieir baggage and robbed d# 
theitiStde arms, hats, cockades, &c, and otlierwise grossly ill* 
Ifeated, He and three companions were (on the third day) put? 
on^board Hiq Baltic Merchant^ an hospital ship, then lying in* 
IheSai^nd; The wretchedness of his situation was in some dt-^' 
gree^aileviated by a -small pittance of porkatid parsnip, which 3f 
good natured sailor spared liim from his own mess. The fourtb^ 
^y .of their captivity, Rawhngs, Hanson, M*lntire, and him- 
self, all wounded officer^, were put into owe common dirt cart*' 
and dragged through the city of New-York, as Objects of deri* 
$i9mr reviled as reiaels, and^ treated with tlie utmost contempt' 
irom tlie cart they were^ set down at the door of an old wasid^ 
iause (the remains of Hamden-hall) near Bride wei l,which because 
offthe openness and fiUhinessof the place, he had a few m6nthd 
before refuscdas barracks for his privates j but now was willing 
laaccept for himself and friends, in hopes of finding an inter- 
session of the fatigue and persecution they had perpetually suf- 
-feared; Son>e provisions were issued to the prisoners in the af- 
ieraoon of that day ^ what quantity he could not declare ; but it 
was of tiie w(a^ quality he evei , tit! then, saw hiade use of. He 
^to informed the allowance consisted of six ouncesof pork, one 
pound of biscuit and some peas per day for each man, ^ftd twa 
bushels and a half of sea-coal per week for the officers, to eacK 
'!iire-place. » These were admitted on parole, aiid liwcd generally 
ia waste houses. The privates, in the coldest season of the year,' 
were ck)se confined Unchurches, sugar-hous€s and othi?r open 
toiWings (which admitted ailkinds^of vveather and co^isequewC^ 
Q-. h iy 
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It were sabjecte^ to the severestkind of perscciidoirthat4:^9fiMM« 
iprtunatc captives suffered. Officers .were insuJted, aod< oftcn^ 
struck . for atteptiog to afford . somes of . the JBi&erabk. fnvstUmi^ 
small relief. In about three weeks he was able to walk, andatjufi 
himself a.witness of the extreme wretchedness hisxountrjws^fli 
suffered.. He could notdescribe tbeii: misery*. Tiieir^coiistt^l^ 
tions were not equal to the rigor of the treat mexit they sec€sitied#f 
and the conSG<}ueDce was. the death of many^ hundreds.. iTke* 
officers, were .not allowed to take muster^rolis^. nor.ew^i to.^^i$its 
their men, so that it was impossible taascertain thesuoiberSiMiiil^ 
perished;, but from^ frequent reports and his owiv.obseFigatiQPV} 
he verily believed,, as well as had heard many officers giveic^ai^ 
their opinion, that not less than fifteejiiiundred prisoners peasb<<t 
edin tlie course of a few weeks inthe city.of Nesp-Ypfk, vy^ 
that this dreadful mortality was principally owing tpthetwimHlfr' 
provisions and extreme cok)^. If they computed ^tOQ ^f^i^-}^ 
xQust be asccibed to the shocking, hrutakro^nner of IrealiDf tb^i- 
dead bQdies»^ aiuJ not to any desire of exggger^ng^ the ac€5otia£ft 
of their sufierings.. When, the king's ^commissary of pn$Q9er«i 
intimated to some of the American. oncers, gcn^ Honge'viatqani 
tion of sendii^the privates borne, on parole,,, tlieyatteasnesliit 
desired it^ a paper was signed expressing that desire ;^the.i«aM»ar 
ipr s^nii^ was, th€;y w^ll knew thC'efFecls of a Jongec poofirtB* 
mcnt ; and the great numbers that died when on parole, juslK&cdft 
their pretensions to that knowledge; la January alntdst.att^tMf 
officers were sent to,Long4sland on. parole,, and. there bittetedi 
on the inliabitants at two dollars per w^k.* / ..... x\y. 

The filtli in the churches (in consequence of fluxesj^ waA^^M^ 
yond description.. Seuen-dead have bee^i s«n in one of ^l^ra^^ 
at the same time> lying among the excrements of. tbeiv^bodkik' 
The British soldiers were full of their low. and insulting-^>liii^«n»* 
those occasions, but less, malignant than thetories*. Tliepto^Kt^i^ 
sion dealt out to the prisoners was. not sufficient fotS'the soppoficL 
of life ; and was deficient in qoantity^ tf^ore so in.qualitf . . . 'Hier- 
bread was loathsome and not fit to. be eaten,, and was thoughl tem 
have been condemned. Th^ allowance oimeat wasitrifli»g,ja*l** 
of the baser sort 7 he consequence was, .a inrpirinn nf ipfrdr* 
meditated and systematical plan to destroy the youths o£timfaini|^ 
. thereby to deter the country. The integrity of .these ^sofiiatti^jp 
prisoners ,was hardly credible. Hundreds submitted to dei«f^ 
rather tlian enlist in. the British-service, which they vf^tt toMbtJ 
generally pressed to do. It was the opinion of the Ameai^d- 
i)fficers that gen. Howe perfectly understood the conditi<Jn*4^ 
• The majors letter to col Harrifon, on« ot gen. W4ifai9gtoii*i^fterel«ri«kQ* 
afkr being exchanged for maior Aclvi4* . ^ « . ,. ^ ^ ^-^i^ f 

the 
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4te;f»iv^te scMdi^s ; and they from'tl>ence"argU5ed, thaft it wui 
-f^H^fly sOch as be and his councrl had devised. After generii 
Wa^hfngton^s success in the Jerseys, the cd^uracy and itjalevo- 
itntG of the royalists subsided m some measure. The surviving 
^is^wsiei-s wefe ortiered to be sent out for an exchange; but se-. 
-venrixJf ihem fell <io wa dead^ia the streets^ while atcempting tt> 
iivifcilk to the *v^ssds.**^ 

; *ften. Washington wrote to gen. liowe ifithebegmmng of April, 
**< It "is a fac^ not to be questioned, that the usage ot' our prison- 
iCi^ whileia -your possession, the priA^ates aft teast, was^ucli as 
"odtild not *be 'justified. This was .pvoclaimed by the cone ufi^nt 
^tfC^fiKm-y of aJi who came out. I'heir appeaVance sanctified 
Ae assertion, and hieiancboly experience, in the speedy deatlt 
of B large part of them, -stamped it wkh kfelUble cevtaiftty,^ 
The cruel treatia&nrt of t^e prisoners bei»g the subject of cott^ 
'vfersatiou am»ng sotne officers captured ^y Sir Guy Carkton," 
-getl. Parsons, who^as of the cen>patty, said,'^' I am very glad^ 
-of it," ; st'feey expressed their astonishraeAt, and desired hinl 
•to^^i^kin iiimseif. Me thus addressed them. *^ Yoa have been 
<afee»by gen.<;arleton, and h^ has**sed you with grtat huma- 
^ity*j would you be inclined to fight again.st hitH?'* Tlic an- 
iswer was^«. '•^So,^ added Parsons, ** would it- have been, 
'hadithe troops ^ken by Howe 4>cen treated in like manner ; hut' 
'oi&v^i&ivOugb his cruelty, we shall get ahotlier army.'^ I'he hon-: 
Wlltiain Smith, 'esq. f. now iit Haverstiaw, learning how the 
Btitish^ used thie prisoners, and concluding it. would operate to' 
•that end by en raging the Araericaiis, applied to tlic ''committee of 
^tfee'.New-ifotfk, state, for 4eave to go into the city, and remon- 
%s|^J© with the British upon such cruel treatn^ent, which he doubt- 
^>i»^^ut that he should put a stop to. The comiuiaee, how- 
•ever, eitker A^oni knowing what effect the cruelties would hav^? 
4ftsti«ngthening.the opposition to Britain, Or from jealousies cv: 
Jifa'bei»g in soiae other way of disservice to the American cause, 
HWTffroHa these united^ would tiotgraat his reqiiest. Gen. Gates 
*has been repeatedly heard to say to the following purport^ — 
^^iiard gen. Howe seen to it, that the prisoners and Jersey inha- 
<hitaii^, when subdued, were treated with as much humanity 
>aj|a? khidness as Sir Guy Carleton exercised toward his prisonU 
«r^ k'iveuld have been all up with the Americans.** 

nThe congress coiiimissioners for ueating with the Indians* of 
riie'^ Nations^ and tkeii- brethren on the Susquehanha, luvt 

j*, Sw col. Alien '• panapKlcu; and alfo th« bSn. William Heory Drayton** 
poblication ai 'Philadelplua, Oct. »4, 1778, ultLcU-J Iv ihv" c^^maiilTiOiitr^ 
'CartHl^i Cmirtbwiui^ fiden. ^ , 

t Siacc ippQiatcd chi«l j«fticc of Canid^, 
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i*r« .The history ot -th* {J.J^.Vl-^ 

had repeated jncctings with them. Tbcy had one. the last Ai^ 

gust at the German Flats ; when Adam, an Oghuaga Sac!i^|i 

made mention of the line that was settled between the Indias6 

and whites at the treaty at Fort Stanwix ; and observed, that 6y 

the agreement the whites were not to encroach upon their landij 

but that of late some gf the White people had made encxpsjci- 

ments, by surveying their hunting grounds, close up to thctr 1a^ 

Imitations. He desired the commissioners to consider it,"^nj 

hoped for redress* They assured the Indians, that the great cobV- 

icil ^t Philadelphia would effectually put a stop to such Wickeii 

practices, and punish every person that .should offend agUi^ 

theii: orders. *' If -any persons (say they) shall come upon yoii 

iands, we desire you.wiil immediately bring them to the nriini- 

5ter, that he may write down their names, and inform us ofil^ 

and then we shall immediately proceed against them. Brothcxii 

you may ail rest assured, that no white people will h^ suffcrf^l 

to pass the lin^ settled at Fort Stanwix ; for although, that agf^* 

xnexit was made with thv king, yet as you are satisfied with iCW 

shall take, care that it is conipdied with.*' Since then, som<j or^ 

Indians have complained of a nuq:iber of people who have g^g^ 

jovei* the line, and settled on the west branch of the Susquoh^^^i^ 

contrary to the Fort Stanwix treaty, and threatened they v7o5|l 

not suffer them to stay. The people have not any legal claim ft 

the ground in the opinion of the commissioners ; who suppAic 

that col. Butler, upon coming to Niagara, seized upon this^flair 

as a fit instrument to foment a difference. But the differei^ 

it is hoped, will be prevented by a late treaty at Eastoa, whujk 

tended February the sixth, to mutual satisfaction. Hie commlfc. 

sioners say, *' We remember the agreement at Foil StarijB^ 

Our people ought not to have bought, and your people Hpti* 

have sold lands contrary to the former agreement. We bia' 

both. We will tell this matter to congress, who will enquir^l 

not 3uffer the old agreement to be broken by any of their'^ 

pie. They will call tlic intruders back, and do strict justice tp 

both sides.'* The Indians seemingly mean to adhere steadilyfo 

their engagements of neutrality ; and absolutely protest agaf^ 

either the enemy raaiching through their country by waj:;« 

Niagara, to attack the United States, or the army of the1&»r 

jnarchlng that way to attack dieir enemy. ''^^ 

The Americans wt^re not in readiness to begin their iravaf SS* 

.tilities at a distance from their own coasts till late in the last^W. 

That circumstance however, was of no great dis^d vantage,, % 

reason of an unexpected occurrence:. The discovery 6f %Jbi- 

tended conspiracy among the negroes of Jamaica, * detaiii^F^c 

fleet till after the customai;y time of sailing. Through^ th5^/<y«fn- 
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lX^t^,'1t salted at a scascm that was accompanied widi muth tern* 
3ptstu6us weather, which Scattered the ship*, and exposed them 
lo siich American cruisers, as lay in wak for them in the latitudies 
throQghwhich they were to pass in their voyage homeward. The 
epnsiequence Was, that many of tiiccn were taken by th^Ameri- 
<:&li privateers. The trade fromtheJ other islands suflfetcd pro* 
^bmoaably ; so that by the close of the year, the British ioss tigi 
^captures, exckislve of transports and government store-ships, was 
Itonsiderabl^ higher than a miMion sterling. The privateers were 
"at vjio 4rfficulty as to the disposal of theii- prizes* The ]>ort5 of 
J-rahce and Spain especially the first, were open to them, both 
in JEurope, and in their American dominions. In tl>e Jast the 
captors sold them openly, witliout any colours of disguise. Oa 
Remonstrances from tlie firitisth court, a tittle more decorum was 
^observed in Europe, and a cJieck given to the avowed sate of 
ihem,; for a while they were obliged to quit the harbours, and 
wete purchased at'the eniranic IcrfJn'the wfinf. But in the West- 
India islands the real inclinations of the French were uodbguised. 
*3riiey not only purchased the prizes as fast as they could be 
•fcriijgbt into port.; ihey moreover fitted our privateers, under 
Xpierican colours and commissions, and witli ;i f^w American 
-seamen ^on board (at times probably not any) carried on a war 
JOpori the British commerce.' . . 

^JThough many have been the captures made by the ships and 
armed vessels of the British navy, tibey have not counterbalanced, 
Either in number or value those taken by the Americans from 
Great-Britain- Several of them indeed were laden with flour, 
and other articles for the trade in the West-Indies ; and so pi^o^ 
•ved a timel'y relief to the Britiiih islands, which were suffering 
touch, through the depravation they lay under, of those variou3 
;^ujpplies with wliich they had been before furnished from tlie 
American ci>ntinent. 

The ministerialists at New- York will undoubtetily amuse the 

nattion with accounts of tlie thousands, who have formed them- 

.selves into military corps under the auspices of gen. Sir William 

Sowe, as be is now to be stiled from tlie honor conferred upoa 

'iiiifli, for his success on Long-Island. But when the campaign 

cbmes to be opened by Sir William, you will find thattliey are 

induced to hundreds ; and tliat the'acquisition of strength derived 

*ir#fla the country, whatever llattering appearance it may haveyp- 

, CHa paper, is no wise answerable. to ttie report. Governor Tryoa 

' Xli4^ ^ parade in black and vrhitebefbte lord George Germain, 

* witn his two thuosand nine hundred and seventy inhabitants 

^^Kew-Yoiic, Who hkve 4tiafified by taking an oath of allegitnce 

ii^j^elitj to ius majesty. By the aid of the mayor, be may ItK 

T5t. -il. ' Z crease 
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creas^diem to three thousand and twenty. Hemayad^ltieutui^ 
ff»^cd on Staten-f stand and elsewhere^ and make the wk^tciti' 
mount to five thousand six hundred Hien. He niay also tell t^^lfi 
t<jyal inhabkants of Queen's county, who have rece>v6iLeq|ft 
Hundred stand of arms, with demonstrations of joy# and wfthA 
professed resolution to- use them in defence of the islaad^^- 4Ui, 
the^service thejr will be of to government^ in tlie gieat Aiaerkm 
<:on test, will be next to notigbt. :^i.. ^-r 

The Georg*M representatives, met in convention, unaniiasous^ 
agreed in k constitution for that state, on the 5tli of f ^uray^ 
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ZoTubrnf June 7> iVSlb'* 

FaiEifD (5v ' : -'.-^ 

MR. Sayre sued lord Rochfordy in Ac court of €oi^D# 
Plcas> about thfs time twelvemonth, for illegal impmoi^. 
went; the jury granted him a thousand pounds damages^sul^eit 
to tfie opinion of the court upon a point of law* 1 kos eadedr 
ah affair^ whiek in the coi&mencement occasioned a great bisstip 
among the people. . * 

An' unaccountable indiiFevence possessed the natioa, lhroii|pi 
the last summer^ When at length the American cruisenfrBot 
j0bly scoured the Atlantic, but spreading over the Eiurbptm 
seas, brought alarm and hostility to our doors — -when the. d<i* 
struction which befel the homewai?d bound richly la^n Vfedt^ 
iildia fleets,^ poured equal l:uin upon the planters in the isi»id% 
and the mercnants at'bDme-^-even in tliat state of public lo^ wmA 
private distress^ an unusual phlegm prevailed,, and the ^ame ttiM»* 
quii countenance wa& preserved, by those whohad.nQtypt^p«N 
taken of the calamity^ i^ 

Admiaiatr^tion had acquired siuch an appearance of irtaMli^ 
as seemed to render them, for some considerable time^jLa^coaii^ 
Superior to the frowns of fqrtune. Supported by am iJiiBhtia 
We majority in parlianieitly they were already armed witb i 



* See Ills Utter p«Uifiied ill lUs OiSCttOt tni ill tk« Rqawwlwi» 
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^h iwdr Hftrf ch theyVere capable ofdesiring for the est^bUshnicht 
4f tbeiv American system. But the concUict of the French and. 
£^^aiuards ' gave them }ust cause of alarm;— ^— The French jand 
S{m»i^ ministry aot only conmved at the. eocoutageni^nt gi^ca 
to^tive American privateers^ fcwt filied the ports^ both king- 
4liftbis Hi^hiSuch indications as^ denoted that objects of far higher 
MaA tgmre dangerous importance were in contemplation* The 
naval preparations carried on by the house of Bourbon, became 
ii^ Jengtbsa farmrdable,^ that sixteen British ships of the line were 
*udda»ly put into commission ;^^ [Oct. 25.,] and th£ unusual me^ 
thods taken for manning them by a very hot unexpected press, 
and the opening bouses^ of rendezvous for such seamen, as 
nvould enter voluntarily upon the proffered bounty. Some 
days after a proclamation was issued for a general fast through 
England and Wales, to be observed the ISth of December fol- 
lowing. 

The news o£ gdr. Howe's success? on Long-Island, gave the 
Wghest satisfaction to administration, and the strongest hopes of 
the tnost decisive good con^quenccs. The messenger of the. 
opirtati;oos had been .but two days in London^ before a title and 
Jwdge of lionor was bestowed upon the genera}.-' 
. On the last of October, the sessionot parliament was opened. 
^3Ehe«ayfll«peeGh seemed to breathe ifidignatieyi. and resentment 
^«gamfit the peopletof America; and the receipt.of assurences of 
twaiity from thesevecalcourts of Europe was still acknowledged. 
3Mi©n the address of the house. of commons in. answer to it: was 
tpnadiieed,;an amendment was. naoved for by ky4 Jpbn Caven- 
dish, and supported by a speech perhaps the most remarkable of 
j^fiy that hadheen deli^eued wnce thexiftamencement of the trou- 
bies^for the irecdonj and pointedness with? which it was express* 
'«tk^Jtefttcred into a comprehensive view of tlie conduct of the 
British ministry respecting America ^ andapproached them with 
-fe« pitrsuits of schemes farmed for thered uc tipn; and tjhastisement 
.•rf;a partyi supposed to^consistof some inconsiderate and.faqtious 
i«WB^ but wliich had in the issue^ driven thirteen large coiomes 
-kiJbo anopenaind armed resislance. tvecy act of padiament, it 
•^Sttili, proposed as a mean of procuring peace and submission, had 
proved, on the contrary, a new cause of opposition and hostiii- 
Jtfu.Shie nation wasnow almost inextricjably involved in a bloody 
.wii eccpensive ' civil war, which threatened to exWust the 
-strength «f the British dominion*, and to lay them open to the 
>^B3Qst deplorable caiamitiea. No hearing had been given to the 
i:eiterated petitions of the colonies, nor any ground laid for a re- 
€4Mci^lti0nv the commissicMiers nonuoiai^d. for the purpose of 
restoring peace, not being, furnished with sufficient poweas t» 
biffi^Sibout so desirable an end. It observed, that it must have 

been 
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Been eirpected, d^tthe A«iericafi sfeanicit and firfiermeft, ^o w y 
iodtscriminately prohibited from the peaeeahte-excffeis^ of Alw 
occupations anddeclared open enemies, would betakelhe0»«l^r«fi 
t|0 pkinder, and wreak therr vengeance on the eoiofnarce oii 
Creat-^Britain^ After a variety: ^rf^ther obfetvationSy it 0&ma 
eluded withdedaring— '^ We sboold look with the utmost i^Hiid^ 
and horror, upon any events Aat would tend to break Ihe 6]pi«tr 
of any part of the British nation, ami' to bowthem to atrabjEci;^ 
unconditional submi^ion to any power whatsoever ^ ta aimmk^ 
their libertres, and to subdue^hem to seivUepdncipiedanxipasii 
SBPe haMtSi by the force of foreign mercenary arms';.^hec3Busi5 
amidst the; excesses and abuses which have happened,. wemoK^ 
respect the spirit and principles operating in these* conmto* 
tions^ Our wish is to regulate, not .ta destroy ikent ;::fia% 
though diiFering in some circumstances; those^ery^prinoipiles^CTi*^ 
dently bear so exact an analogy with those which support the wiam 
valuable part of our own constittition^ tfiat it isinkposraW^^waiii* 
any appearance of justice, to think of wholly ^xtirpaCif}§^tM«tf 
by the sword,^ in^ any part of the British domimons,.withMliadb 
milting consequences^ and establishing precede^nts^ the mxjs&dafVtf 
gerous to the liberties of thi& kingdom.'* Debates.pro and^coib 
succeeded. It was the same in the house of lords, where the ro^ 
speech underwent ^ no less severescrutiny. Since the de^iaratSottf 
of independence, the debates in parliament are]essintei%3tti^jC9 
the Americans than formerly, brevity in the account €d tb&Oi. 
will therefore be most acceptable. The opposition said-r^*i Whm 
cah ministers mean by assurances^ of foendiy and pacific^seatk^ 
ments from abroad ? Poor politicians must they be,, whotdependtt^ 
upon such assurances^ inUie best of tin^s^ feom thoseuicrarteeii 
whence they now come. Old grudges are not so easily forgattoi^ 
and this nationhas ^^very thing, to apprehend feom these tor whom 
it has done so much mischief in;the last waiv Resentment anRif 
ambition will go on hand in band: upon thisr oc^asron^ and? vfi0 
not lose so fair an opportunity of revenger ^s tiiat vi^ick^open^ 
edby this fatal quarrel between Great'-Britain and hear cokams0 
Tlie preparations, of those powers who speak so?&ie»dlyi»kii«t 
guage are no secret ; their pa^iality to the An:%ericans^sbDiff£tbiMrf 
intentions to this country ; their encouragement to thefRiTateei^ 
which are capturing the Briti^ merohantmeny is;.asum€^itt^cas^ 
nest of the designs that are uppermost !» their cau»cxls> and^isi 
but ^prelude to what we are to expect, as soon as circumstanoest 
have brought their plans to maturity. A war witfe thcwlmte 
iKiuse of Bourbon^ and perhaps witli other powers, w^ be^Jh^ 
inevitabie consequence of conttmnng hostilities in Aai^ca;^ftt 
s4ch a war at pres^it, will na longer' cesembk thQs&Jw&e Jban9 
formerly waged with the princes of that family. Powerful as they 

were 
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.it^h«t timCy they win Stall be naiuch rawe forraidalde nov 
^tJwe^sU^ngth of Amerijca will be tbrowniiMto their scale^. It 
itBfSOJCjpwifuly but a Jrue reflection, .that one bal£ of the British 
^MiQOi.is become '4n iastruoient in: tlier hands o£ our natural mgg^ 
nm^f with which most effectually ta ^distress the other, fanpelt 
eih .iH^i^«th£se Client reaaons> it is the duty of evevy^ nsaa wha 
6»l» them, to oppose; an adckessvapproving of naeasures^which 
Jiwst^r' if persisted ioy tcrmiuaie ia calamities that will give suck 
cbadLy! ;jrounds to Britain,, as may prove incuiable, and bring 
het to suchajstate of debility as will, from one gi the* first pow* 
cs»iiir the world, .redtxce her to hold but a secondary, raafc among 
tlu!D^£Ltn»peftii nations." 

^AlEbaini^t^ation urged in favor of the address--r" Nothing is re- 

cmtirpeoded by it that tends to oppose the Amcricaas ; no more id 

]^e«|aired ef them thiutai^eturA to the same ohedieace which o 

very other Sii]^ect is bound to pay. I& it consistent, with tbe wis<« 

4im^q£ > Hh^ nation^ tA throw awa^F tlic fruit& of the infinite c^rea 

s(nd<4topeQces it has:be^owedupoii the xokmies, while any hope 

jcfiteaMSv of reclaiming them iis}m.thQir defection ? To give them 

|if>^,wUlbe to resign the wealth-, the strength and the importaBca 

oi"Gi»at-BTitaitt;. tliese are evidently at stake in, tlic present con* 

t^t; should site :bsue of it be contrary to what is hoped^by aU 

WBelti:>3?mhers to tfaeii- country, its fall anddpgradation wiH be the 

JtOc^saxryconsequ&Rce. The.seaajn for argutngis over. The Ame> 

HPSLOS bav£.bid US defiamce, and are become our. enemies.; tbiS: 

sm0J^dr is theafoaretOf decide; it is now to. he. seeawbethet^ w^, 

caasrecjiicethsemto obedience by superior force* It is time to a^ 

^rt:OQr mttional:dig(iky and sup^oimcy ; we are id' fnil streng^- 

agaAi'mgoXy the resources of the qoun^y a^far fwm. bofng ex^. 

I|j||«lc4* They camiot be employed upon »aiore critical and ne^ 

^»SM»tf accasioit than tlie ptesent^ The successes of the last cam- 

pm%si lA America, affi>rd a well groundeiiprospeot of settling ^f^ 

&ics ta eur satis&ctton. A spirited prosecution o£ the- bttsi^e^s 

ittihand will speedily conclude it^ Miich is threatened from, a-^ 

broad, ^oid gieat terrors are held out, and we are^told that4}cca« 

Men^willibe ts^en £rom these unhappy broils, to do Great-Bri-: 

taim jkreparahlje dan^age. But the prudence of ^v^mment has. 

iUHy obviated these objectionSr A sufficient force is preparingto 

£uas:ali d^gers at haiue ; and the prosperity of our apns £|broad 

hss^diis. wdi known; cast adamp^ onfall the. partisans of the A^ 

nacricaas'' throughout Europe. . However well they ii?ay wish 

Aem^ th« mostiav«tcrate of qui? foes will not venture, to ejogag^. 

iQiSo.disluat ^ quarrel^ until- tliey^ see better signsi of its termin-^< 

^og to th« advaaitage of our opponents. We are now in t^ 

«»rc«r of^rictory^; aoid it will be tray -weakness to be drivcw i^aft 

» ; . of 
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«f it by mere, apprehensions. The .people at- large -wkc* 
greatly alienated from the Americans; however they mi^iti _ 
liave been inclined to favor theni, they are full of resefttroeitt 
at Ibeir kte conduct.. The declaration of independeocc luil^i^ 
^rcly altered their <H>inion of thecolon*«ts/* * . .»;^ ^ 

The conclusion ot the debates was the carrying of tise addroK 
in the house of lords by 9t vc^sto 26-; s^ud in the h£«ia& of 
comipons by 232 to 83* The. declaration of indepeadencc " 
die Aniencans oaany advocates ; but the great Inilk of ttm^ ^ 
})ad hitherto -espoused their causcy dne^d the suecesfeol! as 
sterial measures against them, from an apprebensiomof the^ate^ 
ger which would. result from k to the liberties of this c<mntrf. 
They were Xherefwe, before and ^ter the opening .of tbc scii^ 
sion^ indefatigable in representing the necessity of puttio^m 
end to a dispute, wbieh tliey considered ^s ruinouft 'm ev^y 
shape, whether the British arms did or did not prevatl^r e. :&;» 

. [Nov^6.], A motion was ai#de in the hou^ of eonaitisMHbf 
lord John Cavendish, for a reyisal of ail those acts by whicklhe^sif 
loniesthQught themselves aggrieved. It was grounded ^OQ^ p«]ra» 
graph in the declaration of the commisjioners, given atNe^THYoiJaJ 
the I9\h of September, in whichr mention is made of *' thekio^ 
bcii^ most graciously pleased to concur in the revisal of .ail^MQ^pc 
^.bich his subjects in^eirolonies may thinlc themselves aggiiinM 
ed.'* The motion was opposed with great warmth ; and i»^tt 
sequel of the debate, it was asserted by nunistxy, thatvUntUc&o^ 
gress had rescinded the declaration of independenjce, no treas^ 
ii^uld be enteredinto with America, Suchan asserlioawasaeiLe»a 
Ij censured by opposition, as beii^ no less tlian a dcm2ni:iafe* 
of. war, and all . its calaioities, unless the Amoricans, impjicil)^ 
p^fiiitted ;he principal point in litigation, without any prc^lti^fautf 
ry stipulation. TJie motion was rejected by a majority 9f JbSdi^ 
4.7. This rejection exasperated the minority so vio)enjtiy,clh0^m 
part of tliem ^avowedly withdrew wheneverany ^uesticWr^lafia 
ing to Amenca were proposed, r and from tliis period le& tiMi 
JUpuse to the fuU^nd undisturbed possession of tlie majQnjty^ '>i*i8 

They justiiied this secession, by alkdging thatanattend^uaet 
0n these matters was ni^atory ; the weight o£ numbers wa&iire- 
sistibie, and bafl[kd all arguments. It was a degrading f^Ss^a^ 
way to contend witli a certainty pf being defie^id^Thftren^aia 
time when leasoning was listened to, and had its due Jqdu^i^i 
but as experience haS siM)wn,.that tinae was p^ m<ir^it yuas^j^ 
^acquiesce in silence tl^ia to updergo thej^itigoe j>f l^i^tiHfelt 
opposition. The se^on was not yet C^m^: for tb^ j^i|ii»%t@1i|i 
i^eceived. U wq§ the int^re^t^of 39t Jqcwty to eoort©»e*tteB 4tm 
tj^^tiw^ that it:Wi»«4d 4ast (ill ^zt i^cuOh^qiI; 3^''C§MfliiM 
^ ^ 'had 
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iRahop{^es$e^ the public so; as to be jfelt by a^Il degrees, ?uch a- 
fflsatiRg numbers were benefitted by the measures of ministry^ 
^at till tiefeats, disappoiatments and losses of every kind, had 
jdissbled' l^efm frcMti pursuing their schemes any longer, they 
were sure of a ready support from those whom they employed 
fittheiff iexecution. For these reasons they judged it necessary 
to refuse their presence to transactions wltich they disafpproved^ 
imA could not hinder ; but whenever they perceived that adver- 
sky had, as usual, opened the eyes of men, they woutd'theit 
cbme for#i aWw^'ahd-endeavor, if possible^ to remedy the evil^ 
«dikh it was not at present in theirpower to prevent. 
. / 'fhc strength of ministry was now so decisive, that whatever 
«ra8 proposed, was immediately approved and carried, without 
«ay opposition or debate. 

V A bill was 4>FOught in for granting letters of marque and repri- 
sals against the Americans: This was followed by another to erii- 
jpoiwer the crown to secure such persons as were accused or sus- 
pected of high treason (committed ekher in America or at seaj[ 
«rd£ piiacy* By the pVovisioils of this bill, they Wefeiiable'ta 
ifci* Stained in custody without bail or trial, whife the law con- 
limied in force ; it was reserved solely to the privy coiincilto** 
adolitthem to either. His majesty was also empowered by war- 
TS:ati,4o ^point one or more places of cc^finement Within the 
le^ia, for tlie custody of such prisoners. 

This- bill spread a general alarm through the metropolis:^ airdf 
aipdtitida was presented by the city against it, condemning the 
measpifes proposed in it,, as violent and unconstitutional, sub^ 
fWsi^eof the sacred and fundanaental rights of thfc people, suli-^ 
leitting them to the nwjst cruel oppression ind bondage, ai>d in^ 
Mdu^ive of every species of mischief and confusion. Tiic 
ptddon was ordered to lie upon the table; but piiobably made 
tray forthe introduction of a provisional clause, enacting ^'thatf 
Ba offences shall be construed to be piracy witliin the rnean^ 
iUffot the ict, except acts of felony committed on the ships? 
and goods of his majesty's subjects,, by persons on tlie high 
•eas;**- ' ' • 

-^The bill however, di4 not pass with oat oppdsitioa and severe 
i^Mo^yetoloa. It was said^ that it armed ministers with an uncon- 
ititcr^Qilal and dangerous powet. A ntere pretejided^^uspicion'or 
fooi^ et^dtility in a mercenary tool of a?ministfiriai ttK^i^tratey 
»ri^ ^fender the inhabitants of above ^lt3if the empire Hable ti 
iinpmohmeat without l^ut or mainprtee. It did not require* ari^ 
•il^ttair thatthe parties shoeld be heatd in their Dv^n justrdcntidh/ 
iwir <^froiited wiA the witnesses, nor that two witnesses should 
toii^toiedWc«ssa«y for^tljie i^loeraWe ground of a cotmrntmeHtl 

ioif, ^ The 
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The few tf ho ojqaosed it, contended Ihat no kwfiri -opf^Hg* 
reason subsisted for investing the cr^wn with so^ tmasualapow* 
er. Such an extraordinsiry measure could only he tote^pat^-_ki 
cases of great domestic danger, when the realm or constituliaii 
"Were immediately threateocd ; but neither, of these -cocM ibe 
pleaded in the present insttoice. Afier a long debate, tte hifi^ 
passed by a. majority of 195 to 43. The oppostion would hs|W3 
been stcongcr, hut the seceding party would not afford their ^s^ 
distance. . - .*' 

" BdSore &i» att, every man jHitting his iwt oo Englidi 
ground, every stranger, even a b€^o slave, hecai^ as^ free.« 
every ciher man who breathed the same air with hini. Asthi^» 
imw standi, every jnan in the West-Indies^ ev«ry inhabitant 4|f 
these unoffending pro^vinces on the American x:ootiBcnt, oifi?iy 
person: coming from the East-Indies, every gentleman whp^hi 
travoUed for his health or education, earery mariner whahaa^oiH 
vigated the seas, is^ ibr no other o&nce,. under ^ tempofuqr 
proscription^''* v - ^ 

The two hills recdved. the royal assent xm the third -of Ikl tvellt 
Toward llie close of theiastyear, and in the beginning 'o£|j|t 
present, much confusion, apprehension and^suspkioni* w«»ie94 
cited by the machinery of a wretched enthusiast and jncendisH^ 
^in(:e weU known by the appellation of *Jphn the Pmnt^r^^siHL 
whose real name was James Aitkin, barn at Edinburghy^^JMi 
bred f^pairrte^-~-<^mostnr^lygateaodaha«^Gi«dvi^ . . 
. Aftei; having committee the most atrocious o^iiii«s,« he.-sM|pfc 
pcd h jjmself off for America, w^ere he continued abeut tw^ yea^s^ 
and from whence he r^uroed in March 1775. The violence «f 
Hm langus^ and sentimente then .held in political matters^ iqr 
the people among whom he lived, gave biith to that enthu^aslia 
i^iadness which aftei:ward. became £o.datigerous.«— ^^Under^lH 
bAnefiil influence he returned to England with tlie-most dreas^ 
iii>[ antipathy to the govemneient and nalion ; .and adopted tlje 
design of subveitiog, in his own single person, that power whicb 
Ibe so n^ichabhorred, by setting lire to the ^ocJc^yards, ^nd bum^ 
ii^.the principal trading cities and towns, with tlieir sbipptog^ 
#fwhatsoever sort, so far as it could possibl v be done. Hiq coik 
structed £re-works, machiiies and combustioles^ for the purpani^ 
but was strangely unsuccessful in ail bis attempts. — r*-4>wii|g 
to this failure in his machines, the nation was providential 
saved from receiving some dreadful or irretricvAble ^shock.; JHi 
kowevei' succeeded in setting fire to Ite rope4iouse intbe yat^ 
4t Portsmouth, the beginnbi^ of ksf Bacember. The 

il!' Mr.£diB,Burkc^4lctt€rtotUilifria^9^^ . .. 7 : 
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aBoatii, wliile party and political disunion pfevaikd amqij^ tire 

^tfiafeitants of Bristol, he attempted, first to barn th« shipping, 

and afterward the city. He succeeded only so far as to set fii-b 

.^to sosne ware-houses near the quay, si^ or seven of which were 

■consumed. He was soon after hh departure from Bristol, takeft 

*ip ^- som^ suspicious circumstances ; and being circumvented 

-fejr one Saldwin, another painter, the whole scene of iniquity 

•WWl brought to light. Baldwin pretended to sympathize with 

-faka "Under his naisfortunes, and to hold princfiples similar to hrs 

own; ofid often visited him, till he atjength obtained his con- 

Adewce^^'and dcew from him the history of his crimes. He told 

-Baldwin that he had been in France, ands<ien Mr. Silas Deane, 

^Mrho h«d given him soiae moncy^ and encouraged him to set 

5fire ^ the dock-yard^ at Portsmouth, Plymouth, .&c. as tlic 

hest mreaiis of distressing Great-Britain, and had promised to 

reward hkn according to tl^e service he should do to the Am<^- 

-j^icjin caa^. He said that Deane, as an earnest of whtt should 

-^^ilow^'lihad given ^ him a recommcndatiem to, and bills upon a 

naercbant in London, to the amount of X300, which ht)weyei:, 

|y^ bad found it necessary to burn, to^ prevent a discovery ; and 

^thsA inransequenc^ of this encouragement he- procured a pass- 

^yort^finoai the Fteacfe king. He was condemned at Winchestab 

'-5isti«es^ and- executed' at Portsmouth dock gate, the tenth of 

•Majch^ and then hung in chains. While he lay at Winchester, 

Rafter Condemnation, and before taken away to execution, he 

denied his having recomnrrendations and bills, and burning the 

*«Bme, Itwas whilcwericing at Tkchfield, in Haiiipshii^, that 

he conceived the idea of setting fire to the dock-^'^aids. He then 

^ent, as he said, to France, dad auglied to Mr. Deane, who 

told Wm that when the work was done he should be I'twardcd. 

iH«^dded, thiit on his return, and after setting fire to the rope- 

-yard* at Portsmouth, he went to London, and wailed on Dr. Ban^ 

•ci^oft, to whom he had a verbal recommendation from My. 

•I^ane, but that tlie doctor gave him no countenance, and did 

•tiot ^approve of his conduct. 

- ^hen general Lee'scapturecame to be known by the gazette 
j^ WebvusLtf the- 2Sth, the rejoicing in G-reat-Britain on the 
-'«eca^n> was great. Personal animosities contributed not a lit- 
ttie to the triumph and Exultation it produced. But the sa^ife 
^^[fe^t^ furmshed more than a cotatiterpoise to the joy, in the 
»atcoants it contained of general. Washingtofi's succest»es at Tren- 
toa and Princeton, ^ 

jhe name of Lee reminds rtie of Mr. Arthur Lee. The laj:- 
.^ri?ecQved*dttiely notice of the afets^ of congress, so as to with- 

- draw and get to Pai'is a few days after Di . Franklin's arrival. 

V^L. IL A a While 
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WiHe in England he was particularly commissioned by a certate 
body, and that under every sacred promise of secrecy, to^m^QK 
discoveries and transmit them to America ; he was also pef^lK 
ally consulted by Monsieur Caran de Beaumarchaisy upon a pn^ 
Ject which the latter had formed, of establishing a commetcBI 
house, sufficiently powerful and spirited to hazard the risk^^ 
the sea find enemy in carrying stores and merchandise fotfibi 
American troops. A correspondence was afterward open^ liir& 
tween them ; and oa the 2ist of June, 1176, Mr. Lee, under ^ 
name €)f Mary Johnson, wrote in cyphers to Mr. Beaui»a€t:Kii^ 
that the army of Great-Britain in America, woold^constiir ^ 
forty thousand men, and their fleet of a hundred ships, atMltilft 
two only of seventy-four guns. He advised thcdispatchiMWi 
eretly ten large ships of war to the Cape or Martinico ; aitf ^f^ 
joining the American fleet, scouring the American coa^ ixA 
destro^iag the Whole British fleet, dispersed as it would bei, iij£. 
on which success the land army could be easily <lifeated. '"**» 
this'stroke,'* says he *'the English fleet will be mortally Vd&rS 
, ed. 1^ you fear that this will kindle a war between tbe'i^^ 
nations } But how will England be able to support a war wi^ift 
fleets, without colonies,, without seamen, without re^otir^^ 
On the contrary, if you suffer America to fell again ondeV^ 
dominion ot Englantf, the latter will be forever inviii'cible? 
If this proposal was communicated to the French minister, H 
2«ra8 adjudged too venturous to be prosecuted. Though FViMI' 
must, for her own interest, wish to have the American stai^ 
perpetually separated from Great-Britain,, yet the court i^'K 
cautious of risking a war with this country till the prospectk of 
' success are extremely jfncouraging. This accounts tor iSH 
French kiAg*^ issuing out, about the month of Febniary, a pro* 
elamation, prohibiting the sale of English prices taken by ,^otjI 
rican privateers,, in any of the ports of France; but aaLtlwr'|>rf- 
chase o£ them is not prohibited, and the sale of them toljhi^ 
tlie ports, the Americans will And no difficulty in^ disposi^ *4t 
thep to Frenchmen.. The police of France is so well co^stcu^ 
ed, that they can easily convey to the extremities rf- the kiAjgu 
deniy Jthe views and sentiments of the court,, and secure a'^mr 
compliance wilfc them. It is only for the minister to give ttfe 
farmers-general his instructions, and for them, through CNSr 
lines of coanection with every province,, city,, town and viffeii^ 
to* distribute their directions;, on which the inhabitaztt^^f ^^b 
most distant parts wilt think, speak and act mechanicaiha ||t 
unison with their betters at Versailles. . . .3^ i.. . 

■-' ./ On the 20th of February, the British ambassador aft the Haglir* 
^;«^6efl^ted a memorial to tlieit high mightinesses, contairu^^aaU 
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qi^^pcmtpiaints; and clasiite with an express dermtnd of a for- 
mat disavowal of the saUite by Fort George at St. Eustatia,.to the 
^^ifMerican flag, and of the dismission and immediate recal of the 
gpy^mor-f followed by a further declaration, that till that satis- 
^cii^ wa3 givenv they weve not to expect that his majesty would 
Aj^dfer. himself to be amused by mere assurances, or would delay 
g/^ ipstant to take such measures as he should think du^ to thtes • 
Kiler^^ts and dLgnity of his crown^ Their high mightinesses dis- : 
cUjUnog . the spirit .and manner of the complaint, passed by the 
iini^gssftdior^Sir Joseph Torke) and slsothe secretary of state^' 
9Xid.coxnQ>anded their minister at London, the count de Waide- 
r^|;i, to address himself directly to the king, and to delivier their 
^^swer, iaio hisowabaods^whigh was itone. March the 26th, 
Xfeey coraplaincAof the reproachesrcontained in the ambassador's - 
ipetnqrialf.aiul the menacing toi^e which reigns m it, strained 
jt^yoad.wh^ai^htto tafijc place between two sovereign and in- 
4rjW"»nirlei>t powers. They did aot disguise the poignant sensati- 
V;^ with wbiph it had impressed them^ They aftepwai^d jnefiti- 
^i^;their having ordered the gpvernophome to give.thenecesi 
.fary ioft^rmatioiv of wt^at had paised> and their resolution t6 
lii^yaw every act, or n^rfcof honor tiiat actually tended in the 
Jfegst.diegr^e ta recognise the independence of tbeNortli-Ameri- 
j^an jpx>loiueSi. Oa the. 10th of April, luixl Suffolk, by letter, as- 
4p^<d^the eourty that his. niajesty accepted with satisfaction, the 
iiaen^rial he bad addressed to him;, but that his majesty coulii 
4giPt perceive m Siv, Joseph Yorke'^memprial, any thing contra-, 
tvy tP; what ou^t totake pJace between sovereigns and iftdepen* 
ll^nt. powers in the weighty circumstances in question. 
^ Iii.febrjLiary and Al^iU Messrs. F»inklin. and Pcane sent tp 
l^MTct Stormon^ two letters oathe subject of an exchange of 
]|^tis}i:^dni€n, prisonei;s in thehai^ds of the captain of an A-* 
' jioeiricaji frigate, for ai> equal number of American seamen, jpit- 
1K>nprs ia England > and of the cruel treatment the Americaa 
^ispners m«et .with in Euyope, in being ether compelled bj 
j^ains^UtripeS- and famine, to fight against tlieir friends and rev. 
Il^ion^^ or ^eat to Africa and Asia, remote from all probabitity 
4^ exf^ange. They bad for answer—" The lurtg'S ambassador 
^JK^Q^iv^iio applications from rebels, unless they come to ira^^ 
)^(np i^U majesty's mercy.'* They pronounced it an indecent^-* 
^jer, aad returned it for his lordship's mo;:e mature consfderaw 
ftioiu. The news of gen. Clinton's being created a Koight of thei 
feath^ will be no otherwise important to the Amep<:;in$, than as 
^^^EfCtion bow to address him in future. 
Ii:iA#«^ effort was made in $he house of fords, to bring about 
aifij^onciliation between Great-Britiunandher colonies, as tN> 

are 
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are here »till called. The earl af Chatham had been pxeanftrtbrft 
of late,, by his advaoced age and infirm, state, of healthy JfeMHb 
taking an active part in the disputes of the house, , ButviewSui§^ 
with concern, the dangers which menaced the kingdom, be ^or 
termined again to come forth from hi& retreat, and eadeaaroTrte 
influence the contending parties to listen to terms of Bccoaaaiaia 
dation. On the 30tb ot May he entered, the house, wrappe4iflr 
flannel, and bearing a crutch ia each hand. His lordshap; «it* 
ting in his place and with his head covered, delivered a-s^echie 
lyherein heexplained the grounds of the motion he wa&.«b(Htt^ 
make.^ He recapitulated and reprobated the measures wloch halt 
been taken with the Americans, from the voting away of thci^ 
property without their consent, to the attempting of their cbs^ 
quest by the aid of German mercenaries. He endeavored to 
i^ow the absurdity of relying longer on the force of arms, .a»4^ 
very pathetically pressed the necessity: of a speedy conciliatidob' 
After speaking for fifty minutes, be moved for an address t^^b^f 
throne, *' mo^t humbly to advise his majesty to take tfie ^motk 
speedy and eiFectual measures, for putting a stop to^bei^iikiail 
upon the only just and solid foundation, nzmefyy the reiftardtt 
of accumulated grievances; and to assui^ his majesty^ that tbfl| 
house will enter upon this great and necessary work .with Ghi4c»# 
fulness and dispatch, in orider to open to his*nwi}esty theaaifs 
ineaus of regaining the affection ot the British Croloniev andoif 
arcuriog to Great-Britain Jiie commercial advantages of tb&OF 
invaluable possessions; fully persuaded that to heal and v&ires9t 
will be more prevalent over the hearts of generous and^free bar» 
subjects, than the rigors of chastisement aiwl the horrors- of civill 
war, which have hitherto served only to sharpen resentmtitp 
and consolidate- union, and if continued, must eftd fuaMf'-ki 
dissolving all ties between Great-Britain and the coloni^^ J ; Jj 
This brought on an interesting and animating debate, which 
terminated in the question's being put, when lord Chatham's 
motion was rejected by a Majority of 99 to 28. The ministry- 
had obtained all they wanted from parliament; were confident 
in their own conceit and in the success of their measures ; and 
would attend to no remonstrances of reason. 
^ The general assembly of the church of Scotland, in an "address 
to his majesty, amongmany expressions of loyalty, declared that, 
sensiSle of their own felicity, they observed with concern, the 
first appearance of a turbulent and ungovernable spirit anaong 
the people of North-America ; that they had with astonishment 
contemplated its alarming progress, and beheld fellow-subjects^ 
whoienjoyed in common with them, the blessings of his majesty's 
JJiild administration, take^ip arms in opposition to lawful autho* ■ 

city. 
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ifejr; A'sclaim the supreina<:y of the British legislature, reject with 
tifocfain the meaiis^t recondHial^, an J4abbiir to erect their un* 
tjTwfal confederacy into separate states* They then, with re- 
yereflce and gratitude to Divine Providence, offer their congra- 
tiibtiaii^ fbrXhe success which has attended the fleets and armies^ 
tfiatbave been eniployed to oppose the violence of rebellious, 
ipri)]ccts, and to reclaim them to a s^ense of their ddty :- anl 
eoocluide with acknowledgii^ it their imfmedtate duty, in the pre* 
sent tsttuatiofi of public aff'^rs, to increase their diligence, not oit^' 
If iacmiiirniing.the peO}ile under theit care in sentiments of loy««' 
a%^, but by inciting tl»em to such reformation in th«ir hearts and 
liires, as will averD from their cmmtry those judgments whkb 
tfapir iniquities justly deserve. 

f 0uae6.:] His majesty went to the house of peeri, and after 
giving his royal assent to* a. number <if bills, closed the session 
with a-speech which £mshed with saying, *^ My lords and gen- 
tlax»n, I trust in Divine Providence, that by a well-concerted* 
wd vigorous ^xertiofi. of the great fofCe you ha^pulintomy 
l^nMiis^the oppemtioas of thijrcampaign, by sea and latid^ willb^ 
biased with such success as may most effectually tefid to ^e sup^ 
pssssionof the rebellion in America, and to the re-establishment 
#f that constitutional obedience which ail the subjects 'of a fred 
statie ofwe to ^e^uthcnrity of the law.'' 

'fe^e. beginning of May, a captain Cunntnlgham, in a pri-^ 
va^eer fitted ottt-from Dunkirk, took and carried into that pott 
the firitish packet going to Holland. Not understandiitg tho« 
wughly the» business on Which he was sent, and being hurried," 
ke was not careful to secure insantly, upon the Capture df the? 
¥ei«el,:the packet intrusted with the kitlg^s messei^cr, Which htJ 
tterefore missed of; but the mail was taken and torwatdcdtW 
the Amecican eommissioner^ at Paris. AdioiL 
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LETTER VIIL V,fJ 

, Roxhwrfff October 30, 175T* * 

BE not surprised at reading that there is in the Uiujb^4&at^ 
one. enemy more fonn&able than faKune, pestilence ao4 
the sword-— a prevailing corruption in American^ hearts,;* dcy* 
pravity more incompatible with their republican gov«rn|Beirt# 
than diwrkncsR- with . light* Such languor ahd supinenes^i-ei^^ffr 
every, where, that they seem unaWe to cfect any ppHrt^ 
tiioi^h ever so important and interesting^ Ih the militairy j4»-* 
partmfent, it looks as if all pu1)lic spirit was sunk into the mei^ 
of making money by the service, or <iuarxeUing upon the oiii^ 
If iyial points of rank. Did you know the pullings and baa4i»g!^ 
the jealousies and emulations of the military md x>thei: pi§$i^»ri 
inen, which #omebcforp congress, you would be greatly oaii$# 
£rmed in yoiur ideas o£tbe sameness of bunaaanati^re iaftdtwiii 
here, and every where, • . 5** 

, [April 8.] Co^ngre^s concluded uponthe wectum otM.wcnssi^ 
vmi^nt%9 the memory of gen. Warre^i, in the town oiH^tMsr^ 
and another to the niemoiy.of gen* Mercer, in Frederirfrifcungtii 
in Virginia; and that the eldest sont>f gem Warr^% a nd ^ m 
joun^st son Qf gen. Mercer, be educated ftom hencefprwatoS 
at the expence of the United States^ They conveyed in a^fcwe 
words the h^hest eulc^iiun on the cbaractecs and medt&^tiici 
deceased. As.Mercer had a good landed estate, the propim^ ^ 
adopting bis youngest, as the child of the public was obvioii^^^-* 
Xhrewgjii inattention, gen, Wajren, who fell on Breed's Hi^ fcik^ 
not been properly noted v^rben, congress passed their resolve t^M 
spectinggen. Montgomery the prospsal for paying doe respedb 
to the memory of Mercer, led to the like in regard to Warren^-/ 
But to advert to military operations. Gen Uncoln was pos&#t 
cd with only 500 men fit for duty at Boundbrook, to gttard am 
extent of iive or six miles, which occasioned their flanks beiop^ 
ex|]K>se4: .Lor4 Cornwallis formed the design of attacking tbis 
post,* and chose the morning of the 1 3th for his execution. 'Hh^ 
plan was exceedingly well laid, and nearly as well executed.'i — 
Gen. Lincoln had expected a manoeuvre of this Idad, aiufcbetlB^ 
particularly cautious against a surprise. The enemy howevci^ 
through the neglect of the patrolcs, crossed the RaritoirjiistJMs 
bove the general's quarters, undiscovered tiU theyhad^adiaQCtd 
within 200 yards of him. At the |0iad 'of this patty, eoi ^ijiii i y 
9f about 1000 men, were generals CoAwaiUs and Grant* Alwut 

1000 
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lOOO were advanced up each side of the Raritoh to Botrndbrdok, 
to attack the Americans in front,>vh^r:e the action began nearly a| 
the same tinae the others were surrounding Lincoln's quarters.-r* 
This happened between day break and sunrise. The general and 
one of his aids had just time ta moi^t and leave the house bc^ 
fore it vras surrounded. The oth((fr aid,Vith the general's papers 
and their bagage, ie^\l into the ha«ds of the enemy. The artU* 
k^tx>nsisting of one six pound er^^d two three pounderSyWerr 
aftso taken. Gen. Lincoln went immediately to give directions 
to those engaged in front;: — vih\i<& lord Cornwallis flung a party 
m^ the i«ar of the right of the A mericans. Another party, front 
tH^ reserve body of about 200O, was flung over fiouadbtook 
id the rear of the left,, with the design of encircling the Ameri-; 
^Ols and preventing their retiring to theneighbourii^ mocmtaiaw 
fektcoln was hereby reduced to the necessity of. being either im^ 
ffefsoned with the Mrliole party in fronts or of .passing betweeit 
tfae tircycolumns'of the enemy,: whick Itad neady closed. But 
he effected his passage with the small lass of not more than 6(> 
URed, Wounded and- taken.— ^The enemy soon eTacuntedthe 
fiMt^t&tt destroying tweo^y barrels of floui^ a fewcasks of hiaii^ 
and some other articles* . - 

Congress are well assured that Sir William Howe had the last 
year instrCictibns from mmistry, to ^eciire the Noctb-R^pef, ^d 
^€y:«{}y to separate the northern front the southern states. — The 

fi^r^'^ siKTcesses carried him into tlie Jerseys^andiedhiih' to 
Ikvei that the business with the Americans wa$^ sA 2l cioJeV ^ 
that the North-River was neglect&d. Undes apersuaaionthatPJii^ 
Isdtclphia was the object this year, congress resokc^ iippn fom& 
mg ft C9LXt}s^ immediately on the western side ol the Deiaarattie. 
^ [April 15.) The following prudential act was passed^ — ^— ^ 
.^Wbereas the continental batudions are all on focitiog^ iiaUe tcr 
tUe^same kind of services^ and entitled to equal privileges ; Re^ 
airfwdjThat the appellations — congress's own fegknenlj — gene 
Whjishingtoa^ Ufe guards, &c. given tosome of them,acB impr-a^- 
per and ought not to be kept up ; and the officers of the Naid hat-- 
tdlioasare required to take notice hereof, and to con&rmthena- 
4i^ves acc<Mrdingly«'* ' - 

. <i^Afm\l 1. ] " Resolved, that the slile of the committee of se^ 
oeticorrespondenge be altered, and that for the future it be stilcd' 
— Ibe oonunittec of foreign affairs ; that ^ secretary be appoMt^ 
od^to the said conamittee. Congress proceeded to the election of 
ttie«aid secretary, and tlie ball^s being taken^ Thomas, l^ne 
W9S ^t^cttd^-^-the ^ihot of Common Sense. 
#^^ l^eeommittee appointed 4o inquire into theconduct of thie 
Cpifiy^iEcported [April 18. J 
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** That in every place where the enemy has been, there ai« 
heavy complaints of oppressions, injury .and. insults sufered bjpthc 
inhabitants from officers, soldiers and Americans disaffiecuS^i^ 
their country's cause, Tlie committee found these compiaintaao 
greatly diversified, that it v^as inipossihle to enumerate tbcpv % 
it appeared ^fficult togi^e a distinct and comprehensive vkraiet 
them, or such an account as would not if publishedi appear .^Cjfc 
trcmely defective, when read by tlie unhappy suferers.or'iijfi 
country in general." . ' . ^ 

**In order however, in some degree, to answer the desigi^ «^ 
their appointment, they determined to divide the object qf t&p^ 
inquiry in to four parts — ^First,th^ wanton and oppressive dev?^^ 
tioa of the country and destruction of pi operty .-^Second, il^ 
Hiboman treatment of those, who were so , unhappy as to-^ligjj 
come prisoners. — ^T'hird, the savage butschery of many w£9 

had submitted Qr were incapable of resistance. — -Fourd^ 

Ihe lust and brutality of the soldiers in the abusing of w^ 
men.? ^ / . ,1^^ 

*' They will therefore now briefly state what they jfo^i^^pte 
|» the triith upon e^ch of these heads separately, and $ul)|^|j|| 
the whole^ affidavits and other evidence to support their. ^a$si^ 
tioiis.** ' [ ' . ^' '^ 

" X* The wanton and oppressive devastation of tiie c<hw^ 
and destruction of property." , - . .'2^ 

** The whole track of the British army is marked with 4€MJia( 
tio&ttnd a. wanton distruction of property, particularly diro«^ 
West-Chester county in the state of New- York ; the tawas-^^il 
l!ilewarky £Uzabeth-4x>wn, Woodbridge, Brunswick, Kingstoay 
Princeton aodTrenton^in New-Jersey. Tl^ fencesdestrojecJ, t%| 
hoesesdesertpd, palled in pieces or consumed by fire, and tbe^g^ 
neral face of waste and devastation spread over a.rich and on^e^dl 
cultiv^ted-and well inhabited country, would efifect the mosl]||i(9;» 
feeling with melancholy or compassion for the unhappy Vuffenefn^ 
and with indignation and resentment against the barbarous ray% 
gecs» Itdeserves notice, tliat though there are mrany insti>qga| 
«f rage and . veageance^against partic ular persons, yet the d^stt^p^ 
tion was very general and often undistinguished ; those who^s^^ 
nutted and took p(otecti(Mis, and sonie Were known to fsi^(x^jh$f^ 
hayingfrequently -suffered in the common ruin. Places^nd ^i||g||e 
which from their public nature and general utility, should 1^9t 
1»eea spared by a civilized people, have been destroyed, or.^kiHI^ 
dered, or both« But above all, places of worship, niias|inK 
and religious persons of soooe particular protestant dcM^ 
sawations^ seem^ to have been treated vnth the rfiiost.l^ 
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corous. hatred, and at the same time with the highest con- 
tempt/^ 

, " 2. The inhuman treatment of those who were so unhappy' 
as to become prisoners/* 

'■'**Tlie prisoners, instead 'of that hun^and treatoent which* 
^pse who were taken hy the United States experienced, were' 
m gene;:al treated with die greatest barbarity. Many of them 
Were near four days kept without food altogether. Whert they' 
received a supply, it was both insufficient in point of quantity, 
ihd often of the worst kind. They suffered the utmost' drstress' 
^om cold, nakedness and close confinement. 'Freemen and' 
rnen of substance, suffered all that a generouS mind could suffer, 
from the contempt and mockery of British and foreign mevce-* 
h'aiies, Multitudes died in prison;' and when others were scnt^ 
out, several died in the boats while canning ashore, or upon the^ 
road atbempting to go home. Tlie committee, in the coui-^e of 
their enquiry, learned, that sometimes the common soldiers ex-' 
fcjrcsscd' sympathy with the prisoners, and th^ forcfgners more 
maii the English. But this was seldoixi or never the case with' 
the ofBcers ; nor have tliey been able to hear of any charitable 
assitance given them by tlic inhabitants who remained in, or re- 
sorted to the city of "New- York; Which neglect, if universal, 
they believe was never known to happen in any similar case, iir 
a christian country;" 

*-**' 3. The savage butchery of those who had submittecf antt 
i^re incapable of resistance" ^ ' ' 

** The committee found it to be the genera! opinion of the? 
p^dpielnthe neighborhood bf Princeton and Trenton, that the 
enemy, the day before the battle 6f Princeton, had determinexi 
to give no quarter. They did not hoWeveiV obtain any dear 
ptt)bf tliat there were any general orders for that puqiosre; but 
the treatment of several particular persons at and since ihat tim(^, 
has been of the most shocking kind, and gives to» much et>uhv 
tenance to die supposition. Officers wounded and disabled,^ 
some' of them of the first rank, were barbaroxisiy mangled or 
pUito death. ' A minister of the gospel in Trenton, who nei- 
tJSr was nor Had been in arm$, wasmassacrtdw cofd-bitiod,^ 
tfkifigh humbly supplicating for m^rcy." — [Mr. Roscburgh, of 
*STorks of Delaware.] ' " " ' 

''•*'4^. nic'lustand brutality of ;th6 soldiers in the abtrsmgoF 
wonaen." ' . . : , i 

** The committee had authentic informati'*)n of rrfany instanc^s^' 
cf the most indecent treatment, and actual ravishmxrnt of mmried? 
an# stfl^e women ; but such is the nature of thjJt mcrst irrepara- 
ble injury, that the persons suffering it, and their relations, 
YoL. II, • Bb ' though 
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though perfectly innocent, look upon It as a kind of r^proa^' 
tp have the facts related, and their names known. . They have 
however; procured isome affidavits', wliich will be published ia 
the appendix. The originajs are lodged with the secretary <tf 
congress/* - 'L 

" Sonfie complaints were made to the cotnmandiHg c^ficei^ 
lipon the subject, and one affidavit made before a jusstice of 
peace ; but the conimittee could not learn that any satisfactldii 
was ever given or punishment inflicted, exdept that one so£dl6r, 
at Pennington, was kept in custody for part of a day*'* . . • 

^ On the whole,, the committee are sorry to say, that the cty 
of barbarity and cruelty is but too well founded ; tbose^fooaiE 
cool to the American cause, have nothing to oppose to the factSt 
but their teing incredible, and not like what they are pleased to 
stile the generosity and clemency of the Englisii nation. The 
committee l^eg leave to observe, that one of the circumstaB^fe 
most frequently occurring in the enquiry, was thfe opprdbaxMiSy 
disdainful names given to the Americans ; these do not n^da|^ 
proof, as they occur so frequently in the news-papers printed iXfi'- 
oer their dhection, and in the intercepted lettets of thoseriidia 
are officers, and call themselves gentlemen. It is easy there£M? 
to sec what must be the conduct of a soldiery greedy of prey, l^ 
ward ai people whond they have beert taught to look up<^ ^aoC 
as freemen defending their rights on principle, but as despo^ 
does and proffigates, who have risen up against law and c^derixi 
, general, and wish the subversion of \he society itself/' 

" This is the most candid and charitable manner in wbi^b 
the committee can account for the melancholy trutlis which tiity 
have been obliged to report. Indeed the same deluding^ptriB^ 
ciples seems to govern persons and bodies of the highest.raiik 
in Britain ; for it is wortliy of notice, that not pamphleteetsoiify, 
but king and parliament, constantly call those acts lenity, *«i^h 
on their first publication filled this whole continent with. iroS^Ot* 
ment and horror." 

** Resolved, That the said report be accepted,, and ,thftid^e 
committee who brought it in, publish the sanie,. with the |^ 
davits.'*^ >rz* 

The royalists, or tories as they are generally called, in ibo^Khk^ 
tyiand counties of Somerset and Worcester, became so ibnilG^^ 
ble that an insuiTcction was dreaded; and it was^ feared ^^ 
tht insurgents would in such case be joined by a numbet^otjSs- 
aftected persons in the county of Sussexr in the Delawaase slaie* 
Congress, to prevent the evil [April 20.] recommended the ap- 
prehension and removal of all persons of influence or of deapertSe 
charactei^, within the counties of Sussex,. Worcester stad Somer* 
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.gdt; mho ijianifested a disafFcctJon to tlie American caase,, to 
90im rernote place within their respective states, there to' be 
iecured ; and authorised the governor of Maryland to detain thp 
^weakest continental battalion till further orders. _[ 

From appearances, the friends of America had reason to be- 
lieve, that the tories in the New-England govei:nments and 
New-York state, had also concerted an msurrection. fApril 23. J 
"^Epcrieral Gates, who had been s^nt to command in the northern 
Apartment, wrote to general Fellows— "The committee of 
Albany, alarmed at the aoiazing increase and plots of the tories 
in this aad tlte Mohawk's country, hav€ desired me to apply to 
you and the. committee of Berkshire, to ^end immediately a 
strong remforcement pf militiaT.Qot less than a complete regi- 
snent, to secure this place (Albany) and the magazines at differ- 
ent posts between Albany and Lake George," 

Sic William Howe having obtained intelligence that the Ame- 
ricans had deposited large quantities of stores and provisions in 
'3&anbuP7 ^^^ ^^ neighborhoodv ordered an expedition to be 
iinder taken for the destruction of them^ under the command of 
^]g9v/rryoii, who had accepted of the rank of major-ger^eral of 
*be provincials, and aspired after a military character. Sir Wil- 
.liam very prudently appointed gen. Agnew and Sir William Er- 
>skine to accompany Jiini upon the service, A detachment of 
♦ibout 2000 men passed through the Sound, under the convoy of 
^ proper naval armament, and landing between Fairfield and 

- Norwalk, a little before sun-set, advanced without interruption, 
>iind arrived the following day [April 26» ] a little after one )a 

the afternoon, at Danbury, about 23 miles distant. The hand* 
fui of continentals there, was c^bliged to evacuate the town, hav- 

- tng previously secured a small part of the stares, provisions, &c. 
-Th^enemy, im their arrival, began burning and destroying the 

^ femainder> together with 18 hous96, tl^eir furniture, linen, &c. 
'%tueh were judged from circumstances, to have been singled 

- «iUt for that purpose* In one they killed two elderly men and a 

- -negro, and then burnt them with the house. Not one of the tory 

houses was damaged. They destroyed at Danbury 18Q0 barrels 
'.*f -pork and beef, 700 barrels of flour, 2000 bushels of wheat, 
.%e, oats and Indian corn, clothing for. a whole regiment, and 

1190 tents, which, through tlieir scarcity, were a great loss, to 
-^tKe Americans. To these must be added ^bout 100 barrels of 

Sour aad hOO hogsheads of rum> which met with the same f;^te 

^puit the .road by which they returned ; these are the main arti- 

- - cles tliat were destroyed,, Tbq burning of the bouses appears 

to bave been unnecessary^ and wholly the effect of ujalevolence. 
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On flie first approach of the British armament, the coowM 
■was alarmed; and'eaiiy the next morning, gen. Sillinoin, wi» 
kbout 500 militia (all that had then collected) pursued die cnr;» 
my. He was joined on his way by generals Wooster. and Arndldlj 
and a few more militia. A heavy rain so retarded their march, ti^t 
,they did not reach Bethel (a village two miles from Danfaury)-i:^ 
eleven at night. An attack on the British was postponed tiUtbej? 
slwuid be upon their return. On the 27th in the morning, tiw^ 
royal troops quitted Danbury. The Americans were cauhp ut 
motion. Two hundred remained with gen. Wooster; end aoot^ 
400 were detached under generals Arnold and Silliman. Aho^sC 
nine o'clock gen. Wooster was informed that the enemy had. 
taken the road to Norwalk, on which he pursued them ; came; 
up with, and harassed their rear, and took 40 prisoners,' but wad: 
morta.ly wounded. General Arnold, by a forced march acxo^ 
the country, reached Ridgfield at eleven ; made a banicado^oiK^ 
a rising ground across the road ; posted his small party of. SCX> 
men ( l oo having joined him) so as to have hisright flank ccnne^ 
ed by a house and barn, and his left by a ledge of rocks;' kxiIt 
thus waited the approach of the enemy, whoj upon disco v itiMp 
the Americans, drew up and advanced in a heavy colunm, cxfit 
tending themselves in order to outflank and surround thcHi^ Thqp^ 
marched up, and received several fires, which they returUM 
briskly. For ten minutes tlie action was very ^arm, tijl: tbcyt 
had made a lodgnierit on the rock^ when a retreat was brrferew^ 
After gaining the rock, they levelled a whole platoon at gen: Ar^t* 
noid, witiiin 30 yards, and yetbutohe shot had effec^t, and^uil:^ 
killed his horse. He had presence of mind to take his pistols^: 
and got safe ofi^ by shooting a soldier dead who was advanchi^ 
hastily to run him through with his bayonet. The Americmw'> 
continued to keep up a scattering Are for the remaining pait of"- 
the day. The British halted all night at Ridgfield, and io tko* 
morning attempted to burn the church, in which was a consi dctw^: 
able quantity of pork and wheat, but the fire was extinguished"^ 
without having done any material damage. They however fioeft' 
four private houses, which were consumed. Monday [A]^ SS^rj^ 
about sun-rise they renewed their march ; but -peiceiving.tliiA' 
Arnold, with a number of men, was on the road to fiorwvttsf' 
tliey file4 off to the east, forded Sagatuck river, and maichcifefcyr' 
the side of it on a ridge of hiHs. The Americans kept on'Ae^' 
west side, nearly half a mile from them. Eacli cannonadedtte ^ 
other at times very warmly. About thi^e o'ctock in the atfteriil* 
noon, col. Deming and a small party of continental troops f«rf J^ 
cd.tlie river up to their middle, uridiscovered by the enemy, art**? 
fefl an their rear and left^ and gaHed them exceedingly. Th«<r^ 
Americans marched ©mill they got to Sagatuck bridge, dtlwfci^ 

two 
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^miies from Campo, of which the enemy possessed them- 
^idfines after iandmg ; when both being upon high land, a fhrtou^ 
cannonading ensued, which continued for fifteen minutes. Ttfe 
British then pushed on with vigor to reach their shipping. Ar- 
n£rfd» 'with a division, pursued closely, and by a quick march 
g^nedan eminence on the right flank of the enemy's reai*. Art 
ificcssant fire of field-pieces and small arms followed for a small 
linic, but with little or no execution. . The Americans could not 
pursue further without being exposed to the fire of the shtpsi 
'Fire van of tlie British immediately embarked. The centre and 
nsar formed on the bill. While the field-pieces were playing oii 
the boats, coli Lamb, of New- York, advanced with a party of 
2D0 men within 100 yards of the enemy on the hill, and galled 
thenvfrom behind a srtone wall. • They io about ten minutes sent * 
a'party from thek right, to flank the Americans, and advanced 
SAother party from their front, who came running doVn the hill 
MTith great fury. Notwithstanding the spirited exertions of col. 
Lanih^fais party instantly retreated in great disorder, and wer^ 
pursued tor the toot of the hill ; and not a single man would ven- 
t^ppe to* support them. • Those who were at iiand, sought theii* 
onvn safety by a speedy flight. The remainder of the British 
sooff Sifter embarked without further molestation^ 

!Tiius crnded an affair which reflects much honor on gen. Arnold 
for Httis"f>€rsOnal bravery; but not much upon gen. Tryon's expe- 
diiion(if the plan was his) as the destruction of American proper- 
ty was not a suflfcient compensation for the loss which die detach-^ 
njcrtt under htm sustained. The 'enemy allow tliat the excursion? 
CQst them dear ; and from various accounts and cine umstances, there 
isjlittle reason to doubt, but they had at least four hundred kill -' 
ed, .wounded and taken. A great number of the Connecticut mi- 
lifia toscrabled, but not more than 6 or 700 of them subjected 
thcaiseives to any order, the rest were mere spectators ; of such 
asdid subjecttliemselves, too many behaved in a disgraceful cow- 
ardly manner. Their assembling however, and exerting thern- 
seivcs as they did, served to show in a striking p6int of view, the ' 
spirit' of opposition prevailing among the people. The loss of the 
Americans was about twenty men killed and forty wounded. 
Doctor Atwatcr, a gentleman of considerable influence, was a- 
niQiig the slain. Col. Lamb received a violent contusion on his 
back'from ^ grape shot, while attempting to rally his men. Gen. 
Afnbld was exposed at the same time, and had his horse shot* 
through the neck. Gren. Wooster languished for a few days un- • 
der the wound he had received, and died on the 2d of May. Con-- 
gr^Tesolved that arnonument should be erected to his memory^' 
^an acknowledgn)€nt for his merit and services. The gen. be*' 
hasrwlwith great valor, and lost his life gloriously, in defending 
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the liberties of America at the advanced age of seventy^ Pfopfr 
notice was taken of gen. ArnoWon the twentieth of May, whea 
congress resolved, "Thatthequarter-master-gencralbe cIItot^ 
to procure a horse, and present the same, properly caparisoMi^ 
Jo major-gen. Arnold, in the name of this congress, as a tcAm 
of their approbation of his gallant conduct in the action agstiiUl 
the enemy in their late enterprize to Danbury, in which gen: AS- 
fiold had one horse killed under him» and another* wo tiiiiJe$P 
They had chosen him major-general on the second of Majr^i ^ 
; General Washington concluding that a bridge whrch the BfS- 
tish had been preparing at Brunswick, was intended for toe con- 
veying of them across the I)elaware, directed Mr. Merset^Ai 
to procure the exact breadth of the river from Corriers ferry te 
the falls, that so knowing that and the lengjLh af the hrid^^^ 
which he meant to obtain, he might penetrate where it was that 
they designed to pass over. Instead of his army's; gathernsr 
strength proportionable to the exigencies that existed, he hadlfe 
complain of the uncommon prevalency of desertion in it. Tht 
deficiency in some of the corps which joined him, from that 
^nd otlier causes, was almost in<iredible. It was the case,'^tiit 
too many convict servants were purchased from their majdi^ 
fcy the recruiting officers ; and on such there could be no-'rtB- 
ance. • [May 21.] The general wrote, " Nothing , but a golA 
face and false appearances have enabled us hitherto to deteWj 
tlie enemy respecting our strength," "■ *'* 

\ Gen. Parsons, knowing that the British commissaries I^dbSesfe 
employed in procuring forage, grain and other necessaries fSfc" 
the royal army, which were deposited at Sagg-harbour, prbjedr 
ed a scheme for de$troyii^ff them; and employed col. Me^'il 
ex'ecuting it The col. Icn New-Haven, with his men in tiff- 
teen whaie -boats, on the 2 1st of May, and proceeded to GinlfimL 
The wind being high and the sea rough, he could not pass^ 
Sound till Friday the 23d- He then kft Guilford at one o*<|^ 
in the afternoon, with one hundred and seventy men of his dc- 
tachment, under convoy of two armed sloops, and in cora^Whr 
with another unarmed to bring oiFprisoners, and crossed tbe^^«fi 
to the north branch of the island, near Southhold, where i^g- 
lived about six in the avening. He ordered tlie whale-boats, iiSb 
most of the men, over land to the bay, where they re-crrit*aA'** 
to the number of one hundred and thirty, and at about" t^* 
o'clock arrived safe across the bay (which separated betweei 
north and south branch of the island) within about four mUd»J 
Sagg-harbour ; the boats being first secured in the wood, ^jm 
the care of a guard, the colonel marched with the remat* 
detachment, in the greatest order and silence, and at 
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.(^"jcloick arrived at the harbour. [May 24.] The several divisions 
>frith fixed bayonet, attacked the guards and posts assigned them* 
I'Jje alarm soon became general, when a schooner of twelve gun& 
aqd seventy men began a lire : the Americans returned it, and 
jftred the vessels and forage, killed and captivated all the soldier* 
and "sailors, except six who escaped under cover of the nighL 
Twelve brigs and sbops (one an armed vessel with twelve guns) 
^out a hundred tons of pressed hay> oats, corn (meaning Indian) 
and other forage, ten hogsheads of rum, and a large quantity of 
f»erchandize were -consumed. The Colonel returned safe with 
^Jl his men to Guilford by two o'clock in the afternoon, with 
ninety prisoners (having in twenty-five houi"s, by land and wa- 
ter, transported his men full ninety miles) witlrout .having a 
^ijUgte man killed or wounded. The enemy had six killed^ 
Congress have since ordered an elegant sword to be presented 
V} him. 

General Washingtan at length being somewhat reinforced^ 
-ijuitted Mbrristown toward the end of May ; and advancing 
^within a few ntiiles of Brunswick, took possession of fae strong 
country \ibout Middle-Brook. His whole force however, present 
and fit for duty, including what was under gen^ Sulfivau (who 
lay s^t a small distance from him) with matrosses and one hundred 
and eighty cavalry, amounted, on the £>th of Juae^ to no more 
tbanl^'Ti.* He wrote on the 12th, '^ A council of general 
officers ail agreed, that pux present arnly was insuflieient to make 
a proper resistance, or to attack Howe*s tinited force, -or to niake. 
-auitimpression upon him should he leave us unmolested, and 
march through the flat country toward th^e Delaware." The plea 
Jb^t:Sir William Howe made for not taking the field*, was the 
Warit of tents and field equipage, which we te noz sent him ia 
time. ' ^ 

_ > The articles arriving, togethei* w^ith a body of Anspachci-s, and 
a number of British and German recruits, he passed over to the 
jerseys, and marched from Brunswick on the night of the 13th, 
aad took the field. "But he was not attended with that nuniber 
rdf provincials v^rhich was expected. *' Mr. Oliver Delanccy, re- 
jtu^eclthe most likely man ia New- York to induce th^- ioyiilists 
lof tjiiat province to join the king's troops, was appointed a biiiga- 
dfer general, and authorised to raise three battalions, to consist of 
1500 privates. Eveiy possible effort was used by hini and gov. 
.Ttyon, not only in the districts possessed by tiie king's tioops, 
^6at by employing persons to go tiirough the country, iiiid invite 
<tjbe welKaffected to come in. Several of the officers, anxioi^s t^^ 

^ From the general rttorfis of the army« 
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complete their corps, sought for recruits among the pvisaaci^ji^ 
and ventured to hold out to tliem the temptations of pay, Q^J^ 
ty and pardon. Notwithstanding all these efFurts and encoyraga^ 
ments, gen. Delancey raised only 597 men/* — Mr. CourtlaM 
Skinner, who is acknowledged to possess considerableinflu^pce ii 
jfcrseys, was also appointed a brigadier general, and authprisad 
to raise five battalions, to consist of 2500 privates. — ^The sa|ne>^& 
forts were made as for the raising of Dclancey's corps, but Skif* 
ner's number amounted only to 517."* No sooner haj g^PU 
Howe taken the field, but tlie Jersey militia turned out in a veif 
spirite4 manner, as though determined, in conjunction, with ,tM 
continentals, to harrass and oppose tlie royal armypn their £paa:& 
through the country. The gen. c^me put as light as. he QouU^ 
leaving all his baggage, provisions, (except enough tosuhsi$(^£h< 
tiroops two or three days at a time) boats and bridges at Bri^a^r 
wick ; which, in tlie judgment of general Washingtoii, fi^r^itlif 
contracted tlie idea of an expedition toward tlie Delawar.^ . JE* 
very appearance coincided to confirm the opinion, that iJiHVir 
intended in the first place a stroke at his army. The AnH^rii:!^ 

feneral jeasoned thus : *' Had tlieir design in the first in^taii^ 
een to cross the Delaware, they would probably Jiaye ap[uuie j 
Strict rapid march toward it, and, not have halted, as they kanf^ 
ijone to awaken our attention, and give us tirne to niakc ^jffijr 

preparation for obstructing themf." -Of the sudden rctr^ 

of the royal army. The general wrote on tlie 20th, " "The ^^ 
my decamped the night before last, and have returned tp. tbw 
former position. It appears to have been m consequeoc^qfa. 
sudden resolution, as they had raised a chain of redoubts fkoi^ 
Somerset to Brunswick. What may have determined theniti^ 
change their plan is hard to tclL Whether alarmed at Uajeaoi* 
jiiation among the people — disappointed in the moveraeius ti^ef 
may have expected us to make, thence concluding tlieir dcs^ 
impracticable — or whether they may have an operation injv^^ii 

in some other q^uarter, the event must show." Howc'^ bd^ 

extended to Somerset Court-house, abouf nine miles ; h^ ss^^ 
remained at Middle-Bush, half way between that and J^(Mi|i 
wick. Washington was encamped upon his right flank (as ifg 
marched) at the distance of about five miles. . His troop& mie 
so disposed under Sullivan and himself, as to have been Qaj^iJUl 
of giving a pretty successful opposition. When the royal 9X^ 
retreated back to Brunswick, they burnt and destroyed jtheJTjy^ 
houses upon tlie Voad. I'heir cruelties to the inhabit^pts yif^ 

* Sir WniTam Howe*a narrative, p. 49. ^ '^^ 

t Gcocnl WalkingiQn'i letter of June 17- ^ / ' 
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iftctpressibte, Ibey ruined and defaced every public edifice, par- 
Jfrulirrty those dedicated to the Deity. They removed theii^bagi 
^ag^ to Amboy, for which place they set out on the 22d. Thd 
«vCTHag before, several pieces of information, and a variety of 
cbea Instances, made it evident to the Anierican general, that a 
fiiove was in -agitation, and it was the prevailing opinion that it 
iw»Hld 'be the next moining. The general therefore detached 
Itoe^ brigades uad^'gen. Greene, to fall upon the rear and kept 
tliefnattt feody paraded to support them, ir necessary. A party 
<rf'^ok Morgans light-infantry attacked, and drove the Hessian 
^k?ket about sun-rise. The enemy, upon the appearance of 
Wayac's brigacfe,^ and Morgart's rcgintent opposite Brunswick, 
limniediately crossed the bridge to the cast side of the river, and 
Arew themselves into redoubts. The Americans advanced brisk- 
ly upoir-tliera,' upon which they quitted the 'redoubts without 
tnaking opposition, and tetired by tiie Amboy road. In the pur- 
suit,' coL- Morgan's riflemen exchang-ed several sharp fires with 
<fec encmy^hich did considerable execution. From intelligence 
ttlt«ugk various channels, there was reason to believe, that their 
Aw* #as cohsidcrabie and feii chiefly on the grenadiers and light 
tnfafeti-y^-whp forrned their covering party. Gen. Howe arrived 
%t New-YOrk on -Sunday afternoon the whole of which day was 
%"mj>Ioyed in removing thewoundcd soldiers from the docks t<> 
fhe Ijospitals' there^ said to amount to some hundreds.^ One b/ 
IheAmefickn generals humorously wrote concerning Sir WilKaiA 
Howe's returning to Brunswick by night — ^' Gen. Howe remain- 
ed five days, and then sneaks off by night, and it is well he did 
^-^fof hadiie went by day, we could have done nothing, but 
iiave looked at him.'* - * 

* LJicut. toi. Palfrey, formerly an aid-de-cariiptd gen. Washing- 
ton', and' now pay-master-generaf, wrote to his friend," I was at 
Brunswick just after the enemy had left it. Never let the British 
firUops upbraid! the Americans with want of cleanliness, for such 
i4og kennels as their huts were my eyes never belield. Mr. Bur- 
ton's house, where lord' CornwaHis resided, stunk so I could not 
fee«r to enter it: The houses were torn to pieces, and the in- 
indMtants as well as the soldiers have suffered greatly for want 
*tf provisions.'* '\ ' ., 

*'tfune^.] <5rcn. Washington, upon t!ie enemy's retreat to 
Amboy, with the advice of his general officers, moved the who{t; 
. itttiy to Quifable-toWn, that he might be nearer to the royal forces, 
ttSdrai^tact according to circumstances. The British general, 
^?Ster Ending <yver from A^boy to Staten-Isl^hd, theheavy bag- 
gage and all the encumbrances of tlie army, ordered a number 
of the ti'oops to follow ; with an intention of deceiving the A* 
• A tetter to gfco. W>ihuigton, RfmembraDccrj Vol. V. fT. 269. 
W^u II4 C q meiican$ 
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mericaos into an ofMnioiiy that they had nptluxi{ more )^h 
hend from that quarter. The troops returned tlie evening'^ 
£5tli, and the next morning, the general advanced unexp 
ivith his whole army, ip two columns, from Amboy, Gea^ 
ington conjectured, that so sudden a movements was desi^^^^ 
ther to bring on a general engagenient, upon terpi&disadv^iitajgn 
ous to the Americans ; or to, cut off their paities,and lordf-S^ 
ling's division, which had beep sent down to support th^ 
to possess the heights'and passes in th^ mountains oji.^fie. 
the continental' arnjy. The two last were adjudged to b^-thg _ 
t)bject of Howe's attentktn,^s his ;aaarch was tapld agaifit^y^e^ 

eirties, and indicated a strong disposition to gain the j^^^i^ 
pon this gen* Washington judged it^al>soiutely Jieocc* 
move his force from the low grouiid to occupy the heigl 
fore the enemy, which was aifccted with much dispatch, 
enemy fell in with scyne of the light parties, and ^ part^oipS^ 
Stirling's division. His lordship was in no Uurry to letx^^al,^^^ 
preferred cpgaging for a while, wherein- he made ^Wi^oqg^lltg^o^ 
&r he liad nearly beett cut off, by 4)e:i;ightcoUinu^-4jj^€;f;^^^^ 
Cornwallis. He lost three field pieces,: but the loss.irfrae^ 
trifling. The enemy's. loss intlie several skirmishes of the 
"was thmightto be more considerable tlian tbat of tic./ 
cans^ The royal arnay continued the pHrst^it as far a& Wei 
but the woods and intense heat of thp, weather prevented^ts 
feet. When the American general had gamed jthe pa^ 
^tacheda body of light troops to watch tlieir motions^ 
terward ordered Morgan's riflfemen to join the service,. Xfee 
tish remained till the next day about tiiree in the afterADQn^ 
then returned to Rah way and the day folimyingto Amboy 
the 30th, at ten o'clock in the mornings tlie troops b^g^li^^ 
€i;X)ss. over to* Staten-Island, and the rear guard 'pa3^d ^^ ^^M| 
4he afternoon, without the least appearance of an enen^}^ ^t^i^ 
they evacuated the Jerseys, to enter upon new congests,. ia.^<M| 
of reducing the United States to unconditional subc^u^^^ 
Unless they can hold, wlien tliey have conquered, they wiy^jM^ 
rtT acconopUsli the business assigned them by the Brixisk^j^b 
listry^ ... " -"^^ 

Let U5 leave gen. Howe engaged in cmbarfcii^ tis 
Staten-Island, and preparingfor. some grand expeditiim ^ 
Xnay attend to the affiiiirs of the northern departwai. , ". 

Gen. Scnyler presented a memorial to congvessexpianw] 
Kfc3epi?essioiis in his letter whiqh had given them p^eace. ^*^ ' 
jBolved, on the dth of May^ that thcjcxplanation was. si 
$Bttd that iK)W they tentertained the same favonrahle JS^eo^f 
-iancenripg; *bi^ eatertaiaed ^cfqxe ; '^ 
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^J^eLfefyed. This seems to have* been designedly preparative 

lSy%1tat followed a fdrtmglit after, when it Was resolved, **l'hat 

JUbaay, Tyconderoga, Fort Stanwix and their dependencie*s, bd 

llencefoffli considered as forming the northern department-^ 

trtiat' m^br-general Scuyler be directed forthwith to proceed to 

Iffpnofthern department^ to take thecomfmand there-"' It wa$ 

iSaStfthart he was the only single man who could keep the New- 

1?brk subjects imtted against the corhmoii enemy, and that hiJ 

^resencfe was absolutely necessary for thehr immediate succouir 

^rf'scrvfce, as wellas' that of • the- United States^ closely con- 

*ectetf there witfk* -The New-England delegates, the president 

ffxc^i^d, opposed his beitig directed to take the commaird, a? 

ft^perseded general Gates^ Bntthey wtere obliged to yield td 

tnaWJCTfi, at a time when uMuckiiy some men weie absertt, who 

ferould otherwise harve turned the 5<::ale. The choice of general 

fettylcr caused great boa^ng, though* there "were only five 

itt^^s^mrt of eteveiT inr fkvor of the measure, and others were 

irifthcr Against it, or couldr tfOt vote for^wairt of the requisite mira- 

l^t'of 'delegatWy or their being equally divided; There is What 

fltotdbets deem a New-Yotk party in congress, whose proceed^ 

•ftgs h^ve in sonte instances been mysterious. An absolute ordex 

f^t relinqdshirtg the \testern lines andTyeonderoga, was push- 

.«Jif^r before the' choke of Scuyler, but did not prevail ; how- 

eVt't if waS" feso'lvcdy that geiieral Gates should be empowered 

to abandon TycMonderoga at pleasure.. 

" It was incumbent on^ the states of New-Hampshire, Massacht^. 
j^etts in particular, and Cbnneeticut, to furnish the troops neces** 
iai^ for the defence of the northern posts ; but a strange remiss- 
fi^ss prevailed^ greatly from an expectation that Tyconderoga 
Vx>^}q iK)t be attacked^ The Massachusetts general court learn- 
feig^batthfs wa^theopintoA of the commander i«i chief, neglect- 
%fi forwarding their quota of men^ lieports (occasioned proba;^ 
l!y by the arts of tlie enemy) were spread^;- that the troops inCa-^ 
»ad^ Were to join gen. Howe. Members of congress jvere de- 
ceived by them, so that gen. Gates, after he hadtaken the com- 
fbatfid; vtrrote that he had the strongcist assurances from congress, 
<iat flie king's troops were all ordered round, by the river Sl^ 
^ti^trice, to >Iew-York, leaving only a sufeicnt number to 
|feififo» their forts. * Gates estimated, that jfe>r the defence ^f 
Ty and its dependencies, 1 1,700 continentals,- beside the aid of 
ra^'rtrilitfa, would be wanted. Scuyler afterward estimated 
ttwi at 10,000, btrt tlien'he thought tlie lines at Mount Indc- 
jJeiidence not one half so extensive as he foundthem. 

Tte British operations against tins departnicBty were* taken 
ic^ of ihe^ilaiitfd of Sir-Gfty <Sarlcto»^ and coHHi|itted'ttti*^ 
"''■' diarge 
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charge of g^* Bu^oyn?, The fprce alott^d to them, c^/^mUtm 
ing of British and German troops, anoomited to more ih^m IMA 
inen, exclusive of the artillery corps. Of these, the GeniuiMi; 
mostly Brunswickers, exceeded 3200, Arms a«4 accoatrcmeito 
were amply provided to- supply those royalists who wore faen 
pected to join the army as soon as it.penetrated the £roj|Uer^0( 
the United State$. ^ powerful brass train of artilleipy W99i finr^ 
nished, probably the finest, and the most excellent sup|)l|c4:W 
to officers and private men, that had ever becnalotted.to»«^oii4 
the operations of any army not exceeding the present Jo Rum^ 
ber. Beside the regular forces, several tribes of Ia4ia.i|S wtf^m 
induced to come into the field. It has been generally supposedi^ 
that Caileton^s scruples upon the point of employing, then^ wom 
by no means acceptable tomimstry. They were consider(^ a§ 9 
principal number of (he force destined to tlie prosecotioft of Ifaii 
northern war ; and tl^ governor of Canada was accpr^jagty «M 
joined to use his Utmost influence in. bringing tii)^mfe3PMM»dd«> 
support of it. In tlie execution of the proposed. oj^e^ui^kifla^ 

fen. Burgoyne was seconded by able and excellent ofB^erV^cibe 
^hilips, of the artillery, generals Frazej, Powd and HaiOttiDir 
with t^ie Brunswick generals Baroo Ueidesel and geiiN, Spedite 
The army was, in every respect, in the best conditw^.; Ifair 
troops were in tlie highest spirits, admiraijix disciplii|e4y«it4 
uncommonly healthy* Colonel St. Leger was detached tiyjV^]^ 
of Oswego, to make a diversion on the Mohawk rive?;* Hdlo^ 
220 men, from the eiglith and thirty ^fourth regiments^- Sii^-.Jt^a 
Johiison's corps of New-Yorkers, lately raised, >omc Ijapmirf 
chasseurs, a conipany of Canadians ana a party of lodi^O^r bt¥ 
side the expectauon of being joined by a much largcv Aumteri 
His force did not prop^bly exceed 800 men. The main a^tmf^ 
lindcr gen. Burgoyne, proceeded m Lake Chan;?pjaia,h liipjlto^t 
and encarriped at no great distance from Crown-Point, w^b^ IM 
« met the Indians in congress, and afterward, in comp^i^uice^wttiil 
fiieir customs, gave them a war feast. He made a Sfmeicbfet 
them y,uiie21.] calculated to excite their ardor in the Qpjaoig* 
cause, and at tlie same time to repress their barbarijty.. . Jifiif!i» 
joined it upon them, that they should pnly killph^s^^ wbo-n^t 
posed tliem in arms ; that old men, women^ c;hildrea m^^t^^fOk 
soners, should be held sacred from the knife or liafchetoey,ii|%| 
the heat of actual conflict; that they^ should oaly.sc^liMli 
whom they had slain in fair opposition ; but thai uqder»lifl^j|iife 
tence should they scalp the woupded, or even dyings mucji.itf| 
kill persons in tliat condition. They were pronUsed acoiof^ttif 
^tion for prisoners, but informed that they shqutd:jbe caile^jklfr 
8c,count for ^alps^ Fo^r d^s before j^is spe^ijggii-^jdpl 
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«i»##e^dt Ty ; but did n6t find th<* pmt in sagood a*$tat/e pf de-r 
^m^ as he expected. He imagioed. that tlie proposed ob^acr 
ti«m8^ (which had been ordered by congress the last DepeiX^rj 
atid -which had been backed by his order given in Febi;uary, ana 
r€p€^Gd the fifth of June) would bave been completed, or at 
kasC considerably niare advanced. That they were carried oa 
witii n^ more^ispatcli(y was imputed greatly to the late arrivaLof 
such tixK>ps as CQuld not be brought tp work in ^piiit ; to artifii- 
OKPS. not <Domirig by the time they were ordered, and. to a^ want . 
o£ working cattle. Gen. St, Claiv would before this have called 
in the militia, but for the state of his magjizme ; which made 
biwt apprehend^ that should they come in fast, they might ^at 
l»m oul before the arrival either of the enemy or a supply. . . 
• -. [June 29.'} General Burgoyne issued out a proclamation^ 
a^At U> spf ead terror among the Americans who avowedly pro* 
fessed ^lemselves: the friends of congi-essional measures.; and 
especially to. excite in them a fear of the Indians, whose number. 
ii»»:iaagnified> aiid eagerness to be let loose on their prey, de- 
scriljed with uncommon Energy- Protection and security, Cjoggr 
•d'Wkh conditions, were held out to the peaceable,, \yhQ cooti*. 
aiued in their habitations. All the outrages of war, arrayed ift 
^liaeir n^ast terrific forn«, were denounced against those whg pers- 
ms^v^reA io tfeeii* hostility. But the ]>eople at large were so far 
^om deinj^ frightened, that they diverted themselves witb the 
^•^lanaation, as a complete model of pomposity, 
r* General St. Clair hoped that the enemy would have assaulted 
htm ; and depended on ,that for rendering bis small garrison seji&. 
viceal^ to his country, as he was persuaded that his trpops.werc 
bra^e) and iti case of an assault, would have giveji^a good ^- 
^ptmt of the assailants.. But the moment he was informed of' 
Bui^^y-ne's numbers, and saw that a regular siege was me?>nt, 
be wasccrtain that the eiFectual defence of the posts was impic^st- 
lihk. The old French lines at Ty, had been strengthened with, 
^(titiooal works. There were other posts with works andMock-r 
•houses toward I ^ke George. Opposite Ty,Qathe seastem shore 
«f tb^ inlet by which the waters from Lake Geoi:ge empty them- 
9^^3 into Lake Champlain, a high circular hiH, alias McHint 
Ji^ependence, was strongly fortified. These two pgsls were 
JcSlled by afJoating bridge, below which a slight boom was 
ferawn across tlie lake, and large cassoons were sunk above, bi|t 
'this, arduous work for obstructing the navigatioBj was not cojq- 
filet^d^ Instead of a full complement of troops to man the ex- 
^t^ve lines and defend the numerous works, the whole forci^ 
'<«6nasted only of 2546 coritiaentals, beside 900 n^iljtia, badly 
*^B^^^d 4«ul worse armed, particularly in.: the, article of bay- 
*v.i • onets, 
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onets, which not above one in ten had. The sma11ne$k15<_^ 
garrison would not admit of their possessing tkem&elves (*f^^ 
gar-hill, aiias Mount Defiance, which by its. height and'pro*^ 
Ijiity, had such an entire command both of Ty and Mbuq^l 
dependence, that an enecny might from thence have couiill 
their very numbers, and enfiladed every part of their'^Wql^fJ 
bad been discovered months before, upon trial, when a ca^^ 
Iiadbeen drawn up and fired from the top of it. . . . , . 

[July 2,] On the near apjwroach of the right wing of tfie !#to 
axmy upon the Tycondteroga side, the Americans sib^a^j^ 
their works towardXake George, and left genl Philips^ to |»^ 
iie^stlie advantageous post of Mount Hope, without makini^^^ 
^e^istance, which must havp been ineffectual^ and cou4dfi'ay^^». 
*wered no good purpose. That apparent supmeness and-wimfM 
vigor witli which they were chargeable^ was not occasioned m 
cowiardice or incapacity, but actual imbecility. Gen^ '^*^'^7''^ 
troops proceeded with much expedition in the ^onstructidft^ 
fheir works, the bringing up of artillery, stores aiid, pxqyf^ 
and the establishment of their posts. But what gaye^tHe* 
est aiarm, was the very rapid progress they made Ja- cF 
road and getting ar^liery on Sugar^hiJJ. When onc^ t 
erected a battery on this height, only a few hours more 
have been required to. have invested the Americans on aij 
which nii^ht have been effected by occupying the grounjopi I 
e^s^t side of Lake Champlain, below Mount Independence,j^^ 
/tjie pass from the lake to East-Creek is very narrow. The 3^J 
reason which prevented gen. St. Clair's calling in the mi^^ 
when the royal army was at a distance, prevailed when ft ~ 
drew nearer. Having received intelligence by spies, that .^'* 
liour^ the investiture would be completed, when he sliow 
cut off from all possibih'ty of succour, gen. Scuyler, not^ 
force sufficient at Fort Edward to relieve him, he determi 
evacuate his posts, though he knew it would produce suc^ j 
nishment as had not happened since the comn»encement 0^ 
war. If be was sensible at the time, that should liexe 
there, he would save bis character but lose the army ; wf 
did he go oft he should save the army but lose his chara 
9nd did he courageously conclude upon sacrificing the k 
the cause in whic^ he was engaged, he deserves me ] wa 
cpmo^ndatioiis. A council of war was called, and it wasii 
nimousiy concluded uppn to evacuate as soon as possible, 
gesetal, &y evacuating, intended to tb^ow his tsoops bcUm 
gantry and the royal army, that the militia might have 
"to collect to, wbereas Borgoyne w<)uld otherwise be^. 
to pursue bis operation^ witi^out any obstackr Ftop^r mea 
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Vfjcejmroediately taken for effecting the evacuation. Orders were 
giveij^tothe troops to take with tliem, before they left the ground 
Fciays provisions, sufficient to have earned tliterato the North-River 
Ea^ they pursued the route intended. The general meant to pusii 
for Skleensborough, and tliere to have met the 200 boats and 5 
i^rhied gallies, on board of which were embarked at night as 
Much Cannon, stores and provisions as time would permit. The 
SMcet in the Jersey redoubt was to continue firing his connon 
^yery half hour,, toward tlie battery the enemy were erecting oji~ 
^osite to liim till further orders, that there might be no suspicl- 
on of the rtlanoeuvrcs going forward* All the connon tliat could 
A otl^e removed were to be spiked up, and many wei^e. The 
EnOcking off of the trunnions was omitted, as it might alarm th^ 
jeiiemy. Previous to the sti-iking. the tents every light was to be put 
5ut. Though the evacuatioTl was resolved upon about three ia 
&t kfternoon, it could not be carried into execution till night ; 
^d it was at a season when the nights were at the shortest, and 
ivhen it Was moon light. The necessity of keeping the matter ai 
secret until the very moment prevented any preparatory steps 
to expedite the business. Henle difficulties arose, wiuch 9cca* 
feonedsome irregularities in the different embarkations and made 
SJmpbssiWe to prevent all disorder. But for waht of gen. Fc^ 
£ipy & circulating proper orders in season to his brigade, and of 
rfii^e ^tention on his part, every thing appeared ia the greatest 
^OTifdsiort on Mount Indcpehdencel 

'^ 'ftuly e.] At two o'clock; in the morning St. Cfaic left Ty- 
Conderoga. About three, the troops were put into motioa foi 
Ae evacuation of the Mount, but Fermoy having «et lire to his 
fioose (contrary to positive orders) the whole Mount was en^ 
^htened by it, so that tlie enemy had an opportunity of seeiii^j 
^Verjr movement, which damjaed the spirits of the Amem«uiSv 
alid ifidiiced them to push off in a disorderly manner. Colonel 
Francis brought off the rear guard in good order about four 
0*Clock. Many regiments after a while recovered from. their 
^lifusioft through the exertion -of St. Clair. Upon the army's 
tofiviog; at Hubbardtoa they were halted foi* nt?ar two hours.-^ 
9Si fear guard was increased by many whoat first did not be- 
iffig-^it, but were picked up, through aninabiiity of keeping up 
mth Hheir regiments. Most of the stragglers and rear guard 
fe i ffiig joined, the army was again put m motion. The rear 
^JWOcd was her6 given to col. Warner, with orders to. folU)«^-^ 
sobk ay the whole came up, and to halt about a mile and a half 
,^irt tf tlxe njain body (which was to continue* that nigW at 
Qliriestowri, aJbout six miles from Hubbardton) and to march iii 
ifiStaoming by four aad join it. Charlestown is thiitj mife? 
Jrtx ^^. ., ■ « ' . IroiSL '^ 
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from Tf, and twelve from Skcensborough. Cel. Wani**, ^rtHk 
the rear-guard and stragglers, amounting to near 1200, 4etaA» 
Inined to remain at Hubbardtoa that night, because X^ mA 
were much fatigued. In the morning the general paraded tile 
army, and waited near two hours for the rear^guard. 

When general Frazer perceived in the morning, that the- A^ 
mericans were retiring, he commenced a pursuit with his HA^ 
gade, consisting of the light troops, grenadiers and sonae OtJief 
corps. General Reidesel, with most of the Brunswickers^ *i**s 
ordered by the British conmiander to join in the pursuit, eitfair 
to support Frazer or to act separately. I'he latter continued tie 
purJHiit through the day; and receiving intelligence that 'ft. 
Clair's rear was at no great distance, ordered hits troops to fe 
that night on their arm^ In the morning he came up with tie 
Americans, commanded by colonel Warner, who had be^ilelb 
own, the regiments of colonels Francis and Hale. The Brkhh «l- 
vanced boldly [July 7.] and the two bodies formed wiMi 
about sixty yards of each other. Frazer began tlte attack aboit 
seven o'clock, expecting every moment to be joined hy Reidt9d| 
and apprehending that if he delayed^ the enemy would cset^ 
Hale being apprised of the danger, never brought his regittWlt 
to the charge, but8ed ; so that Warner could bring into adM 
no mpre thaft about seven hundred men. The confKct^Si 
hloody# Francis fell fighting with great bravery. Warnel; <i^ 
ficers and soldiers, behaved with much resolution and gailMlK 
$0 that the British broke and gave way, but soon fornnted aiml^ 
and running on the Amerieans with their bayonets,* theMKr 
were put into no small confusion, which was increased by tJidA- 
tical arrival of gen. Reideset with the foremost of his tolijid^ 
Consisting of the chasseur company, and eighty grenadiers dU 
light infantry, who were immediately led into action. * mitf 
nowikd on all sides. Gen. St. Clair heard whcnthe ftriftg'b^ 
gan, ^nd would have supported Warner; but the troops tlfct 
were nearest, two militia regiments, would not obey order, lid 
the others were at too great a£ distance. Haie^ who hdNk- 
tempted.to get oflF by flight, fell in with an inconsidcrabfcwito 
't)f British, and surrendered himself, with a number of hmHn 
prboners. The Americans lost S24 in killed, wounded anMK^ 
soners* Among the last were 12 officers; The r^yal tPoop^%- 
eluding British and Germans, had not less than 1^3 kill^ij*IW 
Wounded. They had three officers killed and twelve wojft^ 

* Bargoyae't States tarl of Balcarrts, isd eid of HirnogtoiMlflh 
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Ulu^ .WbiJe St. Cbir was atCastleton, an officer of one of the gal- 

^fi^ Mirived wkh information that the British were pursuing ia 

-tosvc toward Skeensborough and Would reach it before he could 

;getti>ere» This determined him to change his route, and to strike 

into tli^ woods on his left, lest he should be intercepted at Fort 

Anuc* Two New-England regiments of militia, Leonard's and 

Well's discovered such a plundering disposition on their march, 

^qd behi^ved so <li8orderly during the whok retreat, tliat two 

••dsiiys after leaving Castleton he was obliged to dismiss them 

^pm tbe arn^y with disgraccf General Burgoyne confiding in 

►*Fra;5^'8 ^ilities to coiiduct the pursuit of the American!^ by 

4and, turned iias attendon to the pursuit by watefr. The boom 

^dj^etother obstruction's of the navigation, not having beeii 

cpmpleted were soon cut through ; so that the guh-bOats, the 

.Jloyai George ^nd the Inflexible frigates had passed by nine 

<>k:lock in the morning. Several regiments embarked on hoard 

^le vessels, and the pui^suit was ^pport^d with such vigor, that 

3)^7 tl>iee in the afternoon, the foremost brigade of gun-boats were 

*^**g^^ with the enemy's gallics near Skeensborough fatlsl Up- 

i>f ihe i^pproach of tlie frigates, opposition Ceased, two of the gal- 

li^s were tak€iv» and the other three blown up. ihe Americans 

;^ot being insufficient force to make an effectual stand, set fire' to 

"4be worksi, foit, mills and batteaux ;' and escaped as they could 

'pp WoodCi*eek to Fort Anne, where they were j'jined by others, 

wdered thither fey gen. Scuyter, whP lay at Tort Edward. 

jOn the day of the engagement at'liubbardton, tlie general was 

••obliged to strip the men at the last fert, to serid to the troops at 

the farmer » by which his own were left Without lead for sortte 

^^ay;S, except a mere trifle from Albany, obtained by stripping 

tbe windows* At this period he h'ad tiot kbove seven hundred 

t'CgjitineHtals^ and not above twice the number of militia; and 

J^ould 4aot furnish small cannon sufficient for a couple of little 

schooners on Lake George. Lieut, col. Hill was detached by 

|;en. Burgoyne from Skeensborough with the ninth regiment, to 

tfike |>ost near Fort Anne, and watch the motions of the Ame- 

ripans. The next morning [July 8.] at half past ten, they at- 

^tacked hina in front, with a heavy and well-directed tire. A large 

'fcody passed (he creek on the left, and fired from a thick 'wobd a- 

teross the creeV on tlie left flank of the regit^ent ; they then b<- 

i^an to recro$$ the creek, and attack it in the rear'. It took post 

^ Tlrit acccmnt of the kilW, tod vown^ed and prifonfrs, on both fidct, is 

^jpfttf^ffd iVpm tbe jottfnal of ^ Britift officer, \«ho w3i aTtrrward taken and 

wlMOMAtfoned the naimea of the offictrs killed and wouoded 00 bis own Ude. 

t Confiili the Triala of gcncrib St, Clair and gcuylcr for many facta rela- 
ted rtfpecting ihcai« 

Vol. II. D d no 
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on the top of a hill on the right to prevent being surrottn 
Jio sooner had it taken post, than they made a vigorous' a 
which continued for upward of two hours, and would cer 
have carried their point, had it not been for some Indi^ns^/ 
arrived and gave the Indian war-whoop, .wliich was answe^cij 
'the regiment with three cheers, after which tlie Americ^igSc 
gave way** They then fired the fort, and retreated to Fortl 
ward. The artillery lost by the evacuation gf the northern pos^ 
and taken or destroyed in the armed vessels at Skeensboroji^^ 
was prodigious^amoimting to no less than 128 pieces seryjcej- 
ble and unserviceable. The loss of flour, biscuit, pork an^-J^e^ 
*was also veiy considerable.* . ,[ ^ 

Gen- St. Clair joined gen. Scuyler at Fort Edward on t^ 
twelfth, after a fatiguing march, in which the army suffered flw^ 
from bad weather and want of provisions. Three days after^X^ep- 
whole strengh did not exceed 4400 men, including. miiitia,X& 
day following the affair at Fort An lie, Scuyler ordered a bi%^fe 
of militia to begin, as near the fort as possible, to fall trees ; to!^^ 
up the bridges,, and burn the covering and timber; and tai]|^^ 
^the utmost obstructions. I July J6.1 A continental bpg^ 
was directed to assist in destrying and completely stopping t&t 
roads.. The same day gea. . Scuyler took, out of a Qante.i^n.w^ 
a false bottom,, a letter written by Mr. Levi us to gen. Suliiyan. 
Scuyler prepared an answer designedly woided so as.^il^ 
ceive and perplex Burgoylie ^ which he signed Canteen, ConS^j*. 
nicated to several gentlemen, and tlien for\¥arded. The Bdfj^ 
general when it was received, could not tell what to m^%^ 
It. He was puzzled for two or three days, and at a los;s¥^- 
ther to proceed or retreat y the latter was so completely ggj^^ 
^natical.t "* . z 

Happily foe the Americans^ the British general contuiue^j|br 
several days, with tlie army partly at Skeensborough, and pi^f 
spiead ia tlie adjoining country, waiting the arrival of tents, p^- 
gage and provision.. In which time no labor was spared in <>pfi^ 
ing roads for advancing towa/d Scuyler^ and in clearing W^y^ 
Creek of all impedimentsk laid in the way, in order to^ pj * 
passage for the batteaux. Like exertions were, used ajt ^ 
carrying gun-boats, provision vessels and batteaux pver |ai^^__. 
Lake George. By reason- of the route which the g€o«rail4q^ 
he^id not arrive at Hudson's-River, and fix his headj-iq^a^le** 

- * Mfjtsr ForbeB^s seco^ot to tliehoufe of commons from 3\irg<^p^^ Mfn 
f When; the general was prifoneri he made this ackDowledgmdit t^k'^tttlf 
Scuyler*! fuitj whom he aflDird whether he knew any thipg of ify aUdiAN 
llfeteiided ignMincc v * 
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ape^irFort Edward^ till the 30th pf July. Fort Edward is no mofe 
tf&n the ruins of a former fort^ and of no consequence to any 

f"art)r. It could afford no cover to general Scuyler^ ^nd onlf 
avfc a . name to the place where it was situated. The genexil 
left it several^ days, before Burgoyiie gained its neighborhood. 
H^;^ave this stat« of his ai^ny on the 21th, at Moses' Creek, in 
"^Tjl^ oflacial letter — ** It consists of about 27.00 continental troops 
i-^-*<>f militia from the state of Connecticut— onie major— one cap- 
-'fai tf — two lieutenanls— two ensigns — one adjutant — one qu^rter- 
'jnaster— six sergeants — one drummer: — sixsict — and three rank 
^hd'filc fit for duty— the rest^after remaining three or four days, 
-~iaeserted-u& — Of those frona. the county of Berkshire (in the 
Massachusetts) who consisted of upward of 1200^ half of whicK 
^ere to have- remained^ somewhat more than 200 are left, the 
xemainder having also deserted — Gf colonel Mosely'is regiment, 

firom the county of Hampshire (Massachusetts) about ten or 
-^welve are left,, the; rest having deserted — Of colonel Porter's 
"^feginient, of the county of Hampshire, about 200 left-— Of the 
'^iUtia of the county of Albany^ 1050 are left,, being' forty -§ix 
'*pA6te than half of what werer upon the ground when it was re- 
'solved to let half return to their habitations.'^ He added, "That 
^torpbr^ criminal indifference and want of spirit which so gene- 
'-rally- prevails,,, is more dangerous than all the efforts of the.ene- 

ijiy. Nor is that jealousy and. spirit of detraction which so un- 
Tiappily prevails, of small detriment tor our cause." The next 

^ay he wrote "from Saratoga, twenty miles below Fort Edward 
:^ and thirty-seven above^ Albany,,, " Every effort of the enemy 
' 'wcfuld be in vain, if ouu exertions eqjialled our abilities, if our 
■ Virtue was not sinking under that infamous venality which per- 

**cades throughout,, and threatens us vwtlv ruin.?^ 

The desertions^ above mentioned^ were not to tl\e enemy, 

trut to- their awn homes ; Scuyler was, for some reasobs, a very 
'' unacceptable commander to the New-England militia. They 

'.were in general disgusted with, and would not serve und^r him. 

There were no desertions to the royal ^rmy worth, noticing, 

Vhicli argues there were -no lurking seeds of dlsaflfection to 
- the American cause. 

"**' flad the British commander returned immediately to Ty, and 
^ mcRranced from thence in the most expeditious manner, with a 
few figjit field-pieces, instead of suffering any delay, iji ord^erto 
^%Is dragging along with him a heavy train of artillery, he might 
^^aye beenat iVlbany by the tirne hegot to Hudson's-River.* Your 
^* j;qxresporident, the filtla, of October, the laSt year, breakfasted 

f CcQcral Gates has repeatedly (aid at xwkH ia my heanog* 
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trith gfeh^ral GatcSy at Ty ; sarlcd ia company up Lake Geocgife; 
(atoitt 35 miles long) with their horses in batteauX ;; laitrfeiti^: 
^ayed a' while, and reached Fort Edward (about 9 miles ftomi ; 
FortQeorge) atnight/a little after eighth From Ty to Lakd . 
George k rattier more than two miles*^ The two small schoonent:. 
^n the lake, could have made no long resistance against ^ Irf^ : 
gade of gun-boats. Fort George was well adapted to keej> imtr 
Indians and small partfes, but not to stop the royal drmy.. Tb^ : 
Americans there, msteadof defending the fort or opposing the- J 
landing of the army, would undoubtedly have retreated to gen;. • 
Scuylcr, kt Fort Edward The latter ifelt himself so weak, ttiaft^ 
by tlie first of August he drew back from Saratoga to Stillws^icr *: 
(25 miles north of Albany); from whence he Wrote on the 4tb^^ 
*'We have not above 4000 continental troops; if men, boqri 
third of which a^e negros^ boys and men tod aged for the fiekl^v 
or indeed any otlier service, can ht called troops,. . The statieft^ 
from whence these troops, came, can determine why such bciyaii'! 
Begroes and aged men were sent. A great part of the ar^jTi'* 
look the field in' a manner nUked, without blankets, ill aoiie^i 
and very deficient in accoutrements- Too many of our (^^i^^ 
would be a disgrace to the most conteiftptible troops th^t w^sic 
ever collected ^ and liave^o little sense of honoi- that cashierih^^* 
them seems no punishment. They have stood by >nd sufferl^L 
the most scandalous depredations to be (committed on ^t\e piwrk:; 
distressed, ruined and dying inhabitants.''' lie h$d also d^ow^ 
fifteen hundred militia. . . , ■ * ^* 

The evacuation of Tycondetoga and Moiint indejpeiJdehcc^'^ 
surprised gen. Washington^ and spre^4 astonishment and tcxioi^^ 
thi'ough the New-England states* The general waS led to belJ'eV^i 
that the garrison was liauch stronger. The Massachusetts gencN^ 
»al court wer^ faulty in not having seasonably fbrwardei rfittl' 
quota of troops, agreeable to the requisitioii of congress^ 'XWt 
apprehensions of the Massachusetts people Were the greater^ a^ » 
their military friends with gen. Washington's army, inforftiei' 
them that the expedition which Sir William Howe had under*. - 
taken, and for which he was embarking histroops fifom Statcii^-: 
Island^.wa^ m^ant against Boston.. But amid all the disa^te]^^. 
which had happened, and the consequent terrors, noisort of fB^t'p 
position to comply with British propositions, appeared in di(f : 
quarter. Notwithstanding the success thathadattended the tkoi^k^i 
em army; and the military storm that was gathering at Sand}&»*> 
Hook, and no one state knowing ^here it would f^S, yet 'e»ciiH 
^discovered a determination to remain independent. The Am^^ 
xkdti commander jn chief received infprmation tliat,th«Gom*iif 
m^xej^rt among the sailors and Soldiers was^'tbat thedei^.mifr) 

going 
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f (jiag ^ the Delavrafe r Init as Howe's conduct was to liira puzi^ 
ilirfg teyond measure, so were the inforniations he obtaincill^ 
0iS6 time thfe ships Wdre standing up toward the North-kiyer. Iii 
i little while they vwefe going up the' Sound ;. and ir^ an hour . 
aftefy they were sailing' out of the Hook. Before their sailing^ 
a spirited aiventure todk place ori th^ side of Rhode-Island, 
tHnch hot (Jdly fiilly retaliated the surprisal of general Lee, but . 
procured atl ihd^iriilificatiort cjf his person- Lieutenant colonel 
B^toa, bf a iiiilitia regiment belonging to that stale, with seve-J- 
til Othet qfiic'eriJ and volunteers,," to the number of forty, passed 
^f highf' ij\i\f 10.'} frohi V^af wick Neck to Rhode- Jsland, arid 
fhOugb they had a passage of ten rtiiles by water,, eluded the 
wafchfalne^s of the ^lips of war and guard-boats which sur- . 
toOflde'd th^ island. They conducted their enteVprize with sucli 
sjlenccf ^4 dexterity^ that tliey surprised general Prescot in his 
4iafter$, about bde milt from the Water side,, ahrf five froni . 
Newport, aiidbroa|;ht: him, With'dne of his aids-de-cariip, safe . 
to0i^connn'ent,,which tliey liad nearly reached before there waS' 
iii^alArmaiilong theenehiy. Thfs adventure, wl 
|)^tied 'fudges must outweigh Col. Marcourt*s capture 

E" *taced much exultation on the 6n^ side, and hit 
)th'ery f^oimthe influence it would necessarily h 
nition^ But more than a'month before, corij 
Hwdd i^fdtniatioh that Lee was treated by gen. Ho\ 
iie^y geherosity and tenderness, which had led tl 
that col. Campbell and the five Hessian officers shbi 
in„a sinfilat manner, eoiisisteht with the confinem 
(Hislx^dy of their person's* They resolved, withi 
after hearing of Prescot's being taken, thil ah e 
sheiildbe plovided arid presented to colonel Barton. 

flPhe British Heet arid arriiy \^hich lay at Sahdy-ttbofe,.'wer^ 
3«itiaed fot the reduction bf Pennsylvania, particularly of Phi- 
ladelphia, in pursuance of a plan which harf been settled between 
Sit William Howe and lord GSorge Germiaip i but did riot sail . 
till the 23d bf July. The land force consisted of thirty-six Bra- ! 
tish and'Hessiari battalions, iriclading the light-infantry and gre- 
nadiers," with a powerful artillery, a Nfew- York co^ps calle^d the 
'quec^^s rangers, and a regiment bf light-horse, esliriiatedattoge- 
p«f, at about 1*6;000. I1ie fleet consisted 6lf-267 sail. General 
Waihingtbn; upon tlie fleet's saiUfig, marched his ^rmy toward 
3?ei0^ylvailid,' arid halted' it at Cornells ferry. Hotel's ferrjr, 
^ri54?Veritori. He Wi'ote frohi Corf ibl's' ferry ori the 30'tli — ^ 
•* H4«wl*S (in a nianri'er) abando'ning Burg^oyne, is souria^counta- 
We a ttiatter,-that till Tarii fully assured it is so, I cannot help 
iaitteg^y'feyes^x:ondnd[aBy "tithind me.'*- - ttc mertfiori'ei hfe ' 

-":-. ^ halting 
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baltir^ the army till the fleet should appear in the D^Iawp^ 
- and put the matter out of douht ; and that he had order'od^ifaj 
Sullivan's division to halt at Morristown, that it might hf^jf^ 
southward or northward, upon tlie &st advice of the ca^m^s 
throwing any fotce up. the North-River^ . t - ^' 

' General Washington's perplexity for some daysj c^noo^bei^ 
"Well conceived of as hy extracts froii) his own letters ; read |j^a4 
and judge for yourself, *^ July 3 !;> The enemy's fleet 'arny^ 
at the Capes or Delaware yesterday^ therefore order tlie tWafioy 
gades thrown over the river, to march immediately.^ ** CWg " 
August I. I had proceeded ^hus fau to^ look, out fon 'a.prpj 
place to arrange the army,, whea I received the provoking, 
count, that the enemy's fket left the Capes yesterday,, arid st 
cd eastward. I shall return with the utmost expedition to' 
■North-River ; a sudden stroke is certainly intended by this i 
jiceuvrc. Call ia every maa of the militia to strengtheii' JSr 
highland posts.'^ " August 1 . The enemy's fleet put to Wa j^ 
terday morning at eight o'clock, ahd were out of sight thi;j|^ 
liQurs when the express came away* It appears gcn^ HowVJm 
l)een practising a deep feint to. draw our whole force to this ^^^ 
Counter-march your division, and proceed with all po'ssibi|el^ 
pedition to Peek's-kill.'^ " Augi:jst 3* The conduct of 'the'^**-- 
my is difficult and distressing to be understood, '^ **^Aufft& 
On the seventh the enemy was ofFSinepuxcntfnlel, aoou' 
Jeagues to the southward of the Capes of Delaware, oiv ^i 
have halted for further intelligence." " August 22. Tl^e tntm^ 
fl^et have entered Chesape.ake. There is not now tlie least d^ 
ger of Howe's going to New-England ;, forward this accoapl^ 
governor Trumbull, to be by him sent on to the eastward^ f* 
Sir WilHam Howe, while off the Capes, received that inmi^ 
ation which led him to judge it most advisable to proce^r^ ^ 
Chesapeake-Bay instead of going^p the Delaware* ^!^? M" 
formation could not relate to the measures taken for rei^^^*^"^ 
the navigation of the river impracticable^ ThesQjneasures. 
matters of, so great notoriety, that he must have been strai 
deficient in procuring intelligence, if he did not know th^ 
fore he left the Hook. Beside, the obstructions in the rivi 
not reach so low down as either Newcasle or Wjlmin^ 
high as either of which places the fleet might have come 
satety ; and had he landed at the first "of them, be wouf" 
beenwitliin 36 miles of Philadelphia, and fourteen miles 
than the Head of Elk. The information most prbbafely 
to gen. Washington's having marched the continental^; 
within a certain distance* of Philadelphia; and perh^si ' 
^TQSfect of his beingjoined by a number of disaffiected Ame 
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I3tf*e states of Maryland and Tielaware, upon his going up tfe^ 
'CSiesapeak and landing in Maryland'. Be that as it niay, through 
iiftfavourable winds he did not enter the Chesapeak till the 1 6th of 
August ; and the difficulty of the navigation made it the 25th, be- 
fore the army landed at Elk ferry. One part advanced to the 
tleSd of Elk, the other continued at the landing place to protect 
4nd forward the artillery, stores and necessary prpvisronS. llie 
day Sir William entered the Chesapeak, he rec;eived from lord! 
Georee Germain, a letter of May the 1 8th, w^herein was givea 
fcini tne fest intimation, ttiat any support whatever would be ex* 
Reefed from him in favor of the northern expedition under gen. 
iSurgoyhe, in vw^ords to this purpose—** I trust that whatever » 
ypu may meditate, it will be executed in time to co-operate with 
the airmy ordered to proceed from Canada."' Gei\, Washington 
jupbri advice of the British army*s having landed, marched towarif 
the Branny wine river, witii his troops, amounting in the whol^' 
to 11,000 present and fit for duty, including 1^00 of the PenA- 
sylvariia. militia. Gen. Greene attended with gen, Wfeeddn, wi^ 
'^nt to reconnoitre and find outarteligiWe spot for their elicarttpr 
lienL ' He pitched upon one at the Cross Road^, near six milesb 
itistant from the royal army,, which he judged suitable, as llie 
*Aniericans would there have :*n open country behind them, froak 
whence they could drawassistancCy and would have opportuni- 
ties of skirmishing witli the enemy before tlVey were organized 
and provided with teams and horses; ^c. for marching ; and a* 
Howe^s troops would he a long while cramped before they cduld 
get what was wanting^ in. order to titeir proceeding. He wrote 
to (he comnnander in chief, acquainting him with the spot he hail 
chosen. But the iaformatibn was received too late : a couilcii 
iif trar hat! determined the same day it was transmitted, to take 
^position upon Red -Clay Neck, about halfway between 'Wii- 
'huri|tbn and Cliristianna, alias Christeen, with their leftupoH 
•Chnsteea-neGk> and their right extending toward, Chad's Fori 
'VHieil the reasoit for it, that it would prevent the enemy's pas-, 
^d^g on for Philadelphia, was assigned td gen. Greene^ he raala- 
*^ed, that they would not think of Philadelphia, till they haii 
be^h the Anoerican army ;, and upon his observing the positixja 
which, had been taken, he condemned it as being greatly hazard^ 
^Aus^ aiici such as must be ab^ndoned^ should the enemy when 
ofejihized advance toward them. The Americans howcvcjr, 
'i^^ mkch time andlabour in strengthening the post. 
y.^t US break off here to mention some of the congressional 
^ttfOceedings. In the beginning of June, they approved gener^, 
"Washington's conduct as to the cartel for exchange of prisoners, 
'^tod his'rcas6nirf|.upbtt the-siibject. The general iiad "aco/iaHir^d^ 

Sir 
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$ir William Howe, that he did ** not hold himself bound either % 
^e spirit of the agreement, or by the principles of justice,*^ ac* 
count for those prisoners, who, from the rigor and sevcrkjrif 
their trfsatment, were in so emaciated and hu^uishing a stattrst 
^ time they came out, as to render their death almost €^0:^ 
^nd inevitable, and which, in many instances, happeucci wUe 
^cj were returning to their homes, and in many others afitr 
ttcir arrival." He said to him **. You must be sensible tfaftt 
^ur engagement, as well as all others of the kind, though m la- 
ter it expresses onlj an equality of rank and number, as tfaerjEufc 
of exchange, yet it necessarily implies a regard to the geaami 
priaciples of mutual compensation and advantage* This is iakt* 
rent in its nature, is the voice of reason,, and no stipuladoB is 
ip the condition in which, prisoners should be returned, Mrsi»~K- 
f uisite. Humanity dictated, that their treatment should be aoeh 
^ their health and coipfort demanded. Nor is this the iaiigtia|e 
of humanity alone-r-justice declares the same. The object mh 
yery cartel, or similar agreement, is the benefit of the prisooib 
themselves, and that of the coptepding powers-r-on thia.fbotijjg 
It equally exacts, that they should be well treated, as that^tirt^ 
should be exchanged : the reverse is . tlierefore an evide]itii:^6dE- 
tion, apd ought to subject the party, on whom it is chargeaUe^i» 
ail the damages and ill consequences resulting from it"* ' . 

[June U.l. Congress" resolved. That the flag of the TMv 
iecn United States be thirteen stripes^ alternate red and. wliite^ 
that the union, be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, repoesBOt- 
in^jt ne\)fr constellation.'* [June 20.] " Resoivedt /fbatacfiMM 
prinvaUds b^ formed, consisting of eight con^panies, eackcm- 
pany to have one captain, two lieutenants, two ensigns, fixaWr 
^eants^ six corporals, two drummers, two fifers and a lnjaiopi 
men^ This corps to be employed in garrison ;and for gisvikip 
Cities and \ other places, as also to serve as a miiijtary schooliv 
young, geiitlemen, previous to their being appointed to marchiri[| 
regiments." Lewis Nicola, esq. was immediately after ^leS 
colonel of tjiie said, corps. , ' .\:V, 

The inhabitants of the New-Hampshire grants haying $(^ig^ 
an ir^dependent government, presented a petition to coiimi^ 
prayi}^.that they rnigJit be considered as a free ^nd indepiciDEfafit 
state/and that delegates from them might be admitted tQjBeafMK 
cpngr^ess. .[June 30.] .Their petition was dismissed. Biittf^ji 
n was disnussed„the petitioners have npt di^olvcd their £0«€i% 
pent^but are resolutely dcteima^4 to continue a free and iMi^ 
jpendent state.. . . . ; ■ -\, '>s^ 

•i.^*-^^*^'****'*^*^*^'***^^''^*^"" Howe and W«lhinfMg^«riA> 
fters, in the RcmcinteMccr, Vol, Y. p. sr4 to z^^, snA p. ajti, Ti*>iUg 
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V |5tiiy 1.] Congtess resinned the ^coirsideration" of certam fet- 

^'-ters from g^nerais Sullivan, Greene and Knax, aJI dated Ac 

: ^est ©f |G;ly ^ whefcupoh congress came to the following unani- 

kxoQS resolution : " That the president transmit to gen. Washing- 

^toiai copies of tlie letters from generaris Sullivait, Grcciie' aftd^ 

&aox to t:ongress, with directions to him to let those' officers 

know that congress consider the said letters as an attempt to m- 

-fiuence their decisions, an invasion of the liberties of the people, 

'laid in^ating a want of confidence in the justice of congress: 

..-th^i^is expected by congress, the said officers will make proper 

*«ekiiowte<^ments for an interference of so dangerous a tendency; 

€)ut if any of those officers are unVilling to serve their co€int0- 

tmder the authority of congress, they shall be at liberty to re- 

.^ign their comnniissions and retire." Their letters are supposed 

A.O hj^ve related to the aflair of Monsieur du Coudtay and other 

fYemch.cfficeii, 'which will be immediateiy mentioned; and to 

have contained an intimation, that j>lacing anyiaf these over 

^Iheir heads would be preventive of their servihg their country 

vteflger, . if they have made any acknowledgments to congress^ 

l&e same have beeu printed in the journals, or h^ve hitherto 

.^rsc^eAmyseafrch, ; ' ' r^ 

About trie latter end of April, the Amphitrife arrived 'St 

?Qi^mo\ith from France, with railitary^ores, intrenching tooi^» 

.&C.J — By the same or a similkr opportunity, Mous. du Coudrav^ 

and several more officers, eame over with a view of serving m 

ftljie Anaerlcanarmy, upon terms agreed between them and Air. 

t)eaiie. Mr. Deatie contracted with du Coudray W half a 

hundred officers. Coudray was to be commiander irt trhi^f of the 

tiadSiery and engineers'; t6 have the rank of major-general ; to 

precede some others by express stipuladon and ali by the pre- 

^^ekfiiie nee usual to artillery. He was to be under no order 

jbot of congress and general 'Washington ; to have the pay of a 

Aojor-generalin a separate department ; and.tcr be pension^ for 

fife. "Congiess was embarrassed. There was no establlsHirig of 

^AK;h an agreement without oiFering an insult tGrthehr oWh Ame- 

.iScaai officers of the fiist rank, ana obliging ttieiri (in honor) tw> 

^itthe service, unless they would 'ever aiter be esteemed the 

^l|nrittess tools of congress. On the i 1th' of July, a commiltee 

wthfe wJlole resolved, ** That Mr. Silas t)cane had/not any 

^i^^e^ or kfthority from coi^gi^ess to make the treaty With Mr. 

'«iCaifdraVyUnd the other French gentlemen therein mentioned, 

and thereli^re that congress are not by any means bound to fulfil 

Ubl^^ttjns^theirepf." Mc. Deane's instructions wa^ tb engage en- 

|;ineers nofesceiAmgSQnx^ThencJCt day it was resolved, '' ^D^t 

it^i^i. opiniojft of this committee, that the said agreementis in- 

^ou. II. E c consistent 
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coitsistent with the interest, honor and safety of tbeseUflifii 
States. This report heing made, was smothered out of leivdeei' 
ness^ and laid on the table, that a trial nnight be made to^jqaat 
the miliary asnbition of du Coudray. They tbereiiwtr Ott &k 
15th, " resolved. That a committee of three be ajppointed i* 
confer with Nlons. du Coudray ; that they inform faimy^coi^gf^ 
cannot comply with the i^reement he has entered i&ta wkk 
ftlr. Deane,; but sensible otthe services he has rendered thoMt 
states^ and having a fai^ipuraWe opinion of his merits s^^^ajtnStix^ 
they will cheerfully give him swcn rank andappointnvents as ^ihai 
Wit be inconsistent with the honor and safety of these .states, or 
interfere witli the great duties they owe to their constituenis.^ 
They afterward or&red money to be advanced to hini, for tte 
si^port of himself and the gentlemen w^ (5ame with iMai h^ 
France ; and on the 1 Itb of August appointed him ^spectorgeft* 
eral of ordnance ^d military i»anufactorles> with^eraak^f 
iriajor-jgeneral. 

fjuly 31.] ^ Whereas the naarquis de la Fayette, out of lit 

great zeai to the cause of liberty, in which the United Statj^^;^ 

engaged, has left his family and connections, and at his <mn e»* 

pence come over to offer his service to the United States witiion^ 

pension or particular allowance, and- is anxiotis to fisk hi3 life m 

our caus« : — Resolved, That his serviced aAepted^ and.tlatw 

consideration of his zeal, iltustcious family and connepfioims. iir 

liave the rank and conunision of major-general in the .anm ^i^ 

Ae United States/^ - ^^^ 

• The proceedings- of congress must be snspended, till scTOe^Qt^ 

count has been given of this noble phaenomenon, ' --^^ 

In li'ity the marquis at the age of nineteen,^ espoused tb€i 

cause of the Anacricans, and determined upon joining thenrifl 

person. He communicated his intention to the American cim^ 

niissioners at Paris,, who failed not to encours^ it, justly cW 

eluding that the eclat of his departure would be seryicciJblc to 

their cause. Events however immediately occurred, wbi(A, 

would have deterred from^this undertaking a person less fteter^ 

fipfined than the marquis* News arrived in France, that the rfem* 

nant of the American army, reduced to 2000 insurgents as tbof, 

were called^ had fled toward Philadelphia through the Jersey^ 

before an army of ao,000 regulars. This news so effectually ai^\ 

tinguished the little credit which America had in Europe, tMt 

their commissioners could not procure a vessel to forward th^ 

nbblencian's project. Under these circumstances tfa^y thought ^! 

but honest to discourage his prosecuting the enterprise, tM^ 

change in affairs should render it less hazardous oxmofuk ffi^: 

mMn^ It was ia vain however that they acted so candid a paii»^ 
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iHfeSme which Urc American sons of liberty had kindled ij| 
lurf-br^a^ could not be interniptcd by their misfortancs. *' Hi- 
Aerto (saidhe^ iivthe true spirit of heroism) I have only clie- 
lisdicdf your cause ; now I am going to serve it The lo^er it is 
in flMf opinion of tfie people, the greater effect my departure, will 
&»re;r and sihce you cannot get a vessel, I $hali purchase ai)d 
iloutone tajEariryyout dispatches to congress, and me to Ame- 
^ea.^*"- Hcaceordiiigly fitted out i vessel, amd in the mean while 
Jisadea viMt to Great-Britain^ that the; part he was going to ^t 
ibight be rendered th^ more conspicuous^ 
'* A^step so extraordinary^ a patroii of so much importance, did 
%etfaiJ to eng^ uirivcrsai attention^ The French court, what- 
3it^B were their good wishes toward America, could not ^t that 
4ime ov^look bis^lopcmcnt;- He was^overtaken by an order for- 
Adding hisptoceeding to Aiperica, and. vessels were dispatched 
itetlne West-Indiesf tohave him ctmfincd incase he was round ih 
that quarter^ He acknowledged the receipt of tlie order, but did 
m>ttobeyit^ and keeping cieai of the West-Indies, arrived in 
^GbcdestOB^ Congress could not hesitate a moment aboat^pay-^ 
lttg.-«-du« attention to^ so remarkable a character, when intein^ 
geoceof the same was comnmnicated. The marquis had left 
m idsegiiaht;con3orty and tliemost endearing connections. Inde* 
Tf^BWtent of the risks^hehas now subjected himself to, in coin-. 
inoii. witfc the leaders of the American revolution, he has ex- 
Tposed himself to the loss- of every thing at home, rn conse* 
Iquence ©f tiie laws of France^ after hazardingf a long, confine- 
WBcnt withou^ the chance of being acknowledg^dby any nation, 
)uid he'fellen into. British Itands on hispassage to America. 
'* -He received the congress's mark of approbation with great 
*oiidesccnsion ;. and yet not without exacting two conditions, 
'^riiicb^rfs^yed the dignity of his- S{ririt-*-the one, that he 
Aoirtd -fee permitted ta serve at his own expence — the other, ^ 
"tfrs*^ shcruld begin his services as a vohinteer. After joining 
the amoty^r he lived with the commander in chief^ and was hap- 
-py in his friendship and affection^, ; /' 

^ ' Now tai?esame the narration of what was done in t&e g^eai 
•ouncil cf the United States. ^ •^' ^ 

* ''Congress directed general Washington to order such geuCTai 
WBcer a^ he should thmk proper, to repair immediately to the 
*!wrthem* department, to relieve general Scuyler in his command 
^tRfci^; -but upon his wishing to be excused, they resolved, 
^[*ii3g«st 4i} to proceed to the election of one ; when the bal- 
tl#t4 being taken, it appeared that general Gates Was elected bjf" 
*4he Vote of eleven sftates.i y 
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Copgpess hayij^ m^e i^w regulations Jbtbedqf^av 
the.fCoiBmissary-general of purchases,. Mr» Joseph Tcmx^ult^ 
reugned hi^ commission^ and sigmfiedhis intention of UsQQxai^ 
luiing bis service on the j20tb of the month. [ August &.j - Th^ - 
uppn that '* resojvedy That Mr. Trumbull, with theoffieew^^Kir 
der him, be desired to continue in the business of suppty iig jfc ^' * 
army, under the forsier estahUahment^ untU the y m miss a ric acy 
general of purchases and issues shall signify their readiness CD^ 
proceed therein under the new regiUations. . . tv ^ «t* 

To what influence Mr. Trumbull imputed the regulations ttel^^ 
occasioned his resi^ation, and what wa$ his opinion as Uartbk^- 
manner of conducting business^ in ^congress, may be gatkeiei«(^ 
from a letter of his^wherein he wrote, on the first o{ SmficmJ^' 
her, "I have quitted the comimssary department. The^negiwr: 
lations which are the ground on which I have quiUedy m&^^ 
formed by the junto. Is it known in your state (^e- MaswiefcbM^; 
aetts) that the president is with the Yorkers and stmthetw; 
Bashaws; that if he wants any thing moved, his broth«r d^Bdo' 
gates are not applied to, but the motion comes from Duacf loi^ 
sucie other persoaof no better character ^ *and that these m^|)i^> 
harnpony between him and his brethren ?" ^ ..^J^r^ 

[August 23.] *' Resolved, that the president infona. g^nMSlSc 
Washington, that congress never intended by any Qomwm£^2 
hitherto granted by them, or by the establishment of miqM^t^ 
part^ient whatever, to supersede or circuniiscrihe the patefsr/ 
of .i^eral Washington, as the eomnaander wdiief ofiatl tterxi 
continental land forces within the United States.'* / i >v^ied 

^ XheBritisl> troops stationed on Staten-Islandwere oftei>MaImf co 
incursions into-the jerseys,.aQdcarrying off inhabitants, cattle^&es?^ 
This indnqed gen. SulUvan to settle a plan with col. iygdet^y^'Stif^ 
attacl^ng the islands - The latter had^ properly spe^dng,. s^sqpaari^ 
^rate command, but agreed to join the general in theexpeiitiaal'^ 
"The general was to go from Elizabeth-Town point ;^ and thecok^ 
with W^ own and col. Dayton's regiment, joined by a hundred.' 
xniUtia, were to cross from ^fM)tlier spot, to pass up Fresb^kill^^ 
creek,, and to come.to the reift of coL Lawrence, ^o^ was -e*^,^ 
canipednear the ferry with about 150 men, whomhc wasti>^e^' 
tack by day-break. The general selected from the brigadcsrcdP^ipiif ' 
nerals Small wood and De Borre, such men as were beat aUe^Arc. 
endure the, march, amounting to near 1000. These he wdere**- 
to march at two o'clock in the afternoon from Hanover jt© iiiaBBifi- 
beth-Iown, about 16 miles, where they anivcdin the etFemNOj^'^ 
On the 22d of August they crossed over before day-light.: TShim^ 
colonel proceeded to execute the part af the plan afot^edtev 
himi^ It h^ been settled that, the gener^l^oaklMad two^e^paef^ 
^;- meats 
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aeiiiitii^Il^ neck of land sepAtatiilg the ^aafter where the €0&' 
Tr4l» to begin his attack from the rest of the island, by their pos^ 
soMtng of which the retreat of the enemy would be cut off, an4 
a surceoder necessarily follow. When the coi. had succeeded in 
theeDOimencement ol his operations^ and saw numbers flying to 
theJKck^-he expected they would have been stopt there; but 
was surprised at observing the contraiy, and that theoccupaacf * 
or die ground had not tak^en place. Unhappily the general, up^ 
on landing, instead of keeping to the plan proposed, marched 
serea miles to^ward the forts, which occasioned a loss of time^. 
and increased the fatigue of the troops, many of whom hadr 
i«ai^died qear upon twenty miles to the pkce where they cross-* 
ecL Tbeir &tigue occasioned several dropping behind, and» 
being picked up by the enemy. The colonel having captured • 
130pstvates and some officers, and having taken a king's shallop^ 
ptULdifiai?.on board and sent them off to Elizal»eth-ToWn. Tbe^ 
pQisoot who bad the care of them, being but an rndifFerent hand,- 
tho«ig^ the best that could be spared, was not sufficiently attenw 
live to^Dircumstances, so that the boats which were to have attend^ 
ed«:geaenil Sullivan's motions, and which had transported his di-^ 
vision, rowed off, the boatmen concluding from the regimental* 
of Jim i^sontrs upon deck and other appearances, that thei 
kiagte^hailop was in pursuit of them. The tro(^ of that divi« 
sioedest»>yed some stores, burnt a magazine of hay and seven! 
vessds^ :and did other damage ; but the grand design of theest-*- 
peditiQafaUed by the general's varying from the plan concertad * 
between him and the cotonel. When the general was advancing^ 
to^fpxd the ground occupied by the latter, no horsemen weres 
senl forward to reconnoitre or to inform the colonel o/fthe ge*^ 
nesd'Sb ^proach, so that Ogden was at a loss for some time whe«^ 
thcr it was a friend or an enemy that was marching up to hinr.** 
When the general joined him, though the boats which were tc> " 
have attended Sullivan were wanting, and the deficiency in num* 
bet of those present, made dispatch in transporting the troops, 
absolutely necessary, the general used no expedition in getting 
th««]^over, • but loitered away the precious time that should have 
be€a improved to the utmost, so that the misfortune of the da^ 
wate increased. The rear-guard, consisting of a hundred meni' 
coufal not get off before the enemy appeared in force to attack 
them; They were commanded by majors Steward and Tillard, 
andvtook post on an eminence, where they defended themselves 
bra^y for a whilcj and then retreated to another eminence,' 
aodM to a tlurd. I'bey maintained their ground with great 
▼aliuv tm their ammunition was all spent, when a number of 
&Oi%i«bo could not possibly get off> surrendered prisoners oT 

war. 
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Waf; Irii^ Aitierkart^ lost in tlie cdurse of th* fefr in 
iR^ounded and pri^n^xs, about 2oa. The killed, wo«ndtett«a4 
Prisoners on the otlier side, might be rteariy Uie sam^. Gespiiiii 
»ilHvttii captured eight and twenty torieafy awl coh or captr &|5 
tbn, who was loo unwicldjf to run off with hJs* comradesi. x|fe 
joined' to them the other prisoners, and sent th^^rtiole te ffiSI^ 
d^t^ift in triumph. While upon the expeditloftv the gcii;^ gaHii 
cd poiftession of some reeordflf and paper* b^loinging to the Qtuij? 
kers, which, with a letter, w^re forwarded to>coBgre««y ana-rc^ 
ierred to a eonstmittce. On the 28tfc of Atigost,. the eommii^e 
l^frported, ^ That the several testimonies whitib^have' beetic^|M)^ 
lemed since the commencelfleDt Of the present cont«fet bd^Am 
4^at-Britain and^ Ancieriea;, and the onifornir tenor of the ^%i^ 
Aict and conversation of a irtimbef of perSK>rt* of cen^dendte 
weditb, who profess themselves to belong to the ioeicty of pexyfit 
tomnaoftly called Quakers, render it certain and itototious,: tjNft 
A6se*per^ons are with nkich rancor and bitterness disa^til^t& 
the American cause ; that as these personiS wiU -have it im dfeif 
power, so there is no doubt it wHI be their inclinationy t&^oai- 
nuoicate iirtelligehce to the encfmy, and i» various c^erlw'ary* 
fo^ifijure the counsels a»>daTrtis of America; tbatwbcii.th^eiie^ 
Ifty, in the month of December, 1716, were benJii^ thetefidit 
gr^ toward the city of Philadelphia, a certaifl seditious f^tiHt* 
^tfibfi, addi'esseed ^ To our friends atad brethren in religkuur^ff 
fession, in these arid the adjacent prdviftces, signed Johii»'P|^ 
tertOD, in and on behalf of the meeting of sufferings, held atMrfJ 
bdelphia, forPermsylvanfa and New-Jersey, the twenty-^tth 
♦f tije twelfth month, 17*76," was puWisiied, and ^ yottreiaif 
sMftee is ei«dibly informed, circulated amoiKgst many metilbili 
ef the society called Quakers, throughout the 'difiei^n4*SUIft*J 
thatasthe sedi^ous paper aforesaid, originatcdin the eltj^ o^ftt^ 
fcdefphia; and as the persons whode names areuhderinenti^^llll^ 
have uniformly- manifested a dispositiori higWy ininateal to'^ 
eause of America, therefore— ^Resolved, Th^ it be earnestly 
yecommended ta the Supreme executive council of the stattM^ 
Peimsylvania, forthwith to apprehend amffsecure the perstJ^W 
J(Q^iia¥id)er, Abe) James, Jai»es Pemberton, Henry I>rfnl6l4 
Israel ftrmbcrton, Jehn Pemberton, John James, -Satrfoei ^Pf g l^ 
sants, Thomas Wharton, sen. Thomas Fisher, soft of JfwMH 
and Samoel' Fisher j son of Joshua, together with alt sactepft|ft^ 
iortbeiir possession, as may be of « political nature.** r ^^^ 

** And Whereas thetc i^ strong reason to apprehend that <h€§i 
persons maJntain a corres|K>ndence laiid conncctiofrt highl^^|le- 
jndiefal to the public srfety, n^t only in tfciA state, buft tii ttim^ 
vtfnd^ ^8tes. of America—Re^hred, 7h^ it-be rfet# aifaiM i i 

4i ta 
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ta^di^; cxeciitdTe powers of the inspect! y€ states, fordifwitli |# 
^uppwhead and secure ail persons, as w^U among the pe<^f* 
iQsiUed Quakei^asothers, whohav.eia their general conduct ^^ 
conversation evidenced a dispo^itioii iniipicai to fhe c^^ q^ 
America; and that the persoas so seized, be confined in swk 
|)J^es and treated in sugh manner, as shall be consistent wift 
Clieir re^ective characters and security of their persons; that 
the f eeords ^nd papers of the meetings of sufferings m the r^^. 
^ppectiye states^ bfe forthwith secured aAd carefully examined^ 
fMi4 ^^t ^^^ P^^ ^^ them as oiay be of a political nature, be 
^brtj^witli transmitted to congress* The said report being read, 
«nd*the several paragraph's considered and debated, and th^ 
«|ii^ion put severally diereo^ the same was screed to*^ " Or- 
^redy That the board of war remove under guard,, to a place €»f 
i»ec4irUy out of the state of Pennsylvania, the b^n, John fena^ 
'^q. and Bci:^amin Chew, esq. s^nd that they give or^Ws for 
^vijog them safely secure^, and entertained ^re^^abielptboif 
tuni^ aiad sjtatipiT in Ufe*" 

.1 4 iM^mber q( Quakers besi4e those menti<3r^fl, Ic^ether witli 
'Veyeral persons of a different denomination^r wer^ taken up hf 
the supreme executive council of Pennsy Wania,. concer^i^ 
4i^^m congress resolved pn the Sth of Septen>ber, ** Jliat it be 
jr^pQ^m^i|ded^ to the said council, to 04der the. im^xediate de«: 
fm^^d^c^qi' 9^h.of the said prisoners as refuse to^w^arora^raf 
nftE^aace to the state of Pe«i;^yJtv^^,.tp St^nton^ in<Augusti| 
<*M»tyX 'Virginia,'* . ^ . . : 

::; J^UMays bjefore, ^ fee last of A^gust, a]^m|>er^ Gon^ 
Sfi^ W^itbg upon public a^airs^ thuS; expressed hin^U^ ^,Th<9 
^^^1^ 4be peculations, the profusion, wlwch have d:Oi!e us muie 
h^^J than the whole force of our foreigi? enemies, have beeiK 
d^{^^. pwing to ther vi^ant of gov^rrnnei^t and. the want of di^ 
ij^gJi^fi. V tiuwe baS; planned his operations in such a manjiec af^ 
to give ys^a vast advantage botb of him and Burgoyne.^' 

/Re|»o^ts prejudicial to gen* SuUivan.were circulated, upo%. 
^ipb ^opgress resolved^ oii the first of the months **Tbat g^ 
lijti^a^ini^o^. be directed to. appoint a coiirt of enquiry o/i th^. 
l^.jexpedi^n by geix. Sullivan, ^^inst the British B^es^ml^ 
^U»^-IsI«M2d." The ^atementof t;he p^ticul^ enquiBed^iiitti^ 
m^^uso formed that he ohtainued an bonorable^ajcq^iittal, s^ 
fi(a^li^h)}[ pleasing to congress ; but had major Joseph Bioqo^ 
field Ueen enoi^h recovered of his wound to. have al^i^d tl^ 
fbputty laye would scarce, have escaped so welL. 

^j^^ us resume the transactions of Sir W. ^owe and ge% 
33iC^lui^ton. 5ir W^ltam was so d/stressed ftwr wa^it ojf horses 
fp^^ifiif^ts^ bxm^ d^d<» iheir;psfs$agei' and (jf ot^ier n^cessjwjfi. 
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to aid his march, that it was not tiH tbe third of SeptfemHet'ittt 
the royal army move4 forward. On its advancing near t&^k 
Americans, tliese abandoned their ground, perceiving i!bat*k 
'Would mot answer their first expectation ; crossed tb* Jteiifir 
Ifvinfe at Chad^s Ford, and took possession of the heightr4^|*5 
east side of it, with an evident inlcntipn of disputing tlie p; ' ^ 
^f the river. Upon an apprehension that the royal forces 
attempt crossing at Chad*s Ford, gien. Washington Mste^l 
main strength at that point ; jjnd gen. Maxwell with modt "^ 
light troops> was sent over to possess hini»«elf of the f 
Iieight ; and in the night of the lOth, they formed 
breast-work with limbs of trees. 

[Sept. 11.] By day-break the next morning, the Bntisli ^ft^ 
advances in two columns ; the right under the command of gib, 
Knyphauscn, which marches directly for Chad's Ford. A pai^ 
is moved on to dislodge Maxwell, which he repulses; Itoejf^ W 
reinforced, and come on a second time wifliout succccdfdjfT ^ 
this a strong detachment is sent round a piece of woods toT""'^ 
nponliis flank, while the other attack him anew in front 
teiving this movement, he retreats across the river with a f 
loss. Gen. Knyphausen keeps up a cannonade, and ail a{ 
anceof forcing the ford, till he shall hear that the left c< 
has attacked the Americans, and then he means to atteflifit_ii 
This second column, under the coofraiand of lord Cdrnwaim, 
generals Grey, Matthews and Agnew, inarches for the foife U 
the Brandy wine. The movement is <ariy observed. G^n. S^- 
Kvan writes to the commander in chief, that it is clearly ts^c2^ 
nioii, that the enemy wilt come round on thehr right flartk: fife 
slends him two messengers in the forenoon confirming the sant^^ 
Lient. col. James Ross forwards, at eleven o'clock, m>m <?t(»» 
Valley road, this intelligence — ** A large body of the tatiM, 
from every account five thousand, with sixteen 6r eighteen IfefJ* 
pieces, marched along this road just now. Their froiit miitf^^ 
now at the ford ; we are close in their rear, with about seVfimr 
men. I believe general Howe is with this party, as Jd^^jP 
Calloway was here known by the inhabitants, wh:h nKi^^ 
whom he spoke, and told thcin that general Howe^as m 
him.'* Other accounts corroborating the movement of diCj 
cond column toward the forks, gen. Washington settles it |i 
gen. Greene, that he shall cross with his division, at the lo 
ford, and attack gen. Knyphausen. He at the same time ; 
word to Sullivan to cross the Brandy wine with his, and fid! i 
the enemy's left, while the army crosses below to attaclc.! 
7%fat. The commander in chief hopes, by^ defeating Kny^ 
mOf to secure those advanis^es jphtcb will ootsreigti ai^ 
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,||en. Howe i»ay gain by forcing.the.trpaps o^os<?d tQhU Ic^ft 
^?0JumiV to retreiit. SulJiv^n is preparing to execute Washing-r 
ton's order, when njajor Spears, copies up and telis him that tber^ 
is not the least appearangc of the eaemy jn that quarter ; which 
is confirmed by a sergeant Tucker, ^f the light-horse, seatQut 
j>UJrposely to make discoveries, Sullivan egnceives it t^ bq liis 
di^ty to convey Spears's infprraation tQ thq Qoiiiniauder in,chief, 
'tri>is unfortunate Jntdligencc deranges the ,di?position that has 
been determined on in consequence of prio^ inforiiwtion ; so tha£ 
general Greene, who has crosjsed. v^kh his advanced-guard, is 
.recalled* Mean while the second »i' left column of the 3ntissh 
>atmy cross the fork« of the Br3ndywiR.e, tlve first branch at Tria)- 
4)le's For^ and the second atjeffery's Ford^ about tv^p o'clock 
in the afternoon, taking from thenqe the road to Dilworth's, ia 
C>rder to turn the. right of the AmcricJ^ns, consisting of thr^e di- 
visions, general Sullivan's, lord Stirling's and anotl^er officer's* 
The British form and advance in order of battle, Sullivan, up- 
jon information .of what has taken placer, marclies to reinfoixe 
|he two otlier divisioiis neai'e$t the British, He tak^s rather too 
Ia>gp a circuit, and is so la{e upon the gro^bd as to exclude ijll 
possibility of making a perfect disposition. Befove hp has time 
to ride from one ^nd of the line to the other> h^ is suddenly at- 
tacked by numbers unknown to him, and upon ground tliat he 
liey-ir sawi before ; iso that his troops are thrown into confusion, 
and reti-eat with the utjnost precipitation. This happen.s between 
four .aad five in the .afternoon. Generals Washington and 
Crcene being together,, and hearing the firing, conclude that Sul* 
liyan is attacked, Greene immediately hastens his fir^t brigade, 
^ommaRded by gen. Weedon, toward the scene of action vviih 
fiiqh uncommon expedition, that in forty and two minutes it 
advances near four miles. The second brigade i^ ordered by 
Washington to march a different route> as it; cannot b^ up ia time 
for service. General Knyphausen, tindingthat the p^irties o\% 
his left are deeply engaged, crosses at Chad's Ford^ attacks the 
flivisioa under gen. Wayne and. the light troops under Maxwell, 
Jibliges them to retire after a sever^ conflict, and possesses him- 
Iptfcrf the entrenchment, battery and cannon which were meant 
fee }p defence, Greene, as he approaches the scene of action, 
ibteives that Sullivan's defeat is a perfect i*oute. A couj^icil of 
war was held upon the field, and it is agreed that Greene's bri- 
j^afie should cover the retteat of the flying troops. Qreeue keeps 
Wliig his field-pieces in the rear as he retreats, and continues re- 
lating half a mile, till he comes to a narrow pass, well secured 
06 ;thc right and left by woods. Here he draws up his force^ 
^^Isting of the Virginia troops and a regiment of P^nnsylva- 
li^lss, Commanded by coh Stewart, and sends his artillery on, 
Vol. 11. " hi that 
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ifaal it may be safe in case of his being under the ncceSHtJrfif 
making an hasty retreat, A warm engagement commeSie^ 
which lasts from the sun's being three-quarters of an hour ^A 
till dark. The tenth Virginia regiment, commanded by coL S^ 
phens, supports the attack of the British cannonade a^d rdu^efe 
ry for fifteen minutes, though tliey have never before becn^^ra- 
gaged. The whole brigade exhibits such a degree of order, firm- 
ness and resolution, and preserves such a countenance iii', m- 
tremely sharp service, as would no:t discredit veterans. W^ijite 
and the North-Carolinians, with the artillery and lijjht trocjps, 
after their defeat by Knypheusen, pass the re^t of it in theifT^* 
treat. At dark, that also is withdrawn by gen. Greene ; the^^^it 
tremc fatigue of the royal troops, together with the lateneb 
and darkness of the evening, prevents its being pursued. * 

A few hours more of day-light might have so animated the 
conquerors, notwithstanding all their fatigue, as to bave^ltfb* 
dured those exertions which would have been productive dfii 
total and ruindus defeat to the Americans. Gen. Greetie Bt ^ 
prchensive that they lost inkiHed, wounded and prisoners, tw^fij 
or thirteen hundred; ; and that the royal army did not suflfei'^**'A 
their part, short of seven or eight hundred in killed and ^00^4- 
ed. The Americans lost also ten small field-pieces and'^^iow^ 
itzer, of which all but one were brass. 2^ 

. A great number of French officers were in the actitm. 'Vlt 
baron de St. Ouary,serving as a volunteer, was taken. '^fhU'ciijL 
gress will undoubtedly do all they can to obtain his releaser 'I$i 
iicy will oblige them to it, no less than a regard to his rai^ ddi 
merit in the French array. The marquis de la Fayette gavetBb 
first proof of his military character iii this engagement, ani}i»i^ 
wounded in the leg on the spotwhere the effort of the enerai'Ml 
greatest. The wound bower did not force him from the'll^, 
where he continued his endeavors to rally the Americans, k^*wi^l 
By his words as example. Count Pulaski, a Polish nobleman, ^jfWi 
a party of light-horse, rode up to reconnoitre the enemy, iijlfih 
pistol shot of their front ; and op the -fourth day after the action, 
was elected by congress a commander of the horse, with the riMc 
of brigadier. Captain Louis de Fleury's horse was killed itt^TOt 
him. He showed much courage, and was so useful in raUyii^ttte 
troops, that congress, withhi two days, ordered him to be'pl- 
sented with another horse, as a testimonial 6f the sense tberyi^ 
of his merit. Considering that general Washington had t6-£^^ 
the British army with an inferior number of raw troog!^ imfi 
the attack upon him was circumstanced, through the rals^ krtc 
gfirice he received, he may be thought to haVe soflfeletrtess t!i 
4i6uld have been expected, tie discovered a true mftgnamouty 
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^^mdf Jit that (though 1^ attrilmled 4he misfortunes of th^ 
^ny principally to the information of niajoF Shears) h€ never 
jUaxzied gcaerarl SulKvaa for conveying it, but declared that he 
9,bQukl have tliought him culpable had it been Concealed. H^ 
j«ie,tjjeateii^ter the action, to Chester^ and the next day to Phiia-* 

./iThW ej^mng^^afteFtlie. tattle, a party of British was sent to 

'Wikningtany who took ihe governor of the Delaware state, Mr. 

J^JtJCialey^ out of his bed, and. possessed themselves of a shallop 

ly.ing^.in the ereek, loaded witli tiie rich effects of some of the 

^iiiliiibH^.ts^ together with the pul^lic records of the county, a 

A^^^ quantity of public s^d private money, all the papers and 

j^etXificates belongjng,to the loao-office gnd treasury-office there, 

articles of piate, &C.. , ' 

^. GrSjienaL Gaeene h5>s been ratlies dissatisfied with g?n. Wash- 

wgtoa's. ooiitting to take special notice of Weedon's brigade iigi 

^eoeralordet?, for its bravery. Bat the commander in chief, 

.Considering that there was a preyailing apprehension- that^Greene 

^aSi hist favorite,, and tliat the; Virginians were his own ^tatc 

^OQps^,declinjed it,, that so he- might, npt e$cit(? a disagreeabk 

j^aioysyy and give offence to the troops of other states. 

-^ X5epU.l5.] A letter from Mons^ du Coudi-ay to Mr. Chase, 

r-WsLS laid before congress and re^d, *'' wherein^ he requests fo^ 

j^kiuiself .aod §u|idry gejitleraen \Yho accompanied him to tJiis 

CVtlui^y from France,- to have ari opportunity of fighting in tlie 

^jtnaerican.army without running, the risk of not b^ing subjects 
|9f .^t^ange,. should they by the fbrtui>e^of war be made pr|- 
^^oners ; mentions that any* rank which congress may think prcv- 
rPCi^tP give hini-anithem,. will be acceptable i and asks for him 
^iply the raixk of captain, for the commissioned officers who ac- 

<c<^9^|Himed him> the. rank of lieutenants, aadfor the non-com- 
;il4^i'^^^^^ ^^ rank of en^igiis ; whereupon, it was resolved, 
.iiJBE^ his* lequest be complied witli^ and that commissions be 
,,Biad9B- out accordingly.'* 

. The same day g^n-Washington left Philaderphia^ andre-cross- 

fd ,the Schuylkill^ with a firm intent of giving Sir. W. Howe 
jjttie .wlierever he could meet him j he accordingly by the next 
^d ay had advanced as far as the.Warr^a tavern>. ontlie Lancaster 
^ xoad. Moos. du.Coudray, with a number of French gentlemea, 
^^^pff tpjoin the army as volunteers [Sept. 16.] about twelve 
,,^*9Jlock. He rode aruoung mare, full of spirits, into the flat-' 
^ickt^med boat used for ferrying across the SchuylkilF, and not 
^ bciog 4ble to stop her career, she went out at the other end, into 
j.tlie fix^Xp with her yider on her back. Coudray disengaged hinv 
»,,-,. self 
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self from tier, but wai dtowinedy xt^twUbstm^ingi all-ibevaU- 
tempts made to save him. -a' 

General Howe, while rtiapching the aitny. in two cokoDOS, 
toward Gosheii, heard that the Americans were (withia.^li 
miles of'it, and immediately determined to -fHi^h forward <an44tt^ 
tacjc them. Intelligence Was biought [Sept. i7.] to .^geaeoi, 
^ashlngt^n/of hi& approftcb. Gen. Sutiivanwas dbedcd.to. 
draw up the American troops in order of ^llJc. Gen. <j^^tm- 
observed, that at a little distance in their rear, wa»a lai^^piaoe 
of wat^r, extending their whole length, and )Arhich,.in case^if 'a 
defeat, would prevent their retreating. *Hft fodc to gent Wadi«»* 
ington, acquainted him with-whathe had noticed^ aiMt'dskiBl. 
wlKHher he meant that the troops ^ouidiigbt in diat 6itu«IXDm> 
rie was desired to arrange them differeutiy,' -Mean tinne ge^. 
Wayne, With the advance, was ettgaged wUli the enemy a coa« 
^iderabie distance off. While -Greene was removing* the axorf: 
to a new position, it began to rain* Soon after tit poured -HlQi: 
one incessant tliund^r shower. It continued raining till tbc-t^ie^- 
<}ay« Thus both parties were rendered equaUyand totaUyJura^ 
pable of action^ The Air>erican^ have rea$on to be^tbaidtfdl^ 
for tills providential interposition, as it is highly probable tbaC a|K 
•Engagement with troops noshed with the pVecedmg victoi^, bet< 
ter disciplined and more experienced, wouidhave <ieterniiMA^ 
greatly to their disadvantage. On examining thairarm$ •oa 4bte 
Igth, they were found to be «much impaired* Beside^ 4itt<fats 
ammunition in the cartouch boxe^ was entirely rained. Geoffffst' 
•Washington therefore withdrew the army to a place , of iKCiirit^- 
and filed off toward Reading. . t It 

Gen. Greene^ in company with €oL Tilgliman, one of Wmlh 
^ngtony aids, reconnoitred for a position, and^fixed B«on4liV- 
, -range of nwuntainsfrom Valley Forge tinnnl thr Yi llinir ipiiapi 
•He considered the ground as strong, difBcukof ac^esSy aajd'^ 
allowing of an ^asy- descent; and as favorable £[^r patlial4ictftfcfr 
ons without admitting of any very decisive. . <Gen. Wayne jiftci 
ing in the rear of Sir William How^, Greene concluded' thatlte' 
j>o«ition would bring all the American forc-e^partly upon Sir ^Stthi 
liana's flank and rear, and twithin striking distance oif ^hina^^ 
he attempted crossing the Schuylkill, and would oblige iuai«*te 
fight tl>e Americans on their own tei^s. He thought ilso, ti0: 
'^e position would afford theaa the probability of beatiftg bimi 
-or at leak of «o crippling him, as that l>e would not ventiwetei 
possess himself of Philadelphia ; wd that int^asc of thek^eiiiip 
beaten, it would afford them a safe retreat; He transmitted m: 
•5s4ntiment$ to the commander in chief by letter, but not befimi 
hearing from him that it had been determined in. counciU.^ 
. • cross 
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cfOssthfe'SchuyllLitiaWvc Frendi^ereek^ and tafce a pc^ttion in 
front af gen. Howe. . . t 

.4[J»*:tbe. rath gen Wa^hingtan wrote to Wayne-^** By. A« 
advke jof the general officers, I hav€ determined that the army 
uifdor eay immediate command, cross tlie Schuylkill at Parker% 
f*rd, and . endeavor to. get doWQ in time to appose the enemy 
iaicoMy wiiiist ;tbe corps under your command, in conjunctioa 
.with general 3malt wood and colonel Gist, ^ct to th^ greatest ad^ 
vsQtagein the^TQai." . . . 

• General Howe, upon intelligence that Wayne was lying ift 
tk6 w4ods with a'ctorps oF 1500 menand four pieces of cannon, 
iii/tfaea-earof tlie ieftwingof his armyt detached genetalGre^^ 
on ttt: 20thf idle at night, with .two regiments and a hody of 
liglrt-in|arttry,ta surprise hiiB. [Sept. 21.] Grey gained Waj^ne's 
I^ftidbout one o'clodc in theiporning. Some out sentries were 
•eirijr cifissed by an American oificei* going hh rounds, adid aa 
alarm was given in time for tl>eimcn to tura out ; ^but unhappily 
hit tbean, Wayneparadedlbem in the Mghtjof their fires, instead 
of withdt«wing them to the back of their encampment* Thils 
ibe^ftittfit] were directed where to rush wth their bayonet, as 
ordered by their commander, without firing a gun. Tkey did 
-gceat eixecutiony killing and wounding ; near 300 on Ihespot. 
'liief took between TO and 80 prisoners, including several of- 
£i9^s^ ^ igsesit many arms^ and eight waggons loaded with b^- 
-gtge and stores; afid had only one captain of light-infantry ami 
th^-privates killed, andfour men wounded. The darknessof 
,the:tiightt and some prudent dispositbns of Wayae!s, {>reveiit« 
^dtlieir further success. . : 

-fa die afternoon of die 22d, SirWilJiam Howe havir^ by va- 
-tiwwmafloeuvres drawn gen. Washington 30 miles from Phila- 
^0^Ma4 instead of attacking him upon the right,.agreeable5 to the 
•iitea itebadseeiiniilgly affected to impress^ orderedthe grenadiers 
►aadligbt infantry of the guards to cross the .SchwylkiJl at iFat 
-Laid Ford, and to take post, and tliechasseursto do thesame.it 
-Giscdon?s ik)^, bcrthbelowthekft of the Americans. •At.mid- 
jntfht the army moved, and crossed the river dt Fat Land Foirdt 
^RUoiat-oppositi€>n ; the rear-jguard, with the tfaggage, passed it 
bcfofe two in the afterni>on,:and the (Whoie were encamped by 
nisbt of tiie 23d. This event >was not expecled by. the- American 
cpmmander. Advice was received in the nightof the enemy.^s 
having crossed the river at Gordon*S}Ford, which wasafterward 
comr^icted. Ttoif last information was a*edited, so that when 
the gentlemen at bead^qudrters' were: assured the next morning 
-tiwtiHow©'^ army had :cr^s«I the Schuyikyji and was marching 
^loftr^ J^hiladeifthia^ everyoneiwas planished. 
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The congresa^ lifa4j.\lie&reluirried 23^ 
iath. After tlie adjournment of that day, tbeprjesidentrecig^ 
«d a ktter firaft% coloiie I Hamilton, on^ of .general Wasbina^gp?* 
aids, intiaaating the necessity o£ their removing: immj^Sa^ 
from Philadelphia ;. whereupon they left the cityrSaula^G^s^b^ 
to a resolve of tlie fourteenth^ repaired to Lancaster* Xiw 'k^ 
ler, the imnaediate hurry, and ^alariu oftbe.eiiemy^vbciafts^ 
Sweed*s.Fpisdy*thi:ew the city into.,tbe utmost ccmfiisioii^ sms^ 
the same tim6 reused all wha wish^ed to q^it it,* inta a p^epoj;?^ 
tipn for a speedy removaL . - -.^^ 

On the 26tli. Sir Willianj Howe made his tsiumphatcntry,^ 
Philadelphia, witb.a ve«jLsmalipartof bis army,- whei^ .he vtq^ 
most cordially received by the generality. of the Quakers sx^^ 
few. other royalists ; the bulk of Jiis troops were left ia aodalj^^ 
GeiTnautown, a village fofming. one eontinued streeX fpj^.ac^ 
two miles* Gen. Washington's^ army was encamipedfteajr^^v 
pach^creck, about eighteen snles-from thence; ► ,r .„,^ 

[Septra] The congress remoj^ed to Yoek-town by tbecwdi^ 
the tponth. Before they hadquiUedPhiladel^ia they hgdl^f;^ 
cd baron de Kalb m^or-general ^ and^ had entered upoxw^jj^glf 
gournals-r— ".Wheareas Mons^du Coudrayr colonel- brig^di«j»t|f 
senrice of his most christian majesty the king of France:, smd.qKgft 
znander in chief of the. artillery in the French colonies^iiiiAi^^^ 
ca, galiaotly offered to join tl>e American army ^ ^ voIuq^b^ 
but in his way thither was most unfortunately drowned in "^ItnijUi 
ing to cross the Schuylkill — Resolved^ That the corpseof tho^np 
Mons. du Coudray be interred at the expence of the Uniti^ St^||^ 
and with the honors of war."^ They also resolved^ " That ffi^ 
^a^ington be authorised and directed to suspend all offi£ex»ifj|ii^ 
shall misbehave, and to fill up all vacancies in the, Arnecici^p^ 
xny, under the rank of brigadiers, until the pleasure nf r/jiMfm 
fae communicated ; totake^ wherever he maybe, alLsu^^^Hr 
visions and otliet articles as may be necessary for tihe qouM^ 
ble subsistence of the army under his command, P^ing,Q£p§i|^ 
ing certificates for tlie same ; to remove andsecure, foe thajbtt^ 
fit of tlie owners, all goods and effects which nM.y be ^eavi 
to. the enemy ; provided that the powers hereby vested^ si 
exercised, only in such parts of these states as may be .hh^, 
the circumference of 70 miles of the head-quarters of tbe-:4U^ 
rican army, and shall continue in force for the spaceof ;6jQHi||^ 
unless sooner revoked by congress." *;4». 

Lord Howe, after the affair of Brandy wine, took themost^pifr 
dy measiires for conducting Uie flcetand transports roimd {%% 
pelaware.; which when arriyed,cM^rc anchored ak)ngitheJ2*||- 
tjlvania shore, £rQm.Reedy4sland to Newcastle > th€v|)(a9s«ig^$^»gF 
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^Hfa<lel^hia being yet nTtpraclTcafele. *WhCn the Brifish ttrops 
fcad taken possession of the city, their^iirst object was the erecting- 
*iFbattei4es to coromanti the river. The day after, the American 
frigate the Delaware, of 32 gons, anchored within 500 yards 
of thcJ unfinished batteries, and being seconded by another fri- 

fate -with smaller vessels, they comntenced a heavy cannonade^ 
o^ upon the batteries and town^. Through inattention the De^ 
law^re was suffered to ground upon the falling of the tide, and 
eould not be got off, (say the British) which being perceived by 
the grenadiers, they brought their battalion field-pieces to play- 
up on her vrith such effect, that slie soon struck her cokHii*s ; but 
the Americans say, the crew rose, confined (he captain, and pur- 
posely ran the ship ashore. The whole fire of the battalion guns 
wa^ afterward directed against the other vessels, which were 
Compelled to retire with the loss of a schooner driven ashore. ' 
. The PennSylvanlans had, at a vast labor and expence, con- 
structed great and numerous wojf^ks, to obstruct the passage ii» 
to Philadelphia, some of which have been already meriti-e 
W!cd;-i--=— They had erected' works and batteries on Mud^ 
Island, and called the whole Foit MifHin, in honor to gene- 
tal Mifflin. — On the opposite, shore, at a place called Red- 
bank, they had formed a tort or redoubt, covered with hca- 
vy artillery. In the deep navigable channel,, under the cover 
«^ these batteries, they had sunk several ranges of chevaux-de-' 
fifee, before described. It was equally difiicult to weigh or cat 
tiMrough them ; but no attempt could be made for raising them; 
^ for opening the main channel, till the'conimand of riib shores 
Wafr obtained. About three miles lower down they had surikr 
t>t^her rartges of these machines^ and were constructing worfes 
for their protection, at a place on the Jersey side called Bii-. 
BngVpoint. These works and machines were furtlier support- 
^'bj^ several gallies mounting heavy cannon, together with two 
Aiatmg batteries, a number of armed vessels, small craft of vu- 
tiouskinds, and some fire-ships. 

^•^Upoo'the representation of capt. Hammond of the Roebuck 
t'ftng off Chester 15 miles below Philadlphia): who had arrived 
iJtiFore' lord Howe, the general detached two regiments, under* 
-col. Stirling, to dislodge the enemy from Billing Vpoint. Th<i 
^t^hment having cr6ssed, [Oct. i.]tbe enemy heard of their 
^proach, immediately spiked their artillery,, set fire to the bar- 
racks, and abandoned the place with precipitation. This suc- 
cess, enabled capt. Hammond tocut away and weigh up so much 
^ die chcvaux-de-frize, notwithstanding the great opposition 
ite met with, as opened a nartow passagcf for large ships through 
Hi^ lower barrier^ - - :^ 

^- ^ -- ^ General 
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General Washington, having been reioforccd by 1500 
ij^rom PeekVkill, and lOdO from Virginia, and having fec&jf^ 
cd intelligence through two intercepted letters, that gen. Hbdi 
Jaad detached a part of his force for the purpose of re'du^iig 
BiUing's-point works and the forts on die Delaware, enter£aiik» 
tlie thought of attacking the main body as it lay at Gcrroaa- 
town. The line of encampment crossed the town at right af- 

flcs about the centre : the left wing extended to tht Schiiyftifl. 
t was covered in front by the mounted and dismounted chas- 
seurs :a battalion .»f light-infantry, and the queen's Amerfcai 
ismgers were in the front of the right : and the 40th regiTOiJ, 
"with another battalion of light-infantry, were posted at the 'hoA 
of the town, upon Chesnut-hill road, three quarters of a rsS^ 
in advance. Lord Cornwallis lay at Philadelphia with four hit- 
tajions of grenadiers. When gen. Washington had cooiinunici- 
ted to his council of war the account he had obtained, the ijebc- 
jral officers unanimously agreed upon an attack, and to its be- 
ing made in several places, to produce the greater confusoa 
and, distraction, and to hinder the several parts of the eneitqr*! 
forces affording support to each other. It was to be su<Ucn ai^ 
vigorous, in expectation of carrying the point speedily,- l^om^ 
apprehension that the Americans would not persevere in a pna- 
Iqnged attack, for want of betler discipline and triore a^cj^aint- 
ance with military service. Was it found that they dould niaX« 
|io impression upon the enemy, they were after a while. to'ip^e 
$n expeditious retreat. The divisions of Sullivan and Wi^ee, 
flanked by Conway's brigade, were to enter the town by Vajjirf 
Chesnut-hill ; while Armstrong, with the Pennsylvania inij^ 
got upon the enemy's left and rear. Col. Thomas Corm^^ 
knight of St. Louis, nad been elected so early as May, a bHga- 
dier gen. upon the recommendatory letters he "brought iif>0 
France. Thr divisions of Greene and Stephens, flartked ^ 
M'Dougall's brigade, were to enter by taking a circuit, at the 
market-houses, and to attack the right wing ; and the militia of 
Maryland and Jersey, under generals Small wood and Fteeiaan 
Vrere U> march by the old York road, and fall upon the T^awf 
the right. Lord Stirling, vrith Nash's and Maxwell's birigli^ 
were to form a corps de reserve. ' ' • 

They begin their march about seven o'clock in the eveoii^ pf 
October the third. Gen. Washington is with the divisiQUS of 
Sullivan and Wayne. He expects, <hat if the enemy has-gain-^ 
ed timely intelligence of his march, they will wait for Umjon 
Chesnut-hill, and receive him as he comes out of the wooik— 
When arrived on the hill withput any appearance of opposiiwii, 
he IS congratulated upon the persuasion that t^e British wfli;^ 

cocbpletcly 
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icorapietely surprised. About sun-rise on the fourth tlie attack 
W>,begun on the 40th regiment, and the battalion of light-infan- 
ivy which accompanies it Tlicse corps are overpowered and 
jpursyed. Iq this exigence lieutenant colonel Musgrave throwas 
himself with six compananies of the fortieth regiment, into Mr. 
'^hew's stone house, lying full in the front of the Americans.-— 
IT^se halt, A discourse ensues between generals Knox and Reed 
an the presence of the commander in chief, whether or not to 
advance without first reducing the house. Knox urges, that it 
is contrary to all rnilitary rule to leave a fort possessed by an e- 
nemy in their rear. Reed exclaims — ** What! call this a fort, 
an^ Jose the happy moment I'* Conway is inquired after to give 
his judgment, but (iannot be found. It is agreed to send a flag 
to the house and summons the British officer to surrender. A 
yaung person undertakes to carry it. He approaches, is fired 
4jpon, and killed. Mean while gen. Greene gets up with Ms 
Column, and attacks the right wing of the enemy. "Die mornirrg 
bein^ exceeding foggy, prevents die Americans from fully im- 
jprovmg the advantages they gain. Col. Matthews of^Greene^s 
colum/i, attacks with uncommon spirit, routs the parties oppos- 
ed to him, kills a great number, and makes 1 JO prisoners ; but, 
through, the fog, loses sight of the brigade he belongs to, is sep3- 
■ratedfroip it, ^nd is taken prisoner with his whole regiment, ac- 
Cimpanied with the release of all whom he had captured. *A 
aurnber of Greene's troops are stopped, by the halt of the divi- 
sion before Chew's house, where near or quite one half 'of gen. 
Washington's army, remains some time inactive. During this in- 
activity, gen. Gray, bringing the front of a great part of the left 
wing by a timely movemerit'to Gerraaii-town, leads on three biJt- 
talions of the third brigade and attacks with vigor, being suppprt- 
ed by gen. Agnqw at the head of the fourth brigade. A waiin 
engagement ensues. At the same time two Biitish regiments 
attacks on the opposite side of the toWn ; while general Gratit 
moves up the 49th regiment, to tlie aid of the 4th, which is em- 
ployed in supporting the troops engaged with Greene's columri. 
'JThe fog is, so great that at times you cannot see twenty yards 
"fiefore you, and frequently not more than fifty. It occasions 
the American parties mistaking each other for the'^nemy, and 
jjjteycnts their observing the true situsttion of the latter. Owing 
hereto in a great n>easure,the Aniericans qnit every part of'thj 
" town : and when gen. Grey, having passed it, advances with 
the British right wiug'upon their left, they leave the field hastily 
and entirely, in spite of every effort that -can be made '^tTrally 
tbcm. Lord Cornwallis arrives with a squadron of light-ho^.e 
juSt'fn season to join in the pursuit. Greene with his own and 
VoTL, il. G g Stephen's 
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Stephen's division, happens to form the last column of the^^^- 
treating Americans. Upon coming to two roadsj-and tli flfiMfi^ 
it will be safest, and may prevent the enemy's advancing by^iihcr 
60 as to get a he^ad of htm ; and that the divisions may aid es^ 
other upon occasion, he marches one division ontheonc <^e)CI^ 
andtlie second on the other. While continuing his retreat? ^^ 
Jaski's cavahy who are in his rear, being fired upon by the ent^ 
ipy, ride over the second divison, and throw tliem into the y^ 
most disorder.as tliey know not at first but that they are the Srfi. 
tish dragoons. The men run and scatter, and the gene rall^si^ 
prehensive that he shall loss his artillery. He cannot collect a'jjife- 
ty sufficient to form a rear guard, till he hits upon the device^ 
ordering the men to lay hold of each other's hands. This ^4S^ 
swers. He collects ar number, and by the help of the artillelf, 
Jbrings the enemy to give over the pursuit, after having C4§iftfc 
fvued it near five miles. The Americans then proceedin tbifcft 
Biarch back to Shippach-creek without further disturbancer'* *»'^ 
- The British officers acknowledged soon after tbiS'affiiiir**llN(t 
.it was the severest blow, they .had met with ; that it was p tWdCl 
.with judgment and executed with spirit ; and that they^-Wetcf'* 
.a lost for its not being followed up, unless it was-lbr MF^iit^ 
ammunition. The Americans lost in killed 25 continent} MdaB> 
cers commissioned and non-commissioned — ^wounded 10^^ aidl 
an equal- number missing. Tlie militia officers were, 3*ktHeff-^ 
-4 wounded and \\ missing. Of rank and file,'Continentafei Hl^ 
were kille^, and S78 wounded — militia, 7 kilied and 19 wt>UM^ 
ed. They had artillery officers, 2 killed and -11 wounded »;-'i#a 
«natrosses 6 killed and 7 wounded. The total of their kilied ^k%r 
Ld2 ; and of their wounded 521.* Upward of 400 were' IH^ 
-prisoners,. among whom were 54 officers. The number of fitS^ 
sing among the Americans is no rule by which to judge <>f*Afe 
number captured by. the enemy, as many of the missing, -^ho 
do not return to their colours, go home. Gen. Nash of Nopfli- 
Carolina was among the slain, and will be honored by congt^9& 
with a monumeat the same as other generals who h^Vic 'faKSi 
in action, bravely contending for the independency of the IjW- 
ted States. / 4:kJ 

The loss of tlie royal army, including the tvounded and^^fife 
prisoners, amounted by their own acknowledgment, to 52f5^t^Stt 
the slain scarcely exceeded 70. Among these howev^^v^pre 
some distinguished officers, particulairly gen. Agnew, aiail ^ij||. 

."^ Tbc board of ww^ ,.-S'^^'^^^x 
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col. Bird. They suffcred probably more than they allowed.* 
3i^e battle, by general Knox's watch, held two hours and forty 
fftiniite&. 

General Washington i» of opinion that the Americans retreat- 
icdiit an instantwhen victory was declaring in their favor. The 
jo^yaJ Jwuy was indeed completely surprised ; and appearances in 
t&^ jbegtnning were evidently on the side of the former. But it 
is »aid» that a certain colonel, not being sufficiently experienced, 
instead of pressing with: fixed bayonets on the enenriiy whom l>e 
J^ad driven, kept ordering his men, as they advanced, to load 
afid-fircy by which they, expended their ammunition ; and that, 
instead of haltiiigon the ground tiUftimishcd afresh, he ordered 
tis4-egunent to retreat. This retrogade manceuvre enabled and 
encouraged the enemy to recover themselves,, while the other 
Americans,, who were advancing,, were disheartened and discon- 
Xjisarted by the retreating regiment, not knowing the occasion of 
§u^ jfetreat* It is admitted however, that the colonel behaved 
boldly^-by keepnig himself in the rear, next to the enemy. Gen. 
tSlephejd^ was guilty of. un-o<ficer like behavior iit the retreat, 
I^.;i9g to ioatteation or want of judgment, which might occasr- 
«pi^:a.whispertobe circulated unfavorable to gen. Greene. But 
mpoii gen..Recd's»asking the commander ia chief whether he was 
ilswtisfiedvy^itli Greene's conduct, he candidly answered "No> 
3»pt at all ;. the fault hy with, ourselves y" referring to tlie column 
witb -which he was„ and their stopping ta attack Chew's stone 
J^se-^ Several causes might co-operate to eiFect the precipitate 
i^reat of tlie American army. And yet had that column ad- 
fimiced without delay,, leaving only a sufficient corps, with a cput- 
,.fte q£ field-pieces, to guard the house, the obstacles to suGces;^ 
ijj^t-aftcrward offered, might have been removed or prevented, 
i^RSl Howe's army have been totally defeated, unless the supe- 
j^rityof then- discipline and bravery could have hindered. 

A general who was \\\ the action, wrote some time after to 
his correspondent — '' At German-town fortune smiled on o^ 
.^jns for hoiu's. The enemy were broke, dispersed and fiying 
/on. all qu^vters ; we were in possession of their whole encamp- 
i»cnt, together with their artillery park, &:c. A mnd-mili at- 
tack was made on a house into wliich six light companies had 
vtl^Oivm tliemsclves to avoid our bayonets — this gave time to tlie 
j^ncxny to rally — our troops were deceived by tliis attack ; taking 

, 'When the roya! army quitted German-town, the Amerlcars found In oxie * 
ttf tike 'c'hhnnfy hearth^, fome papers torn to pieces, and obferving %urei» 
»ptm themi certain officers attempted putting thrm^topethcr, and found 
i^em to be the returns of the killed and wouaded at German-towxi battle^ 
M^p^Atuig to about Soo« 
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h for something formidable, they fell back to assist tit wbi«C: ibiff^ 
deemed a sciious matter. The enemy finding. therps«lvc$: a^ 
further pursued, and believing it to be a retreat, followed/ ' ■■■ ! ■ > 
Confusion ensued,' and we ran away from the arnts of visUmf 
ready to receive us*" • --r- 

Let us turn our attention for a moment to South-C^rojteat 
The successes of the preceding year had humbled the Chera^^ 
kees most completely. The Carolinians had buik^ beitt. «ftd 
continued to occupy Fort Rutledge, at Seneca, quietly and tm- 
opposcd. The Indians, finding themselves thus vanqukihtfsrfpFt 
sued in the most submissive terras for peace, A treaty betw6©». 
them and South-Carolina took place, at which comniisdieaQQ*. 
from Georgia attended, who concurred in and signed the 4utie}«»: 
of pacification on the 20th of May. Bv this treaty the Cbero*^^ 
kees ceded a considerable part of their land to South-G««*afm9^r. 
By the eighth and last article, it is agreed — "The hatchet -d^|rfl^ 
be for ever buried, and there shall be an universal peace 4iiMl> 
friendship re-established between South-Carolina, includiag-^* 
Catawba and Georgia, on the one part, and the Cherokee |Kif«f 
tion on the other ; th^re shall be a general oblivion of isju^efis. 
the contracting parties shall use their utmost endeavors^to m^m^i- 
tain the peace and friendship now re-established, and theCfec^ 
rokees shall at ail times, apprehend and deliver to the coaam^iM*. 
ing officer at Fort Rutledge, every person, white or redy wbaiig; 
their nation or settlements, shall by any 'means endeavor toi^^! 
stigate a war by the Cherokee nation, or hostility orrobbefy bytj- 
any of their people, against or upon any of the An^FicattjE^tnlelfgt 
or subjects thereof.'* , .^ ir, 

Bclbre we resume the narrative of mlkary operation*, let apfit 
mention that the New-York conventions authorised for t^i^-» 
purpose the 20th of last April, have established the constituf^fliflii 
of that state. When this was done, the freeholders cbos^ felt.' 
their governor, gen. George Clinton, a gentleman exeeIleiH^-2 
well qualified -to be at the head of the state at so ir>teresti|i||>^ 
and perplexed a period. His namesake, Sir Henry, madec j^i 
incursion into Jersey, from tlie 12th to the 16th erf* Septemb^fj^ 
chiefly to collect cattle. He brought away 400 head, inclodigj^ 
20 milch cows, 400 sheep and a few horses ; in effecting it^^^^ 
had 8 rank and file killed,. 17 wounded, together vnth a liei^4v« 
nant, 9 missing, beside a drummer, and 5 taKcn prisoners by thfji^ 
different parties of Americans that opposed hhji. ih^ expeditifc? 
on contributes nothing tpwar^ ^duing tiie country. I Ue4,Q%(i 
of the inhabitants Vill be the less felt on account of the mjb€5h%53 
monly good crops of Indian x:orQ with which they have bccuftr* 
this j^ar favored. It is surprising to find that country in sjo go^ ; 
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orriw alffeady. The hanrest has been truly plentiful. Lest it 
s^uld be forgott^h, let me nlention that most of the damage' 
wliich the college building at Princeton sustained, must be 
cbargcd to the American troops, who destroyed also the leaden 
pipes for the organ (which had been spared by the royal arrayX 
iitottler to supply themselves with a few bullets to fire at tha^ 
enemy. ' 

• Now let us refturn to the northern- department. ' 

Lieut, col. St. Leger, whom gen. Borgoyne liad early sent otf 
t^i^ard the Mohawk river, after combating all tlie difficulties, na-. 
taral and artificial, wliich offered on his way, invested Fort Stan- 
wnr, now Fort Scuyler, on the third of August. It was in so 
poor a state of defence, that an immediate attempt to drive off the 
eiietny and refteve' it, was absolutely necessary. "Gen. Herki- 
rner, a leading person in Tryon county^ marched with more than 
8dG militia, on this service. St. Leger had with him about 700 
IfkJfaixr warriors, who with their wives, children, other men and 
Women,' made up hear 1400. He detached Sirjohn Johnson, 
with Some troops t!nd the Indians, to lie in ambush in the woods 
and' intercept the militia, [z^ugust 6.*] Herkimer fell into the 
sntfre, and* was surprised; but several of the chief Indians fell 
by the first fire he gave them ; soon after which the battle ^as 
a s^ne of confusion beyond any thing the Indiansiiad ever seen. 
Tht? white people, consisting of the militia and Sirjbbn John-.' 
son^s tory troops, as his own corps is called, 'got together in par-; 
tie^S'of twenty or thirty, so that they could not fire, but pulfed " 
aa^ haoled, drew their knives and stabbed each other. The In- 
dians, who consisted of. Shawancse, Delawares, Senecas, and 
othefrs, after a while cionjectured, from their own loss and" the 
CGrtifijsion whichprevailcd, that both Sir John's people and H^r- 
kmier*s intended to destroy them ; at length Some ot thcit chieft 
toW the yofing vvarriors, that it wa;^ a plot of the white people' 
t(^raw them* into a scrape and cut them off;, and then ordered 
tligtti t!o kin all white people whate>^er. It ij thought that near 
as'ttiany of Sir John*s toiy party were killed by the Indiarts as 
by-lhe militia. A number of Herkimer's ran off; about a hurt-' 
drltd were so surrounded that they icbuld not get away; but they' 
pi^sessed themselves of an advantageous po^t behind logs," He, 
wheire they continued fighting the Indians with great 'bravery, 
tin; Sir John drew off his men, fearing that tlie garrison would 
saffy put and fall upon hirft ; neat upon seventy of the hundred 
by this mean escaped. I'wo hundred and fifty men, under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Willet, sallied out about that time, and i-outed 
tw^ of the Indian and tory encampments; destroying their pro-' 
viifOf'h& aYid carrying off keulcs, blankets, muskets, tomahawks, 
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Spears, clothing, deer skins, a variety of Indian afFairs, and five 
colours; whidi on their return to the fort were displayed Hfi^^' 
thp continental flag. The loss on the side of the mUitia was-ljj^ 
killed, l^eside the wounded. . Gen. Herkimer was. amop^J^ 
slain; congress have resolved to honor liim with a,monitt3a€n^ 
Alany of thcprincipallcaderson the American si de^wex^.eiy^ 
killed or wounded, so that all expectation of further attenajj^jte^ 
relieve the fort by the assistance of militia, was at anend^ 4AI5 
Indianshowcver,.wer€ greatly disgusted. St. teger h^d Iwi^t^JaLt 
down with him a number who were neutral, to be spectators^ gf 
tlie British conquering the Americans ; and had engaged. to U^gs^ 
and the others, that he and his troops would clear the wa.yj5^ 
^em.to Albany- The victory gained had been purchased^4||t 
ceedipg dear, according to their i4eas ; for they had mpre th — 
seventy killed, and among themsev^ral of their mostdistii^gaj^ 
cd and favqrite warriors* St. Leger left nomean untrie^tqa:^^ ^^ 
the most of his victory. Oa the 8th he sent ^ flag to th^ilpBfJ^ 
and endeavored to intimidate the garrison, by niagpifyitig^.jhij^ 
dwn strength^ telling them that Burgoyne> .after de^trgy^jj^ 
every, thing in his way, was at Albany ; and declaring tb^ ^9 
Indians were determined, if tliey met witk further resi^ta^M^ 
tp.d^stroy all the nicn^ women and children: oa t^e Nlohf^vi^ 
river, and as soon as they got into the fort,, to kill every i;D^t>^ 
longing to it. Ccxlonel Gansevoort, the commandant,. reftv^a<| 
Riakiqg any answer, or to listen to any propos^als unless qiade^ 
writing. The next day St. Leger tried the same scheme by/1^ 
ter, and receiving for answer, that the colonel being, en trut^^ 
with the chai-geof the garrison by the United States of Aniei^g^ 
he would defendthefort.ateveryhazai'd,and to the utmostexfi 
mity. It was slirewdly remarked by those wlio weie witliin, jp 
not hi^lf the pains would have been taken to have displaye^J 
force immediately without or the success at a dis,tance, i£^ 
were any wise proportionable. to the representation. The j:,^ 
before the letter was sent, col. Willet and lieut.. Stockii^li^ 
good woodsman (as they stile him who can steer his wished J^ 
course through the shady and pathless woods with a degr^e|i< 
certainty and readiness) undertook to attempt conveying int " 
gence down into the country, of the danger the fort was in»„^ 
of the necessity of relieving it. They left it at night, andc^^ 
Upon their bellies for near half a mile, eie tliey cpuld re^cfi 
Mohawk river. After passing.it, they had to cross the patji i 
the Indian camp, on which the Indians were continually ^0 
forward and backward ; for a long time they had the Indiaii )f p| ^ 
sounding^in tlieir ears on eacli^ide of tli'em. They escaped j^i<^ 
^ry 4«yiger, and after trayeUing thirty mifcs^ bfcakia&ted tbeigg^ 
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mbrtiing upon blackberries, and pursued their journey nboTit 
twenty miles further to German-liats. Gen. ilctiyfer, upon 
^c«ving*the infonnation at Stillwater, forwarded a continental 
brigade under gen. /Learned ; when to his great satisfaction Ar^ 
hold offered to go and cohduct the military operations in Tr/or'i 
€o\?rity, for the relief of tlie fort. After Herkimer's battle^ a 
li^phew of his, Mr. JostCuylcT, was taken and secured on sus- 
|ncion 6f being a spy. A scheme was laid to make him service^ 
^bie to the business going forward. He was brought to Arnolrf, 
^d it was settled, that if he would go and alarm the enemy, with 
repreS"entafioits of great numbers being on their march agamst 
them, so as to occasion their ivtreat, he should be liberated, and 
have his estate, which was very large, secured to him. He un- 
dertook it, being well qualified from his acquaintance with the 
rndiart language and manners, and his possessing a good share of 
«ubtilty. The mode of procedure was settled in concert with 
5ome friendly Indians ; by advice of one of their head meir*^ 
GdyfcrVcoatwas shot though in'two or three pfaces, tliat sa 
■&€ isle he had to relate might be the more readily believed'. 
The Ti'ecessity of aggravating the numbers marching to the relief 
bf Port'Scoylcr was apparent, fo^ when 'gen. Arnold had got 
ta Gcntian-flats, he was convinced ft-om tiie intelligence pro^ 
ctrrcd of thcenemy^s strength, that it w-as much supenor to hi^ 
UWri ; so that on the 21st he wrote to gen. Gates, who arrived at 
SliHwatcr and re-assumed the command of the northcrrr depkru 
iht^nton the 19th, to send him a reinforcement of 1000 light 
:tto6ps. Cuyler proceeded immediately to the Ind'iaii' cahip, ixt^ 
fonHed their warriors that vast nirmbers were coming against 
ftfehi ; that major Butlar was taken, (which was a truth) and thit 
several sliot passed though his coat though he got off uhhurt. 
When the Indian camp was thoroughly alarmed, one of \S\t, 
American friendly Indians arrived, an hoar -or two after Cuy- 
ler, with a belt, waited upon the chiefs, and confirmed the in- 
tdligence, adding, that the Americans did not want to hurt one 
of. them — a:ll they desired was to- fall upon the^ Biitish. An In^ 
(fian in camp, unknown to Arnold, was secretly prevailed upoa 
td aid the project, by going off unobserved, taScing a circuit, an<l 
ftencoming into that part of the camp; where were those Indiani 
^o were most inimical, Avith a simikr story to that of Cayler*sl 
TTie Indians were completely frightened, arid determined to go 
«ff. St. Lcger in vain used evel'y art to prevent \v He^atteliipr- 
tatfiakirig them druhk with rimi, and then getting them to atter 
tfeh* resolution. 'Fond as they ^re of turn, they woald*n6t b2 
t&en in at this season of appreheadlhg danger. 'He tlien W6u;<i 
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Rave prevailed with them to keep in the rear, while tide o^^ 
troops retreated. Neither would they do that; but toid ji^ 
— *" You mean to sacrifice us. When we marched down, ji^ 
told us there would be no fighting for us Indians ; we might |^ 
down and smoke our pipes \ whereas numbers of our warrio^ 
have been killed.*' — ^Nothing could chauge their determinatiogL 
'I'hey went off, and St. Leger was obliged to decamp^ about noop 
of the 22d, in such hurry and confusion, as to leave his borob^ 
dier asleep in the bomb battery. His tents, with most of the. «.i^ 
iillery and stores, fell into the hands of the garrison, Son^ ^ 
the Indian Sachems, who were highly disgusted with hinv 90(1^ 
cluded to play upon him, and divert themselves at his expeSoe. 
In the evening, the flying troops came to a clay soil, pretty ^(& 
_ St. Leger and and Sir John Johnson were in an altercation,^tJC*- 

fer reproaching Sir John about his Indians, and Sir.Jdj^i 
laming St. Leger for not carrying on the siege differently. ' iL 
couple of Indian chiefs' upon a jising hill at a small dist^jci^, 

' with light enough to observe their situation, and near enop^tjSi 
iiotice their wrangUngs which proceeded almost to i^ghti%«, di- 
rected an Indian to withdraw some considerable way b.ehina^^*p 

' iind then to run after them, crying out with all imaginable eif- 
nestness in the Indian language, they are coming y they af^cg^^t^ 
and to continue it. St. Leger and Sir John, upon hearij^g-J^ 
jdisoialnote, made off as fast as they coald, but often toml^diijlo 
'the dirt. The men threw away their packs, and pushed offing 
greatest hurry. The Indians renewed the joke ; and continui|d 
thus and in the like ways to divert themselves, till the royalisji^a|-- 
jived at the Oneida lake: The animosity between the twp'^r— 
manders rose at last to such height that they drew upon each of 
meaning to settle the contest by the point of the sword. Xhe ' 
xms being fully satisfied that they had carried tlie jest far e^ 
and not being in a blood-thirsty humor, apprx>ached tJiie pai 
with much gravity and friendship, interposed their jgoodo"" 
rccommeiided peace, jnade them friends, and carried off tl 
cret of their own management ,whcrewith to entertain themifi 
and favorites in future*. Considering the predominant disf 
tion of the Indians while retreating in consequence of t&,^ ift 
cess that had attended St. Leger, and the loss they had sUstalS 
was not in the least surprising that they plundered severajt'' 
lioats belonging t© the army, and took even frpm the baj 
the officers what they fancied. . 

* Tbey :ifterwtrd dhrerted thentfehret tad gen. Scuyler witb ^liW ^ 
M»oy of the focegoing particulars were coiogiunicated to me by'th«^* 
Svkliad, who was part of the time at Fort ScUyUr, with fomc of ih ^ 
»ift that Were f^itttcfly to tbe Amcricabi. • - ' 

^ IVliea 
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When gen. Wa:shrngton perceived froin events in the north, 
tKdk proper officer must be chosen to command the eastern mill- 
t^, he isent on gen. Lincoln, having learned that he had influence 
-oVfer them, and that they confided in him. He arrived at Mah- 
tfce'st^r,' from the southward, on the 2d of August, and found 
^out 600 militia there, including 250 that arrived a fetv days 
t>fefore from Ne\*&^-Hampshire. Lincoln v(rrote to the Massachu- 
'setts council, that a hody of troops in that part would not only 
<bvct the eastern states, hut being in the rear of Burgoyne, oblige 
Mm' ta leave" So considerable a part of his army at the diflferent 
^osts fee possessed, as would weaken him. ' Scuyler, attehding 
illaiitiy to making head against Burgoyne^^ front, wrote to Lin- 
'Colti on the 4th, to match his whole force, except Warner's re- 
:gtment, atkd joih him with ail possible dispatdi- On the 6th 
fcfacolri had not been joined by any of the Massachusetts nlititia, 
paving a nran 6y two ; but was the same day reinforced by the 
'arrival of, brigadier gen. Stai*k, with aboiitSOO more men,' fr am 
KeWlfLimpshire, I'hsit state had beenapplied to for a large hb* 
''iiy of mriitia. Stark, who was one of their bfigadiergeneral^s, 
frad^ dr'onsidcrable influence among them ; but he was exceeding- 
ly s'cbbred, thought himself neglected, an^J that he had nut had 
justice 'done him by the congress, fte had fought courageously 
>-^t the -battle of Breed's Hill; and shewn himself to be a soldier 
•bf sterling courage. He had also no particular liking for Scuy- 
ler; When, therefore, he was to be entrusted with the New- 
Hanipi^Hire militia, he would not take £he command, but upba 
the condition o/ being left aHrbcrty to sei-veor not uhdcr aeon- 
fttientar commander, as he pleased; and he determined not to 
^oin the continental aritiy till the congress gave liim his rank h\ 
'it. He had about HOO brave men under liim, wellofl^eered, 
}Ainf of tliem had been in service the two preceding campaigns, 
■ atid were, not ravV milhia. Scuyler urged him repeatedly to joi»i 
Irirh ; ,but he declined complying. He was induced so to do, not 
t>tily from the forementioned reasons, but fiom considering th^at 
Burgoyne would not care what number of enemies hbhad infront, 
if he had none in his rear, and the country was open to his in- 
iljfeions. Stark resolved therefore to hiahg upon his rear, and 
^gfectcd Scuylct's application. The matter was brougiit Be- 
. fore congres^ so that onthe i yth they resolved, '* TH^t the coun- 
■df of Nevi^-Hampshire be informed, that the instructions whicii 
^ii, "^tark says'he lias received from t.licm, are destnjctive of iii' 
litary subordination, and highly prejudicial to the comition canse 
'^ this (Crisis"; and'tiiatther^^fofethey be desired 'torns'truct gen 
\ !Sirk^ td'confdrm hiiAselT to the same rules Mv!ch Qth( 
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at the cxpence of the United States." But before this reBobsTt 

Stark had assured ScuyJer, that he would do every tiling to ppfj^ 

ipote the public good, but was not for doing any thing that roigni 

prove inconsistent witli his own honor ; however, if it waa? 

thought best that he should naarch iijimediately to the camp, he ' 

would asquiesce. On the 13th he wrote, that he should tlwQV. 

away all private resentment when put in balance with the gpod*^ 

]jis country. Gen. Washington did not approve of Scuyler's ap.- 

parent intention of uniting all tlie militia and continenjtal troopa 

in one body, and of making an opposition wholly in front, ^ft 

was of opinion, that a sufficient body of militia should alwajL 

he reserved to fall upon Burgoyne's flanks or rear, and to inteiw^ 

cept his convoys. Stark however had concluded, on the day Id^ 

mentioned, upon marching from Bennington to meet lincoUial^ 

a certain appointed place, and to proceed with him and join Sc*ij^ 

16r ; but while writing to the former, he received information: 

that the enemy were on their march to Cambridge, ^, * 

Gen.. Burgoyne's progress toward Albany was delayed tbrcn^h. 

the want of a speedy and sufficient supply ot provisions. He cousin. 

dered in what way the difficulty was to be surmounted. Accoxxl», 

ing to information, the Americans had a great deposit of co^^. 

flour ajad store cattle ^t Bennington, which was guarded oaly h^ 

militia. Every day's account confirmed the persuasion of th^loy**, 

alty of one description of tlic inhabitants in that part of the couih. 

tiy, and of the panic of the other. He therefore entertained ttwju 

design of surprising the stores at Bennington, and of sending gt. 

very large detachment upon the expedition ; but was diverted^ 

from the latter (as supposed) by.major Skeen, who assured him^ 

" The friends to the British cause are as five to one, and they 

want only the appearance of a protecting power, to show theitw 

selves.'^ Relying upon their attachment, the gen. sent the G^^ 

man lieut. coL Baum, with only about 500 men and IQQ. Indi^. 

ans, M^ho carried with them two light pieces of artillery* T.€y{a£im\ 

litat^ the operation, the army moved along the east shore, of Hud?* 

son's-River,and encamped nearly opposite toSaratoga; andabri:^^ 

of rafts being tlirown over, the advance corps passed to that plaqe^i 

LicHit. coL Breymen's corps, consisting of tlie Brunswick g|:eci^9t4 

diersy light-rinfanty and chasseurs, were posted at'BatteiiTMlI*' 

in order, if necessary, to support Baum. Stark hearing that *V. 

party of Indians was at Cambridge, sent lieut. col. Gre^, w^^^ 

200 men to stop their progr^^s^s. Toward night he was infoa:^,^*^ 

ed by express, that t;here was a large body of regulars ia^tib^/ 

rear of the Indians. On that he drew together his brigade 4U)fli« 

the militia who w^reathand, in order to stop their ip^ccb^||- 

sent to Manchester for col. Wai-nex's regiment,, and forw^jMje^ji 

expressesr 
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itirpi^ss^s to the neighbouring militia to join him with all speed: 
He thca marched, in the mornitig;. of the I4th, with colonel^ 
Warner, Wiliiams and* Brush, and the men present, and in about 
«evcn mites met Gregg* retreating, and the enemy \yithin a milci 
<tf him, The troops drew up in order of battle ; and the enemy, 
vtpon comkig in: sight, halted upon a very advantageous piece of 
-groijnd* Baum perceiving that the Americans were too strong 
•to^W attacked by his present force, sent an express to Burgoyne 
vjpkhan account of his situation ; and Breymen was immediately 
dispatched t6^ reinforce him. Meair while small parties of the 
'Americans skirarished with the enemy, killed and wounded 30 
•of them with two Indian chiefs^ without any loss to themselves, 
'^feich' had a good effect upon their courage. The ground Stark 
•€^^upiedi not being suitable- for a general action, he retreated 
about a mile and encamped. In a council of war it was agreed, 
to-sendtwo d^tachnaentsinto the eiieniy's rear> while the rest of 
the ti oops attacked in front 

t-pAug. J'5.] It rained all day, which retarded the intended 
asfeault^ however thei*C'were frequent skirmishings in small par- 
lie^i 'The heavy r^, together with the badness of the roacjs', 
'preveiited also iBreyman^^s advancing to Baum's assistance with 
•dispateh. The next day, [Aug. 16.] Stai*K being joined in the 
morniflg by colonel Seymonds from Berkshirc, pursued his plan. 
•Baum in the mean while had intrenched and lendered his post 
•a* defensible as time and its nature woukl admit: Stark detach- 
ed cof. Nichols with 200 men to thq rear of his left : col. Hen- 
ckk, witii iOO men, was sent to the rear of his right : they were 
to join, and then attack. Colonels Hubbard and Stiduiey, with 
200 were ordered still further on- his- right A hundred men 
wtre also advanced' toward his front to draw his attention that 
-way. About three o'clock.in the afternoon all weffi'xeady for 
A^ attack*. Before Nichols and Henrkk could join; the;Ij3^dkas 
poshed off betweeft the t^vo corps. But receidng a fire as tfa^y 
passed^ had threekillett and two wounded- Nichols then beg^ri 
the assault upon Baum, and was followed by the rest; those in 
front pushing forward. In a few. minutes the action became ge- 
neral and lastsed about two hours, with one continued noise like 
tke ruffling of a drum, Baum made a brave defence ; and the 
German dragooiiS' kept together after having expended their am- 
i«unitioir, and led by their colonel charged with then- swords, 
botwere soon overpowered. The whole detachment, though 
vft\i enclosed by two bfcast wdrks, were forced to give way to 
tlfe superior number and courage of the Americans, who with 
tbcir brown firelocks, scarce a bayonet, little discipline, and not 
a^ngie piece of cauiion,: ventured toattackSO© well-trained- rA^r 
- ■ ^-^ ^i gulars 
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gulars, furnished with tJijB best and ccwnpleticst arm*, mad ; 
tvements^ having two j^eccb o( artillery, beingr adva^a^g . 

E^osteJ, and accompanied by 100 Indiana. When the i»y^^* 
ad gained the victory, they dispersed to collect pluo^er,. whictat 
they were very desirous of securing. Thi$ nearly pf(^Vi^ iaiifc 
to thehi. Willie thus busied, Staric received iaforaiat^^lSM^ 
the reinforcement under Breymaawas witliin twp miles ^hifc 
Happily at that instant^ Warner*s continental reg^m^nt^ ^iiJNw 
had been sent for from Manchester, came up freshr naatpberfb^ifc 
and began to engage ; mean while the militia coilqct^^sj^*^<P 
possible, and pushed on to its assistance. The action becan»»^ji|9 
neral -, and the battle continued obstinate on both sides till §«iWit« 
when the Germans gave way partly througji a failure of tfmv^wm 
iiition, leaving tlxeii: two pieces of artillery behind thei% 9^M 
number of prisoners. They retreated in jthe best sa^mner tfjuf: 
could^ improving the advanj;age of the evening; and .o£ ibfD 
night: ' ^ ,,/^ 

The Americans took four brass feld-meces, twelve brass dv^pns^ 
two hundred ^nd fifty dragoon swords, four ammunition VfM^i 
gons, and about 'ICK) prlsoner3,an3ong whona was Iieut.x:aVBli^imi; 
rhree hundred dead are said to have been fouqd upoi|,lhe^pate 
biit if so surely the skin on each side must have.be|en,iii«hiWb 
llie Americans lost but about 100 kUled and wo\i^e4Ji.,./jjOMr 
coupge ot the men was sharpened by the prospect af^v^Mirifei^i^ 
for mgen, Stark's orders they were promised all. the plun<fcr lliil 
shouldbe taken in the enemy'$ c^ift^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^y^ Q^^&r$ ^imA 
astonished to see how undauntedlyjtheyru&lied on the i^autl^ol^ 
the cannon. Both men and officers .are entitle^ to, a)4^h,M«i» 
for their gallant behavior. Cojonels Warner and Henrici:**«iS» 
perior skill in niiiitary n>^ters was of service to the ggner^^J*^ 
was less conversant with them than they.; but his xay^ ifvlte 
army of tlie tTnited State? vvas afterward given bim> by congrtil% 
on the 4th of October, when they " resolved, Tl^t the t^^»iid% 
of congress be presented to. gen- Staik ^f tlie Nevy-Haipp<^iM 
niilitia, and the officers apd troops under bis coptaa^4,?f<0*tiidil 
brave aiid successful attack upon^ a^d sigaal victo^ry Qve* ; tiw 
ineray in their lines at Bennin^on : aiut that bdga^kr-^dfeiw 
iippointed a brigadier general in the amiy of thc^.^niteid/SiWtek*^ 
Hever were thanks more deservedly, bestawei, Xhis,iw«aAir 
first turn of affairs in favior of the Americans in tjie opiftbeTOdei 
partmeht after the death of gen., Mc^n^omery* It rai*E4 ^ BfiA 
rits of the cp^ntry and macje^he militia willing tot twrtt.tttt^tei 
yond what would otherwi^ have beenijnne;^ When gtmf^tem 
•jvrote to the conunander i^ chief. gome d^ys afkr hjfe amrmfaai 
jgjiUwater, be thus expressed; bim^^if-r-'MJjmn i»y. tea^riag jafci| 

ladelphia^ 

\ 
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ri^Utfikjk^ the pfospcc^ this way apfreai^ed in^Jt glootfty* Jkitt tfte 
^ipere cheeks the enemy have met with- at Bennington an A in 
'jP^on county, has given a niore pleasirtg view of fjublic affaii-^. 
itartBot sufficiently thank y-our excellency for sending col.Mor* 
gan^ corps (of yiflenaen.) They will be of the greatest servicie 
U3^i^9 araiy-i fof until the late successes this way ^ I am told it wa^ 
'^te panic struck by the Indians, and their tory and Canatdian as* 
si^lni iu Indian dress. Few of the militia demanded are yet ar« 
Hved^ but I hearof gr^at nomber§ on their march." Star&V vic- 
Itry gave^^eputation to the militia, as weH as: increased their cou- 
rige^ They found that ijeith^r British m)v German regufafs 
w^^re i^vincibte j but that tliey could beat both. The artillery 
and other trophies ^cited their hope and confidence. White 
A^American* were exulting upon the occasion on the oneside^ 
tke toyal array under Burgoy ne experienced a degree of depressi- 
oa oft the oth^r ; especially as the disaster at Bennington not only' 
added to their delay^but gave Gates the opportunity of strength* 
ciwiig himself, by the arrival of the militia, wJiQ were upon their, 
march toreinfoEce hka. When he was upon hi$jouniey to take 
tiie'C^nm^andi he was much dejected, no less than the troops 
wbat»hwere to be under faim ; but tiie Benniugton afiair put 
them both ia better spirits, and afforded tBem some promising 
«pectations» They relied on his abilities,, so that his appearance 
41 camp, and his Ipode (yf conducting military business, at once 
fljed them with courage and resolution i and in a few days they 
faced about and advanced toward Burgoyne. 
\ Qn the-3pth of August^ the British command:er had occasion 
'tD?»ritctol>im ; and in his letter complained of inhumanity ex- 
elicited toward the pmvincial soldiers in the king's ^ef uice after 
tii^ afiair of- Bennington ; and then hinted a retaliation. Gen* 
fi*t«, in hisanswer of September the 2d, invalidated the charge,, 
?Rd then retorted the Indian cruelties, wWch he imputed to Bur- 
feyne, sayiAg, '*^ Miss M'Rea, a young lady, lovely, to the sight,, 
©f virfuous character and amiable disposition, engaged toanof- 
icer of your arn^y, was with other women and children, takea 
out of a house- near Fort Kdward, cairicd into the woods, andt 
itece -scalped and mangled in a most shocking nianner. Twa 
pac^ems w^tli tlieir six children, were all treated with the same 
Mfaumftuity, while quietly residip^g in.their Qnce h^ppy and peace- 
&l;dwelUng* Th^ miserablje. fate of MJss M'Rea was particu- 
laul^ aggravated, by her being dressed to receive her promised 
imillftniifWhetii she aether nlurderer enopioyc'd-bj you. Up* 
waadof lOO men, womiert and children;, have penshed by the 
kftddsof the ruffians j to whom, it is asserted, yoii have paid .the 
fii&ef blood." Gendfal Burg6yn^/ill his reply of the 6tfi of 
^i* Sept, 
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Sept. vindicated his own charactet ; showed that Miss yfPR^t/lf 

'death was no premeditated barbarity; and declared thjU'-SJM 
stance excepted, Gates's intelligcnee, respecting the craeKae*'W 

-the Indians, was false. - It might be erroneous in point- o#W<ttii' 
bdrs and other circumstances ; but Burgoyne was undduiJtf' 
mistaken in pronouncing it all false, with only a single ^c 

-tion. The number of Indians that joined him was 500. Tb«^l 
party sent'out paid attention to the restrictions he had laid tMoEij 
under, in his speech of Junfe the 2ist,^nearCrowTi.PbintV ^^^ 

-when they had made several of the Americans- prisoners - in tfife^ 
heat of the action, treated them with European hunnamty.- ^Bftf 
they could not long brook such restraints. They grew uri^r^ 
and reverted to their cruelties and habits of plunder ; and stvri'^ 
tal persons became victims to their rpode of war. My aCcoiifli* 
of Miss M*Rea's death will differ only circumstantially irom Btrfi ' 
goyne*s, Mr. Jones> her lover, anxious on her account^ ^^^S^J* ' 
lome Indians of two different tribes to convey her away irol 
among the Americansfor the purpose of security. He mtghf fe _ 
for her on account of her father*s being interested in the^ 5t>^lff 
cause and ©f her attachment to himself. He promised'ia^if^ 
ivard the person, who should bring her safe to him, wHh*4 Ifcdfe^ 
xel of rum. The two who took her and carried he? to some'iSffiK 
tance,'disputcd who of them should convey her to Mr. J&nO^ 
Each was anxious for the reward ; and that the other might p^'*' 

.recieiveit, qne of them- struch his tomahawk into her skull iil 
killed her.* As no whispe? contrary to her being of alitij 
biemished character ever reached me,, in any ptece or ebmj^ 
be it far from any future European writer to tomaha^ htti 
putation.f Upon the first intelligence of what had happiStf 
Burgoyne obliged the Indians to deliver up the murderefJ'l 

, threatened to put him to death. Many thought the threat wfi 
have been executed ; but he was pardoned, upon the J£ " 
agreeing to terms enjoined them by Burgoyne, which thcf ] 
ral thought would be more efficacious, than an execution \ 
vent similar mischiefs. He told their interpreter, that he'\ 
loise every Indian rather than connive at their enormities, 
that effect. J They wer6 not however satisfied and to hisastd^ 
ment some of the tribes told him, at a council held the'" 

- ning of August, that they intended to return home, and At 
ed his concurrence and assistance. The general was cbh^ 



»4« 



* l!his is the fabftince of the rehrton given by Mrs. M'Neil widf %in|F' 
mpany with Mifs M'Rea whenj^ik^tn by tjie Iiwliant. - *™^'' 

^hat 



tompany 
• See; 
Earl of Harripgton before the houic of commout^ 



f See Marquii de ChtOelleux's Travels in Nonh-Amcrica, Volt I. p. AJfT^ 
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thgt a cardial reconciliation was only to be effected by a renun* 
ci;*Uoa of all his former prohibitions, and an indulgence irt 
bipod and rapine j but he firmly adhered to the controuis he had 
established ; and the speech he made to them seemed to have the? ^ 
dpsired effect. But a desertion took place the next day, and ' 
t^ey went off by scores, loaded with what plunder they had 
collected. 

The murder of miss M'Rea exasperated the Americans j and 
from tliat and other cruelties, occasion was taken to blacken the 
rqyal party and army* The people detested that army which 
accepted of such Indian aid, and loudly reprobated that govern-' 
nipht which could call in such auxiliaries. General Gates was 
no|: deficient in aggravating, by several publications, the ex- 
cesses which had taken place ; and with no small advantage to ' 
his own military operatipns. ; 

i.General Lincoln, about this time marched from Mbncbester 
toJE^awiet, with the few railitiathat had joined him. Haying re- 
ceived some reinforcement, in order to divide and distract the 
rojral armyy he sent off, with the advice of his officers, on the^ 
l5th, colonel Brown and five hundred men, to the landing at - 
Lake George, to release the prisoners and destroy the British 
stores thjere ; and the Same number of men under colonel Jol>n- 
son, .t^ Mount Independence, 'i'hc latter was to give a diver- ' 
sioa to tlie enemy, while the former executed his command;/ 
and if an oppbrtunity offered without risking too much, to pusl* ♦ 
for Mount independence,, while col. Browii attempted Tycon- - 
derpga. Furtlier to- amuse and divide the enemy, by attacking •- 
the put-piosts, &c. a like number of men were s<ent uiider col. * 
WpQdbridge, to Skeensborough, tlience to Fort Anne^ and si> 
04 ip ward Fort Edward. He doubted not but that these move- - 
raents would meet with general Gates's approbation^ though 
made \yithout his knowledge- He would have mentioned the ' 
design, and not have put the plan into execution without hi.^., 
advice, could he have been sure that the information would not • 
have" fallen into the hand's of the enemy.* ■, 

Colonel Brown conducted his operations with sudi secrecy 
and address, that he effectually surprised aH the out-posts [Sept^ * 
ISl^ between the landing at the north end of Lake George and 
tbe^. tody of the fortress at Tyconderoga. Mount .Defiance, » 
Mount iibpe, the French Uncs and a block-house, with 200 bat- . 
teiux, an armed sloop, and several gun-boats, were almost in- 
tt^t^^taken. Four companies of foot, with nearly an equat 
number of Canadians, and many of the officers and crews of the ■ 

.-^^^ , 

^ Lincoln's letter, 

„ ,. " \ esse Is, 
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vessels, amounting m tlie whole to 293^ were madeprkoj 
and 100 AmericaRS released. Btewrt, beside taking a nvm^ 
of arms and other things retook the continental standax4^|^ 
atTywhcR the fort was evalcuated. His loss inklHed'i)|^ 
wounded was trilling. Finding after four days trial, that he i^ 
JcAnson could not niaster Ty and Mount Indepcadence, ify^ 
abandoned the design and returned. ./j 

While the aforementioned expedition was carrying OB^ iei» 
Burgoyne bavihg at length obtained about thirty days provi5^w> 
with other necessary stores, resolved upon passing the Huc&otiV 
River with the army, which having executed, he encamf»^gK 
the heights and in the plain of Saratoga. He took this mea^tge 
upon himself, on the supposition that he was not authoriseijtof 
call any officers in c<)uncil, as the ^ peren>ptory tenor of Bis Af- 
ters, and the season of the year admitted of no alternative. 
He tlien advanced aidiig the side of the river, and encan^j^ 
en the l^ights about two miles from general Gates's camp, 
which was three miles above Stillwater. On theeighteetitj^$c 
Americans marched out, thtee tliousarid stroi>g, in ord^J^^- 
attack him, but found that to be prudentially impractie^^^ 
However, they drew up in full vieW of him, and there ta^B^ 
till dark. Gates was; careful to keep colonel Morgan's rcfpm00C 
of riflemen and a large cor^s of light-infantry under cimief 
Durbin, always in advance, ready to oppose the approa^b.c^ilt 
enemy* Large scouting parties from this advanced bodj ^f[f(tt 
continually patrolling, to prevent a surprise. The next d;^jm. 
Burgoyne put himself at the head of the British line, jri^^ 
composed die right wing ; this was covered by by gea/^SipaKer 
and colonel Breyman, with the grenadiers and l^ht infinfgwrf 
the army, being themselves covered by the Indians, pro'vittfiw 
and Canadians, in the front and flanks. He advanced toMnl 
the American left wing, through some intervening woodsj^ufto 
great extent, while the left of the royal army and artilletfgHa- 
dcr the generals Philips and Reidcsel, kept along thcfgppat 
roads and meadows by the river side. ;-.y 

[Sept. 1'9.] Some of the American scouting parties^ ^l4(^ 
with those of the British, and with great boldness begin ^^f^- 
tack, about one o'clock at? noon. The firing is no soot^^^ffuti 
by gen. Philips, than he makes his way, with a p^tUg^^ 
artillery, throogh the wood, andrendeis essential serviccj^^^ch 
commander Supports, reinforces, and orders different rq^coA^ 
to engage ; and the battle is hot and obstiniate on both sicp|Jflt 
^"about half past two<)*clock, when it ceases for half aw iiour.' tIw 
American and British line, being fully formed, the action »ic- 
Bewed and becomes general at three. Botk arimes apf^M^- 

temified 
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"%^Snffn€3 to conquer or die. There is one continual blaze of fire 
"^r three hours without intermission. The report of the muslgets 
'^ffesqitibies an incessant roll beating on a number of drums. The 
r^Argericans and British alternately <1 rive and are driven by^ach 
xither. ' Three British regiments, the. 20th, the 2 1st, .and ti^e 
^% 2a, are in constant and close fire forbear fouc hours. All s^if- 
ier considerable loss ; the 62d, v^hich. was 500 strong when it 
'Vift Canada, is reduced.to.less than^O men, and to 4. or. 5 pffi- 
•'ifers. The 24ih:reginient, belonging .to Filacer's, brigade, with 
hher -gtenadiers aqd a part of the lightrinfantry are, brought into 
^.:^ction. Breynian's. riflemen^ and some otliej parts of his coips, 
^are also of service ; but only act oc<:asioxially. The Americaa 
*irbpps in action, are those under Morgan and 'Durbin ; tiie iir^ 
i^econd and tliird New-Hanapshire regiments ; the^eighth, nii^ 
, :and tenth Massachusetts ; the second and Uiud New- York, md 
* it Coitlvecticut regiment of militia. The ninth Massachusetts regi- 
Steient, col. Wesson's, is warmly engaged, and greatly distinguishes 
''^sclf. CoL ScartMnell,ofthefirstJMew-Hampshireregin>ettt,jspe-^ 
^dlp^arly /active, enterprising and hrave ; and leads on his men 
""^rose to the enemy with great undauntedness, before Jie suffers 
^'^ttiem to fire, Capt, Jones, with bis brigade/of British aitjU^y, 
'^%<^aves with the utmost intrepidity. His four cannon are -re- 
"'A^^tftedly taken and retaken. He is killed :. other, officers are 
- bounded; and thirty -six out of forty-eight of the.mah'bsses, are 
billed or wounded. Few actions have been characterized l^y 
^•teore obstinacy in attack or defence, thaiiis the pi^escnt. The 
''British bayonet is repeatedly tried without effect. During tlje 
;''*sfetigagemcnt many Americans place, themselves in high trees in 
*''Ae teat of their own line i arid there is, seldom a minute's inter- 
^*S^I bf Ismoke ih any part of the British line, without officers be- 
^^#t^ tzrfcen off by a single shot. One is' aimed af Burgoyne, but 
" Ipisses through the arm of captain Green, aid-de-camp to Philips, 
■^hile deliveidng a ihessage. The British commander' s^escape is 
•'^winfg to the captain's having a laced farniture toJiTs saddle, 
which occasions his being mistaken for the ^generall .Toward 
'^Ae close of the day, gen. Qates oiders^utof x:amp to the fi^d 
'^battle the lOth Massachusetts regiment under col. MarshalL* 
"Y^Vlie^' he comes upon the open ground, .he is perceived by a 
'^JSiidstibfficer, whohas entered the neighboring wpod. with his 
'^%6ldiers^ and. is upon the point of overpowering aa ALmerican 
^yf^m€nt ' The Brkish officer quits* the wood, calls ciut to him 
'*J3M to fire', for that; he is a frieiid. . . Marshall. suspects it, but the 
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dusk of tKe evening prevents his distmguishaig the Ttgime^n^jei^ 
Jie therefore orders his men to make ready. He observes- ij^ 
officer directing iis soldiers by the niotion of his sword, hoiir^ 
form ; and at length discerns the grenadier-cans, on whkrh ^ 
€4ll& out ,to his menjire. 11^ British officer talis, and aflQj 
while the regiment seeks its safety in a retreat, which termimij4 
the action in tliis quarter. In another s^ot, the Americans j^vf 
way to the British bayonet and quit the field. Gen. Reides^ 
by exerting himself, brings up a part of the left wing, and aroyf| 
just in time to charge some of the Americans. But a re^iii^^ 
of the latter remains longest on -the field of battle, by contmuia| 
upon it hours after the action totally ceases. Lieut, col. BrooS 
,who -commands the eightli Massachusetts regiment, by ord^^ 
gen. Gates, goes to the left of all the American troops, so as ta 
x)ut flank the British, when he fonns his line ; but perceiv^ 
troops in front of him, whom he cannot clearly distinguish- {|0v 
cabse ofthelatenessofthe evening, and the dusk being iocrea^ 
,ed by the trees* They soon fire, and kill one of his naea wouodL 
jng others ; on which he immediately engages them, and tb&f 
give way. He concludes they arc Germans from the b^a^c^ 
^es on. their breasts, for containing lighted njatch, Brookii^ 
marking that the other American, regiments are withdrawn^ aJA| 
that he cannot be supported in case the enemy advance tij^ 
*him, and hearing them talk at a distance, .changes his po^(% 
^and falls back into the open road leading to thecamp^ andtli$fy 
jemains. At length he sends to Gates for orders now to zi^ 
who directs him to return into camp ; where it was before m 
prehended all the troops had collected that had been in actioiurM 
Ijt is near upon eleven o'clock at night when he quits thegroi^ 
4ind returns. . 

The British lost in this action rather more than $00 in kiUol 
wounded and prisoners.* The loss of the Americans was,^ 
iicers included, 64 killed, 217 wounded, and 38 missing, ho^sm, 
319.t None of the right wing or centre were engaged, qc- 
cept Marshall's regiment. The number that engaged was ^o^ 
2500, Gates's whole army, with the militia present was abofll 
^7000. Lincoln bad not then joined him with his miEtt^ -, ,i^ 
therwas he in the. action, but at or in the neighborhood, (^ 
Bennii^ton. Arnold's division was out in the action, bii|]^ 
himself did not head them ; he remained in the camp tlie w)u4f 
time. Thie forqign officers said, that in all the engagements ^ 
^jlhich they had been, whether in Flanders or elsewheife, Uiejjae^ 

* Lieuu col. Kiogfton before tbc homt of coiiunon9« . » 

t The board Qf war. " ^ 
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Tccr knew so long and bQt a fire. The American avmy expend- 
edt nearly alltMir ammunition and had but about forty rounds 
m^xnan left theip. After the action the general was under the 
tiecessity of sen<iing not only forpaXvder,Hbut also to Albany for 
all the \^rindow leads and other lead th^t could be gotten for the 
making of bullets. He had never more tban three days provi- 
sion ot flour at a time ; but on the.diay of action the army had 
lione> foe it did not arrive iiH the 20th. It had be^n constantly 
^e practice of gen. Gates, to take tlie precaution of having Ae 
Wggag^ loaded every mornii^; and of b^ng ready for a suddea 
]p:iovement j some of th^ British officers not knowing this waa 
6is practice wr<?iigly inferred from his- being taken the n&orning^ 
after the action, that he: was apprehensive of being pushed, znd 
q£ being obliged to give way^ Thq, royal army however disco-* 
▼ered apprehension, by lying all the ensuing night u^oft their 
^rms, at some distance from the field of hattk; The next day 
they took a position nearly within cannon shot of the Americans^ 
smd fortified ?h^if right.. The engagement answered so little to 
TOe expectationof their Indian auxiliaries, that a freah desertton 
%mong diem took plaee, in this season i)f danger and distress : 
labile a number of other Indians repaired to tlie. American camp. 
The last were attending a treaty wifh the Ainferican commission- 
Iprs ; who, finding they were incMnaWe to engage in a warj pre- 
pared a speech^ an^ the^ next day^ offered them the war belt, 
which was immediately and solemnly accepted by warriors of the 
Oneidas, Tuscaroras,, Onon dagos and Mohawks,. On the ntli 
tjic war feast was prepared, at which the belt was solemrtly ac- 
cepted by the whole. The 18th. and 19th passed* in equipping 
tiiera. Being informed the 19th at nighty that the American ar- 
i^iy was engaged, many of the Indians marched off without dd- 
lfiy,and wiSi such dispatch as to reach Gates, before noon next 
<lay though tjie distance was very considerable, and by night the 
J^mainder arrived in camp, making in all near 150. 
: The proximity of tjhe two armies induced the Ameriean gene- 
ral to^ redouble his ardor in strengthe«ing his left. The Ame- 
ricans are expert beyond all other nations, in the modeof defence 
Wintrerichment, covered with strong abbatis.* From the 20th 
of September to the 7th of October, the armies were so near, 
that not a night passed without firing and sometimes concerted 
attacks upon the British advance pickets. No foraging party 
tould be made by the royal troops, without great detachments to 
eovcr it. It was tlie American plan to harrass the enemy by 
constant. alarms, t Mean while gen. Lincoln, agreeable to the 

* Bvfgoyoe*! Stite •£ \ht Sxpediticn from Canada, f Item* 
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orders sent hira, marched toward the camp. By the S^^lMl 
joined Gates with about 2000 militia/ : ; 

General Burgoyne had from the beginning, a firra hiXfm o& 
being powerfully succoured when wanted, and at any ratjS.CsC 
being met and joined at Albany, by a strong force firpm: the m* 
Hiy at New- York, With great difficulty he received on- the distf 
a letter in cypher from Sir H. Clinton, informing him, tb^ttyfr 
latter intended making a diversion on the North-River, by atUck-s 
ing Fort Montgomery, Though this fell short of the aid he c|c- 
pected, he hoped it might amwrd essential service by ohiigM^ 
Gates to divide his army. He returned the messenger j aml^ 
terward dispatched two officers in disguise, and other coofidetl? 
tial persons, all separately by different routes, to- acquaint Qlio^ 
ton with his exact situation and condition, and ta press him ur-r 
gently to the immediate prosecution of his design, and to iofo^otl 
hini that in point; of provision he could, and was detern^edt^ 
hold bis present position, in hope of favorable event§, -until ^ist 
12th of October, The British commander had to eeeoun^dQr 
disappointments and difficulties;,, and the Americans was ji^eor^ 
cropped. The latter wrote to gen^ Washington on the «6t|i-p^ 
October, " I am sorry to repeat to your excellency the di$|Xf s||L 
I have suflered for want of a proper supply of musfcet c^ix^ 
tridges from Springfield, or the materials- to^make theoi ^ ' I '^ K 
3My anxiety also on account of provisions has been inexpi:essiye« 
A greater error has not been committed this- war, than ^^ 
changing the commissariot in the middle of the campaign*''^ ^ - ^i; 

Sir H. Clinton's intended diversion did not coHMnence ^oMf^tt 
as proposed ; for the British reinforcement under gen. Rebei^^ 
s<>n^ amounting to near 2000 men, did not arrive fr ^m Eujroffg^ 
tiU'about the beginning of October, They were three iiiolidit^ 
on their passage, owing partly to contrary winds, and partly '|f»* 
tfieir being on board heavy sailing Dutch bottoms. Had the^ 
arrived a month sooner, the state of affairs would undoubtcdIji5* 
have been widely different. When they did arrive, Clinton i^fJU, 
no time in employing them. Nun^ers of them were imn^Rb-'" 
ately removed to proper vessels^ and joined in the e^^[>«dkiaf^ 
ag£nst theforts in the highlands. The arrangements being Jimd|i^ 
he proceeded up the North-River with about 4000 meai..ai(i'/ 
landed on the 4th of October at Tarry-town, meaning to -exoilib 
an apprehension in gen. Putnam, that his post atPeek^^-kiil ma^ 
the object. A thousand continental troops had been left bim^B 
therewith to defend it, but the ejffectives were fewer :.hch^. 
made repeated application for militia from Nx;w-York state 4«AfL 
Connecticut, but had been joined by very fe;w, they hav^^ 
been called awaj-'from. an expedition against llie xayal.fp4ij^toi»c 

Rhode- 
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Mforf6<4slafiJ. At eight at night he wrote to gov. Clintonv 
and informed him of the arrival of the British, and what he 
<iibisght was their destination. The governor, upon the receipt 
•if the iettei*, penetrated his namesake's^ design ; prorogued the 
assembly the next day ; * and hastened to Fort Montgomery, 
whjere lie arrived at night. The royal troops were secretly 
tmtisferred across the river, and dispositions mad<, for ail assault 
42pbti the forfs on the 6th'. ) ' ■ ■ 

• tOct. 6.] The American advanced party is attacked by the 
^Miy at Doodle-town, about two miles and apalf frorti Fort 
MoBt^omtty. They receive the enemy's fire and k'etreat to Fort 
GliHtolti. The enerhy %en advance t6 the wc^t sid^ of the moun- 
tain, to attack the Americans in the rear. Gov. Clinton orders 
cuft a detachment 6f 100 men toward Doodle-towtv, and another 
of ^Cwith a biaSs field-piece, to a very good spotToi* a diferent. 
r6ad* They are both attacked soon by the enemy's whole force, 
a^d oblifed tjti give' way ; but behave with ispirit, and retreat 
i*ith great order till they reach the fort. The goveinor imme^ 
di&tely' posts his men in the most advantageous manner; but it 
is hot many minutes before his post, as well as Fort Clinton, is 
invaded on all sid'es. Hte is summoned when the sun is about 
sm hbur hrgh to surrender in five minutes ; but refuses. In a- 
bmrt- ten minutes aftfer, the British make a general and desperate 
attack '0it' both po^ts, which is received with spirit. Officers 
aad men;- as Wfell as militia as continentals, behave well. A most 
incessant fire is kept up till'dusk, when the assailed are over- 
pUWCTed by numbets, who force tlie lines and redoubts at both. 
p«ite. Not St few of the ArAericans fight their way out, others 
infer with the enemy, and so make their Escape, knowing all 
ttei^cnues in the mountains, and being favored by the night. 
T^fe gcJvernor, and his brother gen. James Clinton, who is wound- 
ed[; feut not dangerously, get ofFciear. The former is joined 
the next tfay by better than 200 of the garrison ; and is in ex- 
p^tation of many moreif 

The whole garrison consisted of but 600 men, not one half of 
^rttem had bayonets, wherewith to oppose those of the enemy^ 
vAme repeated assaults with that weapon at lenjgth prevailed. — 
^^^nitwas'evidentthat the enemy n^eant an attack upon these 
p^S', •application was made for a reinforcement from Peek's-kill j 
Plil4*irough niistake, and the treachery of the issuing comtnissary 
atf^ Montgomery, it was not sent in time : the forts were car* 
rw'wlrile it wascrossing-the river, which occasioned its return;. 
A^efeoma^le supply of 500 men tnight have secured them. They 
"w-^te no sooner lost, but Fort Constitution was demolished with- 
' oA'tke^'drders ^f the governor,* and* without first removing 
'• ^ the 
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ftie artillery an() stores. The Anieric^fis s^t fii^e al^ tp tmtl4b» 
iiew frigates, and some otlier vessels, which with ^eir gpi|s^^^ 
stores were ail consumed. Gen. Try on was sent pff'.witha j^ 
tachment, and destroyed a new settlement, called CpnUB^i^^ 
village, which contained barracks .forl^OQ men» b^si^i:.^ fuaof 
stores. . , % / . 1 

The cannon^ stores, aa^munitipiTt ^c. ^ken an^ dtst^yedj^^ 
the British, were very considerable ; but th^ main ^dvant^ge ob^ 
taine<} by them was the opening pf the passage tip thj^ I^.o^^r 
jlive^. Tbis ziad been obstructed by a ppom and chaio.jran^jl4^ 
across the river from fort Montgomery «. The ch^in wei^e^% 
jbo¥q5o ton» ^nd the links, were about $ & 1-1$ inQhes. ymjyc:. 
There was another inferior boom near fort Constitution*^ TlieM^ 
iK>oms and cliaia cost the Americans an amazing deal p/ labmiir 
.and moce tbsp fifty thousand pounds sterlings as is suppQSc4# M^ 
paper continental mpney^ The reduction of the forts put thc 
Isritish into |mn3c;diate possession of the pQwer of reiXU>Yix^ihfi^ 
obstructions, and passing up to Albany* Gen^^ Putn9n> was v^ 
such expectation of their improving thi^ advantage,; thjit^.j^: 
^VTote to gen. Gates on the 8th, ** I cannot flatter yoaor n|j» 
self with the hop^s of preventing the enemy *s advapging, ttunrcw 
ipre prq>are for the^ worst.". The next day he said, " TheCSpi^r 
iiecticut militia came in yesterday^ and^ the day bj^foreJagiia^ 
jiumbers, but I ani sorry to say, they alrcMy begin to mn Mm^fk 
The enemy can take a fair wind, and with their fiat-bottoodt 
boats which have all sails, to go to Albany or Hali^Mooj^wik^ 
great expedition, I believe wttliout any opposition. '•' H^ 
Moon is sixteen »iiles below where Gates ^vas Qne&mped^. "^ 
pamc day a spy was brought before gov. ClintonvandG<>ii^ 
.~** That he wais charged by Sir Henry to go tOrBurgoyAe^i 
acquaint him, that on Monday, the 6th, he stormpd aad cw&i 
jthe forts with the loss of lieut col. Campbell^ majors Gmat^A 
Silt sfain ; b<?sides. a number of ptber oflkers,. ;kAd upward^ 
300 rank and file, killed and wounded : that a nufobex off^ 
pie were employed, whx> wtre constantly horn on« arnay . to te 
otber : — That gen. Clinton intended to push up^ the river ;. M 
Ihat a capt. Campbell of Burgoyne's army, lately aniveA nM 
dispatches to Sir Henry and set off on his return^ the WoI^S^ 
day morning with the news of tlie reduction of Fort Moiiii^ 
meiy/* The captain however, did not get hack to ^ur^mpi^ 
till the night before the convention was signed. The spy ^ti^mji, 
mention the death of count Grabpuskia Polish nobleman^ ^ila 
was killed in the attack* while acting as atd^de^amp to w 
Donry Clinton* . ,7^ 

Let lis now attend the motions of generals Burgoyne :t^ 
Gates. In tlie begining of October, the British command 

judged 
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^ti'dj^'d it expedient to lessen the soldiers' rations of provision, to 
^vhich they subrtiitted with cheerfulness. Things continued in 
this'^tate 'with the royal army till the 7th, when no intelligence 
having heen received of the expected co-operation', and four or 
fivi^ days for their limited stay in the camp only remaining, it 
was thought advisable to make a movement to the left of die 
Ajmericans, not only to discover whethei* there was ^rty possible 
mean of forcing apassage, should it be necessary to advance, ot* 
of dislodring them for the convenience of a retireat ; but also to 
cov^ a forage of the army in the greatest distress by tlie present 
^scarcity. ■ k^ 

BeforegeneralGateshas gained inyknowledgeof this Intend*- 
«rf movement he has ordered out a party of about 300 men in 
the ftiorning ; soon after l\e directs lieut. col. Brooks to repair t6 
head-quarters when he gives him the command of them, and 
desires- him to call between one and two o*clock for particular 
•direi^tioiis* The party is destined to go into the rear of Bur^ 
^oyne, to drive m his out-posts, and to otcasion an aMrm, 
wbich'^ Gates means to take advantage of, if opportunity offers'. 
Bcit unknown to him, a royal detafchment of 1500 reguiab 
troops with two twelve-pounders, two howitzers, and six six- 
potinders, are ordered to move, being commanded by Bur- 
gbyne in person, seconded by generals Philips, Reidesel and 
frazer. The guard of the camp upon the high grounds is com-, 
mitted to generals Hamilton and Specht : that of the redoubts 
and plain hear the river to brigadier Gall. The force of the 
Ainericans in front is thought to be so much Superior^ that it is 
not judged safe to augment the detachment beyond the numbet 
^ated, ' ' 

''While Brooks is waiting at the American head-quarters, a 
Seijeant arrives with an account of the motion of the royal de- 
tachment ; which is speedily confirmed. On this the party he 
Was to have commanded is dismissed ; and the officers and men 
present are ordered to their posts. Burgoyne's scouting parties 
are driven in by col. Morgan's riflemen and the corps of Hght- 
niiiintry : but his troops continue advancing, and arc* formed 
within three quarters of a mile of Gates's left. The artillery is 
posted on a clear spot of ground, in a great measure surrounded 
by #obds, the two medium twelve-pounders on a small emi- 
TOncfe, nearly in the centre of it. The frregulars are pushed on 
through by-ways to gain th6 American rear, and to keep them 
in'iph€ck. Gen. Arnold, who'had mounted his horse, receives 
a message from Gates, dircctihg him to be cautious, for that he 
sumrehends that Burgoyne designs to make his main attack on the 
tt^P^ Afffold ♦hows liiuch displeasure at it; expresses himseff 
"" ; * ' impro- 
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improperly, and says,* "I wUl fee answerable for co 
ces." He orders out Cilly*s New-Hannpshire regime 
others, and soon follows them. About four o'clock ia 
ternoon, the American column approaches the roy^l det; 
and is immediately fired upon by the twelve-pounders 
four sijr-pounders ; notwithstanding which, (he men 
along the skirts of the woods bchmd trees, about 30d,; 
distant from the artillery. They make a very sudden dud 
attack upon the British grenadiers, wh© are posted to 
the left wing of the line. Major A;:kland at tlie head' 
sustains this fierce attack with great resolution. "G?nerai|^^ 
having Ordered out more regiments, the number of 
inericans enables them" soon to extend the attack al9aj 
whole front of the Germans, who are posted immediatj 
the- right of the grenadiers. It is Uierefore imprac{ 
to remove any of the Germans, for the purpose of^fpi 
a second line to the flank where the stress of the *i|fe 
The right it still unengaged ; but it is observed th^ ^ 
cans are marching a large corps round theii: flank ^1^5 
cut ofl^ ' their retreat. To oppose this bold and dang( 
tempt, the light-infantry, with a part of the 2ith 
which arc joined with them at the post, are directe<i 
second line, in order to cover the retreat of the troops i 
While this movement is in process, the Americans pusL 
a fresh and strong reinforcement to renew the action ol 
goyne's left which is totally overpowered and compejle^ fe^ 
way ; on this the Hght-infantry and 24th regiment are 
by quick movement, to attempt saying that wing from 
tally ruined ; but in doing it gen. Frazer is mortally woi 
The situation of the detachment is novv exceeding critical 
the danger to which the lines are exposed, is still more a 
Generals Philips arid Reidesel are ordered to cover the' n 
and tliose troops which are nearest or most disengaged, n 
fast as tlicy can for the defence of the lines. A little aft 
* in the height of the action, lieut. col. Brooks, by Gates's 
>qQitsthe camp at the head of col. Michael Jackson's f( 
and directs his march to the warmest fire. On advancil 
the field, he finds the royal detachment has given way in ^ 
.tcrs, and Arnold pushing with Paterson's brigade for iSie 
possessed by the British light-infantry assisted by some of 
.who have just thrown themselves into the sarne, with jgt 
cipiUtion, by means of a circuitous retreat. The Inlg;^ 
' large abbatis to cross, and many other obstructions to su^*^ 
in the face of a brave enemy, occupying works adv; 
CQOStnictcd and completed, it is therefore it Icng^l:^ 
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.^^tt?. But diiring the contest, Jackson's regiment passing the 
fear of the brigade, falls into the fire on its left, having in front 
|w6 stockade redoubts occupied by some Canadians, and the left 
of the works, in which are the German grenadiers, under colonel 
fereyman. At .some considerable distance on the left of Brooks, 
are Wesson's regiment, Morgan's corps, and the York droops, 
paterson's brigade failing, Arnold leaves it, and comes to Jack- 
son'-s regiment, which he orders instantly to advance, and attack 
tiip' lines and redoubts in front. Brooks commands two platoons 
feoTp the right to attack the stockades'; they move with great ra- 
piditya carry the point with charged bayonets, and suffer little 
':tifioreihan thek)ss of two lieutenants killed. The regiment in- 
stantly makes an assault on the main lines, though manned with 
double its number. Arnold having given Brooks his ordei-s, pass- 
es on .to the left ; and having ordered the Americans there to 
make a general assault^ returns to Jackson's regiment, the left of 
^hich has.arrived at the works ; and a small sally-port present- 
ing, Arnold and a part of the left platoon pass througli together, 
*ilie enemy retire firing, and gain their tents about thirty or fo^- 
"^ yards from tlie works, but finding the assault is general, they 

five one fire, and either retreat to the British camp or throw 
own their arms. By this last fire Arnold is wounded, and a ser- 
'^eant of Jackson's regiment, standing near the general, killed. 
Orders are ^ven by Burgoyne for the recovery of the entrench- 
ments of the German reserve ; but they are not executed, and 
the Aaiericans remain in possession of an opening on the right 
ind r-earof the royal army. The night puts an end lo the ac- 
^6n^ * . . 

■ Thelieatof it, with small arms, lasted about forty minutes; 
f)ut the cannonading continued after the royal detachment had 
\given way. In the course of it, a shot passed through gen. Bur- 
goyhe's hat, and another tore his waistcoat. A battalion of Bruns- 
' wickers ran, though not one of them was killed, and would ne- 
ver come on again.* To this misbehavior some may be i-eadr 
to ascribe the want of success on the side of the Britisli, and as a 
itpnseqiience of it, the loss of the whole army. Whatever such 
Behaviour might contribute toward the event, the bravery, of 
the Americans had certainly a very considerable sliare in it. The^ 
Soyal detachment was driven by them near upon two miles, and 
liad scarce entered the camp when it was stormed by tliem witlx 
^reat fury ; for they rushed on to the lines under one of the hea- 
viest cannooades of aftillery, grape-shot and rifle fire ever beheld, 
s^ never gave way till they met the British grenadiers. Some of 

^ ^^ta^ MoDcft icQhr^tij^n m (be boatc of commongt 
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tbe hp6A o^tsrs were astomished at hearing the ^ o/^ 
American aiuskc,lry Hept up \«;ith such vigor and constan<i^ ^ 
undergoing, 30 heavy a fire of artillery.* One of the 1 
q( thcint is ready to declare, that whenever he has beae^" 
po$ed to the Aojericans, they have fought with coufj 
, qbstinacy, H^ found it sa in the above action. General. ^^ 
was next to military mad- He appeared, in the heat of iS€ 
gagemcjit, sp beside himself as scarce to know what hehi 
He struck several of tlieof&cew witli his sword, without any. 
^rent reason; and when they^told him of it the next day, i 
Hig- to remonstrate and requae satisfaction, he deciarad 
wllected nothing at all of ix, and wa$ sorry if it wa3 S£K 
of his orders were exceedingly rash and injudicious^ and 
thoughtlessness rather than couraje.J. His att«ick upon tl 
isb varied so from established mihtary maxims, that Uie rpyal< 
ficers inferred from it»,that gen. Gates did not personally car 
mand in the action. Gates remained for Jh^ most pai$:" 
camp, aaonthe 1 9th of September, t^at.he migl^t thp^ 
guide the general operations, apd give the nec^sary ditief;tl^| 
as they were wanted. Arnold's left-handed variation my^ l^r^^ 
•vcr cooti'ibute greatly toward, obtaining tlie victory. 'Itlf^ ' 
tishhave been at length taught by experience, th^t neither *^ 
xjcan attacks nor resistance^ are to be despised. 
^ Nothing could easily exceed the distress and calamity <>? 
uoyal army when the day was cjosed.. The. An)crican» hpi 
half a. mile in the rear ot them; and between twelve ^tAJ 
4>*clock. at nighty, gca. Ljncbla (who. during the ac^on, waat 
the centre of the encampment, commanding within the 
marched with his division to ^Jieve the troops that bad Wf^ 
gaged, and to- possess the ground they had gained. The situ ^ 
i)f the British made a total change of position necessary to s^ 
them from certain destruction. It was executed during the 'i ^ 
with a great degree of coolness, silence, order and.intrepidiiyj 
was a general remove of ^e whole army,, of the caipp and 
huy, from its late ground to the heights above tlv^ hospital ; 
the design, by an entire change of the frpfU,. of reducing 
Americans, if possible, to the necessity qf forming a qew fflj 
Hon. This remove was accomplished without any loss y 
vcr. The day of action proved fatal to numbers. The 'ct ^. 
suffered exceedingly^ Several who had b^en grievously Woufi^ 
in the former action,, and disdained absence fyojn 4^Qger^ hL^^ 
jigain wo undcd. Beside . general f razer, Sif James Clar^,' -ra- 



^ Um-^ t £ul ot Balcarras* 
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^bjne*s aid-d<*-camp, was rhoflalljfi^otindet! arf^ talceft ^risoneK 
fiajor Willmmis 6f thifr Artillery, arid major Acklahd were ^hh 
fakeh, the latter bieing wounded. Lfeut. cof. Brcyfnan wais killfcA 
vrhen the ihtr^chmeht vl/lieit he CQitimahd'ed \vas forded. Tlii 
^&t$ of killed and wourided, though slvowedly impeffect^^^andtftA 
jaclymn^ th^ Germans ate verjr co^^derabte. 'ITie iois of the 

tiericans was trifling both in meii and officers.- 'Thfy toot 
cers and privates, to th6 amount of irather 'more ibait 's^i 
fcisidc 9 pieces of brass artillery, and tbe encaiiipfhentirf a Grc^ 
tnin'brjgade ^ith ^11 their equipage, fiut what was' of the liti 
ijiost-conseqijence, they 6btkihed i latge iupply of amj^iinittbn 
Irom'aindhg the spoils of the field, under an t^xcessive stJiat-cfty i£ 
l^rhitB they had long laboured. The same troops^ wiire engaged 
^6a the 19th of September, with detached reginjehts,trom 

f^ enerals Glover and Patersoh's brfgades, together with & strong 
brigade of New- tiani pshire iriilitia; aiid Green Mountain boy ^ " 
^It^s VernVont militia- : / ^ . . 

\ The royal troops were rmderarfes the whole day of the 8th' of 
October, in continual expectation of an actibn, and were ronnon- 
Sded during the greatest part of it j but all that happened Wai 
aisucce$siprt of skirmishes, which' occasioned loss on both side^. 
Geif: Lincola Was wounded in his ieg by a random shot of the 
enemj, as riding iit (Company with gen. Gates.' About sun se^ 
ibe coi-pse of gen. Fraier was brou^t lip the hill, attertded only 
%j the officers who had lived iri his faitlily, for lit desired it, 
plight be carried, without parade, by the soldiers of his corps t6 
jtbe great redcmbt, and there buried. It necessarily passed v^thia 
View of both armies ; generals Philips, Reidesel and Burg6yne, 
«tajiding together, were struck witli the humitity of the processi- 
on.' Their conforming to that privacy whiich had bee*n requested, 
JBigbt be construed into negtect. -I'hey- could neither endui^ 
4hat reflection,, nor restrair^ their natural propensity to pay thi^ , 
last attentictri to his remains^ " They followed the :c6i'pse to the 

Srave. The ihcessent cannonade during the scJlemntty r^^the stesi* 
y attitude, and unaltered voicef with which the ehaplitin dfficia- 
Wd, though frequently covered wfth dust, thrown lip on all sides 
otliim by the shot : — the mute butexprtesisIveTTirKtdre of sensibi- 
J?tjaiid indignation upon every countenance :-^togethfer with tlie 
:^rowing duskiness of the evining, may be hereafter described bt 
Jthepenof the British commander, as marking a character of thst 
juncture, which makes one of the finest objectsfor thepeticil rf 
a master, that the field isver exhibited.^ But had gen. Burgoyr^ 

;^x:^ainted the American commander jvith the intended proces-- 

"''■'*'*' . ' • .A , . * '" 
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fiioi?, the serenity would have been v^vied ; for Gste%ifa^mfi:^ 
ada)itting the cannQnade^wquid rather have ordered mimiC gggfe 
to have been fired in honor to the deceased \ and Gould hcb^ec^i 
gained in time the Icnbwledge of what was going forwaf^ 
would undoubtedly have $ilenced the former. •: -.13 

General Gates previous to the action > posted 1409 Ji^flSMa?^ 
cans on the heights opposit^e the ford of Saratoga, and 20jQQiiMfak» 
re^r to prevent a retreat to Fort Edward v afterward on tb^ Mk(Q 
he posted 1500 at th^ ford higher up, Gen^ 6urgoyBe,iiavW||i 
received intelligence of H, and apprehending that Gates mean^lo^ 
turn his right, which when effected would have enciose4*Maii 
Completely resolved on an immediate retreat to Saratoga* V iBbk» 
array began to mov^ at nine 9'clock at night and the mQy^Q»eMrti| 
was made without loss ^ but the hospital with the sick and w^^i^ 
ed, was necessarily. abandoned. In this in$tance, a^ well f^jm 
everv other which occured in the course of these transac^ai^ 
Gates behaved with such attention and humanity, ta ali^o^ 
the fortune of w:ar threw into his hands, as do^s hoaot^ ta|^ 
character. The badness of' the roads, and the starving coiutiti^ 
of the cattle for want of forage, together with oneinccssentf^^ 
like a continued thunder shower from about eight in the ii^^H^ 
ing of the 9th till long after the day closed, and other dif{iWl)ilB%; 
prevented the army''& reaching Saratoga though no naore tb^K 
about six miles distant^ before night, and then worn down wjiftt 
excessive fatigue. During the rain a body of militia coMisuj^ 
their march, and got in above Gates* army, but some wajf h^ 
lovjr Foirt Edward. Gates being informed of their arrival orderelk 
them hpmediately to the fort. They arrived there th^ .^tf 
anorning early, about two or three hours before a detacluneifc 
sent oflrby Burgoyne to possess that post could get up to it. . 'Illll 
detachment finding it occupied by the Americans, xetuxii^ 
HUich dispirited/ ^ \ - ' ^ , . .>t 

When the royal artillery and army bad passed the fords^ ^m 
Fish-kill creek, a little to the northward of Saratoga on thfi^ fn^9(n 
ing of the lOth, they found a body of Americans aheady %nriYe4f 
who retired at their approach over a fordof Hudson's-River,^^ 
there joined a^reaterforce stationed to prevent the passage pjfj^ 
British. No hope remained, but that of effecting a retic^ i^^Bl 
to Fort Geprge. Artificers were sent forward to repa^ th^fe#^ 
gcs : buttliey were not Ipng departed ^rom the camp witha str«§ 
escort, when the sudden appearance of the An^ericans^.iHVfW 
opposite heights, with an apparent preparation to pass tia| JK^ 
kill, and bring on an engagenient, rendered it necfssaiy t<^.f|?* 
call the 47tli regiment, and Frazers's marksmen^ — these witn 
Mltoj^'s provincials formed the escort. 'J'hc. work^i^fd- paly 
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cittife^^ctd the repair of the first bridge> ^hen they wbrk^lba^J^ 
d^Jie4 i>y thdir pmvincial guard, who ran away and left theaiL' 
t<Ji^kift-fortheniselveS, up©n a slight attack. oCan inconsiderable 
parly -of Americans- 

On the morning of the Ilth of October, gen. Gates caHed the 
gefieri^I officers together, and informed them of hitj having receiv- 
ed t^t^rn iQteIlig^ce,:w^ich mi^tbe depended upon, that the 
mtnn body of feurgoyne's amiy was marched off for Fort Edwjird 
n^tH what they^ coMuld tate, arfd that a rear giiard only was left in 
the ifiMimp, who after a whH^ were to push off as fast as possible,^ 
luting the heavy baggage behind. On this it was concluded to 
advance and attack the camp in half an hour. The officers re^ 
pbired immediately to their respective commands. Gen. Nixotfs^ 
be«!g the eldest brigade, crossed tlie Saratoga creek, first. Un^ 
kmoWn to the Americans, Burgoyne had a line formed behind a 
p»tvei of brush wood, to support tlie post of ardllery, where tho 
tMliera n^eant, to. make: their attack. Gen. Giover whs upon ther 
ptoii^t of following Nixon. Just as he entered the water, he sa\;^, 
arBrttkh soldier mtaking across, whom he called and examined, 
Thie §oWier said he i^ad deserted,. that he belonged to the bullock: 
guard (the guard placed over the cattle) and that he was going 
ttf^the Americans. Glover asked him about Burgoyne's aiTny* 
"Kie soldier ans^yered. It is encamped tlie same as days past* 
Oterer toW him — " If you are found attempting to, deceive me^ 
y^nshatl be hung in half an hour ; but if you speak nothing but 
tl^truth, you shall be protected, and meet with good usage.'* 
He then asked him^ — '' Have not numbers been sent off to Fort; 
Edward ? j'he d<^serter replied — '^ Asnjall detachment was sen^ 
©ff a day or two agi>, but are returned on finding the passes occu- 
jftki by the American^, and the whole army is now in camp.'* 
^lorer, though the junior officer to Nixon, sent off immediateir 
to him, to desist an^ recross the creek v a^d at the same time 
iKspatched his aid^-dc^camp, with the deserter behind him on. 
h^^back to Gates ; who haying examii^d the soldier, hiirriect^' 
afeay the aid-de-camp, the adjutant general and others, to.coiinw 
reite^andthe former orders and prevent the attapk. .G^n. Nixoi^ 
^^li Glover's message retreated -, but before he had recrossed^ 
#ic'fog cleared off, and the rear of the brigi^de was galled by the 
enemy's cannon, which killed several of hi$ men. Before the or- 
ders from gen. Gates arri-ved, the British deserter's informatioa 
w^s confirmed by like intelligence from aGerman deserter.* Glo- 
ver's n^ssage was receiveji by Nixon in the critical. moment; a 
qilavtcr of an hoar later would probably have proved fatal to his 

^* GrjWfll.Glcvct'* ioform^nien given rac ;it Qori&nj March i3, 1185-* 
- whole 
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whole brigade, and given a torn to affairs in favor of lb|fc*^j^ 
army. On incidents of this kind «aay depend the rise and.^ ^ 
mighty kin^doois, and the far distant future tranrfer -of .pViMfii 
glory, and riches, of arts and sciences, from Europe to ^mfi9f%t 
Are they blind unmeaning casualties ? Or are they the 4ir4^i«fe 
brings of a Divine Being, for the egtabU^hnaent of hi&^ix^j^ai 
jHJse, by a superintending Providence^ and th^ jarring ^<l<ip^|^ 
«f mortals ? . > -^ ^^H 

. Gates after a victory acknowledged in general ord«6^^M 
vidence, but did not presume upon it> so as to neglect the.d.wMMI 
•f human prudence. Thj^he might secure att theaidvi^tfMi|^ 
the successful action on the ^tb, he applied to tbe New-Hap^ 
$hire assembly for more troops. Tbe speaker, John l^sto^^ 
esq. upon receiving the application, immediately proposeo^ib^ 
the assembly should adjourn,and that as nvany of the fneiiib^lf as 
eould, should ^t off directly as volunteers for tlie camp,, tJiUfg 
t^ith them all the men they could collect: whickAsras.a|;i|rtil:lf 
Md done by himself and others* -, . - '. .:^,.: 

In the course of the above transactionsy large 4|iuyi^tia^<«f 
baggage, provision^ boats, &o. were taken by both the ddQ|»i 
2ientals and miiita^ The latter vrere extremely eager aftet i^^ 
der; and even robbed the former> as opportunity oSeriSiJ^i^ 
wfa&t they had secured^ and made sale of it fof^ their own ^!Mi» 
tage. The irregularities in this business were so grpss^ t&atlM 
American commander, on Ibe Idth, ga/ve out in general ofteA 
<— *' The general sees so many scandalous and meaii transadiotA 
committed by persons who seek more after plunder thaatb^*^ 
nor of dbing their dutv in a becoming and soldierlike Oiiaflaal 
that be is obliged to neclare his unalterable resolution, to-hw^ 
the first person ^fao shall hereafter be detected pillaging tfae4il|f 
gage and stores taken £rom tbe enemy, tried acid pumshedrnFMI 
She utmost severity of tiie military law. Officers, who l^iisM 
their duty and have vutue to practise it, wilt not be setk^ 
plunder, when they ought to be doing their best service iir.ftA 
2^ki ; it is only the worthless and the pilfering that are do tMn 
infamous* For the future, all plunder taken ^om theeQeQqrM 
to be delivered to Ueut coL Hay^ deputy-quarter^maaergjomni 
who is to give a receipt for the same> and after three da)E|i|MJUB 
notice in general orders^ it shall be sold by auction in ti^e onrfl 
central place in the rear of the armf and the money f o;? i^ndl 
At plunder is sold, shall be prcyeriy and fairly divided^ tnmidl 
|)ersons as in the impartial judgitieni of the geoaral»' btvip.i (tJ^li 
to receive a share : whesi there i»a sum sufficient to divide Whmg 
tbe non-commissioned officers sasA soldiers pf tbe wtole aiWii 
tb^^iiaxf foe assured of such havipg their just quota.^'* 
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; It is believed, that gen. Burgoyne when upon the point of 
teffeating,^ said to major Skeen to this pui-port — *' you hav«r 
^en the occasion of getting me iato this difficulty, now advisdt 
wt6 bow to get out of i t,"-^eferring to the advice the major gavei 
i^ i?ctetlon^o the 'Benarngton ^expedition j a»d. that tl>e major 
9ii^wered — *' scatter your baggage, stotes and every thing els€^ 
Attain be spared, ,at proper distances ; and the nailitia will be s» 
f ftgaged in collecting anjAsccmnng the same, that the troops will 
have an opportunity of getting ckar off.'* I'he major certainly 
knew^he east of the militia,; a»d if milkary hont)rand other 
f&«tlia«tanees> had admitted of trying the proposed expedient,, it: 
jSti^rt lia^e ^acceded ; for tliougb gei^. Gates h^d the can ti^ 
^dlalB^ under good discipline, it would have been next to im^ 
|fi&8sij^e for hrm to have pr€veiVw64 tlije militia's- being, taken in 
Itf the hopes of immediate g^irv. 

^t But^oyne w«s at length reduced to the necessity of conform- 
jpgiRra-^^gree to the expedient. Thf£ only naeasure 'that ap-* 
^areS|KaoticaWe for tbe escape* erf" the army,; though difficult 
|pd dangerous^ was by a night oiarcl^ to gain Fort £dvrard, th# 
trooi^'^irylng their provisiona on their backs. The impo^sibil* 
ifcy^w conveying, ia tlieic presqnt situataon,, tlie artillery an4 
Citmfges, wa^ too €:vident to admit of a question.. It was pro* 
f<o$0drto force the fofds at ofc* ^afr the fott. But all hops of ef.i* 
fe^flg this manoeuvre jo^b failed, Tliie Americans who hs4 
^a-ecdered thei^ w^re too strongiy posted. Beside, they? 
ipaade a discovery, which they greatly improved* Below tl>a 
lovt, close in 'with the river^ they found ttie appearance, of ae 
pov©, with a«; insqriptioa on ^ ho^xA-r-^^^JIerc Im thsbmiTf of 
l^mmt — '^» They we^e at a loss what iti should mean-^ 
OttSe^rching, they discovered tl>re,e boats, instead of a body*--^ 
13^0Be the enemy had concealed. Having iwme of their own; 
^y by* the iielp of tl>em sent scouting parties across Uiie- riveri 
i4ich by falling into a track, a mite and ^ half beyond,.discou^ 
HKged the ^nemy '^ parties from tempting an^ escape that way— 5 
^tcootinental captain^ on fiirlough ior his health: being athanol 
^pldtbproaghriy acqidaifited with* the woods^ collected a niuubei: 
^^Bien together, and went o^ six,mileai further^ where he feU 
fc^witb another tracks ju^ in j^np^e to prevent aJarge corps of 
CttjMjiam and c^ers gpttin^ 0;S' by the some. Perceiving 
<h«m afithey advaiicedji h^ concealed his^mea till they were near 
ibo^b, and then gaye th^m a voJIey,. atteioded withtydl^i* 
•hotttft, aodothcr so^nds,^ wbicfc put* them into suchxcHifusi6«f 
^^^^l^jy fled back |p %rrgoyi|^'s, campt^with^theif opart tliat.th# 
|f®«fa^«Ee filled witJi thousaads of Americans. The certain 
WteUigenwi tlmt wa3,i«»iy«d^.thec %ti^ wporOa that* \\^r<* 
L, ; ' sj»read, * 
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spread, and the various circumstances that ^xt^sled^ 
the state and situation of tlie royal army deplorably calanii^Mtf. 
They had been obliged for some days to lie continually op<iD 
their arms. - ' 

• On the 13th, gen. Burgoyne fipding that the troops had <Md^ 
three days provision in store, on short allowance, and so appa- 
rent means of retreat remaining, called into council all tbeg^B^ 
rals, field-officers, and captains commanding corps, 'I'bere was 
not a spot of ground in the whok camp for holding tl*e coQscM 
of war, but 'what was exposed to cannon or rifle shot^V Whik 
tlie council was deliberating, an eighteen pound ball crossediihe 
table. By the unanimous advice and concurrence of thecoffii- 
cil, the general was induced to open a treaty with gen. G«tes. 
The first proposals of the latter were rejected, and tlie sixth arti- 
cle with disdain, wherein it was required that the British arm^ 
should lay down their arms in the entrenchments. Burgoync% 
counter-proposals were unanimously approved ; and being sent 
to Gates, were agreed to on the 5th, v^ithout any matcmt al- 
teration. The proposals not being signed by either party, anrf 
captain Campbell returning in the night of 1 6th to BuFgoyne, 
with the news of the reduction of Fort Montgomery and etha* 
intelligence, the general submitted it to consideration* wfaetfe«r 
k was consistent with public faith, and if so, expedient ta ikth 
pend the execution of the treaty, and trust to events. Thebpi- 
nion of different officers was asked, in regard to the conditiosW 
their respective corps, and what might be expected front them 
severally in desperate cases. Some entertained doubts of fuk 
©f the troops, if the negociation ceased ; and othersi of a greater 

{art for want of bodily strength, if desperate enterprises werfeft 
e afterward undertaken. I'he majority of the coundl (tetef- 
mined, that the public faith was bona fide plighted.* Burgoj&id^ 
from the intelligence brought in the night by Campbeif, em«»- 
tained a slight hope of remote relief, and accordingly gave^ifc 
voice' against the majority ; but the majority having determintil 
differently, the concurrence for signing the treaty was*uBa^|. 
jnous.f Gates, jealous lest the signing would be unnecesstfily 
debyed, and fearful of the consequences which might foSwii 
should gen. Vaughan, with his troops, come wp in time to^^- 
goyne's assistance, determined upon bringing the matter- td'A 
immediate issue. On the morning of the 17th,- he got ei«ljr 
tiling in readiness for attacking^the royal army. This done, te 
took out his watch, the tim^ agreed upon for signing • bckij; 
come \ sent col. Greaton, on horseback, to Btagoyne, Dsitfc k 

* Earl ol Bakarrtf in tlie booic «{ csameAiii • .^f I<k». - ^ 
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vamakmgt^ iteqditit^* their 'general to sign • .artd allowed hftn nc| 
itfofe §ian ten Tuihutes td go and return. He was back in time,' 
^Ue t-r^aty was signed : all hostile appearances ceased ; and the 
Americans marched into their lines, to thei tune of Vankee 
f>0od}e. They were kept there untilthe royal army had march-* 
#4*ptit ^f their liires; and deposited their arms at the place ap^ 
pdii^ted byt the treaty. . : *- : 

'v.'i'he delicacy, with which this business was conducted,' reflects 
tti'e4iighe6t honor, upun 'the Atnerican g6rieral. ' It intimated, 
Ihat^Se was sensiWe ofthemortificatfoir attending a reverse or 
fcitUae; and tii»t he -was uttwilfing to aggravate the painful 
-fce^gs of;theroyalHfoops,* by admitting the AAie'rican soldiery 
to iae eye-witnesses to the degf^ding spectacle of piling their arms^^ 
Hifi humanity: and 'politeness are the more praise- worthy, as- 
«janae»latfe, as-well as former crrcuittstances, had highly enraged^ 
4Bae militia. iThe ^extraordinary and severe measures pursued up- 
Hmftt^eNbrth-iRiver by the British; and td be related below, 
iQigbt abo ha^e .afibrded too much colour fbf a diffetenit mode- 

>«Wiie«'the arms was deposited agreeable to treaty, the Toyaf 
tyaop^^^ere served with bread* by the Americans, as they had 
ndthto any left norflourtomake it. They had bnly one day'a^ 

^9siM meat r^^maining. 

.4 The treaty is stiled — A convtntmz between Ikittenant-gcneral 

^Bxi^gw/nc and. major-general Gates-, The articles follow : j 

iir.The tit)ops under lieut, gen; Burgoyne, to march out of their 
jcampwwith the honors of war, and the artillery of the intfencli- 
imcQts to the verge of the river where the old fort stood, whei*e^ 
the -arms and artillery are to be left.^— The arfns to be piled bjj 
woul of command from their oyrn officers : — 2/ A free passagq 
.toine granted to the army under lieut. gen. Burgoyne to Greats 
Britain, upon-, .condition of not serving again in North-America, 
4«ring tlie present contest ; and tfie port of Boston to be a«signr 
5ed.for .the' entry of tiansports, to receive the troops, whenever^ 
gcfl., Howe* shall so order: — 3. Should any cartel take place, by; 
JWduch tlxe army undet lieut. gen. Burgoyne, or any part of it,; 
/Bay be exchanged, the foregoing article to be void, as far as/ 
411^ exchange shall be made : — 4. The army under lieut. gen. 
:&M^oyne is td march to Massachusetts- Bay, by the easiest andr- 
TfMWit eip|>e(iitiou&and convenient route ; and to be quartered in, 
jieart\or as convenient as possible to Boston, that the march of 
r.tiiftlrpQpa may:notbe:delayed'whentransports arrive to receive^ 
4llrtm^;— a, Tiior troops to be stlpplied on the march, and during* 
their being in quarters, with provisiQns,by major-genetal Gates's- 
©rder^j.atthe^sluttp raiet^f rstioti^ Ss the troops of Ws own army. i 
,)^&l^ ^. L 1 and^ 
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tB6, Tub. HISTORIC OF ts»k JJS^iKWlf^ 

aj^d if jpossibje, tbc cificcrs hordes and cattle ^ire tai)c ^ipE^i^ 
with forage at the u§ual rates ^r--6. All officers, to reton. J^i£ 
carriages, bat-hoa-ses^ and jotber cattle* and no baggage to b«ino-* 
If s^d or searched \ lieut, gen. Burgayne giving his honor, th^ 
tbe^e are no public stores contained therein. ^Majorrgen.<3iate» 
\yill of course tgkc the necessary measuies for tbe due pei^Mamii' 
ance of this artick : should any carriages be wanted duriiig^.^g 
iparch, for the transportation of officers baggage, Ihey ;^ie>^ 
possible, to be supphtd by the country at the usual ratesV^T^ 
Upon the march,, and during the time the army shall renaainia 
quarters, in- the Massachusetts-Bay, the officers are not, <a(:£ii 
a§ circumstances wiil admit, to be ^eparate^ from tbeix w^ 
'X^ officers are to h^ quartered according to their rank, aoj 
ar^ i^ot^o be hindreid fiom assembling their men for roll^caii* 
ipgs,. and other necessary purposes of regularity :-^^ All G0f|» 
whatever of lie ut gen- Burgpyne's larmy, whether competed fl| 
s^lors^ batteaux men, artificers, drivers, independent coiiyMWe% 
^d fowier^s of the army,, of whatever country, shall be In^lt^ 
ed in the fullest sense and utmost extent of the above^ aitki^ 
and comprehended in every respect as British subjects. :t»-ju ^J* 
Canadians, and persons belonging to the Canadian estabMiima^ 
consisting of sailors,, batteaujs^naen,. artificers, drivers, indep«^ 
dent companies, and many other followers of the army^. wb^ 
come under no particular 4es€ription, are4:o be permi^ed toj:e« 
turn there; they are to be conducted immediately, by the sbprU 
est route to the first British post oa Lake George, are t© be 9ij{k. 
plied with provisions in tbe^ame manner as the other troops, siA 
to be bound by the same condition of notserving during the pee? 
sent content in Korth- America : — IQ. Passports to be inunediately 
granted for three officers, not exceeding the rank of captains, 
who shall be appointed by lieut. gen. BurgoyUc, to carry jiffis. 
patches to. Sir Wm. Howe, Sir Guy Carletoiv and to G«»i^ 
Britain by the wav Of New- York ^ and major-general O^^Q&ip^ 
S^es the public faith, that these dispatches shall not be opeaeii- 
f hese officers are to set out imme<fiately after receiving- tbdf 
4)$patches> and are to travel by the sboi^est route, and ia ^ 
Qlpst expeditious manner : — JiU During the stay of the tfO«|f 
in the Massachusetts-Bay, the officers^are to be admitted ooi^ 
role, and are to be pcTmitted to wear -their side arnas r^^Ji 
Should the army under lieut. gen. Burgoyne find it necessary- 1» 
^nd for their clothing and other baggage from Canada,, they ane 
to be permitted to do it iath^ most convenient manner, aitaiMI* 
cessary passports to be granted for that purpose ;-— -1^ T^^ 
articles are ta Jbe mutusdly signed and exchange to-morwi 
^doxaiing at nine o'glock > and the troops uodpc^iit geo. &)#« 
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prrtiei ^it to m^ch out of Chelr entrenchments at' three o^clock 
in the afternoon* Camp tft Saratfoga, October 1 6, ' I77T. ^ 

- HORATIA G^:^^%, Major General ' 

To prevent any doubts that rtrfght arise froifi lieut. gen. Bar- 
^jtryiie's name not bei&g mentioned ki the aborvc treaty, tnajot- 
j^eoeraf Gates h«:eby declares, that he is understood to be com- 
l^reti^ded' in it as fully ^s if his natine had beed specifically men^ 
tioned^ - : . - - t 

^^ • HORATIA GATES, 

- . . .^ ♦ 

BifCh was the inlp^icric^ of $onfe 6f the mrRdato return homie 
l^fcyre the royal arm^y hid been brought to surrender^ and so 
fittte their concern tO' be spectators- of the event, that one of thfe 
N<Mh3rtiptoiTiegiments wenf dff'the day before the fiag catofe 
out ftonV Bfirgoyrie. Ariotheir regiment took itself away white 
thc^eaty Was ?n a^itationw But the fate of tlie* army will coif- 
fiWrt die truth of wliat iti c'Omrtander wrote to lord George Ger- 
fetainr/ **'AiJgus< thef 2dih, th^ great4)ulk of tlic countiy i« urf- 
#yubtedlf With the congress in principle and' real.'* When af- 
ttlf^the^'onvefttion the oificei^ w6ht into the American' camp, 
tlrey fwerc surprised i and some of them saidj that of ail thfc 
cijiipVthey Rad e^er seen in Germany or elsewhere, they never 
*kW any better disposed atid secured, 

"* The retm*n sighed h^ gen. Burgoyne, of the foreigners at thb 
time' of the conventmn^ amounted to 2412. * The British con-* 
tisted according to himoflOofikers present— 145 commissioir- 
ed-^the staff 26-^ergeants ^nd drummers 2^1 — rahk abd fite 
2901-^irt all 337^ : this added to the Germans^ tnakes 5791. 
The American account, to show what was the ^m total of the 
toy^al army acting in the northern department against the country, 
gpes on to reckon, the sick taken 923 — the wounded 528= — pris-^ 
oner^ of war before the convention 400— deserters 300-^iost sjt 
Bennington 1220— killed between the llth November to the 
1^8 til of October 600—-taken at Tyconderoga4l3 — killed in geil. 
Herkimer's battle about 300— making in all 4689. According to 
thi^ way of teckoning, the royal force was r048O. It was pro- 
l»d)ly full lOOOO strong, including Canadians and provincials and 
l^thisive of Indians, drivers, suttieris, &c. A^ong the priso^ 
^^aken were six members of parii^ment, ' ' 

^' The train of brasrf artillery was a fine atquisrtiott ,- it consistei 
Xff' 3 tweftty-fbur pounders— 4 twelve^-— 20^ sixes — 5 th^ees-^^ 
eight inch howitzers — 5 five and a half royal ditto — 'and S five 
5ind a half inch royal mortars— in ait, 42 pieces of ordnance.-^ 
^cre were 4647 muskets — 6000 dozen of cartridges, beside 
^hot, cax^3S6es^ cases, shells^ &c. - — 

c^ . Buvgoyne 
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.. Burgoync w^s desirous^of a general trctum pf the »rmy;ca»ii 

mapded by G^tes^t the time of tte conv^Qlion, The latter uw^ 

^erstood hiin, and was cao-eful not to lessen the return by-8i^» 

.pressing a single man. The continental^, aU ranks includei^ 

were 9093 : the roilitiaii^rinall, 13222; but;of;the fo«Bd^ 

.the sick' on furlough were 2103 ; and of the latter, 562. Tbi 

jaumher of the militia was co^^tiauallyvaryipg; aa4 ma»y df 

them w^re at a considerable distance from the camp. . ; w 

We now <?nter upon the retaliation of the measures pursued hf 

the British below Albany. You have been told what wefis'stlie 

,^ntiments_of gen. Putnam,, on the 9th,'as to their- saiUfig^ppta 

within sixteen miles of the American camp, before renwiwc* 

26:9m the neighborhood of Stillwater^ .= Sir . H. ClintoH^ hoH&* 

.ever, instead of pushing up the river, intrusted the business td 

Sir -James Wallace and gen. Vaughan. The latter Jiad undet 

Bim S60G men. Sir James commanded a flying squadron of 

light frigates, accompanied -with the- necessary appendage (^ 

Barges, batteaux and boats, for landing the troops, andaUothd^ 

movements.. By the I3th they reachedr Kingston, alias JEs^prag 

a fine, village, as. you wg^ld call it ; but on. this side the Atlfintic; 

a good town. Upon Vaughan's landing tlie troops, the-^isem 

.<^ns, being too vircaktQ make resistance^ abandoned theif jba£s 

tery of three guns, after spiking them. They left thc.tow|iii» 

mediately for their own safety, without firing from the ho«stf» 

upon tlie British. . Vaughan, however^ was told that Bux^oyne 

had actually surrendered ;* and the town was doomed, to tte 

flames. The whole was reduced to ashes, and not a house«Jeft 

standing. The American governor Clinton :wa§ a tame speeta^ 

tor of the barbarity, but only for want of a sufficient fotce tat 

attack the enemy. This seemingly revengeful dev^tation wa» 

|>roductive of a pathetic but severe letter from gen. Gates (theif 

in the height of victory) to gen. Vaughan. The latter wiA-» 

flood tide might have reached Albany in four hours : there wa^ 

no force to have hindered him. When he burnt Livingston'^ 

upper mills, had he proceeded to Albany and burnt the Aj»e|i* 

^ " can stores, Gates, as he himself has declared, must have retre^ 

ed into New-England, The royalists mayjustly remark upon tie 

occasion — " Why a delay was made of seven days after ClintonP 

had taken the forts we are ignorant of. The highland &rtr. 

were taken the 6th of October; iEsopus . was burnt the ISth'v 

JBurgoyne's convention was signed the nth. There was no ferCc 

■ '^^ 

• Mr. James Beekman, an eminent merchant belonging to Ne^..Yi^Jkit*iM|; 

>*ho quitted -Slfopus when Vaughan approached it, informed me o^ i^^^ 

, pftfticttUrfi> Sept. %^i 178 jj it hishoure in Morris cotuity>NewJ[cfrey« ' ji7 

( *■'''•''"' 'S 
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'%b ojpposeevten bpea boats on the river ; why then Sid" notthe 
it03|ts proceed immiediateJy to Albany I Had Clinton gone for^ 
-wardjBurgoyne's army had been saved. Putnam cdyld nothave 
^ossed to Albany. The army amused themselves with burning 
^fesopus, and the hoiises of individuals on the river's bank."*^ 
•^M/hile the British were manceuvreing in and about the Norths 
,mver, doing mischief to individuals, without serving their own 
cause in the least,- gen. Gates had express upon express, urging 
Jiinitosend.dowa troops to oppose the enemy. On the 14t5 
Jic wrote to governor Clinton^ *' I have ordered the command- 
ing officer .-at FortScuyler to .send Van Schaak's i^giment 
.%rkhout«delay to Albanyr—^desired brigadier-general Gansevoort^ 
^jt^Tepajr to that city, and take: the, command of all the troops 
that may assemble there — and have sent down the two jEsopu* 
Tegiments, the Tryon county militia^ and* jnost of the militia oC 
^Ibany county." But he weuld not weaken his hold of Bur* 
-goyne by any detachment of continentals from rhis own army mk 
5rfNew-Eogiand militia. The New- York state, militia, that re- 
-^leA io't^e governor to assist the. inhabitants, did as much 
:i?MSchi^f as the enemyv the burning of houses and other buildinga 
«aE0^t^3. Itistoomuch the case of all militia, that when tliey^ 
|BQiaix:h ]ta the assistance of their countrymen against a commoa 
cnciiiy they do the farmer a great deal of damage. The iaxnes*i 
-^th^il* discipline, and their unreasonable claims, of indlilgenccs 
is(Mn those whom tiiey are to protect, made them expensive 
and dis^eeable guests; 

.^ When the convention troops began their march to Boston^ 
,the A|aericans lined the hill and road on each side. They ei- 
^ected to have met witli many insults while passing -through the 
centre of them, supposed to be between 11 and 12 thousand ; 
but to iiucir great.surprise, not even the least gesture was made 
.us of by way of insult. When they had marched on, Gatcii^ 
pushed the .army, forward, with the utmost expedition, to stop 
tJie cruei career of the British up the North-River. Upon the 
^approach of the Americans VaugHan and Wallace retired to 
>lew-York. .\ 

. ' It will be some days, before the vessel for France with the 
aews of Burgoyne's fate, can sail ; which admits of my adding 
.to the present letter, destined to go by that conveyance, some 
<Khpr. matters proper foe insertion. '• 

• .'Tlie Rev. Air. Duche, formerly the chaplain of congress, 
made an attempt, by writing; on the patriotism of gen. Washing- 
ton ; nothing more need be said of the transaction than what the 

general has done, in a letter oif October the I6th, ^' l'c» Mn 

jpuche's ridiculous illiberal perforoiance 1 made a very short re- 
. yf g^thM LoyaiUiti I,crt««. 

ply 
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8TO -THEHisTomrb*^^ «• rx'jfe^^ 

p?y by rfes!riiig ftclcarer, 1/bi. Tetpiwh of Grahtm-p^lf 
she shotitd bercafter, by any accident, meet with Mr. DtidhClit 
teli him^ I sbouid have returaedl it unopened, i£ I h«L ha^l^ 
ideas of Ae contents/* ' '^ 

Sonie persons in congress have been and ate toanoeuv 
get gen. Conway promoted^ which occasioned the come 
in cUef*s writing the next day ta a confideatiai firiefld-i-i^ll 
why the youngest brigadier in the service (for I believe f*-^— 
isso)dioiild beputovertlieheacUof tbeddestJ lam 
diey will not serve under hicD» I have been a dav« to the $er«k(| 
I have undergone more than most men are aware o^ to hjttiBk 
inaesomaay discordant parU ; but it will be impossible ^3» 
/ to be of any further service, if such inoperable diffitrulties aif 
/ Arownin myway." 

Before the last yearV Massachusetts general eoOrt exfi^^ 
they passed an act to support and enfore the regufeititig ^ 
madein January, under the title of an act to'ptevent mon6[ 
and oppression. By this new act, committees were ves^ \ 
moslextraordinary powers, ** wbieh/' as the act fiays^t ^ tad asffi 
bejustifed in cases wherein the very existance of the foijiiftui^W 
is depending.'* The vanity and folly however of Mgulad^i^' 
has been so seen and felt, that they have been rep^ed ti^K 
new geninal court, wi&in these five days* 

Bostoh and Marbletiead have been under great diffictiM^ j|f 
want of flom-and Indian corn'; and must have sirred mudiiwt 
it not been for the state Importations. On "die I5tb of AiofBl^ 
there was not flour in tiic capital sufficient for the Inh^bit^]^ 
lenger than the next day, except what belohged to the st3^ 
The se»-p6rts and neighboring towns of this state liave' be^*^ 
used to receive their supplies of flour naostly by water, and P 
the places now in the hands of the British ; they are thed 
liable to be distressed hy the operations of the war, though ba^ 
ptly exempted Gcom bemg the seat of it, since the evacuation of 
Boston. 

A secret expedition Jias been carrying on against Newport, 
• without gen. Washington's having everbeen consulted uponi^ 
or knowing from whence or whom it originated. Geo, Spen- 
cer was statioaed at Providence, and of course conducted it-^ 
The states of Rhode-Island, Connecticut' and Massachusetts fur*- 
nisbed almost the whole of the troops. The militia who were 
calkd out opon the occasion, readily engaged in the service, for 
they were filled witli the expectations ot success, and the bopd 
of plunder. Every thing went on well for some tin»e, witbooC 
tt)e British troops knowing that preparations were making for 
passb|j over to Rhode-Island, and attacking them. At length 
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Ji^.h^tftwitted Jfellow, ^itliout seeing conse^juenccs, of bis own 
iic^atf carried over in his l^iJaat-to'ffie islandf a Jew, whom lie 
landed) and who was to go to Newport, and the neighboi^rhood, 
-afrd procure all the intelligence ne could and then to reium 
viitil Ua informatton to gen* Spencer.^. TIic^ Jew weot to the 
^i^±ij and acquainted them with the exp^ditIon that was going 
forward. Upon this the British immediately .t^pk proper mea*. 
surcs for their security. Gen. Spencer however^ perfected his 
P^epar^ifions. The time arid manner for carrying tive'xniiitia 
over was settled. Brigadier Palmer, who headed those frdx; the 
Massachusetts, liad his orders given him, but instead of exeb*^ 
^g them with life and spirit^ he neglected and disobeyed them. 
Mis conduct occasioned a failure of the expedition. Spencer*s 
courage 'would Have led him to have attempted carrying tlie 
ifiland, after thi5 disappointment,, and with a smaller body of 
troops thaji were originally to have been employed ; but others 
i^ould hot consent to it- Tlie employing of the Connecticut 
mititta in this service, contributed greatly to, if not wholly 
Cjajjsed that weakness in the American force stationed on the 
Nofth-River, which occasioned the loss, of the foits Montgon^e- 
xy: and Clinton. 

* ATlong letter for doct FothergiH goes by the present oppor^ 
tirtity. The writer mentions diat the Americans are deter- 
mined not to part with their independence, and proposes that 
w^e should be ^n immediate acknowledgment of it^on the part 
or Breat-Bntain, and an entering upon a commercial alliance 
with the United States, before any foreign power interferes. — • 
1^ ambers have been for some time dis?Miiisfied with the French^ 
because pf their not affording ntore speedy, open, and import- 
ant assistance. They flatter themselves that the capture of Buy- 
goyhels army will produce a change in the politics of France. 
An adoption of the above proposal will be the best expcdicnl 
for over-reaching her in any design of injuring our native, 
country. 
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Roxhuryy Jamtary 29, Itt^ 
My DEAR Sir, .' - ^-t 

THE pfiffitary operations m Pennsylvania, are to be the^^SA* 
jects of our incimediate attention. About a forfnigbt'Sit' 
t^* the German-town battle on the I9th of October the"i%jjl 
army under the command of Sir William Howe, rcm6ye<!*T» 
Philadelphia. ''^* 

Measures being concerted between the general and adriruratwr 
cleanng the Delaware of its obstructions, the former otdet^ 
batteries to be erected on the western or Pennsylvania stfofe,^a 
assist in dislodging the Americans from Mud-Island. He'^Aftk' 
detached a strong body of Hessians across the river. Who ipwife 
to march down and reduce the fort at Red-bank, whilc^ dse'sh^ 
and batteries on the* other side were to attack Mad-IsfamfcSi*' 
Count Donop commanded. the detachment, ronsisting. Sf'ihite 
battalions of grenadiers and the regiment of Mirbadc;^btf^fc, 
light-infantry and chasseurs. The Americans were aboiSP'JIfe 
hundred under col. Christopher Greene of Rhode-Island. X"f ' 
22.] When near enough, the count sent a flag and dfec 
a surrender of the fort in the most peremptory terms. Tbel 
lone] concealed the greatest part ot his men, so that the c 
iftrith the flag thought the garrison very small. Greene ans^ 
— " i shall defend the fort to the last extremity." Donop-atBME-» 
ed the intrenchments, after a sharp action carrifed an extea*'" 
outwork, not half completed ; but in the body of tbexiidi 
■which afforded a better covering, the defence was equally -V^ 
ous and far more successful. Here indeed the Americans mJ 
to risk the fate of the fort, as they would have the greater a<WRj 
tage of the assailants. The Count was mortally woundefi'dM 
taken prisoner. Several of the best ofiicers were killed ori 
bled ; and the Hessians, after a desparate engagement, ' 
pul^d. The second in comnaand being also dangerously^ 
ed, tlie detachment was brought off by lieut. col. Linsii^.** 
suffered not only in the assaultbut in the approach to andl 
from the fort by the lire of the American gallies and fl 
batteries. The whole loss was probably not less than 4 €^i 
men. Congress have since resolved to present col. GreeiiiJ^ 

^n elegent sword: The men of tvar and frigate^ destft^ft* 

attack of MadJsland,alias Fort Mifilin, were ccpiallyiiftferfL 
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Hate. The ships could not bring their fire to bear with any great 
•effect upon, the works. The extraordinary defences with which 
the free course of the river had been intercepted, had affected 
its,, bed, and altered its known and natural <:hanncl. By thhs 
mean the Augusta man of war and Merlin sloop were grounded 
so .fast, that there was no possibility of getting them off. The 
Augusta while engaged took fire, and the Merlin was hastily 
jAvacuated.' Thegreater part of the officers and-crew of the Aii- 
•gu&ta weresaved : but the -second lieutenant, chaplain, -gunner, 
^d no inconsiderable number of the cammon men perished. — 
,!^5[^twitkstanding this ill success, the- British commandet's prose- 
cuted with vigor the business of opening the navigation. 

,>Jo|: were the Americans idle ; for they left nothing undone to 

^tronghten their defences. * 

, XP^*^- 29. ]. General Washington ga:ve the fbUowing state of 

-Uis army, — ** Our whole force by the last returns is 8313 con- 

-^mentaliroops ; ^nd 2717 militia rank and file, fit for duty ; beside 

,thegaKri$on: of Mud-Island amownting to 300 continentals, of 

.^ed^bank 3^50, and a detachment of militia (on the 26th to re- 

j»lbjrce it) 300,; and the troops on the other- side of Schuylkill 

^Sbo^ naaking together 1450." Thus it appears that his whole 

[^ateength was 12480 men. Sir W. Howe's piobably amounted to 

mote than IGOOO rank and file present fit for duty. Ithad receiv- 

^' no increase worth mentioning from among the inhabitants of 

Peniisylvania.or the neighboring states, though large promises 

ha4, l>een .made (by some sanguine gentlemen who had joined 

vl^iii) that thousands of loyal subjects would repair to the royal 

i^ndai'd as soon as it should make its appearance in Pennsylva- 

,jn1^ The American commander in chief certainly supposed 

<iiat g«3- Howe's force exceeded his own in number, for, on 

the 13feh of November, he Wrote, — ^^ The •army which I havci 

binder my immediate command has not, at any one time since 

' gen..Howe'8 landing at the head of Elk, been equal in point of 

^lunahers to his. In ascertaining this, I do not confine myself to 

«ontineJital troopsl)ut compreiiend mHitia. I was left to fight two 

Ifattles, in order if possible to save Philadelphia, with les? num- 

.§ecs than composed the army of my antagonist, whilst the world 

^as given us at least double. This though mortifying in some 

j|M)ints of view I have been obfiged toencourage ; because next to 

lieing strong it is best to he thought so by the enemy, and to tWs 

^u«e principally, I thiirit i$ to be attributed the slow movement of 

i^ayifi^*' 1 he causewas difRji-^nt in the nmthern department, 

vTlM&te4he|l««&of New*York andNe w-Eugland resolving to crush 

Burgayne« ^ontimied pouring ic^ their troops till the surrender of 

hissfkroiy. Had th^samcspiritptevaded thepeoplcof Pennsyivaoia 

. "You II. Mm and 
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, wdthfetieifbboiiffg filiated^. '\S^hing6oif itiighty befem'thd^.iBtil 

' ©f bis-ktter, had Howe nearly in Uie s^me situation •wiA*ffi94 
p>ysie. ITb^ P^nfi^y W^ia mDilk wer«*sai<l to be ad»60S^%Q| 
^il>out 3P00»wa« tl^e bigl^cst Humber brought iato the fieS; - A 
tii€ estisBotion af sottie Ne^-£ngtam} gentie'lBetiy^'tke ^e^wifi 
«f that country one pjptjemely ignorant and brutish. They^idS'^ 
Hjixture of high and low Dutch, and so ciscceding U8terat*f ^^|t 
few. of^nj. can read and searige an-y can write* They ^tefti^«i* 
9ther ideas of liberty or slav^ry,^ than as it eflferfs fceit fv0peiiNr*^ 
and it is immateriaJ to them,^ whether Great-Britaift ov A^w§Mt^ 
jirevail, so th?it they may be exennpted irom paying tb^H^fitt 
portion ^f the expc^fi^esoit the warJ' Ignorance is 4lie hij^ TflMp 
licrslavery. -• ' -'.----. 

While die British were entirely octupied. in poiiesiiBg.^et^ 
H Kbiladelphia, gen. WashtngUm Sent off Ue(lt..«6L S^^ 
Smith of thp MarytendJiae, with 200 mm;, wkd ^^meWpi^ 
eeed and possess diemselves of Mud-klat^.^ By'<}uid6£i^uCTM 
he arrived with bis par^ at the lowdrv ferfyV and Wilh H^iepf^ 
threw himself into the tort, whkh. be foatid u^a wrdtetod e^mi^ 

. Ration witheat ammunition, provision or stDtes^ jpagisft ifttf %^ 
about tl^rcy mi htia. He had with him two exeilent -oSoin-^ 
artillery, to whom he assigned fifty of hds beet n^rni,* wli6'Hiii% 
trained to.the guns.. The ccHonel, with conttnod^re Ha3tfte#o«ft 
and taptain Eobinson^ a brave naval officer*, visitad^Pto^ki^tjd^ 
knd, princif^Uy under Wftler, the banks having beeacutby^4Mr#es^ 

' The colonel pointed out two dry placesi wbere Ikt etk^mj-a^ii 
erect works, the neares^aboyfe 4 or 50a y«-dij from' tJiat side^ 
the Am^ucan.WQrkswhei'e the defences weroonly pali8a4#^dife 
gim and .two we«^ btockvhotises.. With gi^at labor hfe liiMiilL 
took to- erefl a tw^ gua battery without the fort,, so aar t« m$lBC a» 
QTossfife on the spot.^ He had not. finished^ before tte^iJiWf 
to^ possessioaof the gr<mad'k6 most dreaded ; hiilkf ^mfAmt 
lected fire from the^ blockhouse baftterie^ andga!hes^«m%lii|^ 
bad a gun ready, the Americans wounded tliecommamkii^- a^ 
thejyarty delivered themselv^ up.j^risonersu^ W3uktbedi5w«f^tiNi» 
moving aaiothei pa|:ty came down irom the heights, sOid^ecitJiM^ 
major Billard with offers of sabmissipn^ tillto^aeai^td^ fM^ 
vented) repossessed themsebres of the bMteiy, ffom wbtlitt^tllMi 
annoyed the garrison very £t)uch. Many of the meii*dfi^irffeMI 
having sickened thropgbthe unhealchiness of the]ridce^tti^^JiU 
knel was reinforced by tbe lirst Virginia regira^t of -about* Id* 
snen* The enemy having got wp p^tof the cbevma^^^-^Fiieie^ 
brougb ia their shipping, ai}d made aa attadc iiJft4lbo¥e t^^kteiL 
0ae AmeiicanaquackoA of foiH? jgalliesbeliaved well^r tbe^dHBkr^ 
Vlit'^ilocf^.tb^ 4^uxuao4ox:c b«»%;^tkthe^twi» ol iiiMt^d^ 

a wig' 
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M^ioeslo UiQ strt^thie^ing of th«ir Mit«rk^dh 9ho#ei and iMgHu 
ly sciit.ub dicir Ifoats witb provbioti t^ <h^ cily, ^y thd padsagif 
0f rvvwMi MjadaA Pt^wioct lakuids^ wkik Ihe^ comttH)dmie atbst^ 

fi^jl^-bomb from tb^^o^^foy would ^6StFoy any of his galliot, 
iChcre-^auWtteee 01: four days ot uwdonliftOtt high tides, which 
Am^ned some of the British^ and hindered their working anf «f 
Illiek»gt3|as excopt ofte howitser* Tbisof^^^tu^ky o^ ahftoying 
^hj&ip. cpn^ickraUy^ was not duly in>}^oved by tli^ gkllies. On 
l^fiNidp^pj^ase of tbc tides, tbi^ BrttSsk renewed t^ii' £re with dot^^ 
W^ vig^^ aUd^^soon destroyed. tkeAntdrieaf^ Wr^ giKi battery, 
blow up the noj^h^west block-house and laboratory, and Com{i!elk 
^-^9-gArtisoivto SQ^k, covet in the fb^ -<2olon^l-Smkb( ifiter 
i^vaog defended ititotii tbo l«u^«iMt^Sdpteniber,'^U thUU M 
5^ i^<%v. «. few daysi cafacj^t^dy w$^ ^Mddd ' by 4 spoilt cannot 
#bf^« iHvi greatly bruised ^ the bricks it.thiteW- 011 Jbiof, whkk 
ii$icafiqj9^ his-rtoiovaJt to ilm ta&in, tfis^^tiguesc and dangers , 
.^^,b<N|i%«xtf^Bi«v dod he supfxN^ted'thefi&with uncommon-ps^ 
|if l|<49- an<L^ fortitvidor TJpoa his f emoc^sd-thti ^omniagd de v&lvtid- . 
|^ikl^« .col.Kt>3sei} of the Conoecoicat tino^ but^h^ bekig ex^ 
l^g^^todi witli £atigu^ and totaliy destitute of heaUh^ requested lb 
^bj^ir €alted« • Upon the J^di, the commdndet* ia c^ief signified 
ibi&^oiide^s to the con^manding general on- die |ers^y ^de, who 
4ip^cd all the military opemtiotis belo%^ Philade^ia^ ^^ to de-i* 
^^^eodMttd-IsJand at hmg.as pessiMe^ witliouti^ckrtitijcing the gar- 
^on. " ^he comioaading general for lusy perabld pe^asotis, couM 
§y^ df la^h: an t^toa in rotation* ^Mdjof -rhayeir^ of tbe Rhode« 
J4wd line^ pcesented bioaself a^vc^kmuier^ and was appointed. 
^ ^!]^iM JBieitisb. hawking -every thing ia ieadin^^, the Isis a nd So* 
-fi^aet aftf a. of* warpass<up the east^^ann^lto^taek the works 
^ |4ttd»IsiandJa'&OAt; sf veralirigait^^ draw up againstan Abm^ 
^t^iim fort, newly erected on^he lerrsey side.^tuated'soastafisii^ 
^i^ Ok^fk^i war lA^their station; ami ftwo dr[tiedl^^^eh,^he Vi«- 
^^ftty' 9» EasubuhamaiL cut down^ ii^^ bsit^i?]^ -ol^-ilO twenty* 
j^neiit f^MUidf^s on one aide^ and a hfuUc* witk ^ twency-lbur |kxw)^ 
4e9,; iiu^essfuliy iviake thew wxy Chroug^ a n»r<>w ^ti^anel on 
<|^:W9fi(^fii sidet aimattei^of th« greatest imj^^iitance, as the^e 
^^k^^€U, 'in conceit wklithe bfttteiies on ProTi^oe^^lslaRd, en- 
J^^ thQ principal wacks' on Mttd^Isknd. Olt the'cnormng of 
Kbf isth^of Nov^^iibe whote British fise-is: didpiaydd from thdr 
^i^. bakeries, and Svde shipping 4ii Im river^ Tiuf small gar- 
mf^ of WO men>^ustaia and repel the shock with astoaishing in- 
;#Apidityfa^aQ¥ewl:bo«irs> assisted l^.thr Aiiitnta(Q^allie& «d 
.'ik^ Uimfm Q9fii\p]^M^j sbdse. liy.U^ iaiddIt>o^fhfeday^iiflf 
J u^ defences 
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df/ences are levelled with the common ^»tu^y imiihe.c&coK»mti 
me^ expect each other's fete in the.midst of tramage.^ Dadtug: 
the day more than 1030 discharges o£ cannon^ from thktj^vmm 
tKi twelve-poundcrs, are made in twenty minutes, Arom >tbe>faQ(^ 
terie^ and shipping of both sides- Early Jn the evenings tDa§^ 
Thayer sends all his^garrison ashore, exoepting forty, wi& wtun: 
he remains, braving all danger^ At twelve at night, DMny-isf) 
tb«jiMlitary stores Saving been jwreviously.sent away, ■tiie-'fcai:-' 
racks are fired, when the major, and bls^few brave (xmipanloiiii^ 
quit, and cross to Red -Bank.* - ^ * * 

In this affair there were near two hundredand fifty'of thengartis** 
son killed and wounded> Threecouncils of war haid-beeffcattod' 
upon the subject of relieving fort Mifflin; and ioftbeiast, itwa*' 
concluded to attempt it, thoi^h it was believed that agenen|:> 
engagement would be the consequence -, this, howe ver»lhe Ame^^ 
ricans did not regard, the- ground being such as they wi^ied^ if; 
called to fight the enem v. The night before the < atteoq>t co^ 
be made, the fort was or necessity evacuated, ThecoBgresjj^ b^^ 
fore this event, had voted lieut. col. Smith an elegant swacAfiwsKr 
the defence he had made on the 22d of October ; 'but asitkey-koA' 
voted at the same time, the like to commodore Hazlewood,G0tac»^? 
mander of the naval force in the Delaware, he did notthiniciiMl^; 
«^f much hoijored by it, and declined the present. ' Men ofreeo^^ 
rage and judgment pronounce the comniAdore a poltroon' aiul^ 
say that if all the officers in the marine departmenthad behavejfc' 
with equal bravery to what the land officers did, the fbrtwoiriAj 
not have been taken. Several of them are reckoned to have acAdl^ 
a dastardly part. It was observed of Hazlewood,^ that tie^VMIM 
fqiod of long shot, and was.&hy ofconungto close quartets.; vTta^ 
reduction of the fort secured to the British the safe opportuiijy- 
of sending up their small craft, at tiie back of ^le isiand, ttrtl»' 
Schuylkill with provisions and stores, by day as .well as bpoigli^ « 

On the ISth, jat. night, lord CornwaUis marched with a ccMi^^ 
derable force, and the n^xt day crossed the Delaware, imb^iwar^- 
to Red-Bank, which the Aonmcans al^ndoned, leaving, behindr* 
th£^ their artillery^ 4nd a constderahle quantity of £:annon-'bi^' 
Some (:ojitinentai generals were appointed to give their optniiSlt^ 
upon the, spot to col. Greene. They favored an evacuatioay ami^^ 
wished that he would join them.^ He answered, ^ I shall foHo*i*^ 
your direction,, either to evacuate or defend thefoit^'. Iksoiiei 
what we have done when the works were not half compJatcdia 
Kow they are fini$hfid» aikd I am not a&sdd^'' But the dire^ica; ' 

, . . - . . ,--r>n*sff 

f See Jam« M* V»niDm% letter of Atigf. «, tffl6t fir t«^ ftdvideiice^S W 
teUfjvho WIS ike c«MMaitoggBicralat& tile Jtif^ii^ > — .-^ ^qodtf 
. . - ' wa» 
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TfliiCJUnJcc. The niarquis^de la^Fa^yette accon^vpaiweil gen. Greene 
i«lo Jersey, though his wound was not yet healed ; arid on the 
^^S^oiNor. with oniy a handful of riflemen and militia, attack-t 
ed Vaparty. of Hessians- and British grenadiers, which he oMigcd 
t^fJiJBtEeat- After this congress resolved that he should take the 
ci>»)niandx)f a division in the arm^y.. ^ • * 

^ Xhe AmeTican sliipping having now lost aH protection, ie've* 
T^l of tlie galiies anddther arined v^gsselSj took the advantage of 
a favorable night, kept close in with the J&rsey *sl>ore, passed the 
batteries of Philadelphia, and escaped to placesof security high-^ 
et up* .The reraarining seventeen findii>g an escape impracticable, ' 
w^are abandoned by the. crews and iired. • The British howeve^ 
confessed, thar the long and unexpected opposition which they 
xeceived horn Red-bank and- Mud-island, broke ki upon theiit 
pi«iV& fe-tjiie remainder of the campadgn. 

cjlA dfitachnaent from the. novthein army, of some of the New- 
Engfand brigades,, was ord^i^ dowmto join the American com-i 
Header in chief. Whenarrived atFisly-kill, a number of the 
Tte*-Bamp^ire troops, tb the amount of neaF-200i mutinied at 
the barracks on the .evening of November the 4th, paraded with 
tl^k arms, and began to march off in order. The exertion^ of 
the officers. suppressed tliciii, but capt. Bcal was shbt and mor- 
ta^y woHnded; he killed however^ the soldier that shot him. 
*£be ciy wasj *' We have, no money, nor breeches, and will not 
cjass the river till we have received these articl^s.-'v It was fear- 
ei that soi»e. officers were at the bottom of the mutiny. As it 
wa&. soon quelled without infecting the other troops, the whole 
marched on, till, they joined gen. Washington ; who being thuil 
jMfarced, advanced ta White Marsh, within 14 miles of Phi-» 
ladclphia, and encamped in a strong position. Sir Wl Howe, 
hcqi^ug that he meant to hazard a battle for the recovery of Phila- 
delphia, or that some part of his camp was vulnerable, and would 
adwtof a successful impression, marched the army from^theci* 
tytpnithc night of the 4th of December.- The day beftre^ geft/ 
Qreen^gave this distressing picture of tlie American army to the*' 
c^fO^anderin chief — — r-" One half of our troops are without? 
bteecl;,es, shoes and stockings ; and^ome thousands without blan-' 
kds. . Last winter's campaign wiil-confirm this truth, that-un-" 
Jets men are well clothed, they -must fall a sacrifice to the se^-^ 
nty of the weadier, when exposed to the hardships of a winter's 
campaign-' . Howe's AiMher proceedings take in W^shington'^ 
words, written on the IGth — ** I had reason to expect Howe wasr 
ptifp^ing to give us a general action. On Friday morning his 
troops appeared. «a Chesftu^hili> at night-they changed thent"^ 
tA.. . ground. 
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frouih!* Ofll Sunday Jftqm every app^iattce Ifeere^^ 

CO apprehend an actipm About sun-set, after various msq^f| 
and counter-marches, they halted, ani still supposed th^ «^4# 
^tt^ck us in the night, or e^ly the next> fnorning^.buk in 4nP ^ 
was mistaken. On Monday afternoon tliey ^d cC a94^iM$^ 
ed toward Philadelphia* Their Jo^ in sknrmi^bing visisuffi^gi 
considerable. I sincerely wish they h^imade aaattack, tbi^i$t 
gue would in all probability . have >eea Jwppy for.i^^, riftoii^ 
forbad o^r quitting our posts to attack them.f ' .-_ ;i:^/^j 

[Dec. 11.] The American army marched friSna.Wbate >^^glk 
to Swecd's-ford* The want of clothing was so extreme thgytjgi^ 
Washington was under the absolute aecessij^y of granting waf|ai|{P 
to different officers to impress what the holders .would .A^M^Hi^ 
lingly part with, agreeable to tlie powers with which c^gogyg^ 
had mvested km. jHe lemov^d with the4roop8s.9a ^e. li^^ 
to Valley-for^e where they butted ^yboutsucteem nE^kt-^^Si^ 
Fhiladelphia. When, the mode of hnttinff wa& first firnprpiji 
^ome treated &e idea a$ ridiculQus^ fevir mought it pcfietkaibsjEl^ 
and all were surprised at Uic facility with which it ygai^g icyiytei ^ 
It was certainly a, eon^ideriible ecertion for the res^a^A ^^^ 
army, exhausted and worn down, by the « verily Qfaiwj^.^qj 
rather unsuccessful, campaign, to M dowaii^ a wq(h1, ai^^^ 
letter end of December to begin to build them hgts*. Thsspg^ 
the Want of shoe^ and stockings, and tbeh^4 frozen gKKua4,f«)| 
might have tracked the army from White Marsh tq X%lhBf4f^^ 
fcy the blood qf their feet,* The taking of thisi poskiim .iqi^ 
liighly requisitie Had Ibe 9rmy retired, to the tow2i&.ia 4a^4C^ 
terior parts ofthe state, a ia^e tr^ct of fertile country woiiht hU 
&een exposed to ravage and ruin ; and they must^iayedistEe^al 
In a peculiar n]ianaer the virtuous citizens from PhiiacbJf^% 
who had. fled thitjber for refijigc. . . . ^^- 

Sir W. Howe has plainly the advant^ of the Ansericaag;^ 
oerai^ but nothing to boast of ; for all the fruits derived from Jjfpp 
various nianoeuvrings and engagements, from the begioaiii§»lt 
the close of the campaign^ amount to little beside gpod wifii^ 
quarters (w his array in Philadelphia, while the troops posfe^p^ 
more of the adjacent country than what their arnos iiaa»e4i^|||| 
commands Certain persons indeed are pornakted ta c^^j^g^g^ 
visions into tlie city ; that so upon their return the y majf^fi^p^ 
the Americans \yith intelligence. These must ^ubnait IP^S|iJWf 
little for such purposes, though in the utnK)st want thcinse^(Bi 
^t one time the army remained quiet foe fottr dfty^ toge|hen»^ 
<>ut bread ; on the fifth two raiments reib$e4^ la,di> diit|E 4^^^ 

* General Waiklngtba'menHo^cd if to m^, ytlum it ^U tabic i Jfaae $, t)0$, 

the 
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'■ft? iftfiourft ; but thcptu3€ii:ce arid^utsuasidn of the Gommandc^ 
ittr-cinef restored order* To a simiiaf event there was probably 
i^h tfihsion, in the following extract from his letter of the 23d— 
*^Thi$ brought fowrth tht only conmiis^aryin'thepurchasing line 
m tK^tan-rp, and with hitBthi* melancholy alarming truth, that he 
l^ftot asinglehoof of any kindto slaughter, and not more thaa 
t%dnty-five barrels of flour, and could nottcRwhen to expect a- 
Mf . The present c6i?nmissa,nes are by no me^ns equal to the ex- 
eci^io^of the office, or the disaffection of the people is past aU 
feif^f: The change in that department took place contrary to my 
jtodgment, and the consequences thereof were predicted. No mai? 
^eirer had his measures more impeded than I have, by every de- 
pAtlmelit of the aiiny. Since the month of July we have had ny- 
aiisistance from the quarter-master-geBeral,.and to want of assist-^ 
<«foe« ffonn this depajtmcht the commissary-general charges geat: 
^iitof his deficiency. We have by a field return this day, no les^ 
«aft' ^98^ rticn in camp mifit for duty, because they are, bare- 
^bot and otherwise naked* ©uf v^ole strength in continental 
iirWp^-{Jhduding the eastern brigades, which have joined ui 
H^ee tbe ^rrender of Bwrgoyne) exclusive of the MaryhvA 
i^<a^f»'^nt to Wihnington, is no more tlian ^200 in camp fit 
tbf^Jivkyl Since the.tourth< our number fit through hardships^ 
i^aiticularJy on account of blankets (numbers have been, and^ 
#tJH are obSged to sit up all night by fires, instead of taking- 
%dmfortable rest in a common way). haVe decreabcd near twci^ 
-tfetrusand men.— Upon the ground of safety and policy, I am o-^ 
iHigerf to conceal the true state of the army from public vievvv 
iaid thereby expose myself to detraction and calumny. — Therein* 
l» ihxicfh to be done in preparing for a campaign, as, in the activer 
yattof it," Gen. Miimn in a letter of October the eighth, had 
represented to congress, ^hat his health was so "much impaired,. 
OM the probability of ^a rec6very so distant, that he thought it 
%rs dlity to return to them their commissions to him of major 
]geit€ral and quarter-master-general. While the army was suf-' 
fekig as above related for want of shoes ,<^c. hogsheads of shoc.v 
ilbckiDgs and clothing, wete at different places, upon the* 
t^ss^andin the woods, lying and perishing, for want of tear*;s, 
aildfproper management, and money to pay the teamsters. 
--*'Notliing^great has happened iatiie neighbourhood of New^ 
STbt^i since the return of the troops under general Yaughan 
feom their cxpcditioft up the Nortii-River ; but k njay not dis- 

? lease you to read the foUowini^ particulars. On the iSth of 
IoWmbfer,gen. Tryon sent about one hundred men under capt. 
Slmmerick to bum some bouses, on Phihp's manof, within «- 
*"'■'•'■•• ' • ' bout 
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knit four railed of geii. Parsons' gaard& Thfy cflfected ^jlifli 
circumstance? of b^baiity, stripping the clothing oiF the ^SSacHt 
and children and turning them almost naked into the s tt^ c ^lif 
a most severely cold night. The men were made pfisoiiei^s; Sti^ 
led with halters about their necks, with no other ckrthesfil^ 
then: shiits and breeches in triumph to the* British !i«es;-.^ir 
few days after Parsons wrote to-Tryon upon the occarfonpfeK 
postulating with him upon the* business, and told \\im^ ThifliB 
could destroy the houses anci buiidingsof col. Philips "auid t\^^ 
belonging to the Delancey family, each as near their Jihfcs aSTwi? 
building destroyed were to his guards ; that notwithstaridtnil^ 
their vigilence, the destruction could not be pi'evented -ah(f tJK 
it was not fear or want of opportunity, but a sense of the ^tn^fi^ 
tice and savageness of such aline of conduct, that had hitherf? 
saved tlie buildings. Tryon answered from K-ingsbridge ^-tiK 
l?3d, and said among other .things, ** Sir, could I possibly cjmj 
ceive myself accountable to any revolted subjects of the' liSf>|C^ 
Great-Britain, I might answer ybiir letter of yesterday re^p^3 
fng the conduct of capt. Em mcrick's party upon the t^ki^ ^ 
Peter and Cornelius Vantassel. As much as I abbw^rtOTt 

!)rinciple of inhumanity or ungenerous conduct,.! shduH,'Wi3JSrr 
n more authority, burn every committee-man's house V ** 
my reach, as I deem them the wicked instruments of tbecb 



pd calamities of this country ; and in order the^sooner to pti}^ 
the colony of them,. I am willing to give twenty silver 'd6UMI 
for every acting committee-mao who shall be delivered op ttpb^ 
king's troops.'* Tlie stinging repartee made to this better 
contained in an expedition undertaken immediately 
Greenwich, about three miles from New- York, where a 9] 
party arrived in the evening, advanced to Mr. Ofiveri>ela 
liouse secured the sentry, dismissed a few ladies' in 
though rather hastily, made a few men prisoners, burat 
house, occasioned the .firing of the alarm guns in Neww^SfrtE 
then crossed the river and g(^t safe ofF. - ^■•^ 

- New-York reminds me of the American prisoners conf 
that city, and Philadelphia. In^the course of letters tliat 
between generals Howe and Washington, the former ^Hi 
the cases of royal prisoners of war being injuriously and ui 
fiably loaded with irons. The latter, in one of Noveaj' 
1 4th, says — " If there is a single instance of a prisoner'of ^' 
being in irons, I am ignorant of it, nor can I find^on 
minute inquiry, that there is the least foundatiton for the 
I wish you to particularize the cases you allude to, that 
be had, if the complaints are well-founded. No# wc, 
fee; sp^ject* of grievances, I ain constrained ^0 ^b!ferVe 
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^^|9^e a variety, of accoarits, Dot only from prisoners who hava 

fjide their escape^ but from persons who have left Philadelphia^ 
at our private soldiers in your hands, are treated in a raannec 
ocking to humanity, and that manyofthem must have perished 
.flijoughTiungerhad it not been for the charitable contributions of 
'the inlialiitants. Itis added in aggravation, that this treatmentis to 
o^iige them to inlist in the corps you are raisi.ng* I must ako re-? 
ippnstr^te^ainst the cruel treatment and confinement of our offi^ 
^cers. T-his I am informed is not only the case of those* i n Phila- 
'd^JphiaTjut of many in New- York. Many of the cruelties exer-. 
I^ejd ,tovy^ai'd prisoners are said to proceed fr<jm inhumanity, of 
Kui- Cunningham, provost maishall, wifhout.your knowledge oxt 
^pprofaatiork I transmit the Repositions of two persons of reputati-^ 
gfi who are come from Philadelphia, respectlngthe treatment they 
received. I will not comment upon the subject Itis too pain- 
Il^U" Jiowe particularized by saying—** Major Stockdon, and o- 
tlxei: officers , of the New-Jei*sey volunteers, were put in irons afc 
j^ringeton. The major, and captain of that regiment were ^iiarcb* 

fgut of that place, under guard and hand-cuffed together.'* 
a^hington rejoined — '* When major Stockdon was first cap- 
^re4».I believe that he and one or two officers taken with him* 
Ijjjflf^cd tlie treatment which you mention. This was without 
luy privity or consent ; as soon as I was apprised of it, relief was 
wdered. — But surely this event, which happened so Jong^ ago> 
•jf^ll not authorise the charges in your letter of the 6th." 
^ On the 10th of Deceniber, all the American oflacers were re^ 
iiaved from the ships back to Long-Island, from whence they 
^ad been taken and carried on board. Thq inhabitants received 
|l|em in again, upon Mr. Lewis Pintard's engaging to pay for 
^eiij at the rate of two hard dollars per week. There was 25Q . 
of them. He acted for Mr. Boudinot. Had he not engaged^ 
their former board pot having been paid for, they would have 
bf en returned to the ships. All the privates there have been 
.tlothed by hin^. He observed, when informing his principal of 
tj^tese particulars — ** The privates should have a little fresh beef, 
€specialiy the convalescents, who on leaving- the hospitals are 
JtUt to. salt meat, and relapse immediately ; thp consequence of 
wluxjji isjg they are dying very .fast. I advise sending in weeklj^ 
4jfi^^tity of fresh provision for their consumption." 
t^j^yrh^ bo^jd of war had a conference witli Mr. Boudinot^ the 
cpairaissary general of prisoners, at York-town on the 2 1st o£ 
•jjeceinfeer, and after having carefully exammed tlie evidences 
Ji^uc^by him, agreed upon reporting, beside other maitei-3 
.•3^**^Xhatlhera are about 900 privates, and. 300 officers in thq 
^^"~* pf Ne.w*J9rk» and about 500 privates and 50 officers ja 
'- it - -^ '- - ^ti'' rhiladel^ ^ 
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fiAMtl^hik <— That the priWtes in Ncw^Yb* liave ifim 
crowded .all summer msugar-hcwasesi aod th^ officers lM>arinl tm 
J^ong-Islahd, except about SO, who have been xon&n€<A i^ibn 
t>rovt)st guard and in the thost loathsome )ails:-i^Thtat -simrc lb« 
Icginninjg of October all these prisonexs, ixofe officers .aiiti Ml 
♦ates, have been confined in prison-ships, ortheprovo^r-^^-ritt^ 
the privates in Philadelphia have- been kept in two public jiAl^ 
find the officers in th€ state^iouse :• — ^Tbat, froin the best cidb 
dence which the ti^tute of thigr subject will admit of, thcjgertDil 
allowance of J)risoners at most does not -exceed "ftmr cnji»ea%i# 
ineat, and as much bread (often so damaged asnoft td br.it^^i|§ 
per day, and often much Jess, though the prrf^ssed aUo#^iinori| 
from eight to ten ounces : — ^That it has been a comi^on4)t3C{SD& 
%n*th the eneniy„ on a prisonieT's- beitrg first captured^ tokxitf^ 
him three, four, or even five days witliout ^ morsel of pror^tqiil 
of any kind, and then to tempt him to inlist to saw his lilfe.^j 
That there are nmh«ous instances ofprisonersof warpeijsh^ 
in all the agonies of hunger from their severe treatiftcfft >.^1 
feeing generally stript oF what clothes they h:ave whtn tai 
they have sufFefed greatly for the want thereof duiiag ^ici| 
eonfinement.** This ilUtieatmentof the American pri^Q|QJ^||| 
though it shortens the lives of -numbers,' tends only to^l^^j^Nl 
fee war, by irritating^thc people at large ,.umong whom it i$^uidi|^ 
ly-repoited. '.:f 

Let us novir quit the military for ttie civil dt^partment,. t!lQ|(|jp 
%ith respect to dates we must be retrogrades , 1 ^ 

On Wednesday, October the 29th, Mr. Prestdetit fl^u^jgdl 
elosedthe business of the morning by takyig leave of congfi^i 
^ the following speech—^" Gentlemen, Friday last cotnphM^ 
two years and live months since you did me the honor of cigtUt 
ing me to fill this ehair. • As I could never flatter iuysejf ji^ 
choice proceeded from any idea of my abilities, but ratj'^eir 9i||^ 
B partial opinion of my attachment to the liber,ties of Atnei ^ 
•felt my self under the strongest obligations to tHschar^ the i 
of the office,- and I accepted tlie appdntmertt with the fi 
resolution to go through the business annexed to k intbe^ 
irianner I was able.^ Every argument conspired to m-dke i^e'S 
€rt myself, and I endeavored by industry and attention taw 
up for every other deficiency.. As to my condect botti m^ i 
out of congress in the execution of your business, it is itam 
for me to say any thing. You' are the best judges. But It 
1 shall be forgiven, if I say I iiave sparedno pains, expeocf^l^ 
labour, to gratify your wishes, atid to accomplish Ae viewM 
congress.— My heiiith being much impaired, I fiod,somi&.]d 
lax£tk)n absolutely necessary> after such constant applba^n^ 
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SQust tbewfore rcque^ your indulgjenc^ fqr leave of absence £05 
tj?w months. But I cannot take n^j dcpjirtur^ gPlf^tlein^n, \vitbf 
^t ei^rcsfiiftg my thanks for the civility ^mi poli^hqssL \ h^y^ 
<xperiefic8<l from you* It is inaposijibte t^^ mfintioa il\h Without 
a heart felt pleasure. :n - i f iD.thecqi,u:s^ of so long a period; as | 
hsiSFC had die lionor to fill .this chaifv any e^pf es^ioo^ ii^y hay^ 
dropped from rae that piay h^ve. givcii the l^^st <^?f*ce to/^^i^y 
^etemberi as it \«ras not intentran^l, ~sq.X ^Qp^ jtiu 9^d<^r wii| 
g^ss it over.. May every happuj/ess^ g?ni|cnie^y ^qq^id you^ bot^ 
^ ir^embers of this^.hous^aml as incfiyiiju^S -^ s^ni t pti^y. J^jea- 

Jen^. that unaninaity and per^everancf iT^ia)r go h^i?d ip lia^id i^ 
lii$houyef s^ndthft cx^ry tWng whicVfiv^^ ^^od-^ 4^^)^^t 9f 
^inde yourcounci^sf, ^y be Sir ever)btani$bed." * - - ^ 
'The jcoogrpss iivthe^t^'riigoi^ ^* That die :^?ci:§;t^I 

Wait on the president^ an^ peque^t him to fLirnj.sb tli^ house wjifi 
H. copy of the* speeqh. W4|h wMfsh-*' " ^ ' leivp 0$ congress* 'f 
^heB the secretary laid it pefcjr^ ^ Jffi<^?y following 

©fle pf the New-Yprk. 'dele^^eii li ai> answer, Jig ha4 

J^ep^r^d^ Wiiich breathed too ^^ gi^^jf^ ^?r^j|ity> 

^gpoi^j&ssedtoo small a. portion. o£ repubjdeap^ inijepeiidpncy, 
^d. \?«;as tber/^fore. rejected,*. JBift it Was' oioy^tj, *' That thf 
iJiiaidc^ of congressc^ presentei to Ji>bn H^ncpck? e3^; for thf 
Vfit^^itted atteptipiiaad steady ipp^ti^lity whiciihe ha$ rna;ni|> 
lasted ia discharge of t^ as president^ 

since his ekctioatoth'e chair^on the 24ih i^ay of May,.. 1775.'? 
fcevious ix^ th^ detei^ihatlofL of thiV«. raotion, it was move4 
♦;^to resolye^ as the. opinioiv of congre3S> that it is itnproper tji 
^ank any president for the discharge, of tlie. duties of that ofl 
fice/* ' The South-Carolina delegates being divided^ end thf 
5«IeWyJ^ersey delegare not vpting, the states were equally divided, 
four and four* The question being put on the first piotipn,,an4 
Ihese delegates voting, ia the afi^ajaative^i^ was accordingly ca*r 
^ied^ six against four*. . 

When Mr^ Hancock; was first elected, in coasequcncp of Ma. 
'jPeytpa Rapdolph's being under a necessity of returning to Vir*- 
%tnia, it was expected that as soon as tUe l^tjter repaifed'again t^ 
'^iS^hgress, the former would resig/i. Of this he. was reminded 
'^Y one of his Massachusetts breLhren, when l^r: Randolph got 
^tjck; hut the charms of presidency ma^dehiaidfeaf to the private 
^advice of his colleague, and no one could with pjropriety n^ovf 
^r his removal ^hat the other, might be restoi^d^ Iq the eariy 
•istage of his presidency, he ac ted. upon republican pi'iuciples^ h\xp 
"^afterwardheinclincdto the aristocracy of the New-York deie- 
•gatcs, connected himself v\ith tliem, and became their favorite. 
->le at length fell in so fully wittx thpif plajiSj thart a ^hode-Island 
* ♦ ' ' " ^ ' ' ■ dekgate 
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dd^ate lectured him upon it, and lold him that he had fei^d^ 
ten the errand on which he was sent to congress, .and adviaitf 
^m to return to his constituents. ThiS versatility in poftas^ 
sentiments, though it chagrined, did not surprise his Nfassadiiji- 
ietts brethren ; for they remembered, that at a certain p nirt 
h^ was upon the point of joining the tory club at Bostotx ^wit 
*(ras called) whereby he alarmed the liberty paity raostamaaiii|^' 
Ivj and obliged tlicm to exert all then* influence torprcT«i^« 
iJangerous and mortifying an event. I 

In the chair he so acquitted himself, that a member 6£-*0oa& 
^ess wrote in May, when it was thought he would retunr^-^B' 
the Massachusetts — "This letter will go by president Haacoci^ 
4ov whose absence from congress I am much concerned, tin^igtt 
his great fatigue and long attendance entitle him to some telsa^ 
ation. How we shall do without him I know not, for ^rfchawfe 
iiever yet put in a chairman on a committee of the whole house^ 
that could in any measure fill his place. He has not only d^ 
iiity and impartiality, which are tlie great requisites of apreskc 
dent of such a body,^ but has an alertness, attention and readw 
♦less to conceive of any motion and its tendency, and of. eVerjr 
alteration proposed in the course of debate, which grcatif tcndtf 
to facilitate and expedite business." The chair is knorcs^td-tas 
his fort. As chairman of a committee, or any other bocfy/llfe' 
%>resid€s with much advantage to himself ; but ithasi>eeit aiitf 
is observed, that the number at the head of whom he is, whether 
iriany or few, makes a wide difference in him ; when* great* Hte 
appears to be in his own eleiKent, and is all animation ; if jsifittll 
4t is otherwise. This is common to public cbaracteis, especift^ 
iy whete there is a fondness for popularity. Tj.ri 

[Nov. 1 .] *' Congress' proceeded to the electioit of •at.^fMt' 
^nt ; and the ballots being taken the honorable Hemy Lament 
Was elected." He is a South-Carolina delegate, a gentlciSm 
of a large estate, and of an approved character. He ws^iik 
England when the troubles were coming forward, ' ^d updl^ 
learning the intentions of ministry, returned with a ^eo ^^kgf- 
mination to risk all in the cause of his country and lib^f|y: *€ie% 
Washington has pointed out to him gen. Grce«e> as- ijie iboH 
suitable person in his judgment, to succeed in the chief ^amaiuli 
of the American army> m case he himself should be tafe^ off 
by death or in any other way. • «i? 

[Nov. 3.] Colonel Wilkinson, who brought the dispa^dn^ 
from gen. Gates, attended and delivered a message fromfaimifr 
congress, in the following words, " I have it in charge from msgjwr 
gen. Gates, to represent to the honorable congress, tJhatlieut. gq|. 
#»goyae, ^t the time he capitulated, was strongly eoti|ei3cbi^ 
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<Jn n fbhnidable post with twelve days provision : thai the reW 
**iictiba of fortMontgonieiy and the enemy's consequent p»o^ 
gress up the Hudson^-River endangered our arsenal at AlhaliyV 
arfcflcctroti -which ieft gent Gates no time to contest thecapitu* 
;'lation. with lieut. gen. Burgbyne, but induced the necessity of 
iaaiediately closing with his proposals, hazarding a.disadvanta* 
-gjBons attajcic, or retiring from his position for the security of oin| 
Magazine; this delicate situation abridged our conquers, and 
procured lieut. gen. Burgoyne the terms he enjoys. Had oar 
-attack^been carried against lieut. gen. Burgoyne the dismember- 
^iiafitt)f our army must necessarily have been sush as* would 
Jiiave incapacitated it . from further action. With an army in 
litcaltfe, vigor and spitits, major gen. Gates now waits the con^ 
mands of the honorable congress.'* Beside thanking Gate% 
Xincoln, ArnoW, and the rest of the officers and tix>ops under 
his command the congress resolved the next day, that a mcdat 
of ^old should be struck' in -commemoration of the convention, 
and in the.nameofthe United States presented by the president 
•fo major gen. Gatei. 

7 -('Nov. T.] Congress resolved. That major g^n. Mifflin*$ 
i^signatton of' the offite of quarter-master-general be accepted^ 
-feut that his rank and commission of major general be continued 
to him, without the pay annexed to that office, until further or*- 
'^der.of congress.' ■ In October they resolved, " That a board of 
war b^ established, to consist of three persons not members of 
congress." Tiiey now took up that business and proceeded t^ 
'tbe election of the board, when major gen. Mifflin, col. Timothy 
J&ickering and col. Bobert H. Harrison were elected. A fort- 
night after,in consequenceof a conference between some of tlic 
.jiiembers and Mifflin,' they resolved, "That two additionaj com- 
^mosioncrs be appointed to execute the department of the war 
.^trfficc ;" and Harrison declining to serve, they on the 27th pro- 
;cecdcdtothe election of three commissioners, when major geo* 
•Gates, Joseph Trumbull, and Richard Peters, esq'rs. were electa 
*cd ; it was then resolved, '* That major gen. Gates be appointed 
president of the board oif war.*' Gates was to retain his rank ai 
mwgor generalin the army, and to officiate at the board or in the 
Eiiehhas occasion might require. 

.'. Tte great business of the CONFEDERATION calls for our 
next attention. It was on the 1 1th of June, me, that is was 
.^resolved to appoint a committee to prepare and digesp the form 
^nof one. By the ^ 12th of July they brought in a draught, which 
".-was itsad' and ordered to be printed for the consideration of con- 
gress alojie ; an^ no-member was to furnish any person with 
diia cppy, or take any ajeps by . which the said confedraikm 
f, ' ' might 
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Blight be rc-printerf^ After having beeu before congress lun^ 
ittd thirty times, on different days j a copy of die cohfedCTafioi* 
being made out^ and sundry amendments made in the dfotioif;^ 
Vrithout altering the sense» the same was agreed to on the f ftK 
of last November^ and is a& follows ; 

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION ANI> PERPETTJAIi 

UNION between the states of jfJew-Hampshire, Massacbtifi 

setts-bay, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations^ Coai 

nccticut; Ncw-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania^ Delaware! 

Maryl^nd^ Virginia^ North-CatoUna^ South^QaroUnia aii# 

Georgia* - 

Article 1. The stile of this confe4era€y shall b« *' Z%< Unid^ 

States of America,** / '\ 

Article 2. Each state retains its sovereignty^ frcedoBr M^ 

independence, and everjr power, jurisdiction and right,- whicli 

IS riot by this confederatioa expressly delegated to the tF^itc^ 

State in congress assembled. "'[ 

Article 3.. The said 8tat<es hereby severalty cdter intaafi^ 

league of friendship with each other*, for their corotoon ^ci- 

fence, the security of their liberties and their mu^^ ^i| 

general welfare : binding themselves to assist each other ^!^^ 

all force offered to, or attacks made upon them or any bf^^^ 

on account of religion, sovereignty, trade^ w anyothetfptcr 

fence whatever, ^ ^ 

Article 4. The better to secure an4 perpetuate njutnal friettJ| 

ship and intercourse among the people of the di^rjent statei i^ 

this union, the free iahabitants of each of these states (paupeM. 

vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted) shall be cntitil^ 

to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in thf^ sicyerajj 

states, and the people of each state shall have free ingress and n% 

gress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein alfthf 

privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the sameiduuesira^ 

positions a^id restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively^ 

iprovided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to piSj 

•vent the removal of property imported into any state to any <jr 

tber state, of which the ownei^ is an inhabitant y provided s^ 

that i>o imposition, duties or restriction^ shall ^ laidbiyiif 

^tate on the property of the United States or either of them. 

If any person guilty of or charged witli treason^r feloE^ 
other high misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from justtee sa 
ht found in any of the United States, he shall upon demaniF^ 
the governor or executive power of the ^tate Ttisim whicli;! 
|led, be delivered up and arepgved to tjstQ state Ijating jurisdi^ 
tion of his offence. 

• ■ "-• '■■"•' ^' ^0^ 



Digitized 



byGoogle^^ 



j». J9. 171I.T AMERICAN REVOLUTION. i§f 

iPull faith and credit shall be given lii each of these states to the 
Records, act$and judicial proceedings of the courts and magis;^ 
Urates ^f every other state. 

Articles^ Fortlie more convenie nt management of the' gener4 
interests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appoint- 
«l'in such manner as the legislature of each state shall direct, to 
Qieet in congress on the first Monday in November, in every 
year, with a power reserved to each state to recal its delegates 
w any of them> at any time witliin the year, and to send othets 
^ their stead, for the remainder of the year^ 

No state shall be represented in congress by less than two nor 
by inore than seven members ; and no person shall be capable of 
feeing a delegate for more than three years in any tenti of six 
years ;.^ nor shall aoy, person being a delegate, be Capable olf 
tkolding any office under the United States, for wiiich he or any 
'pther for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of 
any kind. 

' Each state shall maintain its own delegates in any meeting of 
the states, and while they act as members of the committee of 
^c states. - * 

^ In determining questions in the United States in congress as«f 
l^ic^led, each state shall have one vote. . * 

"Freedom of speech and debate in cowgress shall Act be imC 
jpeached or questioned in any court or place out of congress ^ 
and the members of congress shall be protected iu their persons 
from arrests and imprisonments, during tlie time of their going to 
and from and attenoaiice on congress, except for treason, felony 
]pc breach of the peace. 

Article 6. No state, without thie consent of the tJnited States 
In congress assembled, Miall send any.embassy to, or receive any 
fcmbassy from, or enter into any conference, agreemient, alliance 
or treaty with any king, prince or state ;. nor shall any perspn hold- 
ing any office of profit or trust under the United States, or any of 
them, accept of any present, emolument, office or title of anjr 
kind whatev^er from any king, prince or foreign state ; nor shaft 
the United States in congress assembled, or any of tliem,. granX 
^nv title of nobility. 

^o two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederal* 
tion or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of 
the United States in congress assembled, specifying accurately 
file purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and hovf 
long it shall continue. 

^ J^o state §hall lay any in»posts or duties, which may interfetfe 
^th any stipulations in treaties entered iiito by the United States 
U£pi)^ress assembled witk any idng, prince or state^ in pursO* 

aoce 
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ancc of any treaties Mready proposed jby congress to the CQWfs erf 
France and Spain. ^ .';,..* 

No vessels of war sliall be kept up in time of ocace.by aoyj^jU^ 
except such number only, as shall be deemca necessary ty-_fl^ 
United States in congress assembled for the defence ofsuchsta^ 
or its trade : nor shall any body of forces be kept up by. aiiy sd^ 
.^iin time of peace, except Such number only as, in die judg(uentj^ 
tfie United States in congress assembled, shall be deemed^ ^^^flj^ 
ike to garrison the forts necessary for the defence of such ;^ta^4 
but every st^te shall always keep up a well regulated, aiid^^^K%> 
pHried rnilitia, sufficiently arn^ed and accoutred, and shall pi;av}4f 
and have constantly ready for use, hi public stores, a due mfffk; 
ber of field-pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of aruos, as^ 
"inunition and camp equipage. ^ -, .., 

No state shall engage in any wai* without the consent of the jj* 
*^ited States in congress assembled, unless such state be actua^j 
fnvaded by enemies, or shall have certain advice of a rcsoiki^fS 
being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such ^^te, ^^n^ 
the danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay tUl the |^? 
iiited States in congress assembled can be consulted ; nor shftU a^j 
state grant commissions to any ships or vessel of war, nor l^^rs 
4>{ marque or reprisal, except it be ^fter a declaration of ^Wfa| 
tlie United States in congress assembled, iand then only ag^^ 
the kingdom or state and the subjects thereof against wbi^ waf 
lias been so declared, and linder such regulations as shall l^X$^ 
teblished by the United States in congress assembled, unlc&s,^^ 
jstate be invested by pirates, in which case vessels of w^ -R^X H 
iitted obt for that occasion and kcpf so long as the dange^ sj^^ 
continue, or until the United States in congress assembled s^ 
determine otherwise. \\ 

Article 7. When land forces are raised by any state fbr.^ 
common defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel ^s^ 
te appointed by the legislature of each state respectively by Wii^ 
such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shk( 
•direct ; and all vacancies shall be filled up by the state vr^^ 
first made the appointment. 

Article 8. All charges of war and all other expencej^,tl^t.j 
be incurred for the common defence or general ^elfare^ a^-,. 
"lowed by the United States in congress assembled, shall be ^^^^^ 
ed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by tke /" 
yeral states in proportion to the value of all land withiij t 
state, granted to or surveyed for any person, as such landanS 
buildings and improvements thereon shalf be estimated, an; 
*irtg to such mode as the United States in congress assei 
iboll from Kme to time direct and appoint. 
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'•' ilic ia^sibt -paying fti^t yiroportio^ sh^all be laii] and levje^ 
l>y the «uth«rky aBd^ircction of the legM^atuies of ^the sevfraj 
^tf«s:tHt}il» the time agreed apo.n by tiie United States in con^ 
•f^eftl^ssetttbled. ^ 

'' httiCleS. Tlit?D.ittted States in congress assembled shall hay^ 
<lie«ote and Exclusive right and power pf determining on peacy 
^Ittd't^fV except In the cases mentioned in the sixth artick — (^f 
•SMilfng arid receiving anibas^adovs: — entering into treaties arid 
filfewKt^s, provided that no treaty of coownerce shall be mad^, 
■*Wt^eby the legislative power of tlie respective states shall bp 
festrtnAed from impoising such imposts and duti^.s on foreigners 
•^'theit Own pcopJc areaulqectcd to, orfrpm prohibiting the e?^ 
|k>rtiitioft or icnp6rtatioci of any species of goods or commodities 
whatsoever — ©f estaUi&hingxiiies foi* deciding in all cases, w;bat 
cafpttir^ on- land or water shall be legal, and in what manner pri;. 
e^ take^by l2£nd ornaval forces in the service of the UnitedStates, 
§h»11 be divided ^r^appcopriated — of granting letters of marqup 
tthd reprisal in time of peace — appointing courts for thetrial qf 
piracies an^d felonies committed ou the high seas^ and establislV' 
liig courts for receiving and detw'ftuning finally appeals in all ca- 
ses of captares, pro»idtod Jthat no member of congress, shajl jbp 
lii^>^thted Judge of any xd ttic said courts, 

'^rhe Omjted States in iiongress. assembled shall also be the la|t 
t^sbrt oh aj>pefal in all disputes and defterences n<x^ subsisting 9r 
that hereafter niay arise between two or more, states ^onceruin^; 
*otfndary jurisdiction, or any other cause whatever; which, aii- 
(Worfty shall always be exercised in the manner follovy ing wheij- 
thH?f* flie legislative or executive autliority or lawful agent of an»y 
state in controversy with another sliaU present a petition to con- 
gress, stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, 
notice thereof shall be given by order of congress to the leglsl^- 
Wedr'eicecutive autiiority of the other state in controversy, and 
a Say assigned for the appearance of the parties b,)r their iavvf|il 
agents, "who «haU tlien be directed to appoint by jpint consent 
tdmmissidners or judges to constitute a court fw: hearing and de- 
termining the matter in question ; but if th(iy -cannot agree» con- 
gft^ shall name three person^ out of each of the United Sta^», 
^d*from the listof such persons eacli party shall alternately strike 
^'^e, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be re- 
^^ to thirteen ; and from that number not kss .thai>.seven i^or 
^rfe than nine names, as congress shall direct, shall io tlie pre- 
^nc^bf confess be drawn out by lot ; and .the persons verbose 
names^sh^ be'^o drawn, or any five of them, shaUbe cpmmission- 
*rs 6t judges to heaf and finally deter miae the coi>trQyersy,.:|b 
*'^2^* as a major part of the judges, who shjall tear idle cau^. 
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shall agree in the determiliation'; 'd»d if ettfaer paiiy lliiall fUI^94 
to attend at the day appoiiRedy without showing reaaoo^ «i|^ 
congress shall judge s\iffici6nt, ov being present sbaU |i»f)4ip (» 
strike, the congress shall proceed to nominate three. p)$i:$44^l;i^ 
of each state, and the secretary of congress shall strike jn ^^^ 
;of such party absent or refusing ; and ^be judgment; ^nA s<5iniayftp 
of the court to be appointed, in the nmnncr before p];;ef€^r^billy 
shall be final and contlusive-; and if any ef the padiea ^^[i^^e^ 
fuse to submit to' the aijtlwrity of such court, m to-apjpear qfiJ^ 
fend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless rrnrjTjjJXp 
pronounce sentence or judgment, which shall in like toaaa^ji^ 
final and decisiv^e, the judgment or sentence and ottler .p^pceffU 
ings being in either case transmitted - so congrcss^ ai^4pdt^ 
"among the acts of congress for the security of the parties qpjusf^pf^ 
^d ; provided> that every commissioaer, befoue.hesks ii^. m4Sr 
ment,'shaU take an oath to be administered by one of the JM^gg^ 
jpf the supreme or superior court of the state, where .1^^ -cai^ 
shall be tried, ** well and truly to hear and <tetaiBinethejq?a|tfr 
in questfonv according to the best of his judgment, wOi^^^^^l^p 
affection, er hope of reward \' wovided alsov thit ap ^S^ie Is^^U 
"be deprived of territory for the oenefit taf the United3^tes^,~_- 

AH controversies cc«icerning the private, right of ^UrQ^^|^|4 
*t]nder different grants of two or more states, whose- juns4i<;^0)is 

* as they may respect such tends and the states which^gas^d-ia 
"grants and adjusted, the saidgrants oceitherof them bek^g-^tlj 
>ame time claimed to have originated antecedent to. suc^;^^ 
roent of jurisdiction, shall on the petition.of eilber:Wty.t»|j_ 

'congress of the United State's, be fmally dctermine4 9^ ^^a^ 
'may be in the same manner as is before presaibed. for dfci^JJIpg 
disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction betwei^-^iifl^^QQit 
.^t^tes. ^ .. .:v .C ':^- 

^ The United States in congress asseidMcd sball-have .th?-j?f|^ 
'and exclusive right and power of reguiating the.allo.]t.aad V5^^ 

* coin struck by their own* authority^ ot hy that ©f ih^ ir^f *' 
States— fixing the standard of weightscan A measures tfe^o^, 

* theDnited States — regulating the trade and manag,in£ aM- 
^ with the Indians not members ofi^ny of the states ; jprpv^ 
'the legislative right of any -s^te within its.ovKn Umijtfjb§i ^ 

fringed or violated — establishing and regulating ipost ^Pg^ff^^Dgp 
^ <Jne state* to another throughout all the United Statfis^ a^ c»«4- 
. ing such-postage on the papers passinglhrongh the §ame as^^My 

fee recjuisite to defray the expences^of the sw ofc^ppoipl^ 
■^all officers of the land forces in -the?- servicex^f ifee, UniisA^t^^ 
'^irx<;epting regimental <)ffieers — appointuig. all th© ^flacecs .^.J^ 

jna^ai forces, and comniissiomng all officer* wiiata^jgriin^l^i^^^w- 

vke of the United States^nuking rules for the gov^nn^nf and 
/ regulatioa 
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%^&l«ion df the saJi laiid and naval fojFce^ and directing their 

** 'She^Jiritod States kjcoogi^s assembled^ shall baveaAithprity to 

'«pMnit acommittidfe ta ii^in tbeurecess of congress, to be denomf- 

'i4Ied **« corAmitteerf^ike s4^es,'' ^nitQ consist of one delegate 

Tfrdwtf^^ch" state, ^md to appoint suek othejr conwittees and civil 

•ftffieersasniay'bettecessar^for n^anaging the general affairs of tlie 

'^United Statesunder AeiEoiir^tion— to appoint one of their nun)« 

"•^fer*!© preside, provided that no^er$on.bkaHaw5«d: tp^^ve. in the 

^%iffie^ df presideiitmorethaaotJe year in any term of tbree.ye^rs-r- 

>ft)*;a^c^ain the necessary ««ins oi' money to be raised fof.the ser- 

•*^lce^ofJhe United States^ and to appropriate and; apply tlie same 

*^fcr ^efeaying the public expcn^os — ^to.borcQW money or emit 

"*ftiH* oh. the credit o£ the. United. States, transraitiipg every half 

*^eaf tothe respective statesran account of the sums.of nioney so 

<feiaffowed or emitted— -to buUd and equip, a« navy-.— to agree. .up^n 

^Ga^ number o£ land forces — and to- make requisitions from pach 

"^^stat^ fbF its'^uota,^. proportion tp^tb^^ numbej: of whit^ in.babrt- 

^''ynte^insfGch state ;; which requisitions shall be bidding, and.ther^- 

-^tiip«n tiie legislature c€ each state slialj appoint-the regim^jjtatp/- 

, iicerSj^raise the men,, and clothe, arm and equipXhem ina soldiejr- 

^J H fe '- fe anher, at the. expence o£ the. United States;, ^nd the offir 

S*i?<h'^ and merv so clothed, armed and eqpipped^ shall march to the 

^pfece appointed^ and witliki the timeagrecd.on by the,ynitecl 

'HStatesin congress assembled ; but if the United. States in congre^ss 

^t^sicm^led, shall onconaideration of circumstances judge prppeir 

^"^rfany state ahould.not raise mentor should raise a smaller. nunT- 

^%er thsm ksquota'^ and that^any other state should raise a greater 

-rifon^fap: of men than the quota thereof,, suck exti a number shall . 

'^^^rai^cdiofficered, clothed,armed and equipped in the sanie mari- 

jier a§ the quota of suchstate, unless thcJegislaturCi of such state 

.' ^att judgp that Suchfex:tra.nu4nbi3ix cannot be, safely spared oi^t 

**of the 9aaie,r in which case/they shall raise:,^ officer, clothe, arm 

*' 12nd equip as many of such extva. number. a& they jjudgecan be 

^^-$afely spared. • And the officers a«d men so clothed,, armed and 

^*tfqiripped> shall march to the place appointed ^nd within tlic ti^m 

*"*Sgreed on by the United Staics in congcess assembled.. 

-o: -Jhe United States in congress assembled, sliaUneyenengageih 

-'t^war nor gvant letters of marque and reprisal in time of pca^e^ 

" noveitter into any ti-eatie&oi: alliances, nor coin money,.porregu- 

*^%te tiie value thereof, nor ascertain tlie sums and expences n^- 

^-\*cs^ary for the detcnce and weifavQ of the United States, or any 

♦*'5^*f tlitim, iK)reaait bills, nor borrow money on, the credit of the . 

^- tJnited States, nor appropriate- ipon^y nor agiX'^ upon the nup^ 

^^■^er of vessels-ox war to.be, b^i^^^^- purchased, or the number of ' 
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chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the fttaie / 
fior shall a question on any ether pointy except: to adjomtting:' 
from day to day, be detemuned unless by: the votes oif a -Mqty*-' 
rityof the United States^ intongress assembkd. ' -*'t^ 

' The congress of the United States shall have powor U^ adJMMT 
to aivy time within the year, and to any place wkbm thrUiAetl' 
Stattt, so that no period of adjourntnent be fbr a longi^ cktatidA' 
tban the space of six montbs,^ and shall publish the jonriMd ist 
tiieir proceedings monthlyy e^ept such paptt tbereef i;el*tilig1*f 
treaties, alliances* or military <^ratiofl8, as m tiieir jMgt^Mf 
fequire secrecy;- and the yeas and naysc^ tiie 4kieg«ites e^i^weto 
sUte on any question, shall be entered on the journal, when ki» 
desired by any delegate ; an4 the delegates of a staite^ or any rf 
themj at his or their request, shall be furnished with a transicripe 
oi* the said journal, Except such pwts as arc above csxcqpted^'Ml 
lay before the legislatures of the several states. ' - - ' ^'^ 

Article 1 0» The committee of the states, or any mtvei^th&&f 
^flU be authorised to execute, in the recess of: congi:ess^ sucfeptoi^ 
the powers of congress as the United States in congress-a^tett^ 
bled, by the consent of nine states, shall from time to ttiOQ tiribfc 
expedient to vest them with; provided that no *power beidtiiaf 
gated to the said committee, for the exercise of which, b/tfa^ 
articles of confederation, the voice of nine statcs^ ia Accoi^ 
^se of the United States assen>bled, is requisite. • -=» 

Article 11. Canada acceding to this confederatioHy^ ^arifj^ha>i 
ing in the measures of the United States^ shall be admitted fnto^ 
and eifititled to ail the advantages of this anion vbm ttO-olbitf 
coloily shall be admitted into the same, unless ^ich adm&l^ 
be agreed to by nine states* ^ - ^.nl 

Article 1^2. All bills of credit crfjitted^ monies b^w-oweil^ »f<| 
€ebts contracted by or under the authority of cengtesi, ibefo* 
the assembling of the United States, in pttrsuanc&^rf the p^e** 
sent confederation, shall be deemed and considersed as a Ch*^ 
against the United States, for payment and satisfaction wii^fiictf 
the said Unitfed States and the public faith, are hereby soktnMP^ 
pledged. ;; r.*.!rt 

Article 13. Every state shall abide by the determinatimis'of 
•the United States in congress assembled^ on all questic^s whidl 
by this confederation ate submitted to thciii. And tbe^^rtidef 
or this confederation shall be inviolably <)bserved by evety states 
and the union shlll be perpetual ; nor shaU any alteration at ^t^ 
• iSme hereafter be mad^ in any of them ; unless such oteratto^ 
be agreed to in a congress of the United States, and be after« 
Ifrards confirmed by the kgisiaturcs Uf every state. - ^ * ' 

Tliese 
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. . nSbim raitictes h^ve been forwarded to the iegislature&of all tiiir . 
Xj^iled States, ^ be considered ; aiw} if approved of by them, 
-tjw «Hd J^i^atufes gi:e advised to authorise their delegates tora* 
tiff tbe $ame in th^ xG^igress, that so they may become conda- 
*ive. They have been accompanied with a circular letter, re- 
<»»nlipading 'tbicm to the in>mediate dispassionate attention 
^ibcVlegi^latw^S';. and. urging /them to hasten the conclusipnof • 
ittm plaa ft^F^oafeder^tion. They will be supported in tliis state 
hy the influence of Mr. Samuel Adams and Mr. Jol>^Adams^ 
'mho o^nin^ l^ave .of a^sqnce to visit theijr families a week before 
;lh^mshed copy was agreed to by congress. These two gentle- 
m^^ stand in uwt r^ation of second cousins to each other. 

-ThQssame .d*y the. copy was agreed to, acommiUee wasap^^ 
|N>iBteid to collect and digest some late discoveriesibr making mo-' 
ia8SeS;,acd eptrits from the juic«,of Indian corn*stalkSy and to.r&. 
•|K>rt A plaafor communicatii^g such disqoveries to the inhabitants 
of the several states* The scarcity and dearness of nK>iasse& and 
^^ifis, and the difScultyof procofing a supply from the We;3t- 
iyiB4ies^ have induced some ingenuous enterprising minds to grind 
'Ih^ Indian cornr^lks, while in a certain state of verdure, and 
-^^ai» froj:Btthe:j«i<5e^ by botiling it, a kind of njolasses. Se- 
Y^tt^JHkfe followed the example;. and the expectationof thepulx- 
Iv^inm^j placjes is raised ; but the quantity of molasses produ-^ 
C^dia ^o sunall, and th^ quantity too poor, to answer expences 
and to supply the demands of the market, «o that this mode of. 
obti^iniag it will Sfwm ceasQ^r ^ . ' 

.oCNoT. t20;} It w^ reported by a committee, " That an inf.. 
^^aii Aas been ni4de oath^ western frontiers of Virginia and 
P;Wn$ylvdnia.hy >some savagQ tribes of Indians, wherein a nuni^ 
ber of helpless people have been cruelly massacred, and tiiei 
fl^f»ccabie i»babjtant» driven from their homes, and reduced to 
9^eat distress.: and tliat, from a numl?er of papers 5tiLed procia->^ 
iBatioaSi under tliehjwri and seal of Henry Hamilton, iieuLgofr.^ 
«if Fort Detroit, as well as from other, intormation and cirqum**^ 
f iwdoes^ it appears tlia^ these savages have been instigated hf 
^t'Ukh jagents and emissaries, and particu4arly by the said H. 
fiamilton to this barbai'ous and murderous war." 

^. Congress having received information, that the enemies of the 
^^tcd States €ajd«ayored to props^g^e in Europe groundless r«- 
fWftrtiSf.tliata tf«aty' had. been tell between, congress and thi& 
paeomtaeiaaers of the king of Great- Britjain, by which itwa^pro- 
teWecthat a reconciliation would take place, resolved, " I'^t. 
riie^comniisaiancrs^ of the «aid United States, at the sevex^fc 
cumts in JEuropc* hie -authorised to i^epresentto ^the -frpurts aC, 
which they rc^octiYely' re^de, tJiftt W tVQaty wiiatevcr has hccik, 
fv'.-ui i . held 
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hdd between the king of Gi^at-'BMtafd, or arif iSfhiPcc 
oners and the said United States, since theil? declil^*ll#fi-<^il«ki • 
pendence. They also resolved, '''That all pr6p09«te%li#^tt|wt 
ty between the king of Great-Britafn, or any <)f*Ws^CmilwiiM»i& 
crs, and the United States of America, incdnsfeftfotvp-ftfe th<4». 
dependence of the said states, or withsufch treati^ or ^kl&MCiMil^ 
jnay be formed under their authority, will be itejeettfd'tiy>^i|i^ 
£ress." The Gommunicatron however of thk4a8tre4i!*¥3e^*» 
to be suspended until upon a general cohsultotioii' isf lli^caH^ 
itrissioner^ a m^orrty should judges it nedes^ary^" <?dil|gliM 
(platiged into difficulties through an etcessefp^ftetcmnMrnf^ 
^hith they are continually increasing by new emfe»$tt»«^ Iwt- 
iBeen and are attempting remedies that can never anstMT^^SoMb 
are of that nature as necessarily to producebaneful conscquelR^lt. 
and yet are persisted i» after trial ;. of tbis kind is ttmfeffi- 
Jating and ascertaiaiog the price of labor, 'manttfacttn^fti' ifiteS- 
nal produce, and commodities imported f rom- fotdgtt jKBts;r sit 
has been recommended to all the states to appointCQmii if8i i ao e» 
to convene, some in one place on the fifteenth of JaaHiaryi swBr 
in another on the fifteenth of February, for the rqjubi^i^TPlf 
prices ; and after that, to enact suitable laws to eiifotCflrt4nwoi|- 
servance of such regulations* They have also resolved^ JlMt 
-it be earnestly recommended to the several states, ^'so&Aa»'m9ff 
be, to confiscate and make sale of all the real or peooftakcsM^it 
therein of such of their inhabitafltS' and other |>ersons wto^hme 
fojrfeited the same, and the right teethe protection «f *t&eir4l^ 
«pective states ; and to invest the nio{tey'arkiiigfmt£»tbesxJkMi» 
continental loan office certificates, to her appf of risked in^mek 
manner as the respective states shall hereafter diK«t.'^' /Sbbt*^ 
solve will encourage the states to make sale of the e^ta^es nihiUff 
to, but will not bind them to the d isposal df the piarchase t mohtjr 
in the manner proposed. Artful individuals wiH^viatl-^fiii^ 
selves of it for th^ir own emolument, bat it wiiJ be ofi^ie^ffr 
110 benefit to the public at large. . '' ^ ' . , -i ; zn*j» 

[Pec. 8.] Mr. Silas Deane lias be^n mefition«d m xi^ari^ 
letter. Congress came to a final r^soldtio^i respecting. li]g;3lM^ 

in these words " Whereas it is of the greatest impariMM^ 

that congress should at this critical conjuncture^ be wcttiiifiii§^ 
ed of the state of affairs in Europe ; and whereas cong«i9^ikiie 
resolved, that the honorable Silas Dfeane, e^. be PocsftMlcftMi 
the court of France, and have appointed ane'&eir cMnmisdiekir 
to^supply his place there : Ordered, Tliat thetc<»ancritleR/f ut <fc 
reign affairs write to the honorable Sias Dfewie, e9q»Qm^^mst 
him to embrace the first oppbttanity of ii fmninir tn Aihiiiifc^ 
and upon his arrival to repaitwiih^ pjisslbis'^di^atoh 

grcss." 



Digitized 



by Google 



©TV, J J^MEI^CA^^ REVOLUTION. ?9| 

»«&*»'?• Thecxplaniition of tJvs business ^yUl be best conveye^ 

w-;rt»et'laag«age:of one of the committee— " Mr. Deanc^notbe^ 

iBg-»ecatkd4^Qn aiaotioo made attjic time of our disavovval of 

»uG«»«4wiy'& treaty, a new mtttiim was made by one of thecorti- 

mittee SB SeptenAcr tlie 8tij — On that. day, "The congress 

took. itXto considerationthe. report of the committee on foreigiS 

.OTBiiGations, wherein they st;t fourth, That besides a number ot 

,SfceES who are come from Europe and the West-Indies of their 

-«w»aoeojd to solicit for rank.and employment in the Amencaa 

jBWWiif there are others wholjave proceeded upon the encourge- 

«w^cf conventions made and signed at Paris by Silas Deane, 

■esq; a* agent for tlie United . States of North-America:— Thar 

-Mr. Deane had no authority to make such conventions p and 

'TlMt'COngressthcrefore are not bpund to ratify or fulfil them. 

Whia tefcrted to aaewlistof major generals, brigadiers, co.o- 

-jisis, &0. wlio. vrore ready to relinquish all the parts of their 

j»gree»»ept e*c«pt rank.-, but said the committee, «1 he Amen - 

aewjacaiy J»avin7beea arranged betore the ainval of these gentte- 

3tt»i»ia4raerica there expectations cannot be complied with, 

'«riti»OJMi .deranging it, and tiicjeby injuring at so cntical a 

^t»«ttiretbeA?Tiencan ca«se." The report was agreed to, and 

^imailion niade— ^t Whereas Silas Peane, esq. when agent 

«Hifer tAe committee of secret correspondence, entered mto conven- 

JS&^kh «.veral foreign officers, which congress haje dccla:-cd 

^selves not bound to ratify. an4 which m ^t^e P'^sent situa- 

X uf^affeirs they could not comply.wUh, without deranging tlio 

mft«TE,-aad tbetcby injuring at this critical jujicture the Amencan 

^e .And wherVthe credit, reputation atfd usefulness of Sl- 

S^Seane^V'^ '^ «>f ^'^ American commissioners in 

^.^'^iii^greatly.impai^^ed by the consequences of lus^in 

^hKrmtian in having eutered into s«eh convention^ Im^^^^^^^ 

-comes necessary for the interestpf these United States tl^Jjf oj^ 

reived, That Silas Deane, esq. now «ne "f tbe Ame ica^ 

xtommisAoners in France be fo^-^^'^l^lf^^'S^tVe^fpowt S 
?«w«}aT of has receiving this resolve, all and ^^^7 Pf"?' r"' 
.WMch fe hath been-Tested ^y congress, do cae-ndde^^^ 
4»wr,-and that he take the earliest oppotui^ to e'^arkt- 
-««kh-Atnerica..-and. repair to congress. The P"s°^J5'^^^ 
3W«d'this in-hfc.place was, upon being ^^""f ^^^ ^^ ^mva 
«wifodsa-«rit, id ^hich be.acqwesccd, upon ^^S^^'^f '^1 ^^^^ 
:»ftthe .,e«S3Uy »£ recalling Mr: Deane m ^^^^^ milder w^^ 
-<<©»Nbv.«» >i^tialitv and .tenderness sUuck away all preamoic, 
.S>T^SiCvt^ssed, -rhat Silas Deane esq. be^recal- 
.*id.fiJ^Z o^toflf uance,.and that the committee forToc^a 
' •» beidi«H«f4W.M^e:projicv.me3?W<;s,for ^E"^^^^^^^ 
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tticating tbc pleasure of congress herein to Deaaic tnd the' 
commissioneis of the United States at the court of Vratef!, 
That Monday next be assigned for die chooring a commissioqer tp 
the court of France, in place of Silas Deane, esq." Ou^^^ 
28th, Mr. John Adams was chosen. Nt> tiaie being limited w 
Mr. Deane's return, the Jarded resolve of DececSjer the 1^ 
Was made. Had a proper dignity been maintained on the 8% 
September, the recal would not have been a secoiing axy\ 
©r rather a compliment. Thoogh the chairman of the co; 
tee for foreign applications was the mover of the propcrres 
yet he finally gave into tlie over-tenderness of the hoQse» w 
ne acted for foreign affairs in his letter of December the Si 
and in his private letter to Dr. Franklin. ^ 

Congress resolved, " That the commissioners at the courts' 
France and Spain be directed to exert their utmost endcavoii 
to obtain a loan of two millions sterling, on the faith of 
Thirteen United States." They also received accounts fin. ^_ 
gen. Gates relative to the retreat of the British from Tyconifi?* 
Toga and Mount Independence, By letters of gen. CQawa|% 
"writing to particular members, they were led into a reaolui*"^* 
*** That an appointment be made of inspectors general agree 
to the practice of the best disciplined European armies i*^ 
from thence to elect him an inspector general, and a major _ 
licral. This pomotion, which took place the tbirteeath / 
December, occasioned much uneasiness among the officers ; f^ 
they requested gen. Washington not to publish it till they h^ 
met, and made a proper representation of their grievances. .C6 
•way thought himself entitled to a superiority over tbena, fr/ 
liis having served more than thirty years; and before some of ) 
trigadiers w^crc born, and from the numberof men he hadqo 
manded for many years in an old army. But these r$^asa|i$ 
not reconcile them to his being put over their heads. TJ 
might be the more disgusted from his declaring th^t no two^ 
giments manoeuvred alike, and that there were hardly two 
cers in each regiment able to command the manoeinrres. ' 
the 3d of January, the brigadiers sent a remonstrance 'j^ 
his appointment. The objections against him were that lie j 
intriguing at congress in concert with generals Qates and'Mfi 
in order to reitiove gen. Washington — that he^ave hims^jfi 
Congress the merit of the German-town affair^— that his pd]^ 
of inspector general tended to diminish the power of gen. V^ 
ington— andthat,in aparagraph of a letter, he reflected seve 
upon the commander in chief atrd his counjcellors. SuchJIs, 

J prevailing dislike to him, that he will be of little seryiqe iii' 
urc. The uneasiness which his promotk^xr l>rodiice4 4H^ 




Digitized 



by Google 



^J^' ^:^^'} MfmCAU REVOLUTION 4^ 

. j^<;»pe his notice* but has led him tot renew a fornier proposal ^gf 
^eturaiJn'g to Fi;ance. . 

'^ [Dec. 20. J In order to obtain a supply of clothing for the army, 
Ithe congress resolved to recommend to the respective legislatures 
.the. enacting of laws, appointing persons to seize, for the use of 
Iflie ^continental army, all necess4ry articles of clotlung, which 
•maybe in the possession of any persons inhabitants of or residents 
within, tlieir respective states, for tlie purpose, of sale ; and ti^t 
'^e value of such goods be ascertained at the rate which the said 
'ijrticles, shall be stated at by the convention of the committees 
'igreeal)le to the. Ute recommendation.. A memorial from licutt. 
i^oL Barton, who took gen. Prescot prisoner, was read in con- 
gress, on which they resolved, [Dec. 24.J "That on account of 
|ms enterprisiixg' spirit, and merit in taking the general, he be 
iromotedf to the rank and pay of, a coloael in the service of the 
Jjnited States^ and that lie be recommended to gen. Washing- 
^.pn, tobe employed in such services as he may deem most adapt- 
ed 'to his genius.^' In testimony of their approbation of the 
iatiehcrej^ fidelity and zeal of the piBcers and soldiers uncjer the 
immediate command of gen. Washington, tl^ey directed, sak 
'3ays alter, that one month's extraordi^nary pay should be given 
io each i vvhich w^s no mpiriS than justice, considering what they 
^&a suffered. The next, being the last day of the year, they ha4 
-,4^nder consideration, the information sent them from Boston by 
mr. Samuel Otis, their deputy-clothier-general in the Massacbu*. 
sptts acquainting them, that he had contracted v/ith sundry per^j^ 
^ons for a large quantity of clothing at the rate of ten to eighteen 
jnundred percent, and that some of the holders of the said goods 
iHf ^use to deliver them untill they should receive the cash. UpoilL 
^i$ they resolved, " That Mr. Otis be directed to pay only for 
.SMch of the said clotliing as he njiay have actually received^ at tlie 
3rate for which he may have contracted for such clothing: and 
^Jiat it be most earnestly recommended to the legislative authp^ 
l9Liy of the state of Massachusetts-Bay immediately to take and 
'^^ize the residue of the clotliing, which the holders thereof have- 
ypfused to deliver to the said Samuel Otig, agreeable to the YGSi^J 
|u(ions of the congress of the 2dth Inst which clothing shall be 
'vs^iov in manner, and at the rate mentioned tlicrcin, and not 
otherwise." A letter was written to the president of the council 
upon^he occasion,, in whicli they failed not to attempt exciting 
resentment against the proprietors of the goods fox the crime af 
,j^^cprt|on, and th^ greater one of refusing to deliver the goods 
^pon the jcrcdit pf the Thirteen United States. " This irrefr^t 
Vable evidence of the depravity of ii^prals in so many of the ciii^ 
';:^ns of these states^ is amost alarming circumstance/' say theyji 
^ 'y:oK«^. -^ Pp rand 
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**and if the several governments do not speedily exert their "aiP 
tbority effectually to suppress such unheard of extortion, Jt «tt 
/UnquestiqnaUIy issue, 3nd,at no very, distant period, in tfteffcS 
Struction of the liberties of this continent. Shall we then tain^T^ 
«ee ourselvc compelled by the wicked conduct of sonoe of^tK 
citizens of these states, to the cruel necessity of submitting to tM 
mercy of an enraged tyrant ?^* The president was desired iq U§ 
the resolutions before the general assembly, who were reque^^ 
to keep them and their proceedings thereon secret, till carrierflfe 
to execution. 1 he general court instead of interfering,' ;i^ 
prudently left the business to take its own course. Those tradm[ 
who want to go to market again arid make fresh purcha^s^ c»» 
^lot sell upon the credit of even the Thirteen United States. Tie 
cncreasing depreciation of the currency is another reason agaia^' 
it. The paper emission is now more than three hundred" ner 
cent, for hard money, and by the end of April wilt profcabljr | 
four for one ; so that when this, the risks of tlie sea, thescafc? 
of the comriiodity, the few leturns that can be made,* tlie » 
Vance of expences through the rise of provision, labor, icc^a^i 
other circumstances arc taken into consideration, th^ mte ot 
from ten to eighteen hundred per cent.' has far niofe uie^b? 
pearance than the reality of extortion. 

The convention and convention troops demand our iiei(llsi|^ 
ter\tion. * ! .. 

While upon their march to the neighborhood of Boston^ ^ 
British behaved with such insolence as confirmed the coun(ntm, 
their determination never to submit ; for ^ the people said, *i^ 



whicn they could lay their hands, to a largfe amount., W^ijlS' 
"Worcester, indeed they themsef.Vs were robbed, thouglj. in ,a|^ 
thcrway. One Dawes, the issuing commissary, up6n'the\fi 
company's coming to draw their rations, balanced the scajes^^ 
putting into that which contained the weight, a large ston^'; "^i^L 
that company was gone (unobserved by the Germans,; bufj^' 
by all present) the stone was taken away before the. nesU fgS^ 
and all the other companies exdept the first had short aJIowa^^' 
The troops having finished their march were quartered m ^ 
barracks near Cambridge. It was v/ith difficulty gen^rfOKra; 
90uld procure quarters for tlie' generals Biirgoyne, Reid^scl,'fi: 
Thifips, in the town itself. The inhabitants were totally %y%^ 
''to accojiimodating them. They could not forjgct tlic bqrnm^U 
-Gharlestown. A remonstrance was soon presented fd Bui*g9|W 
i^'the officers/complaining, that' instead of beihiconvenieSr' 
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lodged^ according t9 their different ranks, agreeable to the con- 
yentioa, they were put into barracks made of single boards, five^ 
gi:«:.and seve^ in a room, without any distinctipn of rank. Un- 
fortunately for them, there was upon the committee appointed 
by die ^general court to the business o^' quartering tlidm, one 
lo(;iii 'I'aylory wIto, though of the council, was of a base spirit, 
aoa had raised himself by it to the possession of considerable pro- 
perty and \nflue nee., He disgraced religion by making a great 
profession. The last however^ gave him much weight with welU 
rnccimng mbn wlio liadonly asuperficjal acquaintance witla hi ifi. 
5^is person could put up with any lodging; and thought that whi 
would do for him, niight do for British prisoners^ though ofljcerf. 
Il'husv it happened that they were no better accommodated. They 
iiad reason to complain y but the treatment which gcn. Burgoyne 
personally naet witli, was pleasing.^ He went to Boston and^dine^ 
^.^ gf^"« ti^at^'s, who commands inthisdepartnoent. He observ- 
ed: with great satisfaction, the goo^ behavior of the town's peo- 
ple. Thei*e was no rabble collected to insult him, either going 
or returning. He remarked, when re-crossing the ferry tp 
where Charlestown stood (when his eyes surveyed. with admi- 
ration its awful majestic conflagration) that he sliould have m&t 
.Wittr very different treatment even in London.. f 

\ Suspici^c^n5,begaato bq entertained le^t.the gen 
iilster design of conveying the troops to New-Y 
^wfa'en they could be embarked, instead of sail 
Great-Britain; and the public wished to have S( 
jietaining tbem<. It was hinted to congress^ th 
^owe continue obstinately to refuse settling ar 
*for the exchange of prisoners^ they would be j 
Tftig the fulfilling o£ the convention of Saratov 
luntii the United States received justice in thatj 
jgress soon ordered a committee to consider a return of ordnance 
and stores taken from the enemy, which was en(jlosed in a letter 
J)f the lOth of November, accpmj^anying that hint.. Upon the 
xeport of the committee, on the 22d, the president w^s directed > 
immediately to selTi an express to geri, Gates,, desiring answers 
jdf several questions. On Decenil^r the third, the general wrote; 
.^rom Albany to the president — " I had the honor to receive your 
Excellency's letter of the twenty-tliird iijt. by Mr. Pierce,and im- 
'Jiiediatcly proceeded to dispatch to the congress the required aiy- 
^wers. kespecting tlie standards, gen. Burgoyne declared upoa 
liis honor, tliattlie colours oT the regiments were left in Canad^ 
,As to the military chest, its contents might be so easily disposed 
"kiC that tohavesought for it woulJhave been inefFectual. TheBri- 
tisfi army, all last war, left tiie paymaster-general and the military 

chest 
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chest in some secure tpwn^ apd warrants were giap ted ufWitilMl 
p*ay master-general Ihere. Irom the hnest accounts the/Cflfe^iyHi 
army had been lately dciired off; so that it is nptprobafatefti^fflr 
Vfds any military chest. "The medicines were left with th^.^Mie^ 
ral l\ospital> which gen. Burgoyne left behind hun at Free^aaipStj 
farm, yi'dny pf the cartouch-boxes were left, aikl sMcie m^qefc 
carried away. The mentioning of thq accoutremeBts |»as fehg 
gotten in the convention. TJiose that have been carried ^A 
h'dxc been sold upon the road to Boston for drams. • The -qtityalfca 
ty of field ammunition and musket cartridges taken, 'arCrhf *»m 
means inconsiderable. The rest was used and destroyed Jiielsitf 
the treaty commenced. The muskets will ever be ks^^^nogo^ 
be,r than the prisoners, as the drummers and staff officCFSdo^^^ 
carry firelocks. Many arms were lost in the two hundred ^a|4l 
teaux that, were taken from the enemy in their retreat from F^tf^ 
man's farm^ and many others were plundered by th^- miWrtt 
on the east side of the river. The bayonets we^^e also-ptif^euia^ 
by our own people. The very guards themselves sup|>lied tb^^ 
wants from the piles. Many of the scabbards for the baye^gM 
were disposed of in the^like manner. 1 believe there, ws^t^ 
destruction of military stores after th€ convention, by or^Jsr^t 
the privity of general Burgoyne or his officers. It is^ so i |Ti mfcj 
dinary for a British army to surrender their arms, that.wc.4)«i^h|^ 
iiot to woflder at the violent and disappointed for como^itiotf 
some irregularities; but! do not conceive that any thing of sxmi 
ficicnt consequence was done, to justify our charge of ^heir i^x^ 
ing^ violated the convention. On the day general Burgoyne win 
rendered, I received repeated expresses to inform me, that^ltit) 
enemy's fleet had advanced up to within a few hours saiirntg' .^a^ 
i^lbany* The removal of the army was therefore immedlQjII^ 
iiecessary,tocoverthatcity and secure our magazines. Mypriji^a^KK 
attention was of course directed towards that object. Gea^iM^ 
Glover and Whipple gave me their assistance and entire a|^N^ 
bation in the settlement of the convention. Whenthingaofi 
such importance must be done in a hurry, some articles of ^eSttit 
ing importance never fail to be omitted, Tjie arms were-pUi^ 
up agreeable to the letter of the convention, and tiieir conm6o90 
as.good as can be expected upon such occasions. Thrinfr'Hm 
wholly unfit for service, is partly owing to the laad aiu|^^v^^C9k 
carriages, but chiefly to the want of pi ijirr rnrlij^rj fn :rrii|iij 
them. Our own men have changed them ; buthcr^ X^hin^Jidlr 
sfiould not imprudently expose the infant state^^ our^mi^^yijl 
discipline. ^ • ..>^ivk« 

^ General Burgoyne was desirous of altering tlie pl^teebforhAft 
embarkation of the convention troops.,fron*r^tte4)(^ q€.~ 
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itf'ftUEt'^ Rhodcrlsland oFth^ Sound, contiguous to New-V6r"k» 
l^id^avWeU as Rhode-Island was possessed by the British. He 
%in(5<Si to'gen. Washington up6n the subject on tlie 25th of No- 
vember* 'The American commander foi'warded tlie letter to 
tbfigress. They, on the day it was received, the nth of De- 
cMfrofer, resolved, ** That gen. Washington be directed to in- 
Saittfl g'^n. Burgoyne, that congress w^iil not receive, nor consi- 
&t any proposition for indulgence or altering the terms of the 
ceiMrerttion of Saratoga, unless immediately directed to their 
io««i b^dy." The next d^y they received gen. Gates's letter of 
Di^icmber the 3d, enclosing a letter to him from gen. Burgoyne, 
of't^ovember the 14th, Wherein he declared, that the public 
ftith, plighted in the convention of Saratoga, was broken oil 
th€? part of the United States, inasmuch as the' officers included 
in the convention, had not, since their arrival in Massachusetts- 
TShff^ been accommodated with quarters agreeable to their re- 
^Jective ranks. Congress had now obtained what they wanted, 
aqphea for detaining the conventi6n troops. Some of the mem- 
lictsj not att^nding'sufficiently to dates and circumstances, ima- 
gid^d that Burgoyne expected to have sailed before his letter of 
tUt I4th could have reached congress time enough for them to 
'haaw '-detained him ; but it was scarce possible that such an ex- 
pi^Nifition could have existed, when he did not write to general 
Wasllington on the subject of changing the place of einbarkatiod 
before the 25th, dnd could not, till permission wais received, 
^po^ibly cJmbark at Rhode-Island, to which port the transports 
vffbx^ sent, and of whose arrival he was informed by letter of De-i. 
rtitiber the fifth. The coming from New-York through the 
Sfe«nd, to Rhode-Island, was so much more convenient and less 
hwawlbus than going round by Long-Island and Cape-Cod ta 
Bostoir, especially at such a Season, that the application for 
changing tlie plac'e of embarkation was natural. 

(Jan. 2, 1778.] Congress resolved,'*' That the charge m^de 
ty gen. Burgoyne, of a breach of public faith on the part of 
these states, is not warranted by the just cionstruction of any ar- 
titete of the convention of Saratoga ; that it is a strong indicati- 
Qfi*of 'his intention, and affords just grounds of fear that he will 
ai^ril himself of sach pretended breach of the convention, in or- 
der to disengage hirnself and the army under him, of the obligati- 
otis^thfe'y ai-e under to these United "States; and that the security 
ii«t»ch these states have had in his personal honor, is hereby 
destroyed." The next day they resolved therefore*-^" That the 
embarkation of gen. Burgoyne and the troops under his com- 
nMtnd; be Suspended till a distinct and explicit ratification of the 
cofltention of Saratoga shall be properly notified by the court of 

Gi?eat- 
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6re^.Britaiii-** It was 'theft ordered, ^ Tliat the Ttioli^nl^ 



and the report on which, the same are grounded,, Bi^.r^i^bi^ 
iiiittcd/' ' /'• /^'' 

* [Jan- 8.] They . took into consideration afresh, the repc^rt.^ 
the committee^' which says, that the cartouch-'boxes, SccI a^g^- 
able to the spirit of tlie convention and the tedinical ihterpfe^ 
lion of the Word arms^ ought to have be^n delivered up.^ It'tf^ 
sidcrs Burgoyne's refusal to give the descriptive Iists» Which dp^ 
^ress had directed to be taken, in aa aiarmine point of ^V« 
irtore especially as nine days previous to the refusal, he Hi" 
his letter to Gates declared, that the public faith was hv ^ 
it insists upon this charge as a breach of faith, being a deliS^i 
ict of judgment,' and so of a most serious nature,,. pr€gpaii£ w^ 
alarming consequences. It attempts to invalidate the ch|ii|^€5^ 
and asserts, that by an examination of the arlFcleSE it" will 'a^p^|^ 
ihat the stipulation for quartering the officers was not to be q^b^ 
itfued in tliat rigorous sense in which Burgoyne affecjts to^^cg^i^ 
sider it, but on the contrary was •* agreed to as far, as cifty~ 
Stances woul^ admit/* This assertion reduces the stij^ulai 
to a mere non-entity,^if it is left with the stipulating party yhi 
to judge of these circumstances- iVe coniiiiittee wKo'ndki''" 
report mentioned, but forbore ^* to lay any'stress on^ thfe 
ingfy inadequate number of vessels (being only tvirenfy^fs3f,, 
ports) for an army consisting of 5642 men, in a winter's yig^^S 
to Europe ; or on the improbability of the enemy's beii^ afib 
on so short a notice, to victual such a fleet and armiy for siv'" 
agfe of such length." It is happy that thejr did not lay 
stress upon it, as itwoufd have manifested hovv much thej^f 
biassed by an eagerness to vindicate the measures tlie'y vf^pt 
slrous of adopting. The committee was a comnaittee ,*4f J 
whole. Twenty-six transports, of 250 ton each,, woutr"" 
6500 men, allowing a ton for every man. In virintcr tim 
could sdfely stow more close than in warmer weatlier, 
voyage, though long, in going from America to Europe, $ J 
formed generally much sooner in thaf than any other ,^ 
hy reason of the prevalency of the north-west winds.^!|so* 
less provision is required for the .passage. 

The former resolves were passed tlieseconcl time, $pi,.o^1 
congress had resolved, ** that as many of thp cartouch-boxes*^ 
several other articles of military accoutrements, annexed U^, 
persons of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers^ ihclii^ 
in tlie convention of Saratoga, have not been deliyevedug^lfcc 
convention, on the part of the British army, has not beetf steic% 
complied with — that the refusal of general Burgoyne to gifC 
descriptive lists of thenon-commijssioned officers and privates be- 

longing 
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longing To his^army, subsequent to his declaratioa that the pub- 
lic faith was broke, is considered by congress in an alarming poinf^ 
^fvie\r ; since a coniplia.nce coyld only have been prejudicial to 
€hat army in case of an infraction of the convention on their^ 
part." It was in vain that the general explained theintention and 
Construction of the passage objected to in his letter : or that his 
office'rs, in order to remove the, difficulty occasioned by it, re- 
spectively signed their paroje. He even pledged himself, that 
Ris officers would still Join with him in signing any instiument 
that might be thought necessary for confirming or renewing the 
tah^ity of the convention : but it was to no purpose. Con- 
^r^ss h^vc been unalterable ;' and the detention of the troops is 
fl9w settled. 
\ On the ninth of January, the Massachusetts general court 

J'ermitted Dr. Benjamin Church, whose treachery had subjected 
im to a long confinement, to take passage on board a brigan.- 
fiiic bound to Martinico.^ 

""'The Amejicanprivatecrsand continental shipping have taketi 
4 large number of vessefs belonging to Gr<jat-Britain, and scn^ 
Qitm intQ their own harbors. They have undoubtedly takers, 
ftany others upon the European coasts, that we have not heard 
<6f. We have had accounts of several ; and that the. coasts of 
^res^^Britaifl and Ireland have been insulted by them, inaman-r 
i^r never before ventured upon by your hardiest enemies,; so as 
€d produce the appointment of a convoy (for the first time ever 
krtown) to protect the linen ships from Dublin and Nevvry.^ — : 
We learn also that' the feencral Mifflin privateer, after making 
i^efpeatea captures arrived at Brest, and saluted the French ad- 
llhiral, who returned the salute in form, as to the vessel of a so- 
vereign iHdepehdent state. We are likewise told, that thpuglv 
Twl Stormont, on his threatening to return immediately to 
^teat-Britain, unless satisfaction was given, obtained an order 
fS^bfrihg riot only all American privateers, but their prizes, tq^ 
leave the French ports, the. same is evaded. However, his 
ftajlesty's vessels on- the American station have iiot been idle; 
fin' they have captured very considerable on these coasts and the 
West-Indies. Their captures indeed, are generally not of much 
Ir^Iue singly, yet they have furnished at times some rich prizes, 
^Lfid in the aggregate have been of great amount. But the bii-. 
tsiiiice ofproperty will most certainly be in favor of the Araeri- 
^r^S.''^ The continental frigate Hancock, of thirty -two guns, 
nioistly tweive-pounders, commanded by capt. Manly, was taken 

^fl Slit never reached bcr port, and ha? ncYcr been hear^. of since sailing. 

oa . 



Digitized 



by Google 



StMs The HISTORY of ths {J. D. iTlt 

on tlie 8th of July, by Sir George Collier, of his majesty's shif 
tbc Rainbow. 

Sir George, in company with the Victor brig, discovered Atec 
sail in the morning of the sixth. He chased with all the sail ke 
could crowd : but observing the next day that they steered d^^« 
ent courses, about two in the afternoon he tacked after the Haft* 
cock, which appeared the largest ship. She seemed at first radiar 
to outsail the Rainbow ; but Manly endeavouring to make Itts 
ship sail better, started all his water forward, and so put her opt 
ef trim. At half past eight the next morning Sir George ba^Ml 
her, and let the men know, that if they expected quarters, tliMr 
nrast strike immediately. Manly endeavoured to avail hixsisaif 
of afesh breeze just springing up Sir George therefore Smi 
into him, on which he struck after a chase of thirty-nine houis. 
He had lately taken the Fox of twenty-eight guns on the baafcs 
of Newfoundland ; which was one of the three sail, and b^hc 
discovered by the Flora on the seventh was chased till r€tafe£ 
The third was the Boston continental frigate of thirty §^^^ 
commanded by capt. M'Neal, which escaped. The puoUc ^ 
not satisfied with the conduct of the latter, imagining that if liii 
had not left his consort, and that if both had behaved well, im* 
ther would have been captured. The Hancock's cooipliaieiK i^ 
290 men, near as many as the Rainbow's. *', 

On the first of December, the ship Flamand, capt. laaifa^ 
arrived at Portsmouth, from Marseilles. Mr. John Baptisteljir 
zarus Thevaneau de Francey is come supercargo and agentf 
house of Roderique Hoitalcs and company, alias Mi\ Pierre 4 
gustin Coron de Beaumarchais. The ship has brought 48 
of brass cannon, four^pounders, with carriages complei 

nine inch mortars — 250 bombs, nine inches- 2,boo four-;^ 

balls — a quantity of intrenching tools — 3000 fusees^ — \lj^\^ 
another quality for dragoons — ^about 18,000 pounds of gu^jpo#^ 
der — and 61,051 of brunstone. 

The continent is looking out for important new^ &^ 
Friance. 
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. L E T T E R X. 

^. . Eoxhury^ June 1, 1778. 

. HpHEhint you have received of a design to remove gejieral 
* JL Washington froai Uie comrpand of the American army, 
will have made you desirous of knowing more of that business; 
let it then te first related. The general being applied to by one 
of his correspondents, answered from Valley-forge, January the 
•^3d, 1778 — '' Whether a serious design of placing general Lee, 
.(before captivation) at the head of the army, had ever entered 
into the head of a member of congress or not, I never was at 
Jthe trouble of enquiring. I am told ascheme of that kind is now on 

.foot by some, in behalf of another gentleman — whether true or 
/alse — serious or merely to try the pulse — I neither know nor 
.care. Neither interested nor ambitious views led me into the 
service. I did not solicit the command; but accepted it after 
inuch entreaty, with all th^t diffidence which a conscious want 
of ability and experience equal to the discharge of so important a 

, >trust ncuist naturally excite in a mind not quite devoid of thought ; 
and after I did engage, pursued the great line of my duty, and 
the object in view (as far as my judgment could direct) as point- 
edly as the needle to the pole. So soon as the public gets dissa- 
tisfied with my services, or a person is found better qualified tu 
^dswer her expectation, I shall quit the helm with as much plea-p- 
siire, and retire to a private station with as much content, as ever 
^he wekried pilgrim felt upon his safe arrival at the holy land, or 
haven of hope ; and shall wish most devoutly, that those who 

•jcomc after, may meet with more prosperous gales than I have 

. ,4one, and less difficulty. If the expectation of the public has not 
been answered by my endeavors, I have more reasons tlian one 
^to regret it ; but at present I shall only add, that a day may come, 
when the public cause is no longer to be benefited by a conceal- 
ment of our circumstances, and till this period arrives, I shah not 
be amoijg the first to disclose such truths as may injure it, how- 
ever my character in the mean while may suffer.^' On the 15th 
_of February he had occasion for writing — ** I can assure you that 
Jdo person ever heard me drop an expression that had a tendency 

• to resignation. The same principles that led me to embark in the 
opposition to the arbitrary claims of Great-Britain, operate with 
additional force at this day ; nor is it my desire to withdraw my 
services while they are considered of importanceinthe present 
contest. But to report a design of this kind, is^^mong the arts 
, which those who are endeavoring ^ effect a change, ox^ pi'a<^-«. 
'Vol, II, -"*- V Qq tising- 
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tlslng to bring it to pass. There is not an officer in the service 
of the United States^, thatwouW returrf to the sweets of domestic 
life with more heart-felt joy than I should, but I mean not ta 
shrink In the cause. The design is not only seen through, butre- 
probated." On the 20th ^ Patrick Henry, esq. governor of Vir- 
ginia, forttarded an anonymous letter v/hich had been senthio^ 
to the genferal, and added — '* There mly be some scheme or par- 
iy forming to your prejudice. The enclosed leads to asaspicioiu 
Believe itie, Sir, I have too high a'S^nse of the obligations Ame- 
rica has to you, W abet or countenance so unworthy a proceed- 
ing. I really think your personal welfare, and the happiness of 
America are intimately connected.'* The anonymous letter wal 
dated— ^York-Town, Jaftuiary 12, 1778. It begins with highly 
complimenting Mr, tlenry, and then proceeds to sketch out a 
dismal picture, and to hint at the terriedy-^" America can be only 
undone by herself. Her representation in congress i^ dwindled 
to only twenty-one members — her Adams — her Wilson-^hef 
Jjenry — ^are no more aniong them^ Her counsels weak — and. 
partial remedies applied constantly for universal diseases. Het 
army — what is it^ a mob), iXscipline unknown, or wholly ne- 
glected — the quarter-masters and comnrtissioners departments^ 

filled with idleness, ignorance and peculation.. Our hospital 

crowded witli six. thousand sick, and more dying iti one n^nt& 
than perished, in the fi6ld during the whole olF the last cariipaign* 
The country di^racted with the Don Qnixote atteihpts to regff- 
liate the price of provisions.- An artificial Famine created by it» 
and a real one dreaded from it The northern army has sbowh 
what Americans are capable of with a general at their head. Thfe 
southernarmy is no ways inferior.. A Gates, a Lee, era Con- 
way, would in a. few weeks render them an irresistible body (H 
men. The last in one of his letters to a friend; says, ** A great and 
good God hath decreed America to be free j or the=-^- — and weak 
councellors would have ruined her long ago. Yod may rest as- 
'sured of each of the facts related in this letter.** When GoHway 
had recovered his original letter, Which was written in October, 
he said to gen.. Washington, in^ one of January the 27th — ^^l 
find, with great satisfaction, tliat the paragraph so^nruch spokeifc 
;of, does not exist in said letter, iior any thing like it. I must de* 
jend upon your justice, candor and generosity, for putting a stop* 
to this forgery." Had he sent the letter itself^ the conviction of 
.the forgery might have Been deemed much stronger ; whercaS^ 
ihariy will doubt whether there Was a forgery, upon being told 
^that one of hi^ak^armest friends ijuoted the paragraph as authentfc 
^ao early as October the 21st. Periodical letters were published 
aad circulated in the continental iicwspapers, under the signatu« 

• of 
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of Pe fislCy and the pretence of being translations from th^ 
Frenchy artfully calculated to pronrjote t,b^ design against Wasn- 
ington, byinsinuatuig into^he mind of .the reader, ideas tendipjj; 
to lessen him in tlie j^ye.of fhp public. Th^ ^lyriter o^ the pre^ 
ceding anoaymous letter, is suwosed ta b^ tif^ ?P^9F ^f them. 
Tiie design has not succeeded. The genei'at has li^x) too great '^ 
share of the people's cocfideijce and aSection, toa<i?mitof' a^ 
€;pcu. attempt to remove hiav %veral member^' Qjf cpiigre!^ 
"vvere eaga^eidin the business— y-sor^e of the M^ss^cb^uselts defer 
^ates— particularly. Mr- Samuel AdaEos* The axmy 'yi^ so'coi^ 
iident. of it^ and so ^r^gcd,/that perso-os were stjaiioae4 tj 
watch him as he approached the camp, oij. his f^fcuf^ -'^^^^ 
But he is con^monly possessed of good ioteilig^ncV* ^pi w.a^ 
careful to keep at a safe distance. H^id lia feiien intp,tlxc hangS 
jof the officers when- in that paroxism of res.eotmexit, ihey would 
probably have handled* ium so as tp have endangered hjf 
life,- and taruished their oxro honor.- 

The plan seems to have been thi3-—To engage the Massachu- 
setts assembly ?nd VirgimahQuse of burgess^ to give m^truct;!;. 
pns to tlieir deleg^-tes in co*igress, to move for an enxjuiryintp 
4lic causes of the ill success attending the campaign of 1776^ 
^nd then to contrive ^at such resolves should be given into, a^ 
-would either remov^ the vgeneral or produce his resignatioa. 
Meaa v^hile the names pf Gjat^s and Mi^ia were held up, an^ 
played off to ripen the measur-e. But the anonymous attempt up- 
4>n the governor -of Virginia was reprobated by him, and th^ 
Massach/usctts assembly was not, in a temper to ad^^jitpf the tri^ 
toensnare them. As to gencraJ$ Qates aixij MilSin, they liad^clcajp- 
ed themselves fromhavingany design of removing^thecommaiid^ 
in chiefs Xhe former has written to an intimate.correspQndej>t 
—"York-Town, 4th Apnl^. ;n78.- £>ear Sir, Last nigtit I re- 
-celved your affectionate letter .of the Ibth last; thatpf tiie 25tf} 
of February came to band a few days before. Your r^m^ks up- 
on the works and defences of your capital city .^I'e just; and J 
am convinced the town is lost ia ^ very-few liquid aftef they ,afle 
•.attacked. I have daily and weekly been. telling ypu^, ^d the 
otlier eastern delegates, th^ not only tlie metropolis, but tli^q 
whole coasts of New-JEn^and w^re* ia ipy opinion, the gran^d 
object of the enemy's resentment fpr the ensuing canipa,igf\ ; 
'they were a parcel pf blundering blockheads no.t tp rij^kethat 
their object tlie last year. I thjnk they might.tben have miitqd 
their whole force^ and have made a much more honorable^^nd 
of their summer's work than it pleased Heaven to give thein/ "I 
iind by your letters, that Boston, as weir as tbjs part of the 
continent, is infected by incendUiIes^ w]\o 'en^4vcr, by cve^ 
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ry villainous art, to impress a belief that general Mifilin and my-i. 
self, arc in a league with other designing and ambitious spirits, 
to supersede general Washington. Nothing can be more wick- 
ed, nothing more false, than this diabolical calumny. General 
Mifflin, to whom I made known the industry of his enemies and 
mine, and the tricks of thcir-emissaries, writes to you by this 
conveyance. You know his honor, Inerit and services to the 

fublic y you also know that whenever I have been caHed forthi 
have done my best for the establishment of independence and 
peace : Is it generous, therefore, that we two should be select- 
ed for a sacritice to a junto? For my part, I solemnly declare, 
I never was engaged in any phn or plot for the removal of ge- . 
neral Washington,* nor do 1 believe any such plot ever existed 

'—so help-me ^Yours mo^t truly/' 

You may credit Gates's not believing such plot ; but you must 
believe differently. The stile of general Mifflin's letter was — 

^'Dear Mr." A udiet alterem partem, I declare to you^, 

"with the greatest sincerity and solemnity, that I never formed a 
pla^ or a party to injure general Washington's command. I 
never desired to have any person whomsoever, take the com- 
mand of the American army from him ; nor have I said or done 
any thing of, or respecting him, which the public service did 
not i;equire ; and which I would not have said, with great free- 
dom to you, as his friend, and as a friend to American inde- 
pendency. I never aspired, in thought, to the conimand of the 
army j and always would have deprecated the idea as impropet 
and dangerous to myself and to America, had that idea occurred, 
which it never did to me — I hope to sec you before long — l 
most ardently wish it — and I pledge mySelf to you and my cou«J. 
try, that I oan and will justify my character of a patriot in aU 
joints* to your satisfaction." This disagreeable relation wifi 
finish with a paragraph from general Washington'^s letter d( 

March the 28th. " My caution to avoid every thing thdt 

could injure the service, prevented me from communicating, 
but to a very few of my friends, the intrigues of a faction which 
I know was formed against me, since it might serve to publish 
our internal dissentions ; but their own restless zeal to advance 
their views, has too clearly betrayed them, and made conceal- 
ment on my part fruitless." 

Let us pass on to another event, which has the appearance of 
being related to some plot. On Monday, January the 1 2th, the 
president laid before congress a packet containing blank papers, 

* When gcB. Gates'f Ictteri were examined by me, it his feat in yirginia, 
the latter end of zySx, there wai not a fingle paragraph to be met with, tfiit 
contained any iitimation of fab bcieg cobci road in fUch a plan. *■ 

which 
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which he received the day before from capt John Folger, whe^ 
was sent by the commissroners at Paris with dispatches to con* 
gress. Mr* Folger was ordered to be confined in close prison ; 
but in the beginning of May, the committee who were appointed 
to examine into his conduct reported, "^ That they have made 
as full an examination into that business as the evidence they 
were able to obtain would permit, and on the whole have no proof 
of any guilt in Mr. Folger \* whereupon the captain has been 
permitted to go home, and has had ail his expences paid him. 
The committee suspect there has been foul play somewhere. — 
They have taken off the seal from the packet, and sent it back 
to Paris, to be examined by the original impression, that they 
may see if the fraud canbe detected by that mean. What makefe 
the affair more mysterious, is, that the other dispatches brought, 
by the captain, contain(!d state papers directed for the late presi- 
dent Mr. Hancock, and had no appearan.ces of having been search- 
ed. Time must produce an explanation of this dark business; 
which has been rendered the more suspicious by the arrival of 

■Mr. Francey with a letter from Mr. Deane only^ dated Paris, 
September the lOth, n77, recommending him as Mr. Beaumar- 
chais* agent, and pressing the execution of the business which 
he came upon. The committee for foreign affairs, in their fir«t 
letter to the commissioners after his arrival, said, " We think it 
strange that theconimissionersdid notJ<?m/^/y writeby Mr. Fraor- 
cey, considering the very important designs of his coming over, 
viz. to settle the mode of payment for the past cargoes, sent by 
Roderique Hortalcs and comp. [alias Mr. Beaumarchais] aim 
to make contracts for future. It is certain that much eclaircisse- 
ment is, at this last moment, wanting.'* Mr. Francy from time 
to time sent to the committee of commere, letters upon the 
business with which h^ was intrusted, which were reported to 
congress for their consideration. After being before them once 
and again, Mr. Francey, as agent for Roderique Hortales and 
company, settled his contract with them, on the 8th of April. 
By tliat contract is was stipulated among other articles, that the 
costs of the several cargoes already shipped by the said company, 
were to be fairly stated at the current prices and usual mercan- 
tile charges in France, of the dates at which they where shipped. 
Let us for a while employ ourselves about military concerns. 
[Jan. 1. 1778.] Th^ condition of the army at Valley-forge, 
was far from being the most eligible or respectable : and in case 
the enemy had come out of Philadelphia, and made a general 

. push, would have been exceeding hazardous. Gen. Washing- 
ton was compelled by necessity to employ the troops in making 
seizures ^ which excited the greatest uneasiness imaginable 

among 
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«mongUi€ir best and warmest friends,. beside spreading di5a&e» 
tion among the people. He ever regrets being forced upon such 
a measure, and considers it among bis worst misfortunes ;. as it 
pot only occasions a dreadful alarm> but never fails, even in ve.- 
tern armies, under the most rigid and exact disciplince, to rake 
in the soldieiy a disposition oi licentiousness^, plunder and rolK 
jbery. The relief obtained was of no long, continuance; 

He thus described the distresses oi the army on the 16tb of 
February — " Ft>r some days past there has been little less then % 
famine in camp. Naked and starving as they are^ we cannot 
enough admire tlie incomparable patience and fidelity of the soT- 
diery, that they have not, ere this, been excited by their suffer- 
ing to a general mutiny and 4ispcision^ This is the second time 
in the present year, tliat we have been upon- the verge of a dis- 
solution for want of provision."" As to tlothing, ''^ he was con- 
Ainualiy tantaiized with accounts from all quarters, of the pio- 
digious-quantity that was purchased and forwarded for the :use 
of the army, while none reached them, or so badly sorted as t^ 
be totally useless. The poor soldier had a pair ot stockings gi- 
ven him without shoes, or a waistcoat without a coat or blanket 
to his back ; and thus he derived little benefit from what he re- 
ceived. Perhaps by mid-sunmierhe may receive thick stoekii^,, 
shoes and blankets, wliich he will contrive to get rid of in the 
most expeditious manner. In this way, by an eternal round <£ 
the most stupid management, the public treasure is expend^ed to 
no kind of purpose, while the men have beea left to perish hf 
inches with could and nakedness.^ 

Upon a full conviction that the salvation of the cause depended! 
on making piovision for the half-pay of the officers, the general 
communicated his thoughts to some of the congress inthefoltow- 
ing words — " With far tlie greatest part of mankind,, interest h 
the governing principle. Almost every man is more or less un- 
der its influence. Motives of public virtue may for a time, or 
in particular instances, actuate men to the observance' of a cot- 
duct purely disinterested ; but they are not of themselves suffici- 
ent to produce a persevering conformity, to the refined dictates- 
and obligations of social duty. We find it exemplified in -fee 
American ofiicers as well as in all other men, • At the cqi»- 
fnencement of the disjiute, in the first effusions of their zeal, and 
looking upon that service to be only temporary, they entered in- 
to it without paying any regard to pecuniary or selfish consid^ir- 
ations ; but finding its duration to be much longer than they >t 
first suspected, that instead of deriving any advantage from the 
hardships and dangers to which they were exposed, they on the 
contrary were losers by tfteirjatriotism,andiell far short <rf> 

competency 
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Cohipetcncy to supply their wants, they have gradually abated in 
their ardor ; and with naany an entire disinclination to the service 
vnder its present circumstances has taken plaice. "When an offi- 
cer's commission is valuable to him, and he fears to lose it, you 
«tiay then exact obedience from him. It is not indeed consistent 
\vith reason or justice, to expect that one set of men should make a 
sacrifice of property^ domestic ease and happiness, and encounter 
the rigors of the field, the perils'and vicissitudes of war^ to obtaiti 
those blessings which every citizen will enjoy in cominon with 
them> without sonie adequate compen^tion. It must also be a 
comfortless reflection to any man, that after he may have con- 
tributed to securing the lights of his country, by the risk of his 
life, and the ruin of his fortune, there will be no provision made 
(ot preventing himself and family from sinking into indigence 
and wretchedness. Nothing would serve more fully to re-^»ni- 
■inate tl>eir languishing zeal and iiKerest them thoroughly in tlie 
-service, than a half*pay and pensionary establishment." The ge- 
neral supported his interposition in behalf of the officers, by a 
second letter of April 21st — ^'* Men may ^ocuUte a» they will ; 
•they may talk of patriotism ; they may draw a few examples 
from ancient story of great atchievements performed by its in- 
fluenccj but whoever builds upon it, as a sufficient b^sis for con- 
ducting along aiKl Woody war, will ftnd himself deceived in the 
end. We mustt^ke the passions of men as nature has given them, 
4nd those principles as a guide which are generally the .rule of 
action. I do not mean to exclude altogether the idea of patri- 
otism. I know it exists, and I know it has done much in the pre- 
sent contest: but 1 will venture to assert, that a greataiid lasting 
war can never be supported on this principle alone. It must be 
aided by a prospect of interest or some reward. For a time it 
may of itself push men to action, to bear much, to encounter 
difficulties, but it-will not endure imassi^tcd by interest. With- 
but • arrogance, or the smallest deviation from truth, it may be 
said, that no history now extant, can furnish an instance of an 
army's suffering such uncommon hai^hipsas-ourshasdone>antf 
'bearing them with th^ same patien<^e and fortitude. To see 
linen without clothes to cover their nakedness, without bknkets 
-to lie on, without shoes, (so that their marches ftiight be traced 
hy the blood from their feet) and almost as often without provi- 
* sion as with^ marching through frost and snow, and atGtwrtStmas 
•Itekiiig up their winter quaj^ers withiu a day's march of ThS-eBe- 
•*ny, without a house or hut to *eover tl>em, tiH they could be 
I built, and submitting to it without a murmur, is a mark of pa- 
tience and obedience, which, in my opinion, can scafcc b^ pa-- 
%allel«d/* Within a week after, congress resolved tli^t iberfe 
• ' ' should 
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should te a provision of half-pay for the life of the officers.; but 
\then they further resolved, that nothing contained in the fore- 
.g6ing resolution shall be construed to extend to prevent the. U- 
jiited States from redeeming, at anytime, the half-pay of ^ufih 
officers as they judge proper, by paying them a sum equal. to six 
.years half-pay." But before these resol vejs were parsed* betweea 
two and three hundred officers had resigned their comii^sjoi^, 
reckoning from last August. 

i Gen. Washington being desirous of effecting an exchange of 
.prisoners,, wrote to.congress, on the 7tli of March— ** Xt maybe 
thought contrary to our interest to go into an exchange, as the 
;cnemy would derive more immediate advantage from it than 
we should : butonprinciplesofgenuine extensive policy, indepen- 
dent oi the consideration of compassion ^nd justice, we are under 
.an obligation not to elude it. An event of this ki;id is the j;e- 
■jjeral wish of the country. I know it to be the wish of the army, 
.and it must be the ardent wish of the uphappy sufferers themselves. 
^Should the exchange be deferred, till the terms of the last resplve 
.of congress on the .subject are fulfilled, it will be, dif^cult to 
.prevent our being generally accused with a br^^ch of good faith* 
.Speculative minds may consider all our professions as mere4)go. 
.fessions, or at beat, that interest and policy are. to be the only 
^arbiters of their validity. I cannot doubt that congress, ini. pre- 
servation of the public faith apd my personal honor, will remove 
'all impediments, that now oppose themselve?tomy en^ageroeots, 
-and will autliorisc me, thrpugh commissioners, to settle as ex- 
. tensive and competent a cartel as mfiy appear advantageous apd 
necessary, ajny resolutions heretofore to the contrary notwith- 
standing." Congress in a few days removed the impediment, by 
resolving that^be might proceed in the exchange of prisoners 
•.without waiting for the settlement and the discharge of their ac- 
counts ;,but no cartel has been agreed upon. Commissioners 
were appointed on both sid^s, and held several meetings, with- 
.out effecting the busirtess. This led congress to resolve, on the 
i^lst of April — " That congress are sincerely desirous o/ settling 
a-cartel for the excha^ige of prisoners, on principles of justice, 

. humanity, and niutual advantage, and agreeable to the cus- 
,tomary rules and practice of war among civilized nations, and 
. that they lament the obstacle? raised by gen. Howe and his^om- 
; missiouersduringtlienegpciations held.for thisdesirablegurpose.** 
, However, partial jexchanges of individuals have. tak^eij pl^e, 
land will be continued^ . When naajor Otho Williams was^€X« 
^jchanged„h§ sent a letter to American head-quarters, relating 

.how the prisoner^ had Men treated at New- York, and thea 
.*aidr— " Before I conclude, permit me \s> acknowledge U> you 
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a«d tlie world, tbat I am, much obliged to Daniel Chamier, esq.^ 
auditor general, for lending me money ; to doctor Richard Hud- 
dleston of the seventh British regiment, for several offices of* 
kindness to myself and other prisoners, and that I was treated 
in a. very courteous > genteel manner by major Ackland of the 
iwfntieth, for whom 1 was exchanged." 

In January congress concluded upon a winter's irruption into 

Canada, and appointed the marquis de la Fayette, generals Con-. 
way and Staik to conduct it. The two former repaired to Alba- 
ny, and were afterward joined by baron de Kalb. Butin a while, 
the expedition' was dropt, for want of men, money, clothings 
sldghs, :provisions and forage ;: and on the^^2d of April, Con- 
way requested leave to resign his commission, which was granted, 
BaroQ de Steuben, who arrived the beginning of December,^ 
with sundry letters of recommendation to. congress, and was de^- 
«iped by them to repair to gpn. Washington's quartern, soon suc-< 

.needed him as inspector general. The same day Conway's resig- 
nation was accepted, on the 2&th of April, Washington wrote 
totrongress — " 1 can be no longer silent as to the merits of baron 
d^,5teuben. I consider liim as an acquisition to the service, and 

. recommend him to the attention of congress.'* May the 5tb^ 
it was resolved, ** The congress approve, gen. Washington's 
pjan for the institution of a well organized inspectorship : That . 
©aron de Steuben be appointed to the office of inspectbr-gei^eral, 
with the rank and pay of major-general ; his pay to coaunence 
from the time he joined the army and entered into the service of 
the United States ; That there be two ranks of inspectors, under 
the direction of the inspector-general, the first to superintend 

• two or more brigades, and the other to be charged with the ia- 
spection of one brigade ; That general Washington be authori- 
zed to appoint such persons to be inspectors and brigade-inspec- 
tors fojr the main army, as he shall think best qualified to execute 
the several duties of those offices." The commander in chief 
and the baron being in perfect unison, the discipline of the arlny 
has been mightily improved, and the exercise of the battalions 
has becDrae uniform. In order to establish these points, the 
officers were formed into a body, and when completely exerci- 
sed and instructed, were put upon doing the like by their men* 
When the baron njanceuvred the battalions, the brigades, the 
divisions, or the army, he explained matters to the respective 
commanding officers, and taught them to understand the mean- 

- iii^g and intention of the various movementiS. The office of in- 

«pector*general was one of the regulations in view fpr the reform 

of the army, some time before Conways appointment ; and tl>e 

foreign officers who had no commissious, and no comman4s, 

\qU H. R r * ^»4 
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bbJ wbo were oCaUlity, were to-lwwbecii tWoc 
^rticufarly baton D^Arendt, with tfrbom theidea or igiwt^lg r^J 
The sultcrings t>f the anny for want of pwrfeiim, led'^ioiU 
gress to think at length of changing the coimnis^ury^fteMl^'Adf 
therefore directed the president to write to col.Jtremtaib'WaA^ 
worth of Connecticut, requesting his attendencc otl-«latliWurf 
.<*ohsequence. When informed of h» arrival, tbcf U f paij iicht 
♦oinmittee of four to confer with Inm, aiiid wiqatre ^^le^hmi^ltt 
would undertake the office of -commrssary^general of ^^pirohrt•i*. 
.The colonel was not a stranger to the nature of the bumMcSMiir 
.the way in which it was necessary to <:oitd«ct it, f&f tb^ifiiwt 
«f the army.. He considered the matte? ttiorOugMy '^ vhod- H^ 
own plan ; and informed the eommrttee ufon what tenm^iit 
.would undertake the conducting of that dcpa!ftmc»t< ftoio^llftl^ 
be would not recede. He would not be* tied up by auf-MsgcW. 
ting acts, but wtnild be left at liberty topwchiase ashe^WM-^fcUii 
After repeated conferences, ♦' Congress proiceeded to^Xkm^^A 
T»n of a commissary.general of purchases, and the b^ailolir b<i«|pBu 
licen Jeremiah Wadsworth, esq. was unamm<>uslyeIect!«l,**Otttte 
*dth of April. In five days more, upon the ]?0sanaptk>i¥(tf'tfaecMl> 
.'inderat^ of the report of the committee apfminted toacotiSMindQi 
bim, they rcsohed, ^Thatthecomnmsary-geiicTaiaifiUSdMiii 
have fvH poiver to appoint and remove eveiy KnHo&pm^iM^^ 
l^aitment r'^which wasfollewed byTariooso&er^»okilie«S}^Mi 
>cloS€d with one declaring, **^That ali fbrtncr t/d^iikxi^m ef.<3b#r 
^ess, relative to the department of the commtssary^gesanil^^' 
purchases, which interfere wttli tbe foregoing resohil»(iin^% 
•repealed.'* Thus they abanitoned that plan, wiuch /l^dMai 
their first commissaryigeneral, col. Joseph TrombuU* to <p^'life 
Apartment r and ia its operation^ bad ut^lj 4e$bt&f^ fMi 
jairmy. * - . ■■ -ji rf^rst, 

' Congress-began the year with auAoris&tg u ^ammbitetr tc^ttlr 
^vfery necessary measures for the immediate relief o£idiesfCkc^ftl- 
diers, and to report whether alteratioa in the medkad^ftepA* 
«ient might be requisites They soon after re(?omn:iewtod^ t#A 
ttergy otaH denominations in the middle destrict,to soHcit d i iii 
table donatioils^of woolens and linens, made and uofnaf^tyibe^iie 
iscrvice of the siek r many of whonv were lost fol" waatiiCtijpie 
articles. They also ordered doctor Shippen^ the dlrectorigaiwol 
<)f the hospitals, and ^doctor Rush, ph^Wian--genef2r^offtiHriiili- 
•die district, to attend them on the 26tkof Jamiwy. Jfe eo mmi liie 
of five upon their arrival was <?hosen tO S^nd fwr ^xsdtt^^ett 
tJiem and to >eport specially. The afttrnooft of tiie «lJi^«Bl 
the next morning, were spent mtlvat service. -A geft<Ae«»iiiw*ii 
X^M Wi bV}ti fengw Wh^t M»€i?d, motC^H^&t ^i^**-«^**aa€rtBt 
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Wack jpktux^i^f!^^ i^kQf: Ri^.pai»te4'T-b4it; by. a^Uccounu it, 
fMl;JA«.4>iir*. U i^ ^.Y^^ iiV|l^«ih^y, xQja-e(;tw>9» tti^t/bMildjngs; 
•iiMt«d&r.tte j>eli^f ^odc^i^feitof ib^sick j|n(iv>ioMti4ed, should 

bsfw&.p«id4ftC6dgre4( mi^Wjefe in t}i^,hQSjpit^l. Peculatioii. apd 

fitb«r$i.iWQinfltt*Wcdgc.iii«s<etbiag^ witiijc^ut a^t;b eerily prjivQQf^ 
•iFlicy «re focis toa well ^wtbpoticaujd-? . Aft^tli^r, ia, bi^ coi-, 
ffwpcndetic^, cxpreaseji: hi weii' thus upo» iwtte.tsr— ^^'fhe a^^/i 
iS£ W0riUise94U.m^$tiffiQ]rtthe€3ipen^^ oith^ ii^dical^^pavU 
soetitftiona^ aboarttww oa;lhxee yeaa*. Th^'Q:i§but (j^i:^ righl 
TigfatcTOfci: awiitery 4i^pii;aU apdith^t i^AkC piki jn^d^xuse gCbir 
4bc fiidtbii. amix« Th»t. would savg half 4 miUiQa ^ year. tp. thft 
lilMilmaKW And»w^is inQr^^ wo^ild p^ducc^q^fect s^ttsfactiqa 
windltappiQes^'^ . t>a,thc 3^bJ?r* Ra&b jceqwestcd leave; ta rd^ 
J|%«K which w»ace«ptedL:,.Congi-^s.,pa Xl^e ^b pf F.Cihrugry^ 
ii*fxic.taaaB«iinis r«^uliQa$ ujwjiaibe report of ^b^ fir^ cgmwi^ 
i«t^ Aa thc:bamt iegulali»g;tb€ J^ospi^Ia pf iliq llnit^^d Statjes4' 
i^QiLtbtii^StbLJ^. &M^sc^4.1^U^£ teomPviacetpa^ tp.g.ei]exs»i 
^ttmkifigtmr c«>«tiuning a W6ili atl^^ted fr€ttii}Qate from BQtlde^ 
- Ai OTt. ggUios;fegth»thi»titife wi^^te^^Upvycd the hpspiUl ^4^^:^UiU 
imsalieidUa 1» b*ve none o£ tbetqtialiti^j; ^ Madeira — tb^t npae 
.«d6thei>iiilienUuttdc4^4he ca]re9£Uie tignoi:^, ^t of yeai$on,pQqI^ 
lr3l^M wild.fpwUttnJc$&p«icb48Qd by tbem$elv«§) and tl>at jlarga 
^ni»ti ii tf ^. were ft^gciiascd by <he dh«ctQKTgene:T?l-r-that.tbie ^ 
#mi0r.tQ£i»^ tl>« bospitai bt^.(mice dmng; 9ix modes ipsid^iKeia 
«jBrthlQhfifn»thpug;li the utaiostdistrje^s^and motinl^ty prev^tedrrTf 
^tiMlt&osicituiver^tqoriDMck CFowdcd>^adw^te4 blaa{»^t^^but^ 
^r^wand other necessaries — ^that there died in the pkce two luin*- 
^Aeed/S^Wter 8 («i^ tenths of tbcmhy a putcid fcverc^jjglitin^th* 
JiASfts^) .within tbisee months* Dr. Uu^x qaoitiQoed ili^t Dc 
JSbimct^ m the height of the mortality, yctote to coogr^s^-^^fNa 
-iS^m tfaease pre^iauls inXhe Jiospitals,. vsery few die* and thchos^ 
^jpiUh attc in v^y |pood ordrr*'*^^ J^said-— 'V0iu::dicect04rrgaaeral 
^Wa^^emdi^^ inseUingbi^exjuai^tities of Madeira winc^browa 
^gtOjidnafaogafi^ icc^ .(which liad been tranapprted Xl^pugl:! thp 
^coMttbryiahospital-wagg^ma^anc) secmed.ashp^it^i sJtpt^s} uiidor 
-Ihtf- oamc of p-ivalfi propeity/*: Thi^aad another letter from tbf 
ddotttOTf iBTCte read, in congspess ti^e third of April, when ,a .coJSjf- 
tmttt]^ was appointed and directed t:o enquireinto: the iDharg.<;3 conr 
aiaiaedifitbe letters, against Dr. Shippen^^^p^ into, his condiu:it 
flKSfdirnctor^gcacral, and to report specially, to ^ougre^s. Jbc dV 
'WakaitiM^th^ m^y hy sickness, has been vejy,grteat ; ^nd ypk 
Wtt iftjily conceiye whence it \n as that no mpre o^^bc $ic)c Jri- 

covered. 
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covered^ The sickness of thcsoldiers, before going ^ the 1h*» 
piUls, was brought upon tbem^ot altogether through the wagHkf 
olF clothes or provision, bat of cleanliness in their iiutftjandiiti; 
the camp. Notwithstanding repe«rted positive OTdc« ^nyin'wigjr 
cleanliness, in some places of the camp the' stench was iirtotein 
jabJe, through the neglect or the wantof tneeessaries. ^.^'-^m 

It has been resolved that count PiUaski^hall raise ao^kamd 
the command of an independent -corps, to coi^tof '6S' hone^ 
and 200 foot; the horse to be armed with^ laneeSy. and thsNfooIr! 
equipped in the manner of light-infantry* ^ * ' --> '.r^: 

No mention has been yet made •of one captain l.e«r, off-tMti 
Iight-dragoons, a bold, enterprising young officer,^ho^i£.apBi9<M^ 
is like to make a considerable figure ; bat a resolve of ^ongNsiAi^ 
leads ua to notice him. By the 22d of November^ he«a:miia9i; 
little troop had taken a hundsed and two of the enemy psisoftii. 
crs. The whole tenor of his conduct during that canfpai^M' 
proved him to be brave and prudent. He rendered .essential sorax 
vice to his country, and acquired to iiimself and tfae^ corps be 
commanded, distinguished honor. The congress^ ^oirwse^ 
lii$ merit, have resolved, '^That capt. H. Lee be profoote4'^tai& 
tkt rank of major commandant ; that he be empc^Rr^red to ^]§^ 
xnent bis present corps, by enlistments, to tw<y troops, of kriwwy: 
to act as a separate corps. These enlistmeots^are notta^niad^ 
jEron^ among the prisoners. The commander in chief opposMr 
every thing of that kind, and has written— •** We have vAw»f^ 
Cjpmplained against Howe, and still do, forobliging orpermktipg;* 
tbr prisoners in bis bands to enlist, as an unwarcaatabler tptp^ 
cedure- The practice on our part, would jostify itiabim. I>bo*f 
. 3ieye no prisoners have ever been enlisted by 41s. I am^anre nooe- 
liave through ctunpulsion." But in the Massachusetts^ a number' 
of the convention troops, upon offering themselves, were jeofcist«»' 
cd,; which occasioned the general's writing, ^^ Burgoyneco^iki' 
hardly suggest a more eftectuai plan for plundering us ofsoroiuch: 
iQoney, reinforcing Mr. Howe with so many men, and .pieve^b« 
ing us from recruiting a certain number of regiments/' All Ac? 
British deserters sent on from this slate as recruits fortmctstgu^ 
roent, went off to the enemy by the end of Marchs andof^i^-^*! 
t«cbment of sixty of them, which maiched to join col. Hcnfcq?^ 
<jnly twelve or thirteen reached the camp. Part of tfaeiotteis 
made their escape, and the rest formed a plan for the saaactpso^ 
ppse, mutinied, and were thrown into prison. Tte^ c€aid»ct/ia£ 
enlisting the convention troops^ was sufficiently raoorttfyiog'p hnrt 
it was far more provoking to observe the backwardness afalhb 
states in furnishing the recruits that were .wanted. Instedd.«d&thb 
^i^njy's being reinforced with eight oivtenthousand-troiMBS^ 
'-scarcely joined by so many hundreds by the twelfth otAprii . 
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4tait vs change die siijjecty aod eonfifte ^rsclyes, for a tieneik' 
is»cc^zdicaMy to tte pfoceetSngs of congress, * > . - » . 

^©nthc I9tb-af January, they resolved: tograot a brevet x^f^ 
lieoc; c^Llo tiie chevalier cteMadtiit du^Ptussis^ as 4 reward ft^r • 
lus^sftpviees. Gen. Washingtoflf recomroeeded him i» a letter 
adding, **that"the gallant conduct of* this young getitleman at < 
BMAdywkre, Gernfiantow|i-/and.at PoitiMcrcer, {on the Dela- 
ware):- entitles iiim> to the particular notice of congte«s^:" that. 
bcr;nnade several judkious* alteration' in the works at Red-batUfc^ 
and showed great good cooduct during* the action in which tl>e 
I^eteid;9s were repulsed ;" and that "after die evacution was 
d^emiined oa he becaineihe means of saving s^nae valuable: 
aitiltery^ and stores, and cheesfuUy undertook as wluhteer the. 
bazbfdous operation of blowing up the magazine, &c. without-' 
apparatus iisualiy ^provided upon such occasions ;" and conclud- 
iig,'with-^" he possesses a degree of modesty not alwaysfoundt 
i»*meHwlio have performed 4>ritHant aetionsf.'* I . ^ - ; 

-^Turo days after, congress^ on the reportfrotn the board of wat*,*^ 
respecting thetreatnlent of the American prisoners^ in New-York- 
and Piiil^elphia, resolved among other Uiiiig8j>'Tl>at the aUow^^ 
awlce of two doHars a week to officers, who are prisoners of war f €► - 
tte^ United States do cea^ unless to tho^e officers who raay be;* • 
«*iteled»theretaby any ccaHract made on- or; before tbeii* tsapttv*^ 
ity ©r surrl?rtder; That, in return for permission giveir to pur-* 
diiese provisions of the American commissaries for the u^e^ of tb<f^ 
qttemy's prisoners, gen. Washington be directed to demaildof 
gem Howe liberty to purchase clothingia such places as nva.y b^** 
itfftler his power fot the* use of the^ American prisoners : Tiiat-* 
the comnrissary-general of pr-isoners and his.respective^eputies; 
-be»fourthwith directed to call in.all.the officer^ and privatesi)*e- 
longing to the^enemy/ and to/Confine them in such places, and 
order them to-be subsisted and treated in. such nfmnner as^shait^ 
eeadertheir situation similar, in all respects^ to that of the officer* 
Md'privat£S who arc prisoners with the (enemy ;'■ and that thfly^ 
. eohtmue this mode of treatment, till sucb time as a>changc of€0|i^ 
diict on-the part of the enemy shall induce congress^ or the com- 
HiandCT ill chief of the armies of- thfese states, -to give direct{^wi$- 
for a' different line of conduct on their part." = Ihis threat Q^ 
feCsliatron will have little effect upon the British commandflr:^- 
2fiidifc»o other consideration should prevent, thegencral humanii* 
if of tlj© people wouid-be a bar to its execution. That some dif-t 
^«cnt fncasures dqgiit to be adopted as- to the British officers^* 
than. wl»t are at present given into,- must be admitted upon ano*^ 
tber-accottnt ; for thev hav«. done much mischief to the Ameri-** 
;fiaa caus^. I>kitiiig their captivity, they have formed -co wc^^-^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



mmy ignorant -p^ofyte ; and (Hgfatened dielukew0m^airib«iii& 
iliMlDy tliekstomsof tiu!po«^et ofGTcat-firitam i ' . i. ^.is 

On the 27th of Feb. cmgiess resolved, ^ That vrtMUemiri 
bobitani of these stat^ 9l)ail/kill( or sebc, or lake any lofA < 
liseri or citix^ffB (hereof and coovej faifxi, her or :tfaeRr, M « 
place wUhifVthe poi^er of tke edemy, or sbati eater i«ta:« 
coetbinatioa for ttich pstpose, or attempt to^carr^ -^tbe 
to rxefCu€i^R/of had! asiisled ^r^shall assist tbef^ v*or< 
gmng kiteiligeilce, acting ^a ^uide^ orin aaf* other^ 
nrhaterer, aid the eneiDy iti the perpctlatioa thereof, he aMIrwiil 
ftr death by the judgmeiit of a court-naf dat, ss aitMtxkk; aaiajn 
jSA^nd ^y, rf the offeree be committed within sevantjcifttic^iaf 
Che bead-quarters of the grand or other drmie^ of tii^tadit«i^ 
where a genera) oflfeer commands ^'^ This^soiutioa kasbe«»^ 
^Ddueeid t^ show y^u what a stretch ^ of power congress^ 4«Qf# 
]^n guihy of. They have hereby ^ospencied mpankuiafs-OMiW 
the j^ic4al^mtb<H'ity of- the Massachusetts stalrv which i«^it 
the seat of war; and subjected certain critliinals to atrial iw^ 
eouh^^fifUrtial,^ iit^ead of leading thetn to (tie laors of tbeusMe» 
At l^>4d#nce'd^iierftl o!fe>er c^ntmbuds a small aim7,*mt>tlM 
^Mlafloe of ^lyforty^vemiies kom BDStoif. All bodies, of 4Mli 
fclOfMti posielsed'Of m elaiitiiiig poweit, ooght to be aaooiri^ 
waiehed)<6rfromgood<fr had intention^ they wtUtnoBgres^tk* 
limits of their coMtitUtioii^ #idKmt a real necessity. . ' I'-'J^ 

Major ^Mi Gr^tie^Was appointed on the «ecoad ^Hiar^ 
lt(ia»«tiMtifa0ter*genera^ ;hiii allowed to retain- hia rank:tit> tkemk 
my. Thfe- ne5lct d*y, (Jongrcss opon tlic rcfport of a comcnitli^ 
wiolved, ^ that tieut. gen* Burgoyne, on account of. ^i»illfsttt« 
of healt^^, have leave to embark for dtgfcuid ^r Rbo«b4akuirii 
or any' other exp^iticKis route^ with the ofteeis o& Ms Jmii^ 
Md setvants.^ fie k engaged by parole, ia case Hie eaobviiBfeft 
tion 6f rtie 60aventi6n troops is pcolMged^ beyond^t&etimtf^a^ 
irfehended, to retcfrn to America upon demamd and 4kie ttD ti < # 
«itcfn, ifid to re-ddivcr hiimelf into the power erf congress not 
tow regularly eychauged. ' . - ^ ^-;i*i: 

• <3ai^€$s have «iBt lost tfght -of the importance oflxAyiag^im 
McHrfh-^ftivef and tbepdsde^tn the Highlands well secdi^, Jo4af»^l# 
totider any sudden attempt upon-Albany by the aamein^ractkH^ 
bterf H^ Sir W. Ho^e, instead of going by sea toPhiladeliAa^ 
iMHiiiswhole fo#c6fbrthe ttaasfipring df theae, asge^* Washuigs 
toi tttongly suspected hewotf^cio) theiiidepemleney ofcjtto# 
»nkcd Sutt» must hav^ toUer ed 16 the vtry foundatjon^ ifv-^*- 
Mmt been completefy subverted. Whettier the plan of fiEMduiK| 
tliegraAd divefsiott so^rtbw^rd, ^iginatecKwiwv ibejfiwkt^ 

' * liimsel^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



«itde» Burgayiteta'9bift.£bf themselves, m case the reinfpix^^ 
ment from Europe tiiil!)^ acrive iii4me^ the fiubjiyg^tian of Ibe 
•Buotry ftiajr be entirely pn^y^^Bled. G«». Gates wa« <lireoCed, 
flodfiir 15tb of^pdl^'^lo repair foftbwiih ta £i:»h4ciU, and to* 
Ifioe #&c^€efmnand t^aU 1^ tjfoops ontliel^arth-River amliiMibe^ 
i|Gbok> northern department He wa&als^ tatake ef&Dlusii mesk^, 
miiea^io secure tbe commuiiicatioa betifoeii^xbc easte^ni>>aii4^ 
MUftora states, by nd^tAtaiaingilie poss^sdien^ ^ &e civcir; ami 
ibr>tli^p«t^ose was emfqmQicdXo pr^^mit^ gailics^ gun-^boate^ 
^ IN^'^af^ xhiebS) 43assoo3S^ and cbevanx^-Frise^ a4i4to«rett 
«iL|%ecessory foFtificationa. We^^Poisit ha&for some time beeit 
Inched upcMvas a proper spot; aod the tcoops j>ave befun, a«<i^ 
^4Cigoiog on to foitify it^ Wiea the works arc completed, ;i& 
wil bea>much ^stronger post thaa i^'ort MsntgonijeJi^y,^ and i»^ 
ki|^r U]»the river, and projects iato it* The soldiers^ vvhetbcc 
lEMiitiaiOrcontinentails,. wul aecordMig, tacus(&m» beempIo]imd,ii^ 
««i, them tiil^nisbed withoiat puttiog the st^^etijo any p^kicoJajr 
charge-for labor in erecting thcin^ . . * 

., > Coagrcs^ were expeeti»g that sonaethiog^f^^QUid turn up in Eo* 
fO^ favorable to AsaeriGa v and we^e con^paed intbeu^ exf^ot;;! 
aHiywij apo«i the ^-eceipt of .di-augbt of a bill £^. deeiaiiag A(^ 
UKentiaa of tbe Britisb parJiatnefit as. to Ifae exeisrlse oftl^i: 
l^l^rof ifopo6in$ taxes iui the Ameficans asalsathe drau^it o£» 
bin to enable tbekiag to appoint commissioners i¥ith< powers tok 
^pf^ consult and agrees upon die n)(eap&of qui^i^ c^rtabi. disor- 
4arwith the colonies. These drq^iightB 9ve^ se^t irom Pbila^j^i; 
jWjitogcn-Wj^shtngton who forwarded tbenHo?^orlfc-lx«»i, [A^ 
frilg!2»i c<3«gre6S^ooktheminC9COB€idera4:4on^ 4ttd^ obsepvinglba4 
{bQyJbad>becri industi-fously eiccaiated iaa parJtial and seci:ct inao^ 

Sr^ ordei^dthattliey shouldhefbcthwith prxfij^edfiortiie pubiiciiv^ 
flotation ; but at the same time tookxave to counteract theii* 4ii^ 
flucnce by the remarks tliey .published respecting them< They . 
4ikJared their belief, that the parliaoiexit ^ould cpn:fer on Ihent 
Ibe Qsoal sokf&nities of their iuw&and .tiieaobscirvied,^th^>upoii a^ 
sttpposition the matters contained in them. sboiUd cieally go mJ,-. 
lErtboBwtish statute b€K>k^ they woald serve Jo show,-i4i>aci^r 
^^9)ittt.<^f view, tiK weakness %nd wickedness of the ^nefiiyo ooi 
^ese they expatiated. This done th^^y saidr-^^-Mt appears^ eiri- 
4ei^ that the said billsire intendedto operate uppti'thelief es and 
i^i^ of the good pe<^tefofthesp*stalesisoa».^o create^divisiotift? 
«ltiottg thesii, and a defection. frotti. the common cayse v aod th^ 
jtflDf snrethc-«eqiielo£d)atinsidiou« plan* wbicii^i»m^di^$iQftbe> 
gMlfMtdtdownto.the pcescotttme; hsab iavidNred this cgm^fim 
(pomtk^naodbloodsh^" Cong^ss^^wentontQf^^oiioiriicArfiNt: 
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if anjr sn^n or body of men presume to make any se{K|i»^.<^ j^« 

tial cdnvention or agreement with the British .comaussiOQ^|iy 

:they ought to be considered and treated as open and avowed^ewe- 

. jnies of the United States*^ They declared, " That these Ui^^d 

States cannot with propriety hold any copforcncc ot treaty jf^i 

: any commissioners on the part of Great- Britain unless ^\^.y sb^ 

I as a prelimbary thereto either, withdraw their fleet* ^nd '4^a^i§^, 

cs els^ in positive and express terms acknowledge the ind^|K^ 

dence of the said states/' They then, from an apprebeo^ii^ 

, that it is the design of the enemy to lull them into a fata) ^&ojm^ 

. ty, call upon the states to use tlie most strenuous exejji^^^ 

* liave their respective quotas of continental tropps in th^ field^ps 
soon as possible, and to hold all their militia in readiness J^x^t 

*as occasion may require. The congress at this period ,ha4lfto 
knowledge of a treaty's having been, entered. into by Fcance wijh 

, their coitimissioners ; but they conjectured that tlw'C would hfta 
rupture in Europe between the Frencli and, British natiop^.;,^ 

. to avail themselves of the occasion, and .d<etach the torms^fti^ 
the enemy, they the next day recommended to. the states thef^lif- 
fering of pardon, .under the restrictions that miglU be thoi^t 

\ e^^dient, to such of their inhabitants or subjects who had ieiv- 
ed war against, them, or had adhered to the enemy, 9S,,$bigii|)4 

-. suia:endcr the^iselves- to any civil or military 0fficer.0faa3f.tf 

, the states, oc return to the state they.belonged to before- the iijih 
of next June. . The arrival of the conciliatory biilsatNcw^YQ^k 

. and Philadelphia^ excited equal astonishment and indigna^ti^jn 
tl^ royal forces. These thought their personal honor woimih^^^ 

, the recantation now made of all that high language mi4 tce^- 
ment, which they had been accustomed to hold or taoife tViJe 
Americans. The disappointment was riie greater, as th#^s 
were the substitute to a reinforcement of twenty thousand mf^9 
which they had expected. But the feelings of the i^iuu^eo^is 
body of American refuv;ees is not to be described. , ^ ^ 

A committee of congress was appointed on the 1st of Jifaf ^ 

. ** to inquire into the l^ws and customs of nations re^ectii^ a^||> 
trality and to report whether the conduct of the king of J^otfii- 

. g^l in forbidding, the vessels of the United States to eatej{dls$ 

• points aqd ordering those already there to depart at a slHj^'t,4^ 
is not a breach of the laws of neutrality , and will not justify igp 
of hostility against the subjects of the ^aid kingdom." .QlbtiiK 
third, during the., Sunday's adjournmen4 Mr. Sime.on,;Pf ||r, 
brother to SUas Deane, esq. arrived express from Fji'anc%iji)|||i 
.sundry important dispatches, whereupon congress wasc.Qnv^eMfiy 

rand the dispatches opened .and read, ai^ong which, .to, tt^Mllh 
twceiyabl^joy, wereatrcaty of coaimi«rcfi R^datrie^ty.QfayiaMf, 
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1iRiOCi7^4 lB*E«[CAN;Rt;VOlXJtI©N, ^ 

f0iCl«dedt^ecnitTS mostChristiaflniajesty the 'king of France 
-suad the United States of America, I'he treaties were duly 
, Wc%hed and considered separately the next day, and upon each. 
it was unanifnosiy resolved, " That the saige beand is hereby ra- 
tified," There was an act separate and secret in the following 

* fernas-*— ^♦'The most Christian king declares, in consequence of 
^•intimate union which subsists between him arid the king of 
%i^aiti, that in concluding with the United States of Ao^rica 

'^irtreaty of amity and coitimcrcC;, and that of eventual and ^e- 
-^nsive alliance^ his majesty hath intended and intends to reserve 

* «i^ressly, and he reserves by this present separate and secret^t 
ta-his said Calhplic majesty, the power of acceding to the said 

* fteaities, and to participate in their stipulations at such time as he 
'^haU judge proper. — It being well understood nevertheless, that 

-'^if any of the stipulations of the said treaties are not agreeable ta 
*^Uw? king pf Spain, his Catholip majesty may propose bthercon- 
"-miom analagous. to the principle aim of the alliance, and con- 
^ibjrmable to 3ie rules of equality, reciprocity and friendship.'* 
^his act beingduly weighed, it was resolved unanimousflyj "That 
"^ same be and is hereby ratified." I'he next resolution was^ 
■ ^-I'hat this cojtygi^ss ejjtertain the highest sense of the magna- 
;*iteity and wisdom of his most Christian majesty, so strongly ex- 
-t/tipfified in the treaty of amity and commerce, and the treaty of 
^^Uiance ;'and the coramisioners representing these states, at the 
-<?IN^ of France, aredirected to present the grateful acknowledge- 
' fients^f this congress to his most Christian naajesty, for his truly 
•TOagAjmimous conduct rejecting these states, in the said gene- 
ijous and disinterested treaties, and toasisure his majesty, on tlie 

?art of tliis congress, it is sincerely wished that the friendship so 
appily commenced between France and these United States 
-^aay>e perpetual" Qn the 5th they resolved, " That the com^ 
flOttsii^ers beinsU-ucted to inform the court of France, that al- 
though <x)ngress have readily ratified the treaties and the aet se- 
.fMffate and secret; yet from a sincere desire of Tendering the 
#ieadship and alliance so happily begun, permament and perpet-* 
iiftIV and being apprehensive that differences may; arise from the 
^^tk and 12th articles in the tieaty of amity and commerce, coh- 
•g>es§ai;e desirous that the said articles may be utterly expunged/* 
^Mr. Lee was against admitting these articles, and assigtied hid 
^Wlmms to Messrs. Franklin and Dcane on the 30th of January ; 
'^IMiio <Mi the first of February wrote to"Mr. Gerard, that they Qon-* 
^IHred in desiring that the same might be omitted, notwithstand-> 
f.'irhichthey were retained. You will not expect me to dcli- 
j the inexpressible satisfaction that the report of these treaties 
id tfarouffb theU«ite4States, The ptople wei;iB.ia raptui-oi^ 
by^-lL ' 3 s The 
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121 l^'Hll^tORY <J> ¥h* WTB/irIk 

The several Wigades o/thfe'a¥my, hj gen. Washington^ «>»&9li 
assembled in tli€ motning ofthe 6tli, whcrt their chaplaWtfe ^ce^ 
inarticated the ihtelligencfe,oflt;i?cd up athknk»givirtg, a*l4^*®. 
Tered a discourse suit^le t6 ^t 6ccksiOtt. Tliky ^rere then l^rfb* 
ed into two Unes, whcfn thirteen cannon ^erii discharge*^" 'it 
ihe' firing of ttre last, a running fire oCmfsmtry began OB*^Sie 
right and continued through the whole front line ; 'it"wa«^fiM?i 
taken up dn the left of the second line, and conliniici Wtflie 
right. A signal was given and the whole army huzKnetl,^^ 
•* Long live the king of France.'* The artillery <fireid ^ beftMi» 
which was succeec&d by a second general diiK^liarge •*>f-Airilfc 
Aiu^etry in a running fire, and by a " Long live theHi^^ 
Kuropean powers*'* The military ceremony was reitered,™^ 
Closed with a huzza " for the American states." TttelieBi^. 
der ofthedaypa^edawayin universe joy ^and^larfnessl 'ISitSf 
American will soon' have, froin the puWication-ofthCHreaifei, 
an opportijiiity of icarning their contents ; to^ai^'WhBfee olfai lS U 
fiave recommefnded to all, •* toconsider the subjee^^hi^tiit^t 

"Chrktian majesty as their brethren aiid allies, amtt^feehn^reto- 

'wrard them with the friendship and at4entioii<kie to the ¥ubjH!^ 
«f a great prince, who with the highest magna«iiaSty^ild wfed^^i 
kath treated with these United States oh termsof ^rfect ^ijuiltj' 
and piutiial advantage, thereby rendering Irfmsdf the jf^oiestoc 
ef the r^hts of mankind.** - • . . 'r 

' - The tohgrcss.'^after receiving (he'trfeati€s,liaa a stronger ferf- 
wg of then: own importance than before, atid resolved,*^ Tfcftit 
Ae commissioners Appointed' for fhc^oorts of Spain, TuScoiIfy 
Vienna and Berlin, should live in «uch stile and maiftier «t idieir 
rtspectivc courts as they may find stVitablc and necessary ^M|i« 
port the^ignity ot tlieir ptiblk character.*** They elected ttripk 
Izard, escj. corainissioncr for the -court of Tuscany; oad Wtl- 
Ham I.«e, esq. for thecomts of Berlin and Vienna^' Ofr'(i«t4tti 
of May they agreed iO a draught of** An addre» t(y thcf^ilihaln^ 
tents of the Onited States of America." In it Iheyreeaf^ldaie 
In a masterly and aifecting i»anner, the occurrence* a%M «ftH!e of 

' the-thrce preceding years* Tiieir language is calciik^d fo^cJte 
^nd lead tlie pasriows captive at -pleasure. When *e^ cdAi^ 
the French treaties they say— " Yoiihave ^11 to expee^^«rt6*» 
yere confiict. Your foreign alliances, thbugh-tiiey'sec**^^ yo^r 
independencev t»nnot 'secure your country frona^d^^^olftti<«l; yite 
Habitations ^om |)lundef, your wives front insult oi'vfetatfil^ 
ifor your childrert^orabuldiery. Foiled inrthe^rindplettetigli^ 
you mustcxpect to feelthe rage of disappointed anibHiOtli "SmUt 
ffien I tojour tents ! and gird you for battle. It is ^tiifte. to*fia« 
^headlong current^wngj^aflce iipon th« h€9d of ^ 4estroj^ 
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jfe Tjiey Ji»y€? 8Uc4 up die mfa&^ye (rftheiif ^bcfn^aatipu^^ 34i4 

5ke frwiitHfiu^.WMi 4vt)pffom the Upe. AUhougb much ia dc^^^ 

4j!B^ijqft^]^,rgna^y35:,ta 4p. E;Xpect not pea^^ \v,hik ^njf cprtio- 

^ A»«f ^*ca i$ in possession of youu foes.^You nau^t drive tbeia 

jftTOjf5#«m tbfe l^ijid-olprOiali^Ci ^l^r\i flowing in<lfee<^ with milk 

i^.bpJ|?yt . Yom .I«et^€a. at t^ie. exlrenaitie^a of the ^outijiortj 

j^jfgftdg^ implw€.y©^r friendship. ^i\d. p^ptfictiop^. It ia voiir iuty 

^.gf^^tfeciircqw^BSt. .They htii\g€Jr fbnd thirst ^fter literty. Bn 

•itl^m.to dispense to^ th^m tbr hcavet^jy gif^ And what is tlieoc 

^^ll^^p-^'^veftt it V* They afterward hK>ld ^p tq their view^ tbe 

^HHM^ frf. a ii'^ commerce N^ith fvejry fwt.Qf the,^ai;Ui, imm 

ifi^:m^k^rHi\\tm iw^aJI tb^ Jo§se& they l^ave susktaincd;. tb« 

j^l tide of wealth, to flow in upon thrir sbo-ros,, free from iha 

.#fti<i^yinapoaitioijsK)ftl^o€ie whose i interest s^ who^dcclar^ 

^9§|i^ it is to chetk tl^ir growth i ^nA the nowiirislxuig and 

J ^ 9§^m f ^{ ttneir interests hy.gpvciiirpfHt> whos^ power. will 

.i^iJmvfHJ^^^im their gr?;^t ;. ani that will therefore, be ,ol^ged; 

;lwrti» M*flucii€^ of cogent nece^ity, to ex-en k in the'^ favor; 

^likej etese-with-^^'ltis.tpabtaiQ.|li«fse thiogs .tl^ijtwe eaUAr 

:jr«j*P-,3t3NequQ«s^ HftBemitte^ e^ierti^^^a. . Yet d^rnert bdicvcthat 

^muxh^^ j>cpp* or 'Can bevS^v^ed wej^ly by your own strength, 

^BctsiJt is by^.^ssistapce pf H^?iveft;- ae^ltbis you awist^sa* 

tdkw^ly cttmvate by act^ wbij:;li5<Heavea ^proveau Thus shgii 

the power and ha«pmes& of Uiese.spvereigji^^fre^ aBdi^depeii^^ 

^ WfA «MdS« feiiodea on ^be victue of \\xch ci^zens, increase^ cxtieod 

>^wd «dure» iwity the Almighty aha^L bjoj^ out ait tbe^oipires of 

^ ^he earth*.'*^ That thi» aimmated,. but in sono^ instaQces» cxtist* 

-jvaga^ ad^be$s> mugbtha^e its^ full ope^atipiu and ^ this.u^m^ 

. tffXlent^ they reconvne^ded to mi^istecsol' the go^l pf ail de<» 

e*SQminatioE»^ the reading, or c^uaang of it to be re^d iiumediatcly 

. 4*ftcr divine s^iskc^ to the iobabit^nta of thr .tinted States, in 

^.I^M reqfcectiye Qburcbea^and cliapcj?^ 3nd othpr places of reli* 

- Aous worship* A we^ after, tliey Ke$un*Bd tbcsubjectof ntaik- 
'^Mq^w allowance to officers s^er tlij^ wai:» an4 thpn rehired uiuu 
f nioiQUSityv f ^ Ti>at all military ofi^rs conuoi^ioned by congress^ 
rn4^ pow ^e or hereafter may be in the.serTJpe.of the United 
n$tfi^^ aad shall xontinuc therein during ibe war,, and iiot hold 

- sny office of profit uadei- these states, or aay of theno,. sbaU^ 
* infer tbe>i?QwUi9ioa of the wgr, be entitled to ceceive anmally,. 
'xSof the. teim joistv^n years,, if they live so U>ngr one.haJf .of 
gilht: pri5s«nt pay of. sttdh. officersv; provided tliat no general oSk^ 
^^^^ the fi^valry, artillery or.infantry» sliall be entitled tp re-i 
si^ye more than {he one half part of thepay pf acolonel of sudi 
ijltflrpf ^wmd provided Uii^'t tliis resoiuiion sh^U not eoctcnd. 'to ai|y 
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«f&er,. niiless he sli^l bave^afeeil » oaft of aH^nce t6$ SfiMN 
timtt actuaUy v€$iie wkhin some on«oi the United S«atet/^ - ' 

AU later proce^dixig»ofcoBpes&iaiisl'te4€ferr«di»tt'aao&dt^ 
opportunity. ^ ' ' ' ^'*** 

05 April &e t\r«Dty.gftfa:, ibe Massadresef^assemMf aa#«^ 
letter to congress^ giving the res»<M^ why they rcfiraitte^^fhiii^ 
passing the regulating actr vkv (heir apprchensioas-tfortifee^ul*? 
2100 be earned into execirtioft^ and that it would be atteiftfa^' 
with the most faUl conpe^uwices* Th^ have passed a» t ^t* 
for prescribing aad establishing an oMh of ndelky suid aUjegbncseV* 
Persons reusing it, are Co be sent off by order of cflmneil,^wMlw 
in forty days ^tcf such refusal^ to some port ift the doaai^ioail^df^ 
|he kingdom of Great-BntaiSi ^ » ^ 

Ihe declaration of independence made it neceMBry ftpiJier* 
South-CaroiMiians to new model their temporal^ fert» w^ofetmii'^ 
mcnt. I he inhabitants, instead of choosiftg delegailc*to»eetf 
in convention, for that business, entrusted dieiF repr*&so«taMveii«^ 
wit^ it ; and the elections in every part of the st^Cj #ei?» l&oH^ 
ducted on the idea that the meaMiers chosen, ox^e? a«d.abOT«rv 
the ordinary powers of legislators, should have tbatof ftami«^3^cr 
uow constitution. Thus. authoriscd,r in January, llll^tbtty^oiii*?* 
tered upon tiie busisness. . They did not proceed to gwc?*'ftiri»^ 
sanction to their deiiberatbns ; but the model they had agreed^ j^ 
was printed in the iotm of a bm, and submitted tothe^ exak^>i»«»''i 
tion of the people at large for the space of « year. Such w^ tH«r * 
prevailing ^probatioH| that when it came befofe the legifibrtxirtit'^ 
the general assembly and legislative cowneil proceede'd-in Mardi^ 
ma, to give it a hrta\ sanction in the form of aJaWy and p^- 
senteditto president Rutledge for his assents He- refused pcas-^^ 
ingit^and gave his reasons in a speech addressed to both houses n^ 
iHe urged the oath he had taken to presider according (o tbeeoiKU 
. stitution agreed to by the representatives ia 1776 ; that the biU ^^ 
ofSsred to him annihilated one branch of the legislature; ^ni§M 
transfenred the rtghtof electing another branch framthe^gertftal *^ 
assembly of the people^and that nothing appeared ckarer tc^hiaBl^ 
thm that theyh^ not lawful power to do so^ He observed tbtr^ 
the good of the people being the end^of govemnient, thatus f^or • 
best form under which they are hapf»est ; and that they are tis«>i? 
fittest judges of what will be most productive of thek kappinessit^ 
He. surmised that "The people preferred a- compound or mf«4:4 
ed governmentto a simple democracy, or one verging toward*ttJ * 
perhaps because, however unexceptionable democralio pGtwtF*^ 
may appeal* at the first view, its effects have been found arbitrary^ 
severe and destructive-" ♦* Certainitis,'' said hey^ "tkwit^ysminf 
wh«cb| in tbeory halve been much admired^ xm tri^^ive- ntii 

MKrceeded> 
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^MeaBe^ki^^ and th^ jm^jrets an^ experiments rcWtftr^' t<i gcC:^ 
^^roirieaty aic of all schemes the most dangerous armi fetaL**' 
He coHdttded his address with te$ignmg the office of president 
and* comiDander m chief, into their hands, and requesting^ them 
-t# accept' ity and elect some person in his stead* A majoritjrof 
theipSiifir^es were in favor of the honorable 'Arthur Middkton^ ^ 
-but hehad-his'difficukies as to passing the bill, and declined the 
'Oi^i^ Thehonorahte Rawlins Lowndes w&s soon after €\ttt^ 
€|[y and on tfie 19fh of March gave his assent to the bill con- 
likiing^thencwcoifstittition.*^ < 

Smie weeks before this law was passed the Raifdo^h frigate, 
^^e^-gunsand 305 men, comanded by captain Biddie, sailed on 
a cruise from Charleston. The Yarmouth, of 64 guns, discoi- 
v»ed her and fiv«e other vessels inr tile evening of tlie 7th of 
MjKidi, arid came up with her by nine o'ciock at night. Captain ^ 
^¥i«e«nt hm^edher to hoist colours, or he wouW lire into her, oit 
i«#9ch ihc hoisted American, and. immediately gave the Yar- 
moirth her broad side, which was returned, and in aboiit a quar- 
tfi»i»f sn heur slie blew op. Four men were saved upon a piece 
o^her wreck, and subsisted for five days upon nothing mort 
4lu»^ rain' water, which they sucked from a piiece of blanket thef 
b#ii fioked ap; On the fifth,' the Yarmotilh being in chace of ' 
a i^ip, happily discovered them waving; the captain humanely 
suspended the chace, hauled up to tlie wreck, got a boat out, 
a«id brought them on board. f rhree days before this, the AU 
ir^-fiigate, of 20 uinepounders, was taken by the Artadfte and 
C^te^; The Americans have also lost the Virginia frigate. ' 
• Th^ Grew of an American privateer, in the night of the 27lh 
oC^^smuarjs took the fort of New- Providence; being joined by- 
a HiHBber of Americans In the place. They continued two days 
in possesfiSon of it, during which time they made themseiVes 
mlfcsters of a ship of 16guns, that was repairing some damage 
siAtained by running oir a reef of rocks. 1 hey hkeWise possess** ^ 
cd^tlieaiselves of five prizes that had been sent in by a Tetter of 
anv^e. The letter of marque returned, prepare^d to attack; 
aoxi^ot very near the privateer, when sht cut her cables and sail* ^ 
cdf^,^ having about half an hour before sent away the slnp and ' 
tbvttO of the prites, ^nd set fire to the other two. 
. Captain James WilHilg,- in the setvice of the United States, 
arrived with a detachment of men from Fort Pitt, at the Notches} 
« ^ili^wsettlemcnt in- West-Florida, on the eveHingof^thel9t^ * 
of^Fdwruai-yij; andthe next mining early sent out su»dry parties; 

r^ i' . - * ' who 
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yrbo almost at on^ aod tb^.saoi^ timer m^t 6ie iiifeii\iptia>^.ypt^ 
softcrs of vvar on their parole^ TUe coioura of the ymjl£ii iSf^l^ 
beiflg hoisted, an4 ^c co^ntiy taken posfie&sum Qf ift thgr iippi^ 
the ifthabitaiUs. fe^ipg the coofiscation of tlieir pjfopcrty, wi»Mt< 
op captain Willing, to propose terms of accoouBQ4wo9,.^^9^H^ 
J^ readity agreed- Tiiey are not to J.iU^^ up asp^ f^ioi&^.iAr 
Uaited States, pr t^ assist their ea^mies ; but ^rp fo ipWtr^'^ 
Strict neutrality^ . During iru<;b neutrality, t|ieir:pef$o§B,..|l^r^ 
>fid ortik^r property, of. what kind soever^ a?« to 5em%i» ^^ ^^ 
immokstcd ; but the property of all puJ)Jic o%^rs of tl^e IkH^^ 
Qvown'is excepted) as also the j^operty of a)l British^ vj^^iipir 
aot fesidents in tjie districts The agreement was sigped byati^ 
diekgates from the people a^d their associates, Qtit^^o^^ gtw% 
and by the captain oa^theother^ the 21st of FebrusMry^* •, . , j 
; Since fjic earUest leturi^ of §pvifflg» a su^cewion ojf det^c^ 
jacients fr^nji gen^ Howe's army^ having ranged th^pourtS"*? ff(F 
jnskfiy miles round Philadelphia and in the Jerseys, cfcu^yjtl^ 
open tlie communication for bringing in supplie^^ ^4 ^ f^0Ufft9t 
i<^ag€^ They have b^^i? pc«ttY s^iccpsg^uk . Coj..t}apd>iWt«ii*' 
H^ff^ttQCQl Mi^whood, chai^d his troops i)9t poly ^li^^il(«a]MK 
4|4«H:tQrs«. ^t faiu^cbeiiUi^ th^ An>eificapi^ w^ l)a^ jHUQi^^^jf^M 
prkonfrs, and ^yonetU^g, on the 2ist, qf Mar^h^ it^ ^imt 
^t\^ mm^T, m coU bhjod, tma who- were l^ken by siifprfe% 
>yheii th^y neither co^ld fsor did attemfrt tx>a^kC'^yj£^^^/im^. 
ao^^orae of whom were sot jghti^g m^., Tiit su^cess^ §m^ 
yrise pf a party of Amctican^i co^tisg {E>f gomq- h«ikiiid4 
posted about seveo^teea miios^oni \toe city, took p^ce 5m itb^ 
4th of |4ay, Qn the 7th, thq second battali^wi c^f ^r^isfe £gb|^ 
infantry, infUn-b^ts, attended by three gaUies and p^er^^jljl 
]^oat£^ fli'pc^eded. up the D^tawace^ in order to d^^str^JT ^^ 
American ships ^nd vess^els lying in th^^ nHf^t^k^v^^m PMMdr 
phia 9gd Tr^nlon, They knded ib^s nf yt marnpig, ^An^tm^ 
top^d BordeotoWQ; jdro^e the Aaaeuciiii^ tb^oppo$f4ctb^R^ - 
^jKHered the tQW9». aod>urptfpur ^tore^io^ses <:oataifWg pro»iW 
$ioiis,.tolovacco, scwe.H^t^ry storey ^nd ca$np equipage, . wW 
ccHtfOrv beingi»larmed iipd a strong bpdy coUected,^ the bi^tta^fH 
ilfts^ed to the Peansyjya^ii^ ^Nr^e. . The neact day they f^smmi 
thmr operation^, and 4t si^-sei embanked and r^m^ to^ Vkb 
ladelphja. While upon ^eir expedition thc^y bttr^ t^Wrfrigitfga^ 
pse of 32 gw>§, the other of 2*— *iiie l^xgd sJuf^-r-thn^ pviv% 
leer sloops of J:€^un3 each— tbre* of 10— iiwefity-^tbree biif%^ 
with* nuoaber cif jlopps ^nd sphpooei** Two of the ah%ti^ki^ 
loaded with tobacco, runiand military stores, r.. j> 

Thus ends, most probaWy^ th^btstoryt>f general How^^oi^ 
iwjes' in }torU*-Americaif ior^ ik Henry Ciin^fei^ twv^l;^* 

vtif- Philadelpliia 
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I«yterpl?fa'oft tHe'«(h ^f^ay,^^ the former; wlio^iH 

^l§ijfiHreten^fl toKJredt-Biitain. ' 

<*-^q[?jie* British ofSeers to ciq^T^-ttieiir es\cem for Sir WiHiah^ 
IW^^; jf)t^red ^-magiiifeenC entertaimnent with Hvhich io 
^i*ee hfe dfef)artuipe'fot Great Britaifi.v It consi^ed of a variety 
^f^afftt^ <jn iarid^tia #at^r ; ^Kras trailed tiie Mi^chianza ; a'nd 
%fi'^te^ eh Mofiday the 18fli of May. !t Was bdeed ftjagni- 
IK^iit, -feegaitat four in tlie afternoon, ^nd conceded at tour 
Use afext ii4ornmg. ^heie was af grand «nd bcfautiful exiiibitron 
%f fiif^ '*w"oi4ts ; toNvajd the concSusion of wtiidh, ^ trtufhphal arch 
l*fee*«*d g!oric>«sly iHumitated, with Fame bfowirtg from hcr 
Wnrtii^ in Tellers ^f light— ^'-riiyfaorels ^^tA\ never fade.^— 
3%fe {jfedk^iow would fee iriore likely to receive 'a fi/ffilmehfc, 
&ad the iHiHtary atchievements of ihc genera! been -moreaiisw^- 
j^e Io tJie tforcehc*has Gommanded againsfthc Americans. The 
Ahrertcati <^B5cers -planiied a diflerent ^tVttainmcnt-for iTim ; 
♦hS^-had proved fatal t^ themselves, btit fotthc oversight of 
ii#e«rltteh generaK - . : , 

*?4llurquisoe fa Fayette, with a se*e<^t'corp5 of about bioO men 
p^^md file, crossed the Schuyiteill, ^d proceeded tb- take post 
Wfefl^oh-hiU, about tweive^iiriles in fro^tof the army at 'VaU 
IMjfSColge. He 'planned his pickets «nd videttes, and«ent m\t 
^i)ttf^e§6ii M the roads by which it was probable the enemy 
^^Idtrtd^pproach him. About two tniies .on iii^ Jcft- v^as White- 
*iislk-sh, where a number of roads form a junction. The ftrai-qtw 
^rusted th^ guard of these roads tfl some mjfeia, whom he 
^l^d^red there> but who never went. A tjufaker inferring frorfi 
ito^;*iiafquis' directing him to provide lodgings for the night, 
feiif^e intended rero^ing tli€pe,'«mt information of it to 
Iffie lenemy, who by their spies having obtained iotelligeoce of 
;]S'e ittarquis* situatien, formed an instantaneous design of sur- 
^e^Hsihghim. For thatpurpose, on the niglit of May the 19th, 
general Grant m^hed Okit of^Phikdelp hia- wkk full 7000 men* 
tint} a number of cannon. By taking tlie Frankfort road, and 
trfdssing the country through the old York road and White-nKirsh 
Ae#€Xt m<)rai*g he -ente^^d^he road on which tfie marquis was 
Usid^^ two miles in his rear, at Plymouth meeting-house. Ffom 
•#iSipiaeeto Matson's-ford on the Schuj^SliH b abo^t'<>sieMm!e 
tind ^ quarter, the only ford by which the marcjuis could elfecj; 
♦Ipkreat and ^out tWo mites from BaFron-^hSli church. -Othpr 
iSr^Gf^ wete adVafticing to tatee ttie marquis -in fixiht, ahd to cb^ 
^fip&tsS^ With 'gen. 'Grant ; who instead of hastening to and -se- 
curing the ford, march ed*ih>wrt toWavd the marquis on thd ^iTiFiim 
•Wttdy by-whiohnieatis thelett«*g^i«ed'!ittelligent»eof4he ©thei's 
%ei^f ill fei»f«e^. '. The toai^iis happily j[>y an^stanft- deci<l^ 
^iHo ' ' jfti-eated 
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jetrealed by the road Ieadio|^ from BftrrM^biH cbtfreh 4cr^hWfc 
stmVford, and had nearly e^cted his retreat over the Sebvtj^ 
luU before the enemy were sensible of their «rror< .They Am 
doubled their pace to come up with his rear ; bnthk retrea&^db 
so handsome and timely, that the troops were all .cnosse^^ftii 

^formed before they 4:ould come near the ford in <arce, -4iii 
whole loss was no more than nine men. The A-naericagt aiia ; 
had early information of the marquis' danger, and were fa>gMft 

- ^xiety about him^ They began firing some of their hcafvte^irt^ 
tillery, hoping as die wind being iair, the'sound woMh^ieatiL 
veyed to tiie enemv in such a manner as to excite n^btajspn 'iy. 
prehension ; which they think was the case, as the enemj^i -^ilL. 
terth^ marquis had crossed, made a precipitate march backr*'-ti^ 
Jf^hiladelphiay se<emingly under an apprehension that they shoM 
be pursued and attacked by the whole army. Had f^^o. Grant. 
UMrched down at once to Matsoa's-ford and seccired it, 4he 
marquis with his select-corps, must have surrendered.or^eiieii 
to pieces. Their loss would have obliged the rest of the^nwri* 
caa^army to have made an hasty flight, in a most distrcasiig 
isatuation^ the chief of them being without shoea and sfeockiiqg^ 
^ld otberwise b^y provided. Tbe orderly mamiseriA mbktL 
^e Americans retreated, and which contributed. auichteiJlail^ 
^sc^iqg, iato be ascribed to the improveme<|ts Ixiade intb^ 
di9Ciptiiie« owing greatly to the baron de Steubea^theiaspeclsi^ 









I. E T T E R XI^ : 

' , . • ^ -.'*!«? 

-. - . : • . - ' ^ [*A*^ 

: . < ^ JioUerd^mj June 1, lllJJi-tJ 

you will not be surprised, at seising ^om w^nc^/^iit ii^^Nl| 
ted ; noF be at a loss to account for my remoi»l< 
ftfi^sent residence wijl be more favorable tp general mUi" 
than Great-Britain, as it affbids an opportunity of .visit 
j^es^g fr<w» P^ris without 4a«ger. My last yt ^r*s,k^ 
vnAi t^ ascauot of ca^ Cimflin£ham*s havpg tP^^jyt 
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,i||64)oU$mfilr m Ihe JKginniHjg af May mi. The captain ami 
_bJi& ci^w were coKMiritted to prison for some irregularities : and 
t^^ve appeawwices were continued there for a short time by the 
J^seni^h';^ but were speedily released from their mock confine- 
flf^xiV,-^0d pemiitted to purchase and fit out a much stronger 
,-t^^sel avowedly to infest the British commerce. Mr. Hodge^ 
^^Pfe^fla yoifcknowy was committed also to the Bastile, at the re- 
-qtirpst^ kwd Stormont, for having acted publicly as Cunnings 
.:^i»'8i^afent, in fitting out the privateer that took the Prince of 
vQiF^lilg^rp^pket... While in the Bastile he was treated with the 
tidm fistf i^oiiteness and civility ; and entertained in the most elegant 
Jl^nasf. * But. the American commissioners being dissatisfied 
-^i^b his confinement and expressing themsehres in strong tcrnis 
jAjpon the subject,, he was released, that the harmony betweea 
H^ French and Americans might not suflFer an interruption. 
-. .UpoflK some reports tending to discourage the French com-* 
IHl^Kewiththe Amei'ican8,»M4* de Sartine,- minister of the ma-< 
J8fte, assured the several chambers of commerce by a public in-> 
«tramentf signed the 4th of July 1717, and in direct contravei^- 
I^Mi'toail. the British, navigation laws, that the king was deter^ 
QUQ«d *td affiH'd the fullest protection to their commerce, and 
1IQMW4' reclaim aU- ships taken undeifN:hat pretext. Still the pog'-. 
«^ of Versailles prevented ^France's being hurried into a ruptur^&* 
^^delermined to riske no decisive step, till the issue of the Ame- 
rican campaign was known, her sailors were returned from the 
Newfoundland fisheiy,and her naval equipments were compleat-. 
ed. Therefore when the British ministry made heavy complaints^ 
attended with manaces, on account of the many prizes carried in* 
to the French ports by the American privateers, and there dis^ 
posed of, as also of the countenance and protection given to the 
said privateers, she granted lord Stormont, an order for all of 
th^m to depart immediately. 

The news of gen. Burgoyne's success atTyconderoga and ad- 
vance toward Albany, excited the greatest triumph on the side of 
administration. /rhe promising prospect of the northern expedi- 
ttoa?s ^nsweririg fully the wishes of ministry^ enabled thein, 
tp press France harder than ever ; and dictated to the^Jatter 
greater pliabjcness and complaisance. Express brdetswere sent: 
to Nantz, and all the other parts of the kingdom, forbidding. 
^I^a>dmittance of any American privateers, unless they entered 
llMa^der- to refit, cr were driven in by stress of weather or want 
#6fiOvi«ons, and in either of these cases they wei-e to be gonfc 
i»»oi& as possible. " Notwithstanding all this parade, pfiva- 
ilR^coiitein, taRTv and take military stores: and their plix^ 
fjft pijWicly 9^, ^ttt as formerly practised after similar ctm^ 

If^Ull" It plaints, 
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|iaintJ5> at flie mouth oF flie harfcor tft' peopfe tvho jn>^<)# % 
bouts to buy them ; and^re then brought in ahd uttloMfed**J-*t» 
Lord Storraont hears of it, flic^ to tourt, cbrtiplain^ aftd thiftt^^ 
ens afresh :^ the court ^torifts at and threatens tte officer? , tfie 
officers itiake their excuses ; and th^ affair k $obn hushed u{k, or 
l^rminates in ft tedious controversy^ by which the Wished fdr litiie' 
is gained.''' Before, the subject of shipping fe dVdpped; tet1t*t 
noted that the idng^s cruisers have taken several Am^!ricaii'S*k-* 
eels and privateers and retaken some of their prices ; and^vvfi 
be Hkely soon to check the progress of Am^ritan-s^kxets ift^M^ 
iral operations on the European coasts. ' ' ^ ' u . 

By the beginning of November, advFccs weW received ^flMtl^ 
Jennington action, the failure of St. Leger*s txpedittoh agatflftC 
Fort Stanwix, and Burgoyne^s first engagement. These «4tfcfa' 
overthrew in a great measure, the sanguine^xpectetioiis Aof EM 
keen formed ofspeedily reducing the colonies : and wlrr^ii bad 
prelude to the meeting x)fparliamenti Which tookpkeis tSt^iddi 
-of Novenaber. The royal speech was in the usual tonfe, h&t itliS^ 
lioned an augmentation of the- naval force, ^nsidering tHif^tb^ 
amiaments in the ports of France and Spain cohtinu^d. ltfcdl»» 
riuded with a resolution of pursuing^ the measnresin i^rtifch a8«r 
ministration was engaged. When the address of the eomctionMAtf 
before the house, the marquis of Granby proposed an aihMd«* 
aaent, and that his.majesty should be requested to adopt m^aslA«» 
fer accommodating the differences with Attieriea, and^tfial* 
^ cessation of hostilities should be recommended. It wasstremieQ^ 
supported by the opposition on the following grounds, ^Mf A^etf 
years war, at an inamense expence, with 55^,000 land fbr€«^ 1^^ 
100 ships of war, had only left the nation in nearly the ian^^ 
tuation as when it began. They had lost Boston and had ^aiilieil 
New-York ; and every hope of obtaining a revenue ftbrti Aitifet- 
€a had been long over. 1 he country gentlemen were unuSuaHy* 
blank ; they saw not only an end of all tbetr expect^tl(^ASMrf^ 
American revenue ; but found themselves* saddled^-wfth* tibe'^bCir-2 
den of a war infinitely more ruinous than any other »' Klftkfr 
the nation bad efcr been involved. Some of the inmi^terfal j^a^ 
however threw out hints for their consolation, that Attlferita ^hm 
subdued would be taxed. Mr. Hartiy mentioned iri theiJe%fte^ 
thatthere was one ray of hope left to the &ritfsh,ifehfer WWlwi^ 
dom to seize the opportunity of opening a treaty #ithme^AUiriJ 
cans, while these were discontented with th6 cool and ^Ittl^ 
proceedings of the court of France. Aftef all that cdutd'tiMld^ 
vanced by opposition^ the amendment was' rejected b^ a -ftSt^Hilf 
of 243 against 86. The earl of Chatham moVed for an wHibHSSItSi 
nthfi hguse of lords; He was for bringing; "aboi^ah ftdMtea4 



Digitized 



by Google 



i##v«f^J j^Jipi^wsr-RpyQ^yj^^N. 93^ 



,,_._„. i|if|i 't)j^4tB[»ei%a9 ,by ?( Ue^ty^ aad rested the stress of 
Jbis.ai^tQent upQfi ^)i$ j^iat^ that the house of feourl^aa «i|p 
j^pp^ ^e. fv^ pf jbire^jLingwitti i^. fto'»9ti<?n was rej^ej^ 

4^ n-^»3^ ...... ^- > 

^^/ WJwi th« ,w?>9^^ of tfe^ Say^tog^ <Ofivfntten feaehed F^aact, 

.-^4 w^3f coaioHipicated, tq Jb^ ^pqrt ^f Vpnaillea by the AmP- 

i|ic«iV4oiWHS§iWQr8> .th? lattq? wer|^ 4la>o^ ijM^tly rfcew^ 

. -^d iwblicly tr^tf d kt^ \h^t ch^racte?. The ^ap^ur^ pf Bm* 

'4B«y«ft*s #iroy. ^wyk«§4 tii^.Renchi ^s^t tb^ An^crican ppp^ 

^^tioo tO' CrreaUBriti^in was not owing to a faction^ a fi^wieadiflf 

^tB^ftjh that b^d gpttenririto power,* but Hi^the b^y of th« peo- 

«*le ipus!t,he ,f 1^^^^ A^ th^t they wer^ nimwroue, or that thigr 

;.^vld ftot have n»^de.5V»ch %ik effort a^ no* only t^ sh^v^ ^topped 

^♦^po^uering^ army* but to hav^ .c|iptivati?d it* It w^s Aere^ise 

tjie^Wnined by ^ jwiprity of the; French court, tp liak« tiie Acatt- 

l>|^Vis by the hm^p ^n^ tp ackoQwI^dg^ th^ir indeptrKlf^ee. 

^^he;y kiew that Great^&itaii^ eoHld not »wbdue, th^ugb they 

.^ght^iistjrcss f range; w4 that if the! tinned States would per- 

^jicvcrcy tb«5^- most jit,len|tb est^lish their in^iependenc^ 4a 

.^.iiKMatiectipn withr Kr^no^ though they might bt i^educod to.great* 

,4^ difficulties. thafli they had alr^dy felt-^ - The mapq^ui^ de^ la 

gJ(^ette's.jCorrc;6p^deHce with his ^inily fuid friends^ uQd;i^bt- 

^iiwy, played iajfcential.in procuring the deternoinatioti^ JHi^tet- 

cM*^ ^^^ e^erly sought after ; {indr counteracted those prcju- 

^^i^fs that we^e raised^ several Fren^haBeA-w^o-jreturiiedfFefu 

i^fAljifirica tn^ di^gust^ His sentina^ats were imbibed frona^^ tbeir 

tjJ»SJ«gi^^ftii«ntly coi;^firmed by event?.- The American caus^ 

; ;,faei|ig now popular ia his native country,, aod the Frenijh ^court 

' '.^*vJng adopted it>. they cannot longer re$^t the early part he 

l:9v^k ip it, notwithstanding the oftenw ^v«a at the. mwi Wtl^f 

^ t^is jjispfecdienee and departure- 

'. *.. Such is,tbc pf^csent .State of the contest between Great-Britaiw 

vr.^-Md' the Aoiejricans^.thf^it will more tb^n ever suffice to give 

^^yqmiiew. occasional hints upon the parliamentary debates ^t^ 

^ !;«pectim itr In, owe that toot place on the second of Drctfm- 

^•mr^iZ federal copamercial uriipn was talked of by so^ei ^ the 

^..f>aly hope left with jregard to America;, but* reprobated byim- 

^ ;^istry^ - Eox aapved for laying certain papers before the com- 

^««BQnsirT^hile the matter Was debating, intelHgenoe wasreiceiirod 

^itthjila^milar uMiwbad been complied with in the house of 

yjNvdSt.by tbe^ lords in administratioa agreeing toit^ and yet 

-l»^MCh was the h^uencc of the ministry in the hous^ of coaj- 

v*.rP)0»^ that Mr* Fox's naotion was, in a manner which in otbfr 

^j#i^asons. would h^ye been deemed mcrcdibiCi rejected ufian a 
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[Dec. 3.] The succeeding day was marked with ^'^meiMliioi} 
choly catastrophe of Burgoyne's expedition ; a disclosure whk^'l 
cxdtcdno less grief and astonifrhmoat in b<>th bouses^ ^tkaajdif?* M 
may on the side of the .ministers, ^ho were bitterly reptoaelK^oT 
upon the occasion. The business relating to the pecttmary dt^Mj^'-? 

5 lies, being finished, and little short of nine milUona voted' wtl a 
je service of the ensuing year, bythc lOtbof Decembettf^tiba 
•djournitient to the 20th of January, wa^ that day moKCckjf^r t* 
en the side of nunistry» .$ind aftcf considerably debates^ timsMi^ 
in both houses. * ,- H«-r;-v.if 

Two days after, the American commissioners at JPaiis^'fiiHliii^dJ 
all attempts to establish a cartel with lord-Stormont, In^Stefmi^^f 
transmitted a letter to lord North, coucbed ia ^stron^ terate^^A 
complaint, on the subject of the rigorous treatment fixerciscA;'^ 
toward the American prisoners. Itcontain^da partii^ikr cbai^gp /.'' 
which has not been publicly refuted, that a numbear. of-di^jfc^it 
jwere in a state of bondage, on the coasts of Afirica-and in Amj'^. 
!East-Indies, being compelled to submit to that conditios^ 'U^dilsr^ «. 
the menaces of an immediate and ignonakiioes. deatfrv:> ,^' i^S* 
^ On the 1^ of December, Mr. Gerard (klivered-totb^AiMNrwr 
xican commissioner^ the preliminaries of a treatyr heiYf^GAj"^ 
France and America. The same conveyance <Hat 4>loi|ghihMrf: 
account of the Saratoga convention to the commis&ioaef^,'«flui^^^^ 
the* letter to Dr. Fothergill, brought also a letter from tbe.ftelw^c-. 
Dr.' Cooper, of Boston, to Dr. Franklin, in which- was meitfioQirf i. 
cd the opinion given in the .one to Dr.. Fothergill-.; 'b^0|F€Jt4li«ir% 
last was sent to England, care was taken to.open andjg^lj^^f^fe^*-!'.^ 
c> py of it for the commissioners. Dr. Cooper'^ lottct ^^ J^ m g i < 
and full, contained much information, and urge^^tfaat Fraeci^t 
should step fmward at once.in the cause of America, 4)r tb9lth<ir< r 
opportunity of gaining a connection with the United Strtf«ft^i- 
jnigbt be lost. Dr. Franklin co^nmunicated it to the French m^^ '^ 
uister, on whom it had ^ good effect* A number of circuni^ m * 
stances^ not publicly known, caniie^attbe same time tothekiwpr^ c- 
ledge of the doctor; they w^re well adapted to quicken Ac-*!'* 
court of France, and he inyproveji them to thepui7>osc.o^sh<>ir*t .^ 
ang the importance and necessity of her taking an open ^ad ide^?»f : 
cisive pa^t. The ministry howere)*, were for keeping that.p^?^ 
private when taken, as long as convenient to their owu i^a)tml«F i«t 
Hud Subservient to jtbe general good of hoth cmmtries^ . •'- ; 5/ 

_ December the 24th, there was a meeting <)fn«rcbaijts.^:thflr'''i 
King^s Arms tavern, in Cornhill, for the purpose of raiting^awdi ^5 
of money to relieve the distress of the4periean.pri$owi»«^. ^^-i 
petition from several of these at Potlsmouth prison, ,sent4bfi. ii^ }^ 

«f »e;iBonth^ to certain lords and others^ w^s-rc^^ - 'Xhe,p^|«r 1» 
4 ..- . ^^^ 
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4fai«*s^ft)rth, tti'at a*dnrt!ralty w^s petttidned the list year 5n Iwei 
hdti af tctiain sick prisoners, and the petition disregarded ;-^tlut 
^foeys^eipeabpDt one hundred atid forty, in want of warm cloth- .. 
inj^i^Wettwof almost every comfort, many without sh6es and 
stflMGi|si4)g^ j-u-^at.they w^re under ^ man, as overseer, void of^U 
kimiiitity; who detains every charitable supply sent by humane ^ 
jwightefs, ^ctiies them the common supplies of milk, and al- 
k^ttlieRincither candle norfirc in that cold season : — that their 
whbtd iilt)wance is <yn*ly eight ounces ^f meat each man per day, 
inckidiog the bone, and beer that is very small in4ecd ; — and 
I2i4^ietl^ains and other officers are penned up altogether like cat- 
tIefWkbthe common sailors, and with their own servants. Lord 
AlStiglbir had taken up the matter in the house of peers, and 
mcJrtxl' for accounts relative to their treatment. No relief how- 
cv»^,>«cas obtained by his effort in parUament ; the merchants 
thetsfofe- engaged in the business, and by tlie 29th, fourteen 
hwidted aind eighty-six pounds six-Shillings and six-pencp was. 
fiabftcribed; . 

On Saturday; January the 3d, five gentlemen attended on the 
lords of the admiralty, who expressed their approbation of thb 
luHOatte motives of the subscrihers, and promised official conn- 
liMiiitiUotfae appUoationofthe money, and to lay the commit-^ 
tce5\iilder no other restraints than what were necessary for the 
good order and safe custody of the prisoners. Lord Sandwicli^ 
at Ibe time^ in the handsomest manner, directed the commission- 
ers*©tsick and hort to give immediate orders to the surveyor ta 
ero^i a temporary-building, where the prisoners might have the 
belief sof a fire in the approaching inclement season. 

[fan. 9.]'^ The committee advertised, that tlie town sub^rip- 
tion^^' pindepcndent of the countiy) amounting to upward, of 
three -thous^id seven hundred pounds, being fully adequate for 
the-jwresetft to the end proposed, the subscription was therefoj^ 
closed. Subscriptions had been opened at Bristol, Nottinghiana^ 
in VDrkshwe and other places. Tlit whole sum by February 
tbe^'f 7tlf ^itM)unted to four thousand six hundred and forty-sevea 
• pouwfe fifteen shillings, including what had been sent from 
tbe^bUBtty. 

During the recess of parliament; measures were pursued by the 
ttiftktf^andtheif friends for obtaining a body of new troops by a 
voluntary supply from the people. The towns of Manchester and 
Livi&f^^aot were readers in this business ; engaged in it with the 
grcllMt*^nrdr ; and immediately sent to court an offer to raise . 
eacM'^arej^rneht of ItXX) rhen. In other places, public meetings 
e^W^^By cdunties and greht Corponrte bodies were encourage!^ . 
'M vrSkrh iesoiutidib were proposed for the kvying of meit &r 
Hi' • the 
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«€J=vice. Much' WSftct x*^8 practise* fo^ctew Hie eitfiof Tinji 
doit into the lik?e nieasure ; an^ th^ nftnisterial pai^H^.vith41i# 
chief magistrate at tbeir head (who ©igkC'hftv^ jccw^w^fo^ 
lioDS and encouragenLient from bi» supeiaOFs)^ GV^t»4 %a»ham^ 
jeffected it; but to their aatonishment fotmdtbemwfepts^des^rlctf 

» hy the greater part of those who had hitherta r^tpilfu;^ ol»^im| 
aU their mandates respecting eiectiojns to city oAecft. ^iSncMlo^ 
the effect of the origioal aversion to the American m^r^sAm^dk 
the disgust toward jniaistrr on the late uitfay^s^te-evcots^ * fBut 
the chiefraagi&trate would. not desist; he soddealycsaUeday^tour^ 
ofr this business ; when they met [Jaiw l^.] it was^ "mtfmmH 
idown to a proposal for the city to give a bounty ib^the''y9Ufig^ 
of men for the land and sea service* Warm deW^»^'^eii«jU<ri^ 
and the motion was thrown out by a very gfcat majority ^^Ikit 
common council. Then followed a tesolt^n^ ^oodopaaing't&l^ 
strong terms, the giving of ady counfccnance to^^or-^bein^ 
in .any manner instrumentaHnJiie further continiiian^ oSHjm^ 
present ruinous and destructive war. The disapppinjCcd i^mmif- 
hbwev6r,' opened a subscriptionV *^ to snpporf the authoipiyiflf 
.Great-Britain overher rebellious colonies in America t'* 4|w^tSt 
proving oiFertsive, it was changed for the support <rf liLkig'iiri^ 
government; as they were moniedniefty and libtrai^ ^^^MiiM^ 

. was soon subscribed, . -:.:^,.ii 

A similar attempt was made in Brisldly and the event wts ^ 
amilar. But a^number of names to large sunis of naoneyv'^^ 
peared in a private subscription, which rivalled in the anMWM^ 
ihat at London. Neither of these sut^cripttons have bees jfkM 
to produce any great effect. The ministerial meawice sod^teil- 
ed.no better in the counties. A strong government ialercist««>is> 

"Yoflcd in Norfolk; and the attempt product a pctitioi> <rf^«fc- 

^cdmmon force and energy from the fredK)ki€i« ol tbeeoiioQ»lK> 

parliament, against the American war. -*-'.^.>>i 

. The measure of raising new. regiments v^'&s adopted ift Sco^ 

land with the greatest avidity, The cities of Edinborgb aftd 

iGlasgaw, raised a regiment of 1000 men each; and w^o&^in- 

rdtilged^ like Manchester and Liverpoql, with the nomaiH^tiM^f 

officers. Several individuals undertook aiul performed the^MMi* 

'ifig-df re^ments in the highlands. The conditions weie ^tab- 

rally the same, and very advantageous to both Ae rat^^H^fiiil 

'officers.' Several independent companies, amounting lo-'alNW 
a regiment lit point of number, were rafeed in Walefe j^ iNt^ifc^ 

^ battah'ons, eitpept those of Manchester and I4verpoe^'^lf««NtU 

" formed in Scotland. . i . .t-c *ri 

When the measures of raising merf and m<mey e^Me^^'ttke^ 

"Abated/ a/grek law lord pronOtmced ihe^e«^tire #f frfllij 

troops. 
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>s>trithoijit?ttei:H5ii$fntarid,dun the sitting of parliabient, 
iDibe abso]Mtdi]f iti^gali, unconstitutionafy and a high violation of ' 
^facfmidftR^ntal privileges of pariiameat ; and declared that t^ 
VMamottdes at the London Tavern and.at Bristol, who coaducted * 
Ihe^Mi^BCHpCkius ill these cities, had acted a daringly illegal aii4 
Imiy^aiamoiig part, having assumed a-legislative poiver^ and act-^ 
acUc that ca0actty> in which^ according to the spirit of the con^ 
^ittion, and the express tneaaing of the bill of rights^ parlia* 
Jaint iMy were empowered to -act, 

•J * i33)€ question of benevolence and free giftsdid not undergo less 
1iikptmion» nor their beiitg brought into practice incur lesscen* 
j|aMt«than-tlie doctrine of raising forces without the participation 
4i- pMrJiameAt/ They were declared to have been illegal at all-^ 
^iikkieS) and in aU the stages of the constitution. It was observed, 
A^ttfae present measure oveilhrew the only colourable argument^ 
Ipmt brought to justify the conduct of parlianjent in endeavour- 
M^ to tax the cotonies* It l^ad held out, ** That if the colonies, 
^»^ that they are ^own powerful and opulent^ should g(ve free 
Igmii^ to the crown, as they have hitherto customaiily done up^ 
iMr requisition^ the crown may become independent on parira- 
<!wei|t for supplies/* This, it was said, became the constant cry 
^Mfelfmiisters to anause and deceive the people, and the cloak to 
hide their worst designs. 

*V On tiie 6tli of February, the treaties between France and thel 
^l}f)ite4 States were signed. The alliance between these two pow- 
^4tr»i»ad not been concluded much more than eight and forty hours 
{jbcfere it Was known by the British ministy. 
^^ Mr,, Fox< in a debate five days after, made it appear frorti dif-i 
^^Jbrent calculations, that the number of men lost to the army, in 
.4»lltd> disabled, deserted, and from various other cause^%.^incc 
^jfce commencement of hostilities, amounted to about twenty 

thousand. 
^ '.The duke of Riehmond in a committee of the house of lords 
irilBted,' about the same time, the following facts — that sipce the 
' iCoaiBicncement of hostilities, the number of vessels belonging 
'] 1^ <jrt«at-Britain and Ireland, taken by the American ships ofwar 
-Md privateers, amounted to seven hundred and Airty-thcce ; 
-^SWFty*8ev€n. of which had been released, and one hundred and 
iiwe«ty-seve« retaken : — ^I'hat the loss of the remaining.tiveh.un- 
j Jlf^d*aii fifty nine appeared from the examination of merchant* 
t§0 fcrfve been wctoth at least two millions and six hundi'cd thou- 
ll0mi pounds : That of two hundred ships employed evci y year* 
IB the African trade> before the present trotkbtes, irhose value 
^4ip»nan average was a^ne. thousand j>ounds each, only forty re% 
^^Hfewed iiitlu^bcaach «i<^^ade, wbli^M'was therefore dtrntnisiipd 
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ojscimUion f<nir hundred aod forty tfa(n^<wi ymitiditMiB^^ Hyp * 
and that the number of American sbip^ofwar mid pnvatealB^ 
amounted to one hundred and Seventy-three,. cwrfingtwurtHW-. 
s^d five hundred and iifty-six guns» and about fourtcca J^btwl) wui . 
spamen. Lord Sandwich on the other side> ,stated th£ aiimter 
^6f American prizes tliat had been taken ajtiune^bAJiidred 4niL£Nir» 
which he estimated at tviro thousand pounds eaph, makb^flkogb-. 
ther one miliioa'eight hundred apd eight thott^and ipouBd&*iao^ 
which he added tlie value of the &berie3i from iiliii u llir il^iirt 
jrjcans were excluded, and tbeii ipced: the dam^;e they jywittip- 
tained at two millions two hundred thousand po4iods« . l^«»iMfr^ 
pother occasion the duke stated theextffiordii;^rytwar-<«xpeiiQi^ 
<^f each pf the four last years separately ; and the/ whole. ^cifg 
ascertained, as near jas could bjs possibjy done for the presei^>«- 
mounted to the gross sum of twen^y-th^ee millictfis eight bitt- 
dred ninety-four thousand seven huncked jpnd ninety-twapdonds. 
Pe showed also, that was a p^cificatioAto take plaoeyiro^lejsthiBt 
nlnd milIion;t>.more would be requisite-to bring ^U mattefa rete:« 
](n^to. the war to a final settlement. ,. • . ; . .> 

. iFeb* n.] Lord North introduced his conciliatory projpoiitkiaifc • 
His plan was to enable the crown to appoint commissioneisjlii 
tieat with tjhe colonies ,concjQrning the .meafifi,o£puttittg-ia««il 
to the present cottest between them ajvd Great-Briteitt^i jfiv© 
persons were to he invested with ample pywcjis ; aQd.jaath(m8ed 
to tx'cat with congress as a lav^rful assembly, representing Avu^^ 
ica— with any of tb^ provincial assemblies— ^nd with-aoy indi* 
\iduals. They were to be empowered to order a suspepstoo^if 
^irms ; to suspend the operation of Jaws ; and to grant p^rdtanjEtJiiA^ 
jnunities and rewards. The title of Independent Statas-aaighiie 
ajlowedtilltlie treaty had been ratified by the king andtpariianiaiU. 
The cominis^ionevs, were to negociate, upon a xe-Unian oftfe 
empire, for a reasonable contribution to its common exigetvciel^^r 
but this demand was npt to.be insisted on, and to be^ivcn m 
rather than not terminate the quarrel. His lordship -saidiRli 
speeich, that Sir Xy. Howe had been, in tlie late actions^niUb, 
the \yhoIe course of the campaign,,not only in the goodne«g«4€ 
troops, and in all manner of supphes, but also an point ofja^niH 
bcrs, much superior to. the American army which opposodiiiit 
in the field ; that general Burgoyne had been iaamnd)crs|4iit^ 
til the affair of Bennington, neartvirice.as strong as IhcriapWj^ 
pf the enemy : that he promised a great army diould Jbe^eM- 
out ; and that a gj;^at army had accordingly 'Jbecn s^vet^msfy^ 
-the amount of 60,000 men aiid upward. The speech W5» hmiou 
^ble and eloquent^ and Jtept him. up two fuJlxhouiv-a^^^Wft 
melancholy silence %,some^ime s.fcH;c^««ied^^ ^ "^^^^S?"* 
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^ «iridi^8(rofoot*d tfttentfon ; but irfthout^ single mark of apprdbja- 

-iliwi AstoiBbhinent, dejfectiaH and fe^r, ©vcr-clouded th^ wHoIe 

mssembiy* it Was conjectured that some powerful motive Had 

**iiid«ced^mkii8try to adtjpt such ait alteration of nieasares. The 

idea^was confirmed by tfefc positive assertion of Mr. Fox, that a 

, 4Bcaty;had been signed at Paris, betvsreen the colonies and France 

igr whkti she recoglaized their iadep^ndence. Some of the 

' -country geBUemenfiei eg piqued at Lord North's having said, 

Ihal *^they had itot bee^i misled or deceived/' rose v^^ith great 

-awiiaMfay-and asserted with indignation, iKit they had been gross- 

*i^.ddeceived:and misled by the uniform language of government 

'.jfcc tiuree years pait^ In'general th-e party declared > that as the 

^poiiit of taxation, which eould be the only rational ground of the 

»rar, was now^given i;p, peace shoald be procured by any means, 

*afid in the speediest manner.'* 

,^' His'lordship should have early attended to the hints contained 
#ia the letter to Dr. FothcrgiH, whidi the doctor got transaibed 
-wmI' seat him, but the minister thought the doctor's correspon- 
dent foo sanguine* The intimation that a foVeign power might 
ialei^ere, should have produced a determination to treat imme- 

«»diately-r^ a message to the American commissioners assuliog 

ii|tei»*o£it— rand tlrt mtroduction, if possible of the passing of the 
^coticiliatory bills before the delivery of the preliminaries to the 
>^eo0imi&&ioners on the iSth of December ; whereas they were hot 
^|Mi$sftd.tilt the 4d of March. ' ^ 

-:i.iThc day before the conciliatory propositions were introdu- 

.«cd,aiparticular incident happened in the house of lords.^ 

*jAftftr the .Saratoga convention, general Gates wrote a very pa- 

rj^^\t and interesting letter to the earl of Tbanet, with wiioin 

^.bfiachad formerly lived upon a footing of great intimacy. It re- 

^hlted chiefly to the situation of affairs between Creat- Britain and 

;^4tmQt'iC&\ He lamented the misfortunes that had befallen his na- 

-ilive coimtry, andthe danger to which it was exposed ; and th^a 

»^llUcd the necessity of speedily applying the only remedy remain- 

^'iRg» for the cure of the many evils that afflicted or threatened 

-■Crreatr-Britain. This remedy he declared to be an acknpwjedg- 

.jBtent of iAmerican independence, which he said the United 

^jfil^tea^ never .would part with* /' A wise minister," |ie added, 

-fr^by^ rescinding the resolutions passed to support that system 

ilVehichao power on earth can etoblish, Wiir endeavur tp pre-* 

j i flry c'SQ munth of the empire in prosperity and honor, as the cir- 

qf «uxi^ai)res of the times, and the mal-administrati'on of those 

»1|rfio-rnkd'before him, liave left t& his government. Ihe Unit- 

*bd Slates tof America are willing to be the friends, but never will 

iaiiii0aitto bejthesiavejs oftbc parent coautry. 1 hey are by con« 

JJffH.. II. U u sanguinity. 
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sangmnitf, by language, and by^be affection "vrhkA; 'Bp«p«yi3l * 
springs from these more attached to Er^kwd thaa %<> mf^bmi - 
country under the 6ui». 1 hcrefore apwrn ncA ibe;bte$sijsi®whififc| 
yctremains; instantly withdraw yourflects and ai^meSyicuiiCiM^ 
the commerce and friendship of Aojcrw* Thus, «and tkuifOioJ^ 
mn England hope to be grcit and bappy. Seek tlwit* u^aconotqef-* 
cial alliance ; seek it^ere it be too later ;^ th^ye^aly youflpu^ ' 
lexpect to find it." The earl <)f Thanet produced this Jetteew 
Ihe lK>use ; and after some controversy it was rcad,^ and theiukm 
of Richmond moved thatk should We upon the table. Thciwe-J . 
tioB was rejected after a warm debate, to the aHicern.a£seveGa4^ 
who flattered themselves that tire Jetter might ha?e afibndod^Hi - 
opening to a favorable accoramodatjoi*. » *...,-, 

The French ambassador delivered a rescript* to lord. W«jN» 
mouth, in which he informed the courtof London, th^ th* 
king bad signed a treaty of friendship and comnaerce wi^-^i^ 
United States of ibnerica. The knowledge of this tKHnsactiow 
was communicated under the parade af. cultivating, the uodor*^ 
standing subsi^'ng between France- and. Great-BriUuD 4, aMi4 
^as accompanied with « declaration^ that the contracting p^ltiit# 
h&re paid great attention not tostipuiateany e^lusv«)e-advaBt9g#9 
in favor of France ; and that theUnited States have Besc^sro^ite 
liberty of treating with, every nation svhateveiv upon the saiUfir 
footing of equality and .rociprocky. . The rescript conclude&ivkit 
an intimation that the French king being determined to pmte«( 
cfiecttflally Ihe kwful consmsrce of his subjects^ and to ^saiataiip 
the dignity of his flag, had^^ in consequence,. tak£a eventuiJ^meiiH 
^ures for these purposes^ in concert with the United- State^^ 
America. No sooner was the account convseyed to the- Fnew^ 
court, of the immediate effects which the delivery. 06. the. «tf- 
script seemed to have produced m London, than ordei^ ur^Hr^ 
issued for the- seizure of -all the ftrtish vessels* in «ny. cf/t^ 
French ports. The example was followed by a ftimilat orde^ilt 
Great-B^iitain. But there vi^re few ships in the ports of^efthec^ 
The French-are still for pi*€»erving certain appearaiK«6jL 9iidt 
therefore the king's ordnaaace, affording new and ^extraodiio^f* 
advantages to the captors^- of prizes, although aign>ed.^©ii»^tiws 
twenty-eighth of March> is kept dornaant, withdu&fhubli^sliiitti. 
or effect. \ ^ . ., --* >.r 

. The reception of this rescript was notified, by* the mim^efi^ 
the ^ouse of commons on the 17th. The notice wt^ES-a^ompsH 
aied with a message from the king, intimating that he shq^d'tiir 
under the necessity of resenting so unprovok^Aand so w4<^^^ ^ 
aggFQSsion <m the honorofWtcrowja and theessientialiftlea:t$ts of 
hi& kingdom^ and exproiSftingius^ firm ^g^d^aee^a tt(|B^^#Mt 
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iliifaffectioiiale^si^l^art of hfefaitKfiii peopte.. An address was 
«*^ed for in ans«rcrto.itv'toiasstfre'the king of -the reatikiess t)f 
fri«^«iopte'ta stand' fey him in as5e»tii!i^ thtdtgnky of his erowA 
todtbe honor irfthet flation, andto subniit with cheeifulites* 
«li(!*.^ffrtil, totl^expenccsthal-^^ouW -be rtquisitc for thatnc- 
rtssttiy ptirpoeej swld wascacFftd f^ftei: a* long^ttebate. In -iht 
lioofee^«t'lord»r^ tiebfites'upon the lifceoecasion^ were attend*. 
M W4th aiLtfori«iE^ft5r#f laHguogc and a freedom of thiought,- that 
9^e*Aifdt'6'^€64n:^tts%i^mu in the course of them it was saidl 
fe'^ttb^t^nc^^-^^The-teeatmenc wehavc Tc^eived from France 
ii^^Wo^§fi^gi'hJSL if >WJe are^wisef we shall. suppi^ess our resent*, 
fllfeht^'tfte ftemai hour, ^nd -rbserte it for n tnore convenient 
opportune* ty. J-n. the continual vicissitude , of poiitieal ercftts oh 
4^e condAent of-Eutope, W6-need fiot wait long for a ^aw)r&k'e 
<BCca^ion of retttrtiinig the WoM?? given*. us by France in thepreseiK 
'fci«:aAce*' ^Not tet*u«fiSrget^ that We^ha^e otirselves, onformei- 
lflOfeask^h9>:' acft^ A part^sinHfer to that of wiiich we now-sd^griev- 
^midly eotHp^altti W4i^n tlie Seven. tJhitect Provinces of the 
isUtherteids, tk^few off the* yoke oi Spain, Engiand befriended 
4iieai4ath^ same roahfter France does now. t?he United States ef 
Itelerlca* J^heA Fr^c^ Vtas torn fey civUdiSsentions, we made 
il''Mt^4:lllsh>6d8'4o iifeterferc, and -to espoitse ihc-eause of ^ne of 
•Ae^pai-^^s^'' ^Ye- fpequfency of the pra<!ti<:e,- has -rendered -it a 
^OH^fl^d^ fold of 'Eui^peafl polities. • Every cation is*watchful of 
HrhatpasSes^'alii^iig. its neighbors, to- the well known intent of 
^Ofkitig by their divisions. It *'W^ by a sfe-ict and eonstant-bii- 
^tfewmice -of this tnaKim, that '^ome of;the greatest.princes and 
tftteteters h^d made s6 splendid a figure Queen Elizabeths in 
dEiigfead, and cardinal ^ichlieu in -tVance, had ruled with so 
•«ikich' 'ptx>s{S^ilyi -and *isen to mch fame, by never losing 
•i^i* ot it. The safest v^aj (rf^revengihg ourselves, wilibe by 
liS&oM^ing^ieir exanVple.^ "The^^u^stion fos an addiess was cais 
^dd by a 'mafjotity- of ^neatly three to one. ' • 
-^'iMareh 21^3 A puWie^udienee^nd- receptipit' was-givcn 6> 
^Ae AnieridaA conwiiissi^^s, Me9Si'S.Ff&nklin,^Deaiie ahdtee^ 
^^-t^fe^Fr^Aeh monarch. Tirey wett&mtroduced by Mtsnsieur 
^^Vbvgenncs,' and rec^ved by the king -with the usual form^Hties 
^fti^-certtadniais;.* Thisistriking' acknowledgment of the pleni- 
potentiaries from the United States, must have mortified the mi- 
'fesify 4fid (*roWft ef (&reat-Britain 5 and may be pronounced the 
•JJilftte^^I^henomenon of Europe. The day before it-was exiit- 
Wi^ed , "the- Freneh amfecfssadefr, in consequence of ©rdera to- quft 
^^i^doi^, «et:Out fm- Piitte* . ^ 

^* '■ An ewjuiry into the state of the Ration hadheen proposed^sotnc 
ftiillt^jiatk) andcontil^ued with unabated assiduity in both hausdfi« 
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IiVthf bouse of- peers, t)ie dokjc of Ricbav>wl^ its "priiictpSlc^il^ 
ductor^ brought all matters p«latiog to it, into a clear ood pe£^9tttf 
cuousarrangejne^t. He at lengtby on the Tdi of April, 'put e^ 
cod to that-intricate and laborious ^ervice^ by ^oae of- th^s^moiftFl 
resolute and anispaM speeches ever pronounced in ^atass^Md 
hly. He moved for ^n address to the king^ in which a^^prev!^ 
sentation of the ^tate of bis dominions was ^iven, and the CQii«,\ 
duct of the minister^ severely censured, andixis m9j^ty.iM^)4i^^ 
to p^t an end to that sy steni which bad prevailed in his eourl^m^^ 
adminis^ation. He iiisisted upon U,. as he hftd repeatedly «db^tt%f| 
OQ former occasions, Uiat t^e. only naeasure of safety wsiiita s^otlo 
the British forces from the colofues,. and to conclude an 9CCQa»«>:- 
nidation with them upon the most advantageous .terms tbat cooki^r 
be obtained. He would even agree to their independence* C^set 
position was not, .however, unanimous.^ The earl of Chgrtigmir^ 
resisted it witb ^ strength of determination, and a vehemence a£b 
speech, .that were peculiar. The earl of Sbelburne embrAce^'^ 
similar sentiments. They jointly protested againstany^mea^urs^ 
that4end^d.tothfB.dismemb€rm^it of thei«m]^^iand<othe;iic^t 
knowledgment of American independence. The latter^^upbibi^ . 
ticalJy stiled it the ^^ setting forever oftbe^ British.sun*^":: r{A.ii»^> 
dangers and all trta)s were to be encountered soonei- tban?tQiit<»in. 
init.to such ^ disn^mbernaent. Great^Britain-Was in po$se$9io4^' 
of ample resof^rces to prevent such a disjftster^ The- nun>b^^ 
and spirit of her people, their riches and their strength, wevm^ 
gieat^r than her foes suspected ; and even than she herself conki 
well ascertain till they had been justly tried. During the debars: 
of the day, the carl of C^atham^ wliile engaged in his eggeT:* 
speech against the acknowledgment of Anierican ind^endenc^f 
was^ized wkh that fainting which was the; prelude ta bisjdeatii^* 
on the nth of May, in the ^veutieth year of his^ge. M^h^^ 
left bebind him tbQ character of one of tl>e greatest 'orators arii 
statesmen that this or, ally other country has ever pDoduccd:;.^ 
vdth the finesjt opportunities in his bands of acquiring anamplei: 
fortune, he left his family destitute of all suitable provisioo^: 
Xbe ho^se of commons, Jtio we ver, to testify their gratiiude-ii^'r 
lum,|i|^.bAS important; and eminent public services, providedi|<)l(' 
the payment of his debts, and settled an honorable income Ufpouki 
Wsposterity.. ..:/'■<'. 

The Duke of Richmond's proposed address wat„rej^ctedl!gr< 
agicat majority. But a protest was signed upon .the ncca^on^i 
by twenty peers, wberein they condefoned,. .with thc: i^mfistu 
fi:eedom and asperity of language, tbie^ksigu to fwoist jhk tiitfK 
Djeasturcs ow^ied w ia the cSioni€»t ^ . ,. :f. vib* 
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«^^j^ 13.] AFreiHftH isquaflron 'which had fer several moffth$ 
IsrMirequip^i^ at Touion^ sailed from that port under the cOth- 
naamd-gf count d'Estaing. It consfi^ted of twelve ships of the ' 
iiflbf an4 four frigates of superior si2e. Mr. Silas Deatie arid * 
Mr» ©crard, who nasbecnappointed the French minister to con- 
gjpa^'^ere on board. On the 4th of May, aoth^ntic intelti^-- 
geoc^ of liis sailing, arrived at St. James's; Some of the mfni^ 
^A^fcteappefthig to be o«t of town, the cabinet could not mcfet 
tyi-di^-^txth ; wh^n Orders and instructions were instantly dis- 
jMRclied' to Portsmouth; and on the next dky all hands were cio-i > 
pli^ed in J«5epariilig for the immediate sailing of a powerful squa* 
6§ML « On Friday the 8th, the wind changed to the west, and it 
1^8 not till the'20th that admirals Byron and Hyde Parker sailed 
fi0lBi Popti^tiouthi with twelve ships of the line ; but the British 
nifiiisteffls^ not knowing whither count d'Estaing's squadron wa4 
d^ined, nor that Deane and Geratd were on board, they sent 
a|r express^ to stop their final sailing till further orders, so that 
tbciy/p*it4nto Plymouth. At length being relieved from theit 
d^afcts^by the 5th of June, they determined to send adtniral By- 
xMllo* America, and at the same time to give him the command 
ei»'4^at station, by sending with him that leave to return which 
kgllilriowe had desired ; and oti the 9tii the admiral sailed from 
Bt^jtYonih. Loi-d Howe had been deceived into his comipand ; 
Idftiibeen deceived while in the exercise of it; and being tired 
and dbgiistcd, had required permission to resign.* 

i[May 13.] General Burgoyne landed at Portsmouth. On his 
mtSmiA it Loiidon; he soon discovered that h6 Was no longer an 
<Af»et of court fevor. He was refused admission to the royal 
|)ie»en€« ; and from thence experienced al^thoi5e marks of be- 
i^4n <Magrace, which are so well understood, and so quickly 
<^erv6d by the retainers and followers of courts. 

i[^May 14.] -Sir George Saville moved for leave to bring in a 
fatil for therepeal of certain penalties and disabilities provided in 
ajt^^act of the 10th and I ith of William 111. entitled an act to 
pi«event the ftirfcher growth of popery. He p^posed that a suf- 
ikient test might be formed, fay which the papists should bind 
tbediie^s to the support of tlie civil government by law esta>* 
blisi«ed. The motion was received with universal approbation* 
A bill was brought iri and carried through both houses withun- 
ci^inen , unaiiimity ; ministry and opposition vied with each. 
43^t'ixi activity tot/orward it; the first considered it as a prelude * 
tdvtheiempioyingof pa;pist£ in the fieets and armies ; that respects 
aUrbodywlio called^ themselves ^Ai '^t^^, took the lead avow^* • 
edly in support of it; and the beoeh- of bishops ccoperatc^ 
tea^j^i&^ith the other promoters of it j it was passed without^ 
* hold Hewe ia th« faeufc of c«mmon«t 
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fiftflenegativcjv tofl received th^ royal* asse At on. the* ^ffif^ 
May. By this act tire clause in the apt of WiHiaiti III. for piibl 
^puling* of popish btsheps, priest 01?. jes«its, is repeated \ tSa^ 
Ihat for subjecting pppisis. keeping sehoois for Ae eduesUQRt>F 
youth, to perpetuai imprisoflment ; aad tbafc l&e^ise^'wfiidi diBr 
aWes papists from inheriting fends by dcsdent^, and gives io •** 
next of ](Lin (being protestants) a right to inheiit fitJclkf JaAkb^t 
i)eside that wliich disables papists from purchasing ma&^s^4ands 
or hereditaments, ia England ob Wales -, but th£ aet leaves ail 
Unds to possession, just as they were, and all causes in litiga-^ 
tion, as if it bad never been ^maile? and the benefits arisiagA-om^ 
it, rest on the condition of taking a , certsun prescrabed oath o€ 
Uliegianee within six months of its passing into a l&w. 
; [May 25.] Sir W>lUam Meredith observe^l in the bouse of 
ComtnonSy that thje British ministers had early and cooapiete in* 
telligencc of the Fr^ench preparations at Toulon^ He said that 
on the 3d of January they had notice of the equipment; on tbe- 
6th of February they had advice of the number of sh^ that 
was to compose the squadron ; ami on the 28th of the saxoe 
month, that the crews were all Cfwnpleted ; and that dw;^ had^ 
parly information of count d'Estaing's arrival, anil of the d 
on which he intended to saiL He moYcd,'anrK)ng other s^fe 
tk9tit c)td not appear to the house^ that any orders mse s< 
ijfltii the 'imh of Apri], for any fleet of observalioil^ ^ ^^m/A 
the motions of -that foom Toutoni but tbestreiigth: «rf fBwuMi^ 
»^as too grfcat to admit of its being carried^ * : » .1 

On the 3d of June a period was put tq ihe session ^ pAiM i B 
B>ent; and on the 9th the earl of Chathaiia?$ reifiatiis ♦'w«jre^hm» 
aiorably interred ia Westminster Abbey, at the pubSceiPfcace^ 
at which also^ a magnificent montimeiH has beeirotdei?^ td^ 
erected in the saine >place, lo his pemembran^. - * • * ** *«* 
Warlike* preparations ore going forward ift^ ev€frf 'jsat' of 
Great- Britain > but thd French hdve undout^dly ^fe stast^ iMit 
are in the greater forwardness* Admiral Reppel Sidfedlrom'Sit 
Helen's 6n acruise off Ushaut [June 13.] withtiroa^ sl^s^teC 
the lilsc ; but not in that excellent order, nor sa/vretf^ii»tfno€kl|^ 
as the critical situation of affairs between the two itntfoas^a^ 
pears tojrcquire. ; • ^ • - *> 

What could not be mentioned in the order ioftifis*, itHHrt »<^ 
bt related, that capt. Jones, of the Ranger ^vateer, from W&tt^ 
' jnouth, in New-Hampsliii e state^ toward the cnid of Aprtlv Ismitt 
in: the nighty at Whitehaven, in Cumberland, a -party 'of 9(T men; 
«od set hre to one of the stnps in the harbour ; by the ^f%et6^ 
of the inhabfeantsthe jgames ^erebitirtguislied before they hmt 
reached the digging, He afterwasd innded simio^^ii^M^ftfii 

-weltera 
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ytcttem coast of Sc9tbD4 ^t^d .plundered .th& liouse of.Lof d So^4 
k^k, near liiriuid bright, of .plate,-jewela aiid bther valuable ^ti-f 
<lc»* He is A ScotchmuQ by birth, andis. saidvto liave lived fox<^ 
a^edywitJiiusiordshipi , . . , 

•Xqanjay expect from roe the earliest intelligence of tliose im^ 
^fpipwf^ traas^ctions, . tliat are aboattocomoiencein thisqua&r> 
€civo£ tii« world. ; . . 



ni: 



LETT E. R XIL . 

'it' ' . ■ • • • ...-.-. 

!•/ - Friend OoartoK^ . * 

tHE French, to perplex the councils of the British courtSM 
semteled d muititude of regiments from all parm of -the -king*- 
iotOD, aad Jiiapched them down \oihe sea side, where th^y form-* 
«4:lArge eneampment^ opposite tatke* shores of jGreat-Britain,*^ 
These manoeavres accasioned the-ealling out and- embodying ofi 
^ H^Ui^a of England up^ivthe rising of parliaments Tl>e mUi- 
tia b^ing' joined by the regular forces, camps were forrfted in dif^ 
ferent places : but the nation trusted most tO' tfce navyt. • 
e^y last ^^iosed with the account of Admiral A>/?)9ff 5 having? 
sailed. He was deservedly in the higljest esteem withhis owfr 
|Ky)fession,.as well as the pubfie. It was eKtrem€iy'}>ropcr there- 
i^$ that he should he appointed 'to command that fleets to which; 
\i||S:pOHaa>iUed the defence- of the island, the protQCtloo of thev 
i^QE^ewavd bmmd trade, and the preeervatioa of the dignity ni 
dl0:' British ^g in the adjoinii^g seas* . On hi* arrival at Ports-* 
iDOUth toward-the Cfidof Majch, he found matters very •diifcr-' 
ent fronfv the opinion that had' been generally circul^tod, and? 
fe»ai what he himself bad been led* to ejtpect. Instead of a- 
Kvong wd well appointed iioet> he discovered tQ his a^onish- 
«K9S^ that there were only six sail of the line ift any. degree of 
Mif^tfUtp fof inEvmediate service^ eveo these .0*1 his^ reviewing. 
m^}% With a seaman's ^ye^ gave him no peculiarpleasure. ; Tbov 
pMlp^y. and condition ofboith n>ei| and ships was nutiaot<e( 
< to rmin fa4him-fe# 4efe;i?ncy of all JMn^i of naval stor-^^.^^as W 
^(^ t« >. n:(:ntabie 
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rentable ; but the admiral acted with such jirudence and £^ 
^on> as to prevent that increase of the public alarni» that a d^ 
■play of these circunastances must have occastoned. He urg^ 
Ibis private applications to the admiralty, with such assiduity at^ 
effect, that a new spirit and unusual degree of vigor were sucL 
dcnly seen toprevade the naval department: and such indusigp 
was used, that beside dispatching the twelve ships for AnjieriQk' 
under Byron, he was enabled to take the seas with a fleet of 
twenty sail of the line, at the time already mentioned, tic h;^ 
scarcely arrived at his station in the Bay of Biscay, when twh 
iFirench frigates, with two smaller vessels appeared in sight, acj^ 
were evidently taking a survey of the fleet. Warhadnot becn^er 
clared nor reprisals ordered : but it was necessary to stop th^ 
frigates, as well to obtain intelligence, as to prevent its beic^ 
conveyed. A general signal; for jcha§ing^wasTmade ; a ship of 
tlic line got at length along side of the Licorne of 32 guns ; o^ 
her firing a gun, the Frechman stood to her and was broug]irf 
intQ'the^eet. Mean while, the other French frigate, Za Betk 
Poule, of twenty-six heavy twelve pounders, beside sevei^ 
•others of lighter metal, with a schooner often guns in cqxfipsL^f 
were closely pursued by the Arethusa frigate of only twenty.^lgj^ 
*six pounders', and the Alert cutter, till ought of sight of th^ ^M\ 
The Arethusa getting, up with her chase, captain Jl/ar^AaK^^- 
quested the French officer, lieutenant Chedeaudela Chcheterie^ 
Wing to, and acquainded him with the order for conducting I^n^ 
to the admiral. A compliance being refused, the captain firejt" 
a shot across the Belle Poule, which she instantly returned, hjf* 
pouring her whole broadside into the Arethusa. A desperate eij* 
gagement ensued witli unusual warmth and animosity for ^boia 
two hours, each side vying vvith the utmost degree of natioiuJ 
emulation to obtain the palm of victory, in this first' actioii an^* 
opening of a new wan The Belle Poule had the superioritjj 
pot only in the weight of metal,, but to number of men. Ilic 
Arethusa was so shattered, that she became almost unmanage^^ 
ble as there was little wind. The captain was obliged to act n^ui 
tlie n^ore caution, as he was upon the Fren^ch cpa^ and dh^ 
on share a,t midnight. The Jielle Poule haying her head in Wit^ 
the land, and meeting with no further interruption froni tfe 
Arethusa, embraced the opportunity, pf standing into a sixijQl 
bay. During the forepart of this, action, the engagement wi^ 
tio less warm between the. Alert cutter and French scbobnen-^ 
Their force was about .equal. The contest was well SMpport^. 
|br upward of an hour, when, the schopper was compQll,ei^*|5 
strike. Next njorning an miexpected moveinent .n)ad^ by tM 
Licorne, occasioned. one of tjtjie couyqj tp fir? a sjij>t^r($j^jt« 
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■^j^, as a signal for Tceeping her course, when to the astonislx- 
jiientof adiuiral JCeppel axid the whole fleet, she suddenly pour-- 
*€d her whote broad-side, accompanied with a general discharge 
^<6f niuskejjy, into" the Americ^^ of 74 guns, at th^ instant Joj4 
Hpngford, her commander, Wi^s standing upon the gunwale, and 
ialkirig in terms of the utmost politeness to the French captain. 
"jThc frigate, instantly struck her colours, as soon as she had dis- 
charged her fire. Only four of the America's people were 
Woundci Notwithstanding the provocation, lord Longford had 
5iich command of his temper as not to return a single shot. — * 
Another French frigate falling in with the fleet, .was detained by 
tiie admiral, under the plea of hostility committed by the Li- 
•ibrne;; but several French merchantmen wer suffered to pa$» 
ftiVough the. fleet unnaoIesLed. The capture of the French fri- 
gates afforded the admiral a source of the mostcritica] and^alarro^ 
ing information. He was now within sight of Ushant, when 
bjc* discovered to his astonishment, that the French fleet ii^ Brest 
road and Brest water, amounted to thii-ty-two ships of the fine. 
Beside ten or twelve frigates, while' his own force consisted only 
^1" twenty of the former and tjireeof the latter. The odds be- 
^iveeh the two fleets was so vast, that he could not justify risk^ 
Ik^ ^il action, which might prove fatal to th6 kingdom. But ft 
gave him the greatest' uneasiness to find himst*f obliged to tura 
his back on France. The French no sooner determined to take 
k decided part with the Araearicans, than they assiduously ap*? 
^lied themselvjes to the getting of their, navy into the utmost ^for- 
wardness for actual service ; and had proceeded with such pro- 
^und secrecy that the strength of it had not transpired so as to 
jreach the British ministry, who appear to have been wanting in 
feVdcuring good and early intelligence ; which was a matter of 
S9 'much importance in the estimation of the French, that they 
used every means for obtaining it The Brest fleet lay ready for 
sailing; and was only detained till the destination of admiral 
Byri)iirs force could be ascertained at Paris. 
-" '0une 27,] On the return of the British fleet fO Portsmouth^ 
ihe admiral's conduct was branded witli the most opprobrious 
tef fhs^ and ascribed to the most disgracefu^l motives, and his 
general character treated with th6 most indecent scurrility id 
-^ose publications which he considered as under the immediate 
mrectlon of the ministers. He bore all with wonderful temper; 
iriade no complaints ; pressedforward the preparations for his rer 
fijrfl to sea, without noise or parade ; and subriiitted to all the 
lifamerited reproach thrown upon him, without being provoked 
taa justification, which, by the narration bf the fact, mu^have 
%5fniraatea the fost lord of the admii^alty. The seasonable arri4 
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^kl<}fihe two first of the British Wc^-thdia iSe^ isiiM:m 

t^vant trade, bfought in a sujpply of seamen It the i»cigk^ft^ 

period in which they could have been wanted. By tlili ttlfeiil, 

and the exertions every where Used by tftb aHituraliy^: ^^pfl 

was enabled to put aglin to sea, on the ninth of ][til7,'H^&J|t 

ships o( the line, atid was joined on the t^ay by $ix boOifei JKt 

had also an addition of br\e frigiite and two fir6 shipf: JkthA 

while the French king hikde ^eof the eng^g^m^nt "w^ tiUs 

Belle Poule and the taking of thi other fngates, is tb^ o^eim- 

t)Ic ground for issuing put Orders for i reprisal oil British tth^ 

and the OKdinanc^ sij^ned the i^th oif March, wisHi|imtdi^li^ 

published. Similar meaisures were pursued in Gr^afe^fen^i, 

when the account of these transactions was received* iTbli&jHi- 

thing of war was wanting between dife i^ix ttadbii^-.^excepCi^ 

. the formality of- the declafatibn. - , I . r : .^ 

The force and destixiaiion of admiral 6y]ro a v1^%%^lfa^ 

inade certain 'to the French itiinistry, oixlers tv^fe ^^^-^lUe 

" Bre§t fleet to proceed to $ea^ They ih^tantly^^e^hW ^'c^« 

• and sailed the day "preceding the departurfe ^f the^ BHi&kfiM 

- from PortsmoutF>. Thpy amounted to 32 d)ips Of ^VUiie^ — * 



a cloud of frigates, and were divided into three »quaAsoi|fe ||c 
whole un<Ier thacommand of the count d'Orvilliers, i;tl|d.iiiQ& 
assisted in his own particular divisiob, by admiral the i^ottot Je 
Guichen. The second was commanded by the conM Pfkby*- 
fault, assisted by monsieur de Rochechovart ; 'Arid the thSitlly'^fe 
' duke of Chartres, a prince of the Mood, Seconded i)y- a'di^aiM 
the count de Grasse. The duke was sent on board t>y -tbe^co^ 
to animate the fleet, and to intimate the greatrtess of tfre otj^t$ 
proposed, arid how oiuch reliance was'plaCed on the coor^^jii^ 
exertions of the officers and seamen. The British fleet Hvasf "ii^ 
thrown into three divisions, the van being c0m'mande4- h'j-Sit 
Robert Hatland, and tlie rear by Sir Hugh PaHiser. Tt(e cp|Q-|> 
mander iti chief, with the centre division, was assisted by ti^Ji^ 
luntary services of admiral Campbell, a brave and expeii^te^.^ 
"fieer,. wha from ancient friendsliip and a long partJcip3ti«i^.Qf 
danger and service, condescended to act as fii-stcali^ti ioJE^ 
pel's own ship, the Victory. The two fleets cariie 'lb ^^^^dJF 
each other oil the 23d, in the afternoon. From the raoipfen»ii^W 
the French admiral, it was inferred tllat he bad no khowI^Aj^iCi' 
the increase ofKeppersstrerigtli; but considered bis fleet a^»e. 
ing in number the saiiie as when oil its station before Bi'tist* iS^ 
appeared disposed to briiig on an imniediate action ; biit wA^&ifdb 
fieets approached so near as to discover each bther*sforce> H^Wf* 
|>arentlv relinquished thatdeterniination",iii5dcoatimM^4after«» 
^^vade^ witli|^reat canUoa and knowledge in Ihi&froi^sstffiv 
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liad Ijie ady^nti^ge either pf bringing it ou, or <)f tojtifUy avojdifijj 
^)t. p\jttm>of tbcjflinc yf {>attlf -3hijM fcjUl con^ th^ 

ly^ewardy an3 vrefe so c^^taalijrcuf o^ trom thp rest of ttie ^eet, 
. t»hat th^^ereiiieyer ab^Ie to rejcip it cjurjijig. tl)ie ^c^ixajuader o^thp 

cruise. This putthejiio'^jtile flee^ on aii pat^lity iq poiptof pmu- 
^ji?er/withre$pe-^- --- -^^t^-^^- --- >i^.- ^v... . .__. . ;. 

»ue<i CojQLSUjaXli 
eyfCBLcLy wlip d 
Vjaaijy expected 
* tbe corixjEercia 

-WouLa £ave to 
^/jfrjgptes wipre &t 
^ :tives, a^ncj laTbpi 
^"'itfaregtrfciriing 

-practlc^lxle^ the sjgjnaj for .cji^ing ,to .w^ad.vvard yy^ kept CQ?- 
^^^lafttly ftyixjg; tJ^V ^'^•J ^li^ sudden- slufts of wind, togexh/^r 
**Wltli jaxi unexpected juid Junint^nUonal ,efect produgedby ao evo- 
•^ jhition on tliejtrrfnc'h side,})ieing all improv.ed Vy.the most n>aster- 
'ff^Soti^ pxi t)^e other, brought thip two 4^e)t so close. that they 
-;^uld'np.t |paT£ yvith'put an actio/i, Bvt the Rppch endeavored 

Joav^dj? ii$"con3e,(jup^ce^as p^u^^^s^ possIbJe ; ajod by ^v^jiA^o^y 

putting" about .on tliQ contrary tack^ altered the course of ,thc 
' letups in each fle.et, sp thattlxcy eoiild e;ng?ge only ^3 tliey paasea, 

•insttead oflying sd^e ^o sidcyandtiijereb^y niakiag apeffectu^al ^33* 
^ J>ression'i . ^ . • . - 

^ The French t^gan, by firing a^ a great distance o;i th,e .lieajd- 
^ grnosit of Sir Bobert H^rland*s division ^s the ships.led up,.but.not 
"*'» sbjot was returned till they .were near the eneiny. Tbeexaipple 
- W^i followed, or asimilar^^oaductpm'sued by the fleetin genei-aj^ 
' as fast as each shfp could cloi,e up with the French ; and not- 
- 1vltfest0hding tiiclr haviiig.bcen necessarily extended ,by tfce cha^e, 

* ihey were all soon in batil,e. Ji^ the Heets nassed.eacltotjhejLvcry 
:' r]os<*on the opposite tacks, the cannonaao was he|i\cy, axul tlie 

,j^Wtci coAsiderablc. The action lasted about three hours^ As 
^ the iff nch in their usual way, directed thei' fir.c paincipally a-. 
-^ gairHtche rigging, Ltveralof the British ships suflieredcofisidcr-. 

* ^Ur in ibeir masis, yards and siiils. The British fn;^ , which 
-•^ was princiually ievelied at tlue hulls of tKe.ediaiy, was nptdefi- 
t>-iii^iit in its eflcct of another kind, the destruction of the s^eameo. 
^'^'rire'a<r!iUi iicing\over for the present, admiral Kepptl bau^^'d 
-•v.€o\Vft i\\Ch{fpii\ for ^battle, till the ships. could recover .theu* sta- 
i-f*^.tvs ov ^A 4vear enough, to support eadi other ^a.the re^^^val 



Digitized 



by Google 



t4t Tm ntsroiLY cfi^w iA:fK3H^ 

ef the actiom To call them together for Aat purpose, be intiu 
jiediately made the signal to form the line qf battle a-head, 
which was considered as commanding the most prompt obedi^ 
cnce. Admiral Pallisei was at this moment in his proper staE^ 
lion ; but quitted it and passing Keppel to leeward on the contcaf^ 
tack, while the kCter was advancing to the enemy, never canHfir 
into the line durmg the rest of the day^ Palliser being totalljr 
^^ of the line, other ships for a-^tern^ and 5 disabled in -their rig^ 
ging, at a great distance to leeward, the' British admirai,-2d>00& 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, could not collect above twelve ships pk 
xenew^the engagements The French observing the exposed sita-r 
ation of the British ships wnich had fallen to leeward to repi^ 
their damages, edged away with aa evident intention of cuttiii]g. 
them off from the rest of-the fleets Adm- Keppel instantly dis^ 
cerned their design and the danger of the ships,, and suddenly 
ivore and stood athwartthe van of the enemy^ in a diagonal lin^y 
for their protection* He also dispatched orders to Sir rRofaeft 
Harland to form his division at a distance astern of the Victory, ta 
cover the rear and keep the enemy in check, till Pailiser should, il» 
obedience tathe signal, come with his division into hi^pTopcli? 
station. The protection of the disabled ships being accosipliste^ 
cd, and the French continuing to form ttieir line, ranging up4hr 
feeward parallel to the centre division, it became the admiral's ia^ 
mediate object to form his as specdilyas possible, in order to be^ar 
down upon them and renew the battle. Seeing Paliisef stillltt^ 
windward, he sent capt. Windsor of the fo5t frigate with ctpreib 
orders to him to bear down into- his wake ; and ^o tell him, thiit 
be ojily waited for him and his division to reneVir the attack. This 
order not producing the desired effect, the admiral threW,*out 
the signal for all ships to come into their stations ; and again 4R; 
seven o'clock, being wearied out with fruitless expectation, he 
made the signal for each particular ship of Palliser's division to 
c^ome into her station in the line ; but before tliey had compli^ 
with this signal, night put an end to all further operations.^i* 
JFrom a motive of delicacy, no signal was particularly thrown 
out to the Formidable, Sir Hugh Palliser's own ship^ 
- The French could have renewed the action during every hodr 
of the afternoon, with apparent advantages, which from the sita^ 
ationof affairs could not possibly have escaped their observation. 
Their conduct the folio wing night indicated their indi^ositionto^ 
©renewal of it* Three of their best sailing vessels were slatioi*- 
edat proper distances with lights to divert the attention of tte 
British fleet, and to induce a belief that then whole line stiU kept 
its position. During this deception tlie rest of the fleet witB- 
4rew inthe most ^lent smunicri without Jig^tsovolit^'^ 

aals 
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JWftIs Ihan-ttic throtaing up of someTo^kets-; aivd made tKitbesi 
^ their way to Brest, where th^y arrived the ne-^t evenings By 
jday-ligfet the French iSeet had got at such a distance, that the firte 
tish admiral concluded, he had not the sma4iest pj>ospect of com* 
isg up with them, and that neitlieF a general nor partial pursuit 
-could answer any beneficial purpose*- He therefore left only a 
^|)roper fbfce to protect the homeward bound trade, and tliea 
4^de the best of his way to Plymouth, as being the Hearest por|^ 
ibi order-to put the fleet ioto a proper condition to retiwa ii% 
^^g[uestof the enemy^ 

^ . 'It "was observred oii the tJay of action Witlv equal surptis<? and 
•Hegret, and by some of the bravest and most experienced British 
tpfficers, that the French worked and nryanQeuvred their shipSt 
jwitha degree of scanian-like address and dexterity, which they 
jiever before perceived^ The event of the day, and the consc^ 
jquent escape of the French fleet were to admiral Keppei intole^ 
**ahiy grievous* By his consu.mntate skill, and the most incessant 
industry, he had gained after four days pursuit of the enemy, 041^6 
-«f the fairest opportunities of doing the most signal service t4> 
Jiia CQuntry, in the most critical exig^ency, ancj of raising his owa 
^»m^ to the summit of naval renowm- lie hoped to have made 
fi^^ '2^ of July, *^ a proud day to Great- Britain." AH these 
4Wighty advantages and glorious rewards wercunaccountablyra* 
:^i6hed fcom him^ when they appeared within his grasp. In Ply* 
onouth, ^the failure of a complete victory was attributed to Sir 
dHugb Palliser j whose non-t2ompUance with the admiral'Ss sig^ 
-^Si\s has been ascribed by many to the disabled coiidition of &omc 
i»f the ^liip& in his division- 

./the admiral, witli wonderful temper, and no less. prudence^ 
.H^comraodated his conduct to the necessity of his situation, and 
^ade the public security and interest the only objects of his Sw 
irection. He advanced no charge against Palliser. His public 
J«tter was short, general, and barren of information. It stated 
Jacts so far as it went, threw no blame upon any body, and com- 
mended the bravery of the officers in general, and of Sir Ro- 
bert Harlandand Sir Hugh Palliser in particuiaiv , But this ap* 
f>robati<in is to be applied only to the particulai* circumstances 
and immediate tiiBC of the action: the subsequent transactions of 
th« afternoon^ were in general thiown into the shade^^ ajid the ^ 
^a«ses that prevented a renewal of the engagen>ent left in suc& 
.^bscurityj as has drawn no small share of censure upon Keppei 
-Jiim^If ► . 

<.. The -French fleet returned to Brest considerably damaged Jm 
^i^\€\s haUs, but glorying in an action, wherein they had engaged 
..pn ecjiidl^ntiinbcr of Biitish sWps^ without tb^ loss of a singl«««e^ 
, - • sel. 
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^8el> J|$ thpqg^ they^Ua^ lamped 'a victory. Jt wiU be- sgpe t||^ 
before they 4Fe fulljr repaired, through a icarcitv pf the n^C^^^ 
jy mea^s. " ' * 

TJie -^ericaijs h^Y« mmy frie?fd$ in If oUaad, wh^ wfll fc^ 
jready to assist theiii whei> aa opportunity ofters. ; l^u( ppf a^]^ 
piodc ^t P^ris, TJ^ey have pot U^f s^me inducenaeiit^ ^hh tiS|<t 
f rench (o veature on ^ war with Pntain, in favqr of tbr \nit^ 
pendente qf ypur United ?tate^. I)i}tcb policy will k.$2^p th^St 
froifi jt, th^t.tttey jn^y enjoy th^ sw^^gtt of^aneutr^tf wfa|{^ 
others are fighting. They may stqppir you with «|*toan^^i|t 
they will not dra>y the sword in yoiir M^alf. Nothif^ will bt}ft|; 
therp to this ualess Britain sh()uld ad^d tp theip iQpg c^tajt^jip 
,^f pQlitic4i crrgrs, that of compelling thefla ^o iL. 






t l> T T E R ,' Xm^ 



LIEUTENANT colonel Ethcn Allen wgt5at l^ngth^y^i^- 
I ged", and congress granted hinj a brevet comnu^gp of i^ 
Jonel, [May 14.] in reward of his fortitude awJ ?C4l in tfte. jE^uSer 

^€f his country. ' ' *« 

(Jcneral SuIlivaH feeing sent to conupand »t ProvideA4:;sr« g^air 

Pigotwho Wjas at Newport, inferred that there w*s a^s^/>f 

. attacjdng Rlioderlsland wheiiever aa oppwtnpity pfi€;:ejd ; l}\e 
latter therefore concluded upou an expedition th*t jti^i^t delay 
ox frustrat£ the event. Lientenant col. .Campbell, with al^oijdt 3(l> 
British and Hessians was sent off in the night of ^e ^|t3b,pA^^ 
up the river, and landed from the ships, tender^, ^nd bp^t^p?* 
fore 4ay» between Warren and Poppa^quash-ppint. At,day-t^t 
[May 25.] they piarched in two bodies,, o^e fpr W^treii,iutd 
the otli^r for the liead of Kickensmt-xiver, where tliey ^csteoy- 
<d about seventy flat-bottomed boats, and set fite tp one of 
the state galiies^ which .was extinguigl^ed without dpiog toiK3i 
iiyury. They burnt also a quantity of pitch, tar, plai^k, &f.=7- 
They then fiied the meeting-Bouse >t W?irrcp,>BOi sever^J dwiil-. 
lii^ houses ; and retreated toward Bristol, whcnre their ships and 

- boats iiad falku dowft to recciye them. . In Bristol they fauttt 

4m<i 
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wO.&nd twenty houses^ anfl tlirough mistake, llie cliurch instead 
«f the rlie^Ung-bouse, The destruction of houses aliS plaees of 
10or&hjpj W.3S afterward aftributed xhit^y to the ikeHtiousness of 
J^ soldiers^ wlio. treated both friends and foes With crueltr^ 
jfciiderftighoiises and robbing Women ©f their 5boe -buckles, gold 
rings and haiadkerchiefsv lliey carried oiF with them a s^ategal*. 
ley. A kw .*ay« after, a painty of 1 5a men #ere sent from New- 
lH>iti^ fo burfi th'^ 5a\fr-aiills and cokitiguous houies at Tiverton. 
Sr^ey fired, an old h^iH and oM house near the pluce^ of landing ; 
4^ IbeR prc>ceeded fo^ the towiv tb execute the business they 
%ere.sent' upon; but thebrid^fe leading to it being xlefended hf 
Urt and tivfenty i^ii, they could not ei^»s, though. Jbey atten>pt^ 
ed it Teipealed[y, I'he adv^ncii^ season wHf ciosie the^ stnuH 
fcjccwsion's, by tasBgii^ forward mojfe capital opeiations; a?nd 
for the coutttefacting of Vvhich tUt Anienca^s musit depend 

much upon supplies from France. ^--^ — --This reminds me/ 

Ihat On the 28th, a Fre*ieh 50 gun ship^ with S50 men^ a brig 
uhd ia schooner, brii^ing arms anS dry gOod&, aiTi'ved in James 
River, Virginra, from Rochford, CoYigreSs the iieitt day, t<:> 
commepnorate tbe ftgreeabte everit which has taken place be* 
tween France ftnd the United "States, resolved that a new conti- 
Itentat frigate, buift in ^c ^fassachu5etts, and Jately launched-, 
should be called the^ AllmKc. Withih three weeks after, th<^ 
conimaiid <>f her was hestoWed upon captain Peter -Landais. 

. ki thebegilwing of June the Trident arriv^ in the I>eldwar€, 

Vitfi the earl *of Carlisle, Mr. Eden and gdvefnor Johrr4toncV 

three iy( the commissioners for i'estoflng peace betiveen-Great^ 

iBritam and Aiiicrica." On the"Mh Sir Heilry €lhnton tnfoi-fneS 

jgen. Washington of tl>eir be?ag at Philadelphia, and requested 

'-g passport Tor doctor Ferguson, their secretary, with a letter fmm 

,*ih'em to congress. The general declined granting a passport, 

."WhicTi was vn^nimousiy approved by congress. The refiisai 

/^snade it necessary* to forward the letter, ^A^ith the a^ts, a copy "Of 

^^cir.coraraissionand other papers, 'by the common intercourse, 

'Th'ey were received by ^n express from Wasli^ngtoh'on the 

'i3ih, «hd tlie letter was read tfil some o'fferisivfe'Iangliage against 

f4ns -most Christian -majesty offered, *Gn whicti tlie further fcac^- 

•ing of it was suspended till the r^^, Hvhcfnlhe reasding of that 

."*nd the otiier papers was intished. They "Wefe referred to a 

Xornnuttee, who -drew up a Ictfcer to be sent by the president, iix 

l:.answer to the letter and pap^n'sfmm the comi^issiioners, whiob 

.|wa$ unanimously agre*edto by fhe delegates -on -the'nth, arrdVas 

4^^ follows^--** 1 have received the letter frcni yoiir excellenctes. 

^^X^ the 9th iftstant,' with the enclosures, arid laid them b^fdi'e 

^Q^giiess, Kothflig but aiiearnest desire to iip^i^etlie further df- 

fusion 
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fusion of human Wood, could I^ave induced them to read a p^epist 
coBtaining expressions so disrespectful to his nujst Christian nni^ 
Jesty, the good and great ally or these states, or to consider pia^ 
positions soderogatory to thohonor of an independentnatioi^Tt^ 
acts. of the British parliaipent, the commission t^qm yoijr.sovi^ 
reign, and your letter^ suppose the people cif Urese states to lie 
subjects to the crown of Great-Biitain, and are foiu^ded on the 
idqa of dependence, which is utterly i;iadmissible. I am further 
/iirected to inform yoiu: excellencies that congress ire inclinci 
to peace,, notwithstanding the unjust claims from which thp w^ 
originated, and tlie savage manner in which it hatii been caa- 
Aucted. They will therefore be ready to enter upon the <;on^ 
^deration of a treaty of peace and commerce, not inconsistent 
%vith treaties already subsisting, when the kipg, of Great- Britain 
sliall .demonstrate a sincere disposition for that purpose, . TJw 
.only solid proof of this disposition will be an explicit acknowledg- 
ment of the independence of these states, or the witlidraw^ 
his fleets and armies. — I have the honor to be, ypur exceiJe/icie;^ 
.most obedient and humble servant." Before this letter^ould^ 
received by the commissioners, a movement took place at Pi\U 
ladclphia,^ which must have completely tiiistrated aJJ n^gof^ 
tion, had the same been even in a train answering to the w^bew 
of the British agents, for it indicated an apprehension of gr^ 
danger to the royal forces should they continue in the city." 

Mr, Eden brought jarith him secret orders for the speedy pv^- 
cuatign of Philadelphia ; they were sp secre^ a^ no^ to he n^4^ 
iiiown either to himself or governor Johnstone. . Whether the 
^ari of Carlisle met with the like treatment, is not yet ascertain- 
ed. It has been publicly asserted, that the orders were d^t^d 
exactly three weeks before the commissioners sailed from Englan(J, 
which carries the date back to the last of March. On their (de- 
livery. Sir Henry Clinton, immediately applied himself to the 
pwtting of tliem into execution. By the eighteenth every thijig 
being ready, the British army evacuated the city, at three o'clock 
in the morning.. They proceeded to Gloucester-Point, thi^ 
miles down the river, and before ten the whole had passed in 
safety ^ross the Delaware, i;ito New-Jersey. At ten they hc&jx 
tiieir march to Haddonfield, which they reached the same day. 
Your curiosity may make you desirousot k-nowipg in what condi- 
tion the British left Philadelphia^ An American son uf liberQr, 
who visited it in the beginning of July, wrote to his friend*- 
"The whole north side of the city, before you enter, i&a 
promiscuous, scene of ruin, Upoii getting, into the city* I was 
surprised to find it had suffered so little, ' I question whether 
it would have fared better^ had our own troops been in po^^ 
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sesskm of it, that i^, as to the building^.*' The necessM-y pre- 
parations for its evacuation, could oot be concealed from general 
Washington; when the appearance of their intending to march 
Through Jersey became serious, he detached general Maxwell^s 
Tirigade, in Conjunction with iht militia of that state, to impede 
tiie- progress of the royal troops, so as to give the American aru. 
irjy time to come up with them, and to tak^ advantage of any fa- 
vorable circumstances that might offer. Some time before, gen. 
tee having been exchanged, had joined the afniy at VUley- forge. 
The evening preceding the evacuation, the principles of the 
opisfations proper to be adopted, were taken up and fully dis- 
'oSssed by his excellenty and the; general officeirs, when it ap- 
jptiiired to be the common sentiment,^ that it would be highly cri-' 
itoiiia! to hazard a general action with the enenay at present, as by' 
"it they might lose every advantage which a three years war, com- 
bined with maRyfortunate circumstances, had given to Anicri- 
jca^ The next day his excellency, after observing, **near 11,000 
•iben would be able to march off tlie ground in a condition for 
-service/^ proposed ia writing, a set of queries to the several ge- 
li'eral officers, in order to learn the particuliar opinion of each, as 
XO ""what is to be done ?*' which was to be returned on paper. 
Th6 answers were in common ^he same with the prevailing sen- 
^niient of the council on the pieccdtng day/ Gen. Mifflin was 
^Jiot of the number consulted. He would have gloried in being 
present to have takett ^n active part upon this occasion ; but by 
§bme secret manoeuvres was thrown at a distance. He desired 
and obtained leave of congress, on the 4th of May, to join the 
irniy, and repaired to Valley-forge. Somi6 of the general offi- 
-cers were disgusted at the thought of his returning to his com- 
mand now the campaign was opening, to share in the honors it 
Hiight yield, when he had not shared with them in the peculiar 
distresses of their winter-quarters. When their sentiments came 
^to be known to certain members of congress, measures Were 
faken to produce and perfect thefoUoviring motion on June irth, 
^ That gen. Washington be directed to order an enquiry to be 
ibade into' the cdnduct of itiajor-general Mifflin, late quarter- 
ftiaster-general, and the other offieers who acted under him m 
Ihat department ; and if it shall appear that the extraordinary 
deficiencies thereof^ and the consequent distresses of the army 
Were chargeable to the rhisconduct of the quarter-maste^-gene- 
Jral, or any of the said officers, that a court-maitial be held oni 
the delinquents." When this enquiry was ordered to be made^ 
'he was wifti the army, and in a fair way of obtaining a just 
; Jroportfon of his countrymen's confidence. He clearly*saw the 
ftwanfng of tiic strike > but the order made it necessary Ib^ 
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hini to okain leave of absence for seme weckS;^ to cotiect 3 
terials for his justification. ^ '* 

When intelligence of Sir Heiiry CKnton's having^ cvacoatedC 
PhiJadelphia and marclved to Haddonfield, reached the Aroerfc. 
can head-quartei-s, the next measure to be taken by gen. Wasfr4 
ington, was appaient Gen. Greene, by his conJuct and in-^j 
dustry as quarter-raaster-gencral, had effected such a happy 
change in the line of his department, as enabled his excellency' 
with great facijity to move with the whole army and baggage 
from Valley-fo^ge in pursuit of the enemy. The troops proceea^ 
ed to and crossed the Delaware at CorriePs ferry ; when asclet^. 
corps of 600 men were immediately detached under col. Morgan;* 
to reinforce gen. Maxwell. The slow advance of Sir Henrjr, 
led his excellency to suspect that he had a design of bringing ottj 
a general action, could he draw the Americans into the lowet" 
country. This consideration, and a desire ©f refreshing tlife^ 
troops after the fatigues they had endured from rainy and exccsi^ 
&ive hot weatlier, determin€?d the American general to halt about; 
five miles from Princeton. While tliere he stated to the gene-"^ 
ral officers JJune 24.] the following facts — "the enemy's forcej' 
is between 9 and 10,000 rank and file — ^the Amcrfcan array dn? 
the ground is 10,684 rank and file, beside the advanced brigade; 
UHder general Maxwell, of about* 1200, and about 1200 milina,'^ 
on which he proposed the question, " Will it be advisable to ha*^* 
zard a general action ?*' I'he answer was^ — ** Not advisable, but 
a detachment of 1500 to be immediately sent to act as occasion^ 
may serve, on the enemy's left flank and rear, in conj unction"* 
witn the other continental troops and militia already hanging" 
about them, and the main body to preserve a relative positi6n»! 

to act as circumstances may require. Lee, Stirling, Green^^jf 

Fayette, Steuben, Poof, Paterson, Woodward, Scott, Fortsal^^^ 
Knox." The detachment was immediately made under genefa^^ 
Scott. The same day Sir Henry concluding tliat gen. Washing- * 
ton, who had alway hitherto avoided a general action, woyld not [ 
now give into it against every dictate 01 policy, and that the Av^ 
merican views were directed Against his baggage, in which pai^ 
lie was indeed vulnerable, determined to take the right hanq^' 
roadleadihgto Sandy-Hook, instead of making for the^ariton^*^ 
where he suspected general Gates with^enorSiern army midit'\ 
join that under general Washington. Gates arrived at Fishkitf ^ 
about the middle of May, to take the command in that quarter.^ ^ 
The troops under him were so few, that he cotild not answi^/ 
for the defence of that pass through the highlands. With whlr'^^ 
he Was entrusted ; arid was persuaded that if the enemy ma* 

# sudden and 4€t9nniji^4 f usU tg v^ty it^ the mUitia wo 
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iot come in time to save it On tjie nth of June d!raught» 
arrived, and militia were- hourly expected ; after men tionbg this 
in a letter to congress, he^ exclaims — ** Thank heaven for the 
precious time die enemy have so foolishly lost !" He had no 
iclea of marehing* for the Rariton ; bqt his cavaky, and aconside- 
lable body of fnfanti'y, was at this period so posted, as to give 
the alarm? of an attack upon New- York r anrd he proposed mov'- 
mg the main body of his army ta White-Piains, arrd taking a 
strong canip in that neighbourhood, t6 keep up the alarm : which 
wiai highly approved ol by gen. Washington; and procured his 
Aanks. Onthe25thhiscxcell«rfcy moved Ws asmy to King^- 
fen. Upon receiving intelligence- that Sir Henry was prosecut- 
ihg his routetowards^ Monmouth court-house, hedispatched 1000 
select meir under brigadier gen. Wayne, and sent tlie Marquis 
de la Fayette totake the comrnand of the^whole advanced corps, 
■with orders to seize the first fair opportunity of attacking the ene- 
ipj^s rean^ Gen* Lee declined t|je command,,3S he was against 
attackii%, on wbich'it was- offered to the marquis, who accepted 
it with pleasure. In die evening of the same dary , the who4e ai-my 
marched from- Kingston, intending^ to preserve a proper distance 
ftp supporting the advanced eorps,^ and arrived at Cranberry car- 
^•thfcpext morning; The intense heat of the weather, and a 
«lo^i- coming on^ made* it impossible to resume tlife march that 
day without great inj ury to the troops. The advanced corpse be- 
ing in- consequence hereof too remote from the main body, and 
too far upon th?e rigbtto be supported, the marquis had orders 
•cnt him to- file off by his left toward English-town, which he ex?- 
cCuted early in^the morn-ing-of the 27th. Sir Henry beiHg*sensii. 
Wp of the approach of the American arijiy,. changed the dkposii- 
tlbh of his troops, and placed^ii^the rear what were deemed the 
hest, consisting of all the grenadiers, light-infantry andchasseurs 
of the line ;at the same tkne gen. Knyphausen was* requested to 
take the baggage of the whole army under the charge of hisdfvi- 
stoa> which made the first cokimn-. Under the head bf baggage 
was comprised, not only aH the wheel carriagest)f every depart- 
»eiit, but also the bat-horses — a train which, as the country adi 
jBitted bvt of one rout for carriages, extended near twelve miles; 
Tfie alteration made by Sir Henry laid gen. Washington undec 
the necessity of increasing the number of the advanced' corps; 
Kis excellency embraced this opportunity of gratifying gen. Lee> 
'with the consent of the marquis* Lee observed that his having 
^0(i>€d the command of the advanced corps had lessened him 
:hi^e opinion of officers and soldiers, wished to be appointed a- 
fr^. Washingtcm would not consentto remove the marqui* t 
hdi a reinforcement ^bcing wanted, h^ detached tee with tvi^ 

brigades 
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l^rigades to join the marquis at EogUsh-town) .and t)f cotM-sei||p 
take u^on him the command of the whole* The main bodj^ 
. jnaiched the same day, and encamped withm three miles of ths^ 
jplace. Morgans corps was left hovering on Sir Heni7's ligli^ 
jBank, and the Jersey militia, amounting to about 'lOO, uadelr 
jjen. Dickinson, on his left. 7 he foyal army was strongly eof* 
camped in the neighbourhood of Monmouth court-hous«, wherp 
they halted till the morning of the i^stfi^ When once arrived a^ 
the heights of Middletown, abput twelve miles in advance, tberf 
Vould have been no possibility of attempting any thing igaixM 
them with a prospect ofsuceess, the American general tfaeref(»p 
determined to attack thdr rear the moment they ipov^d froat 
their present ground^ and communicated his intention to Le<v 
who was ordered to make the necessary disposition, and to keef^ 
bis troops in readiness for tbe shortest notice* The like wa#^ 
done with respect lo the troops under his own immediate <oix^ 
xnandit ^ •. I 

[June 2^.] , General Knyphausen moved at day*brcafc : gqr 
lienry, tli at he might not pr^ss upon him, did not follow t^ 
Jiear eight o'clock, with the other division, compo^esd jo£ tbr 
3d, 4th, and' 5>th brigades of British, two battalions of Bcitifi^ 
grenadiers, the Hessian grenadiers, arbattaJionef ligbt-inftmttfw 
:the guards, and the 16th regiment of light-dragoons, a body €£ 
troops not easily to be equaled. 

: About one o*clock in the morning,- gen. Lee received a letter 
Irom gen. Washington, and in pursuance of the directioasit 
contained, wrote to gen. Dickinson to select some huadreds-rf 
his best men, and detach them as nigh to th^ Brilish rear as h« 
coulc^ These troopsi were to act as a corps of observation, ^uul 
to forward the earliest intelligence respecting the enetny.. Hm 
also ordered coL Morgan to advance with the men uoiief hi9 
command so near as to attack them on their first rnovcmwl t 
but it was left to him h6w to act, only he was ti) take eare^oail 
not expose his troops, in that manner as to disable hinsi freia 
acting in conjunction with Lee, should there be* necessity for it. 
Orders were likewise sent to Grayson, as the commanding officer 
of the two brigades (of Scot and Varnum) consisting, of about 
€00 men, to get them instantly in readiness to march. By day- 
light they entered English-town ; but it was not till between £ve 
and six that they marched from thence toward Monmouth^Ottrt- 
house, having been detained for want of guides. Nearly at iic 
same time, Lee gave orders to the several detachments and Mac* 
well's brigade, to prepare for marching immediately, leavtugr 
their packs behind under proper guard : they followed the two 
Just mentioned brigades about seven o'(;:kA;k. AJ^utfivo Dksk^ 
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iRMn sent an t^r^m to sen^rgl W^hingtoti,>afoni>tnf thatUai? 
ir^ftt of tte enemy had begaji theu iparch- liis excdliEncy. in- 
stantly put the army in motiop, aj^d sent orders to Lee to movp 
on and attack thcno, tinless ther^ sJbould be perj/ powejful rtasoiu 
taibe contrary;* 9n,d acqufiintcd hiw that he was marching t» 
support hitn, and for dfting it with Ae greater expedition and 
^onvenieoce^ should ii>ak£i the pien disencumber themsdve? <$" 
tiicir packs and blankets* The exceptive clause in the ordeis 
-sundered them discj?efionary/i they manifested tiip earnest desire 
Aftlie commander.ia «bief, that ^nJnaportantbJow might he 
igtruck wiiich Uip en^my.^hoMtd feel i.but Lee could not consider 
ihem^5 requiring bim t^ risk a general engagement, in direct re- 
^tigncnqy to the spirit of jthjE)se councils of war that had been ro- ^ 
peatediy held upon. the subject* .While Lee was advancing witk 
jiis^ojumn^ he sent forward an aid to order Grayson to push on as 
,fest as, possible and .attack the enemy,, Before the aid ovcitook 
hiai» he bad passed Freehold meeting-house with the two bri- 
^ad^. The aid delivered Lee's orders : but gave it as his opi- 
oiion, that Grayson had better n^t move on, for Xhathc had been 
informed that the main body of the enemy wa$ near Monmoudi 
court-house and was tliought to b^ wiarching to attack tlieai, 
^£ which circumstance he supposed Lee was ignorant. The 
iaidonJiis return fell in with . Qickinson^ who gave him the 
-same information, and charged him with a message to Lee. L&c 
•ctoformed to it on its delivery^ and gave orders for posting two 
maililiit regiments upon a hill for the securing of a particubr 
*iroad> aad then pushed fojrward over a morass, or ravine, by the 
ilbri%c car sauseway, to a height where Dickinson was. with a 
jfew. mil itia. . During his stay on this^ height, inteiligencc of Ihe 
ttoost extraordinary nature was continually brought him. Some 
■asserted, that the enemy had moved off with precipitation, and 
that it^was only a covering party which remained ; others avei^- 
'iT^,that the main force was still on the ground, and filing off ia 
columns to the right and left— one while tlie enemy's troops , 
.were tumbg the flanks of the American's — at another, pushing 
"hufwnt. 'I'hcse opposite reports occa^oned Varnum's brigade, 
and part of Scott's, and col. Durgee's brigade of Lee's column, 
4o pas6 and repass the bridge over the moirass several times, as it 
•was universally agreed to be by no means warrantable to risk an 
miction, with a ravine in the rear, over which there was only one 
igood passage. While these marchipgs and counter-marchLngs 
^0fok place, the marquis de la Fayette arrived at the head of tlitc 
jaaain body of Lee's troops i When the general having reconnoi- 
liUed a wood, into which.it had, been reported a battalion or two 
'^f the enen»y had thrown themselves,, and being sati>fied that 

<^ificn. Waftiingtoft'* l«ti«r of July i, 1778/ to cocgrcf*. 

it 
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k was povmAl€98f determiiiecl to tnaretr 6% sr^ht^crtiWyt 
liis own eyes^ the number, ovdcr and dispo^tkm of the3eii08^ 
and then to conduct biimelfaccordin^ty. His whole eoni&ufij 
amounted to-about %00(> mcny exclusive of Morgan's eotpt^^yd^ 
the Jersey mitttia ; and consisted of gen. Scott^s dbeta^hn^ifi^ 
gen, Wayne% gen. Maxwefl's brigade, gem-Varnanfl.'sr, geil£i^ 
Scott's and col. Jackson's regkikmt; Wbtn tbey 1^ iieari|v 
passed through the woods> wkbwhichtihe cotintiry^boundsraji* 
■were arrived at a point facing the Gourt*.ho^se, arid on^nair^^^^ 
of a plain about three tiiiles in ie«gtli*and'on'fe in "breadth, 
vftrc formed, but within the skirt of tlie wood,. that thereof 
might not discover therti. Here they remained while gene 
Lee and Wayne, and a few others, went out upon the r^C an^^^ 
rode forward to reconnoitre^ From the observations Lee m^€^ 
and the intelligence he obtained, he concluded that the force* W ' 
saw, were no other than the enemy's covering party^ and^nte#» , 
tained hopes of an interval between them and the main b^xl^'^ 
sufficiwitto afford him the opportunity- of cutting them oflfl Tli|^ 
he might perfect this business, Wayne was'appointe«l t6 ton^' 
xnand 700 naen, to whom vKte attached tw<>;p*eccs of artilteryii! 
Wayne-wa« to attack the covering party in the rear faintly,^' 
as to halt them, but not with vig^r lest that should occasion tfa^T^ 
Tetrcating with celerity to the main body, or drawing fronr ^f 
so powerful a reinforcement as to defeat the principal dcsign;-^^ " 
Meantime Lee was to endeavor, by a short road leading to th^ \ 
left, to gain tlie front of the partjr. While marching on thM .^ 
road, -one of gen. Washington's suite came up to procure inldli?;' 
gence. Lee, with a fixed firm tone of voice and countenaiicif ^ 
which suggested confidc^nce of success, desired him to infrbm bl^ '- 
excellency, that the enemy did not appear w-ell tounderstand lim '^ 
roads ; that the route he was on cut off two miles -^ th^ the rear . 
of the enemy was composed of 1500 or 200O ; that he expfecfc ^ 
ed to fall in with them, and had great certainty of cutting iHenl 
offhand that general Wayne and col. Butler were timusing, ' 
them with a few loose shot while he was performhrg the routfi^ " 
Wayne's command was advanced to the right and drawn 'upt * 
The enemy appeared just in the edge of the wood upon %i*^nal^ ' 
ncnce with their light-dragoons. A fe^ of the American Jigfit-^ * 
horsemen were advanced upon the right, at a very consi^rabli^ ^ 
distance. One of Lee's aids-de*camp observed tthe<jueen'sl^itt'|'^ 
dragoonsparading as though they raeanttocharge these Amenciif^ 'v* 
Jight-hoKemen, who had no officer of eminence to heW tfecni':^' 
he therefore rode up and advised them to let the Biirish xJi^^i 
goons come as near as could be done with safety, and then tdife^" 
ticaioff to where gen. Wayn^ was, arid M mm rectW^tfei^'"^^ 

The 
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^]^^ Biitish hoi^se jpu^sij^ed ilU they <^Bim near the geaeral, wbc* 
rcc^iying a iire from coJ. Butler's regiment, posted on the skirt 
c^a woo^, they wheeled and galloped off in great haste to their 
owrn bodyj as they were retiring, the two pieces of a|tillery fired 
a fewT shot at then^* Way«e thcj* advanced, aud encouraged 
Ids men. to follow on, and charge thecnemy with bayonets. The 
:a^ rode back to Lee, .who iipraediately sent him forward to 
Wayne^ with orders that he should only feign an attack, and hot 
pu^li on too precipitately, as that would * subvert his plan and 
dg^ppoint his mtentions. . Lieut, col. Qswald, who commanded 
tliq^airtillery, supposed that the enemy were retreating, and so 
f|ssed tl>e mqrass in front, over a causeway, into a grain field, ^ 
and began to cannonade. . This Ixappened after ten o'clock.— 
About the same ti;«e a p^t of Lee's troops issued out of a wood 
oh the left of, and about a mile Jjelow the court-house, in small 
columns, a|uJ in an oblique direction with respect to the i-oyal 
forpeSj rather toward ^tlieir right, and within cannon shot.^ — 
These were drawn up ready to face the Americans, with their 
riglit near a wood, and their left on open ground^ covered by ' 
their cavalry, and forming an obtuse angle with the court-house. 
TJje cavalry filed off to the left, as if witli design to attempt 
■sojnething on the right of Lee's troops^ which occasioned an or- 
der to the marquis de la Fayette to wheel his column . by his 
right, and to gain and attack the enemy's left flank. Lee hav- 
ing also ordered to t\ie right the three regiments in Wayne's de- 
taghraer^t. Wesson's, Stewart's and Livingston's, rode toward 
Oswald's artillery apd reconnoitred thc^nemy, wiio appeared ia 
full view, marching back again toward .the court-house, and ia, 
grqater jjumbers.than was expected, so that Lee Siiid, he bcliev- 
eJjie was mistaken in their strength. 

J^ct us now advert to the manoeuvres of Sir Henry Clinton. 
Soon after he had begun with his column to follow gen. Knyp- 
bai^scn, reconnpitring parties of the Jersey militia appeared on, 
hisjeft flank. The queen's rangers fell in with, and dispersed 
some.detachmcnts among the woods in the same quarter. His 
jpear-guard having d^c^nded from the heights above Freehold in- 
to t|te plain, some American columns appeared likewise descend- 
ing into it,^ and began tjte cannonade on his rear, which wasre- 
turiied ^y a superior lire. At this instant intelligence was 
brought to Sir Henry, tliat the enemy were discovered marching 
in fjorce on both his flunks. He conjectured that the object of 
the.4co^'5cans was the l^aggage, which at that juncture was en- 
gaged -ia defiles tljat continued for miles. He conceived that 
the only means of pacing the apprehended blow, was by facing 
about} attacking^ tiie cyrps which liarrassedhis rear, and pr€:^sin^ 

it ' 
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k so h^ a« to oUlige the detachments to rctucA fromt his^fiajgi^ 
"to its assistance. Thinking that the measure might Jqss^S-' 
^draw on a general action, he sent for a brigade of British, ana 

the nth light dragoon$ hom Knyphauscn's division, agd ^^t^ 
"same time ga'^e directions that on their arrival tHey should .Y4k£ 
^a position for covering his right flank. He then made a d1?p5- 
.s^tion, and advanced in a direction toward the right of thfe Alii|I^ 
»gricans. ;. _ . . ^ *->..*, .--• 

f > This happened while Lee was neconiioitring* The Amerl 

, column to the leftof him^ under gen. Scott, quitted the/^c 

-crossed a morass, ani forced in the plain field, about a Vundr^ 

yards in frantof Maxwell, who expected an opportunity to foffe 

Jiis brigade by Scott's-moying to the right, as there was a yacaii- 

^cy between the- latter and the troops with Lee.' These w^e at 

tiiat momeni nrkoving to tlie right) and every step they gained 

Jcame nearer to the royal fo.rces, who were also pushing la; tSc 

. right of ^e Americans. Lee's discernment led him imi^.ediat?- 

v^y-to send off one of his aids with orders (p Scott, whom h6 siA- 

posed to be in the wood on the other side of the morass," to nalt 

his cpkimn^ in the Wood, and continue there till further brdpl^; 

^thatjibere might be no possible misconception, an6ther^^vd was 

.spejedily dispatched with similar orders. Before th'eSe cuhlS^e 

delivered, Scott had mistaken tlie movem'en|:s on his' right Tor a 

^jTtreat; an/l apprehended danger to his own column in ckscTof 

-its remaining wliere he was, notwithstanding his detachtriojt 

, and Maxwell's brigade, with the-other troops to' the left, rnaile 

" full two-thirds of Lee's whole command, and though the energy 

^.appeared to bend th^ir coui'se from the left to thO ftghtbf tfie 

^ >^raericans. .Under such apprehension, Scott rc-cross6d th'e h^ 

rass, re-entered tjiie wood, and retreated ; Maxwell ahd^'^e 

others did. the like of course. When the first aid reachdd tfi^t 

. part of the wood to which fie had been directed, and f<*uhdtE&t 

, Scott had inarched off the ground, he rode back; while r^ttij^ 

Jng he met the second aid, and acquainted hini with whit "hid 

taken place^ upon their coming to Lee, and coihriiuitieatf^g 

. their information, the general discovered rnuch ^ur|H'lse;';5Wl 

expresffcd his disapprobation of Scott'S conduct 1n ^troilg'te'rffe; 

but immediately upon the . intelligence, directed a Ifght-tioRe 

officer to' carry orders to the marquis de la Tayette *tp^ tetcfhfto 



e 



- the couit-hausj?., -A genei;ai retreat now comn'i^nced *dtt^' 
right, till the troops readied. Free hold and a neighboring* w^ 
When these were quitted, the, British pursued as far aif'lfiei 
village^ where tiiey halted.' Meah while the American^ mr*"*^ 
ied on and passed the next rhorass in front of Cart's ti( 

, about i^alf a Hiilip from the .yiUJ^gc* The retreati$ and 
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yefaktitdoik place Vere atte^fed Wk^ cabDonflduigs m eaftdi' ^0R 
^thcha^oS ihe Britislx, on account <rf die intease heat of tlHf 
yftMher^ attd their &atmg suffcwjd severety from fetiguc, afdmkf* 
ted^of thf* Americans hal^gaisofor a fofistidetabie apace, wliietl 
jbeatand fatigue had reitti^sred equally necessary for them. jBq0- 
Aipon ^e advance of the British from Freeiiokl, and Lee^^ dm 
kerning that the position he at first xneant to occupy with tttedeu 
sa^n of receiving iht enenay and baffling their aUack^ w&s tidS 
JuiU^e ; the Whole of his x^oRimand^ ^cott, NfaxweiC and tbd 
Odl^s having now Joined thef iCorps whkh before foriiiedtb^ 
'tight, werfeoi^red to retreat frbm the ne%W>ourhood irfCait*^ 
'Ik^use toward a wood and eminence behiml lhe'm<;>mss.fhjti^ hM 
^rOs^ed ibxhe aiorning, which had been pointed oultohim as 
k desirable and proper ^t. Before thjey had wHotfy 1^ di0 
;jFound about Care's house^ the British cavalry^ iliaitte a'sudd€a| 
4ind rapid charge* uponsome parties 4f the Aco^ricaa horsey WteaJ 
^ere in the rear reconnoitring. It was expected tlsey W^ould lifiAMI 
4ittempted a^charge on the whole inr, bi^iiiey.ditln<»tve]itu«i 
)&pon it* 

/ Soon after Lee witli his coUimns is^cd but of tl^ woods^te^ 
Jaw the Court-house into the ^lain, gen. Wasbit^toit Waii sti^ 
;'#aft»cijig with the maja body of the army betwi^en £flghste-to^W|i| 
Md freehold meeting. Expecting from the i»farmatiM;bt6o^bc 
hiaii than the ^an of Lee'scouimand and thsetsear of.cheAaw 
•lifth would ere long engage, he ordered the nght w4ng; utidh# 
j|en. Greene to goto the tight to prevettt the enctwy^s turnil»|f 
^s riglit -flank: and then prepared to follow with the lefcvrihg 
^dkecay in Lee's rear to support him. While tlus^ disjpos&ibM 
was msLk'mpf he learned, to his great surprise, firom a CfxOMty^ 
Jttan, that the xrdntinental troops were fetre^twftg. Tboc^hlfcti 
'account was c(H)fira)ed by two or three pe)E>sons.wttom he mcTUtf 
4be road, after moving a few paoeff forward, yet he ^ppeal^^Ci^ 
/disciedit it, having riot heard any firing e^c^ept a few ckmicWk a 
^considerable time before. He rode on, atfd between Freefeeiiil 
•taeetin^ and the morass, which he had just ctds^edi met the re^ 
Jieating troops marching towai^d the same, as Lee meant tiia€ 
Aey should re-p^$s it and theti occupy the grporid bcWnd i^ 
Irhere tic proposed ntakinga stand agamfet the'eticmy. Wash^ 
logtoii was exceedingly alarmed at finding the advanced eofps 
^iixkg back upon the main body, witbcuitthe least notiiKe'ghew 
Jltfai. He desired dne of the rctFeating colonels to march hi^ 
.^en over tlie myrass, hak them oo the emmence, and ^seftesh 
Aei[R; Seeing Lee at the head of the next <folumn, he rodtf op ti» 
^'^im with a degree of aston&hment and indignation, and pt^p^cmd 
i^AMtx questions thai hi\plkd<eiis»re^ Lee^ftU it, an4 msweie^ 
^bx. IL Z a with 
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'yn&t'^zttato^md ussuttable langtsage. :|Iard«tidtrritsi^^ipo^ 
passed between-them forashort space, .wheo Washb9gt^«iJi^^ 
on toward thc^rcawof.thereiareatkig troops^ He had Aot goflM^jCQaur 
py yards before be met faissecretary^ who told biia that tbe ^Sho^ 
tisb arjBj wece whhia.fifteenmiautes march oCthatfjac^^cwbi^ 
ivas the first intellkencche received of theii:4)ushing oiv^ctl^^isfej 
ly. He Temamea there till the ^xtceme rear of: ithe ^jietre^ting 
^oops.gpt up, when lookii^ about, and judging the f^<Hi|J!i^it# 
lie aa^vantageous.spot.for giving tive:enemy the fii^ cbi^c^W 
ordered col. Btewart'3 ^nd lieut. col. -Ramsay^s biattalions «to 
fcrm, and incline to Iheir left, that they might be unde^ ^Qv^ 
of a corner of wood$^and not be^xposea to the enemy'^^^ upom 
in front. Lee having been, told by one .of his aids, tbfU ,Wasb4 
ington bad takenthe command, answered, ^'^ Then I h^ve nothing 
further to do,;", turned iiishoise and rode^afterhis ei^UencyjMi 
liront. Washington on hi&jcoming up a§kod,** Will* j?^u,cQpaj| 
mand on this ground or nati Jf you will, I will retwm^ jflii 
vaain body and have them formed, upon tb^ next heigbt." i^ 
^pepHed, "It is equal to me where I command.'* Wa^hingtoi 
theo toid him,^' 1 expect you .will take pi:oper mca^ir*^ fcm 
checking the enemy*" Lee $jud, " Your orders slialtbe ol^yi^ 
aod I-wiU not be^the ,first.to Iqavethe iield.^ AV'^hingloa 4^^ 
{ode to, the main army, which was formed with, thp JUtoaASl eiH 
peditioa on the eminence with the morass in fronts . Jmn^cdifi 
#tely gpon hi^ riding, o^a waroixannonad^ compienced betwei^it 
tiie^.British and Ameri^a^ artillery on the right of Stewart ^aasij 
JRamsay ; bctweeui whoi;^ and $he advanced troops of t^^Hi 
ti^harmy a heavy £re began soon aftjsr ia the skirt of the wo^jf 
•be6>j» mentioned. The Pritish pressed oa cio§e^_^ieir Jigb^ 
iiocsc ebarged.upott the jeight of j5^e American^ and the-t^^ff 
?Er^re*abiig«d to give way in^uqh Jiaste, that tlie BriUshi boi^% 
tnd infantry came out of the wood seemingly mix^td with, tj^epas 
The action ^hen commenced between the British 4nd c^JL Li* 
^ilg^toniS r^ment^ogetber with Varniim's brigad.^ wbicj^^l^ 
b^eadrawQ Mp by hte^s order, and lineA.the ie^ice that ^trei^Jij^ 
ed acix)ss the open field in firont of the fridge pver^^ ff^tamk 
mth the vi^w of covering .the retreat of the aattillefy a|^ J^ 
troops advanced with them. Tbe anillery j^a4 timely^ j^^^ 
to the rear of the fence, and firom an eminence di.scha^g^ se\^ 
ial grapes of sbotM the British, engaged with Livingstop'aj^^ 
Varnum's tro<^ j Jhese were »on brokeii -by a charge oC^Jif 
former and retirei The artillery vvene then ordered ^ . Pf^ 
nr to the conwnenccment q{ the last action, Jjie ^nt 5^4?^ t% 
^oU Ogden, who had drawn up in the .wojp4 pearest t^e,byf4d^ 
4a4efcad that post to the JUst extreci%» tberebj -icucG^ei^^ 
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nfefi%6tof ai€ whrf^'over the teidge. Lee was-onc of the lasf 
Ihat-retnaiiied <Jri the fieW, dnd-brought off the rear oft the re4 
treating troops. Upon his addressing general Washin^on, aft^ 
jWssiflg the'iwdi^s, mth — " Sir/ hfere are m^ troops, how is it 
f0>Cir*pteasuie~^at I should dispose of them ?'^ he was 0Td«ere<f 
W^art-angethetn inther^arof Engllsb-lown* ,« r 

; The check the British received, gave tittie to iii4ke a disposi^ 
tfonoi^the lefr-*^tngaWd second Ittie of the main arltiiy ift thd 
Wood an^ on the cmln<&m:G to^ whidh Lee had been dire&ted an<t 
tras reti»eatlfig; On tWs- were placed soroe batteries' of Cian^oor 
fcy terd-Stfifling, Who cdfAmanded tlie lett vwrtg, which playe<l^ 
Spoft the British with great effect,- and seconded- by parties of iii-? 
fcntry d€*tached td oppose them, eflfectiraUy^ put a stop to theii^ 
adtance.^ Gen. Gre^n^, who had early iildd off to the riglitr otf 
teteUigerieedf thfe retreafof the advanced coi-ps^ marched tip^ and 
fti^k a' vepyi advanttgetMis' position oi> the :right of 'Stiriing. Th'« 
BritiSh*fiiiding themselves wariiily opposedin^frottt, attempted toT 
turn the Ameritsftt^ left fldnk^ but were repulsedu Thcj alse^ 
Made a indvemeik to the American right, wi^^ as little succeSfta^ 
^ffeene h»ving^ advanced abody rftroopswith artillery toacom-> 
standing piece' of ground, which not only disappointed theirde^ 
•Iftt^ bat severely infiladed those in' the frbnt of the left wing*. 
%naddidoo to^this,v Wayne advanced with- a body of troops, ai«t 
kept u^so severe and wel^ directeA^' fire, that the:^ BritiBhweraf 
<bOff\:ompett^ td give-way^ They retired and-tocdt the position 
lAout Can's house, whkh Lee had before oceupicdi Heretb^ii* 
flanks weie secured by thiek wfeckllJ- and tnomsses, while th^hf 
femt couldhe approached only throogh a narrow pass-, Wash^^ 
kigton however, resolved to attack them-j and^forthat purpose 
i^dered gen^ Foor, with hi* own and the Garolina-hrig^, td* 
fliove round- upon their right, and gen. Woodward ^o . their left r 
and the artillery to gall them in front'; but they were prevented 
getting within reach before dark. They remained' upon ther 
ground which they had been directed to^ occupy, during tb^ 
»ight> with an intention to begin the attack early the next morn'>> 
afg/ and ^e main b^dy continued lying Upon their arms in'^ the 
tod of action, to be in readiness for sup|x>rting them. Dlirin]^ 
ibe action, Washington animated his forces by his gallant examt^ 
1^ ; and. by ei&fiosing his person to every dangereommon to the 
itieaneit soidier, taught them to hold nothing- too- dear for^the: 
|pod of their cduatty. At night he laid down and^ reposed^ 
himself in his cloak, under a tree, in hope, as itfay be supposed;" 
ef a general action tlie ensuing day i for if appears from several; 
clKJumstances, tiiat he was all along rather desirous of that eveiit«| 
•otwitbstandiog the prevwling coRti^ary. ophyoa^ot Uic-.^ 
^? ' . . jicrai^ 
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Ciin^oft's troops wepw ^fBploy^sl io removcDg 'tMi^ ^^pmd[^)>f 
^eiice, tii^t though Boor Jay ^s^tmmelf near timm, ttok ff«l^ii^ 
lour offieer» amt abpiti M^ pvi^alfts^ wh^^^^m^m^ meyt^4i^' 



t 



The fts^icipebed^of ^tbo wi^ith#r» ^idistanoe^ SbfHBj^bifH 
lpliio4 by mstiCCbingm^eK^te^ andl^^ ifae^Ais^Oitr 

4imf^ 9^do ^^ pi^siHt.^sirth^ part^f ^^.W^itipim'm^fiui^tiR 
^atile and fmt^, tt^woold only hav^ h^u ^j to^^aufi^hMif 
^f .th« SEicfH sc^^ral'of wboipdted on the day of act^throuiili 
l^eiQpeti^ve heat^ for FamnhiMt's thie^moincter wa»Md&^^ 
p^^ in: the Jersoys, aild isa^d (o havo^bt^n l\^9 0t P|ur^dtfipbJ9f 
%^;waf a deep tai^dy coUntpy through whi€]|^^iiey fpa^C^ei^^ 
Hm^t destitme ofiiraterv bothad^bfu^'bee^a^y^i^tyyltoaiiyxmiB^ 
Would probably have pe»sh«d by MflguaMed di?ittki|ig to alb^ 
4Mrir thirst ;. $on^ wcte lost ift that w^y.^ Sir liearyy A«;jtha# 
^javiog been joined by.tbc brigade of British and tl» ^^ J^^ 
4nfgoon» ffom Knyp^iisea's ^^nsioAir ^securjsd by hi«/^aii4)(thr 
m^^ tbe.arnvai' ofthe roy 2d. afmy ih tbe aeighbavb^ ^^Smifi^ 
iioo|& oa tfier 30tb of Juncr^ wittm»t the loss of either jt|>f annxpi 
39ig party ^ tbe bi^g^e ^ bat iK>t without a ^oa9i49fiM^ ^AUsBJd 
^irtiofi ^ troops^ for py a mod^vane cal^tMio0> £poin tbOr 9m4^ 
^utatioa^ of PhiMistphi^ down to* that da^yv abo^ e%bt^«^«»k 
4t$erl^r a gr^t iHinibeir of whom ^«>exe hessiansi. . ^gr i^x^ 
%if 0$ of tbe c^ers who bad the charger of tli« buf^iiig.]KiPti«iii 
l^iey kfft24£ Apa^ommissioiied ^nd priir^son the ^Id, s^jkmd 
^£eers^ There; vt^eve also bHS«ide tbe^^-sevaral ^pesb^^in^^aafll 
tuityiag holes fbuad near the ^id^ in vrittoh they ba4pi3^4b(=?kr 
4ead mSare tbey hod fitted itf Mky^m^ of th^ir ii^iefi 
perished without receiving a woundy in the same mi^iaiiei^a^^sd^ 
^eriilof the An^ricans^ merely l^rough fatigue ^od heat. 'Sii^i 
l0ss 0f itent^xol. Moncktonr v?ho was^sk^b^;' w^icuroh Jia^inont^ 
- - . ■ ' • ■ . - n« .: -.vU 




sue luoonoiiguc CO rcjoin^icuT. gen. ivnypnauico* x^oor win b A.-rfBai]scK]r 
iM'mted at Pbihde^j, by^ Jofepb Crskflialik, teil§ il^^>9iW«»^'a^ lfiie^t»4^ 
aooon wM'on lone 241}!, mt 4eii in (he morDisgf, and «bu #0 t^t- 4fUtiaf 
Jh)9e it it\ 55 miBHtc«aftfr t<Hi at ni|bt. f ir^llc|r7jc;«||14 b%n &i<)ii«%^ 
vantage from^he U^t 4>f tbeioioo^r) bi^t fooi: day> old^ aAd lM::Wa« tft.r-' "^ 




^ Ocfitrad W«fltii»gi0aVtettir#« 
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^.llN^JBHlirii. tJfir^id !df 9 hflnd^ weir tiiade-|rtf9on)^^ 
fiicludipg.xbi9 a^mn and privaj^ kit i^>afl,the ikkl. Qa th^ 

^kkiasofir offiooss ttf distingtti^b^d JSR^it* were ^lain ; beskte 
IJOP atl>e*$oi^' infew tmik^ do4 6M m)0t<oinroi$sriorie4 and pri* 
^Ntet. 'The w^NMukd^ vi^i Q 24 ofic^i«>2»d I^^ noawcoainabsiofl-c 
ed and priv;*tes. The missing, ftfl^w«ted?fe> 130^ but maey o£ 
#»{% Mavtog onldr? draped tbcougb fetigue^^ mon jotmd tbe •ar- 
fi^v Genera). WartttQgton oo jm s ^f nM^ the zeal^mdbffltyepjr 
Mth^ ()ffieei;s^n geoer^iiut ptflkiuiftriaed Wa^e-ai dssenzui^^ 
l lij f>cinl c(MCiaagqdafroft> The Is^b^vior^ the jtroops'jii.geoacal^^ 
TOter.sccaviiriog fiam.tbe. fifgt 8tttrprm,j0Cca»Dficd.J)y,the rj^aieat 
^^h^advanced;C«(p$r w^ i^JiU^aed as whatef^jild'iKHb^-'jBtii^r 
M$$eck The pisi^iif^ ^ckn^^n^goi^it^ 4>f coogi^s w^£^ ¥ei jr 
Wtt«aJBg.toth6 iuwiy» and piuptimdarigr sDcto.t^e gcAC^^l and hi* 
i^QQr«^- Thd ig«ii)^^ having di^cliwd ^ fofth^r {>WP9iiii9 dc* 
te:^djonly some lis^; troops to 94ifiud,tbe ourtioutjuf Jhettxyafr 
Iprcesy and dmv^ oTthe main bod^ ^ hk 4UPiay 1^ d^ borders 
#if ibelfi^nh-Iliver. . . 

fi Vhe^QBCTSiii on hi$<^c«r^ intewkiw.whh L«e uf<m.the da^ 
^. action, iiitiiiiated, by hid r^iiMMbg and leaying;htixi in tlior 
pjinmi^dof the advi»iiQed,CQr|»9y thathi^ oie^nl^ pa^s^by wha^ 
h^d h^p(^i«ed witbj94t further noUce v but .th& latti&F x:ouJd not 
bjDook tbe.expr^sai»fl$.i4sed by the foraa^ at their fy^^t naeeiiag^ 
tnd therefore v^pte him tw<>4>asaktfiftteletMus».VRhich o^astoneiL 
j^ heing put ynddr an arr^t^ andbiou^tio |rialfftiur.day«<afte^ 
il»e »€AofXy on ^e ibttowmg chaipe^ rcxhibUod ^wst htm J^ 
liis^ex^lUaey-^isty For dbfjpb^«i»€eaf;ordin^3«lixitfitjsttlackifijt 
|h(fc:eiie«iyoti th€:^8$h:of }ufre, ag«:eiAlc lo t^peal^d ifistru^jtU 
e«&— 2dlyt.Forjn^heb«ivior bjefo«e the Stt&uyx>n tbc^ameday^ 
fcy-'making an uimec€ssartf^ dUori^iiyr and shmi^ulnist^^kr^. 
Mfyi Eordi^iseapect to the comm^der in fhtef^ .ixi Iwo, Jeilecsi^ 
<^t€d th« 1st of July ^nd tfxe «ath;Qf. June, Tire Jetier datecT 
|dst of Jiijy, wea w d^tcd thraiigh ,nu8toker.bci|jg.5«i;itt^'.ack 
the 2Stb of JiMie. On the I'^h of August, the eourt-majitial^ at 
wWcb tord Sti«»|ing presided, fouiri hinv-gutlty upton fvcfl'y 
fKdj^et and senlenc^d him to be s^^ispended fron> any comnmiMt 
i^lhe^nii^A of th^ UQit^d States of Nortli-Amqrjca, for th^r 
teEUXof tiyAlyeajiae.t]^ The tcrn^s o^ the second chaigc .were. 
|f>ftWM:d4awn,:aah^ WA&joqJy found guiity of misbehavior bc:t 
iiwcrtbe enemy, hyiwktog an unftecessary, and inaon^tewin^, 
Ifcidl^, a di^rderiy retreat. Many Mrcre displeased with the 
Wi^Ctfif thj^ cpurtrJiiajXial^i. and thought he b^glil not to haytf; 
&^^4^4j4ji)|y,,e«fi^p{'upQn tjje.last, charge. Ub^y.^rgu^: 
•MU appears fronVWasiungtoa's owale^^r, .andotjKr ciccuoi- 
y,^ • V stances^* 
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fC* Tttir ntST O R Y -of /ff* fjrfr A?nl^ 

jHatitQii, thatitiieas wbcmtte<>lo Lee?s j^gm€ht whetSei*t&'fii|l 
tack, ir\ what manner, and when-^ Th^rc was maaifesfejih^PdJr 
Lee's intending to attack, in hope of cuttiitgoff the ette«ay'^co^ 
verJBg party ; but he altered his opinion as to the prdmfaSng'prosi 
pect he had of doing it< on hi^ coming idto tlir^pfain, rectoflhd!* 
tring the enemy, and concluding that th<5y were nf6pe mim^rmii' 
than before supposed.; and updn finding Sc6tt had- quitted tfii 
point of wood where lie n^antto or4er him^to-renaain, hejudjg^ 
td an immediate retreat necessary. The detachmeiit ^kh whic!^ 
Lee Wfls^ anwunted to no -more than one-thM -of life #hbW 
command ; Scott's coluavn^ MaxwelPs brigade, andythc otHti?' 
troops to hi^-left, being fuH two-thircfe. When bebegafn to re* 
*ire, the main body Was mere than six rtiHesdi&tant, though^^aa^ 
vancing. 7'iic enemy's force was rendered the more foroiidarbfi? 
by tlien great Guperiorifey in cavalry, which Wds thought to betne* 
tween four and tive Itundred/ The ground being c^en^ ^¥^ ^ 
no means advantageotis to the Americans, as the Biritish^ai^Ir^ 
could have turned <heir flank. Would thei> an- immedi^c^N 
tack, under these circumstances, though it might have di^ris^ 
cd the enemy's fear en the first onset, fcave4>een ad9i<faMc^^;aft^* 
it might probably havt involved a •general action before Ih^ th^ 
tachment could have received support ? Did not prudWice dicflN# 
falling, back and taking a -new position, rather than Itat^tdiftg ^ 
action in the plain? if Lee's judgment determined for tiief^jfiiS 
Illative, hoW'Coutd he he declared guilty of disobeying orders?^ 
'J'i>e ciiciaiwtanccs already noted «re in favor of tfee'l^rcat^ 
being necessary ki the first instance ; and When commenced^ thi{ 
prosecution of it wag absolutely necessary till, a good pt»itidjfli 
could be taken fot making an effectual stand against the enem^ 
to whidi position Lee wa« marching when met by W«shtejfetf 
Tbe^reouous efforts of th^ British after the nftain ai;^'-Wif 
drawn up in that position, before they retired three miteiffd^^ 
th^ scene of action, tend also to justify the commencement*^? 
the i^peat. No mention should have been made of its being lA 
ci few instances, imiesssoch instances were really chai^eable ft)- 
Lee's misconduct i whereas of these few it is certain, thiat sotiitf 
wece owing to fatigue and the enormous heat of the weatber. Tt^ 
very sentence of the court-martial is in favor of Lee's inftbceflfCI? 
sjs to the two first charges 5 for a year's suspension from commi^nd^ 
is in no wise proportioned to his crimes^ if guilty.- Sev^etal 
are of opinion that he would nothave beencondemned OBthe^ 
two, had it not been for his disrespectful conduct toward Wash-* 
ington. On the other hand, some have surmised, that hifirik-* 
RflBuvres were owing cither to treachery or wantof cottrag^r b^ 
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t|l^*^ha haye^he opportunity of knowiiig him most, wijfbii 
^rl^resit ixom siich apprehqnsions,* . - ; 

7 ,No jponer iiacj Sir He nay Ciiq ton -with lh« array evacuted 
JPiuJ^d^Jphia, tJhan lord Howe prepared to sail with the fleet for 
l^evfr-York, JRep^^ttcd calms. retarded his passage down the De;. 
Jaw^e, so ihat he could not quit the river till the evening of 
June thejigth ^however he anchored off Sandy-Hook the next 
J^y, followcid by Ihe traaspotts. The succeeding day Sir Hertry 
fiTived, and the, mtUkry,. baggage, and part of tlie troops were 
fpnioyfid from tlie main, as the weather permitted : the rest of 
•^ear^y passed, on tlie Sthofjuly^ ovec a bridge of boats aci-os^ 
^ jaarrow channel to Sandy-Hook. They were afterward carri- 
fdupXo NwW-York. On the 1th, lord Howe received advice? 
tha[^ the Toulon squadcon Wiis arrived oo the co^st of Virginia. 
^^puatd'Eotiirig anchored at night on the 8th at the entrance vt 
4|ie Dolawar^j afitej: being SI days at sea. On that day the counfe 
PTote tp congress-: on the receipt of bis lett^sr, they sent word 
^O^gen. Wasliington, that it was their desiielie would co-operatd 
l^th tiip count, in the execution of such ofensive operations as 
jjii^ey should mutually approve. The same day the <:ongress re- 
•fajyed tliat-a suitabie hou^c should be provided for Monsieur 
|^y;jH ^i4 clioae a committee of iive to wait. oa )iini up« 
jlffl his^ajrrivaJ, and conduct him to his iodgings. The next 
jjqjorniug d'Esiaing weighed and sailed toward tlie Hook, and in 
ibJE evening 6^ the 1 Ith aachpred without jt. Had not bad wea-r 
^^ and unexpecti?d impedimenti^ prevented, the coant must have 
surprised. tloY^e'Srfleet.in the Delaware^ as the- latter would noC 
Ea^ye had time to escape- after being apprized of liis. danger. — « 
^k^ desti'uction of the fleet ma»t have been the consequence oJr 
%uf}i surprisai; and tliat must have occasioned tlie inevitable losa 
9t the royal army, which would have been so enclosed by tho 
|xench squadron oa the one side, and the American forces on Lha 
fUier, that, the Saratoga catastrophe must iiave been repeated^ 
TJiis fatal stroke; would have been of an amount and magnitude 
tv^Ith respect to both the marine and land service, and the con-^ 
*f;quencc6 hanging upon it) not easily to be conceived. The? 
jyreventiofi of it, by^ tlie various hindrances tjiat d'i^^taing met 
^JLihoa his voyage, ought to be considered by Great^Britaia as 
% i?!gR*% W9^*dential deliverance. 

. i-ord Howe's fleet consisted only of six .64 gun ships, three 
9^i$iQ, and two of ^0,. with some frigates and sloops. Couue 



v^ InjCompUtng frreril of the preeediirg pages, retourfe has been had to iW 
W)^c ktura ol Sir^ Henry CYmxon and gen. Wtlbii>£tOD> to varkus prtV4^ 

Stct^tfl^d iiiformationi and to gcQ. Lee's triil« 

d'Estainor 



Digitized 



by Google 



a^tainghad twelve ships of die lirie, Several of which Were m 
great force and weiglit of inetal^ one carrying 90, another 8ft 
and six 74 gwils ^a^h ; be had beJide present with him three" «| 
the four stout lafge fiigatesthat had attended him on his voys^ 
He anchored on ibe^ Jersey side, about four miles withootS^ 
Hook ; and American pilots of the first srbUitieSf provided fW 
the purpose, went oji board the fleet : amon^ tbera were pcrsoBt 
^^riiose circumstances phiced them above the raiik of common fS^ 
lots. Lord Howe bad the advantage of possessing the b^iW 
formed by Sandy-Hook, the entrance of which is t:avcred by « 
tar, and fromwhexice the inlet passes to New-York. A& it couil 
(Hio be known whether the French wouJd not attempt passioglji 
&rceove.r the bar, it was necessary that the British should be pYt4 
pared to oppose them. On this occasion a spirit displayed itse|? 
not only In thefleet and army, but through every order and deno* 
mination of seamen, that is notoften equalled. Thecrews of the 
transports hastened with eagerness to the fleet, that it niight W 
•completely manned ; masters and mates s<^icited employme^ 
and took their stations at tlie guns with the common sailors^ tM 
light-infaptry, granadierp, and even wounded officers so coiHea3ii 
ed to serve as mai^aies on board the men of war, that tl^poj^ 
/>f honor was obliged to be decided by lot In a word, the ^ 
triotism, zeal> bravery and magnanimity which appeared at tHjf 
junctui-e, was a credit even to Great-Britain, k must however bf 
acknowledged, that the popularity of lord Howe, aad tbcconi^ 
Jence founded on his abilities, contributed not a little to thcs^ 
exertions. But the American pilots declaring it impos^tfelc; tcr 
cany thq large ships of d'Estaing^s squadron over the bar ioti/f 
the Hook, on account of their draught of water, and gen. WisjU 
in^on pressing him to sail to Newport, he left the Hook aftd 
eleven days tarriance, [July 22.] and in a few hours wa$ ooC 
^f sight. Nothing could be more providential. While he re* 
mained, about twenty sail of vessels bound to New- York M 
into his possession : they were chiefly prizes taken from the Af 
inericans i but had he stayed a few days longer admiral Hyreo^ 
fieetmust have fallen a defenceless pray into his hands. T6&C 
iiquadron had met with unusual bad weather and being acf^ 
iated in diSerent storms, and lingering through a tedipu»^f^ 
lage^ arrived, scattered, broken, sickly, disraastod, or otherirts€^ 
ijamaged, in various degrees of distress, upon different and/^ 
^ niote parts pf the American coasts Between the tfeparti^^^ 
^'Estaing and the thirtieth of July, the Renown of 50 gun$R'0|i 
<he West-Indies, the Raisonable and Centurioa of^^smd.^^ 
from HaUifax, arid the Cornwall of 74 guns, all arrived ^«M 
at Sandy-Hook. By his speedy departure a nuiubcr flf ]fpp3^ 
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1 ships fi-pmCm-fe ^scapeid aladj^ togeffier JsviUi tlieir coiivby.--.- 
bey went up Ae Delaware within iirty miks of Philadelphia 
i^er lord Howe had quitted theiiver, not having obtained any 
nforraation of what had happened. Tlxe British ministry hacj 
iBPeglecti^ countermandiRg their destination, thougUr. order's for 
&e (*v:&Gt2ation of PhUadeiJ)hia had been sent, off so early as.t© 
Save adniitt^d'oFtheir receiving fresh directions where to have 
J^S^i^re^, before sailiHg* Great rejoicings* were made cd New-^ 
1ft>rk upon ttieir saft? aiTival^ especially as provisions were much 
^aated by both the ffeet and army. , i 

J. i\s the bar prevented all attempts oh the . part of d'£stain j 
l^airvst Howe's fleet within the Hook, a plan vyas concerted for 
itt-acking. Eliode-Island ;' and gen. Sullivan, who commanded at 
JBrovidexice, was employed in assembling an additional body of 
^(!:w-Englan^ militia. Such was the eagea-ness of people to co4 
^erate with their new allies, and their confidence of succeeding 
^ad reaping laurels, thit ^ocae thousands of volunteers, gcntlC'* 
fcen and others from Boston, Salem, NewBury-Port, Ports^ 
liiauth, &c'. engaged in thq service. When d'Estaing was arriv- 
ed' off point Judith on the 29th, the pilots who were to havcv 
latjlitated his entrance into Newport, were wanting, which oci 
cisioned a delay. But on the morning of August the 5tb, his 
iSj^riliofls commenced, when the Riitish set fire to .the Orphe- 
iis, Lark, Juno and Cerbarus frigates and several other vessels 
Sf the appearance Of two of his fleet standing in near Prudence 
Ma^d tp attack them. 'Hie Flora and Falcon were sunk after-- 
ward. The next" day the American troops marched from Pro- 
^dende to Tiverton under the coibtiland of general Greene, who 
hf6 been dispatched by.gen. Washington from the maia army to 
isiist in the expedition. His excellency also sent on the marquis 
jle lii Fayette at the head of two thousand troops, who by a rapid 
fif^rch joine;d the militia in season. Gen, Sullivan's first letter 
JtO. the count informed hina, that he was not ready to act, and 
'4csired that the attack miglit be suspen*ded,. It was agreed be- 
^Jtvveen them that they should land tlieir forces at Portsmouth oit 
jth^.teath in the morning. On the eighth the French lieet went 
tip the inid4ie passage leading into Newport harbour, .when the 
Xjlidsh batteries began a severe cannonade, which was returned 
^|lfc great, War reith, 

''^'Tlrc royal troops on tbe island, having been just reinforced 
^ith five battalions, wcr0, about 60<X) under tiie command of 
j5ir*|lobcrt Jpigot, who took eVery posi^ible means of defenccl 
25i^ force uuctet general Sullivan was composed of about 10,000" 
u Vpoti his reci^iving intelligence early on the ninth, thu^ 
b^^y ^^ eva^unted ^t:ir works on tjxc nurtiiieitdof jivc 
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iitandf and refreifed within thck liiw^ aboutlJireeaiSc^Tfiwi 
Newport, regardless of the agtecmcnt with d'Estaiinp^be-cWfiM^* 
ed (as k appeared to^bim 1?^) to f>ush over without Ji^s q£4^9$ 
The army was itfioaediately. put io jnbdon ; afeou*«ighto*€l^di 
the right wing, under gea. C^eene,- began to cross from Tiveu 
ton, and the rest of the.Americans followed in ot<lejr* The Matf^ 
sachusetts militia were attended by Mr, Hancock as thei*»iajaru 
general. About twa in the afternoon, a fleet coAsisUng 0f BGa$ 
55 sail, was discov€red standing in for Newport^ which €ani€:t« 
eff Point Judith for the night- Lord Howe had determined i9 
Uttempt ttvD preservation x)f- the island; but iM^twitbetaiidi^ att 
. his exertions,, could not reach sight of it till the day after *# 
Trench fleet had entered tlte harbour. Though his owa exc<^ 
cd the other in. point of number, yet it was far inferior with.'je^ 
^ tpect to effective force and weight of metaL He h^ one ^ip oT 
' '74 guns— «even of ^ — ^five jof 50^-^six from 44 to S2 — aod. tweft^ 
smaller .vessels including iire ships and borab ketches- Wbffi 
he first appeared, the garrison were nauch eJated, but itp<m]edm^ 
ing that he brought no provision, of which they were nearly e»^ 
hausted, they wer^ equally dejected. A sudden chastgero^wiad 
favoring, tlie count, he stood out to sea with aU his- squad^;m, a- 
bout eight o'clock tlie next morning. They w^e severely. Qa%* 
»onaded as they passed by the batteriesy but received n0 mltle^ 
wal damage*- Howe deeming the weathergage of too great afi.^ 
vantage to be added to the superior force .of the county c^iten#^ 
«4 for that object with all the skill of. an expepenced sean^syi-} 
while the count was as eager ta preseJfve it.^ Tla« contest^ie*. 
vented an engagement on that day;, but the wind oa the follo#«^ 
ing stfil continuing adverse to the design of Howe, he dettfrnilM 
«d to make the best of present circumstances, and wait the 9f* 
proach of tl>e count.. A strong gale, which increased to a vi^c^ 
tempest, and continued for near forty-eight hourSy putj>y the eft^ 
gagement*^ Two of the French ships were dismasted ,and fathers- 
anuch damaged^ The Languedoc, of 90- guns,. d'Estaipg's o^ 
ship, lost her rudder and all her masts ; and was met in thatocii^ 
dition on. the evening of the 13th, by the Renown, of SOgttUfc 
Captain Dawson bore down without hoisting colours^. Th^e^^f^ 
ordered captain Caleb Gardner, who was on boaa^ as a pU^ 
to hail him, that he might know what ship it was.- D^w«^ 
made no answer, but ran with a full sail and fair wind^.titl.^ 
tvas under the stem of the Languedoc^ then hoisted English^ <^ 
loi^rs, fired in great and small sliot, and musk^ry, acra^ .sai}^ 
«ff. The Languedoc upon that fired two chace gui» after fciia^ 
when he never attempted to approach her more*. The^aje* 
^V^ing tb^ fl^ston^ ^ ££ty guns, commodoc&^HfiEtitottteJ^ 
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1bf*wlth die Tat»Dt of eighty Igw*, with. <ml?\r h^r fniaki mast 
^teD^itjgv^i^ Attacked her widi spinty Init night put an Qiui t^ 
tfeetngagcaumtu The junction o£ smc «ai4 of the French squad* 
#<m, |>i«faieed aU further attempts upoa their two disabled ship$ 
fey thfe R€iicv«ttaiad Prestptiift tlic fBDrning. On the 1 6th the 
ims of 50 g\tmy oapt* Ratynar^ was chased by the CasaY, cap*. 
BoUganrvitte^aFicnch ^>gun. iNeitl^er liad suflFei^ed in»the teji>i 
^8t, A alasQ and desperate ci^agerDervt wafr aiaintuined-onlio^ 
«id)es^ Tf tth the gfcatspst obttiflaty, for a-n iiour and au half> with- 
in pifito4 dioL Ti>e C^sar ^at k»gth put befo^re the ^ited 4r4 
•aifedfetf, tjhe'Uaptain' having lost his armv tke^ lieutenant -hfejcg^ 
anumbeir of Hica being killed and wouixkd^aftd the ship congl^ 
tJeraWy damaged^ The Isiahad suffered*©^ ki her mast and rig- 
"^^ that she cedd not attempt a pursuits 
■ The troops under- gen* SuUifun naw demand ouf attentioi*. 
When they had landed,, they possessed themselves of thebeights 
•fioar the nof th eiid ofthe isUini I'hey sulrered-no less than tlxe 
-«hips by the tempests Tfae wind blew most vioiently^ amended 
^th a tioodaf Fain thirough tlie wUolc day o£ the 13th, and in- 
'«re^ed«o at nighttbat not amai-^eeor tent could «tand ; seyertil 
-©f.thc soWiersperlshed by the severityof the storm, mai>y hordes 
*^ed, tte ;greatc6t part ofthe aninuimtioadeliveredto the troops 
ivras damaged^ and the <xjndit4oa of the array was <leplorabie. 
-On- the I4tb, the storm was. over, and the weather clear 4iod fine. 
'Tlie garrtson having enjoyed ivetter^acconMnodations^ and greater 
«eG(M:ity than. the Americans^ Sir Robert Pigot had a fiiir oppar- 
4utiity of attacking the' latter while dispirited and worn down 
•by the |>ainful scenes from whicbthey had just immerged-. Gen. 
<5reeile and some British officers are of opinion,, that a bold and 
.'tigoroaa. onset under tl^esccirsumstaHGes would have been highly 
'proper and successful* ^ut as nothing o£ ihiski»d happened 
the day was. spent by the Americans in. diving tl>eir clothes, &c. 
^oid getting in order for an advance^ The next morning they 
-marched at six o'clock^ and todk post about twoiftiies from the 
^itftsh lines. By the 20thLthey liad opened two four gun bat- 
teries J but their approaches were sloi^*. About twa o'clock in. 
.the afternoon the French fleet was discovered standing for New- 
• 'port. At serengen* Greene and the marquis de la E-aycttc went 
^ir board the Languedoc, to consult upon measures proper to4*e 
•pursued for the success of tlic expedition in which they were 
-e^igiag^d. lUiey urged d'Estaing to relurn with his fleet iflta 
*Newp<Mt harbor. He was apparently inclined to a compliance : 
^'imtallthe captains and principal officers onboard werfc rather 
■^Unfriendly to him. He being a land oflker, they thought iban 
'^^^^ii&aia.t^lbair>under^iandipgS;^nd a piece «f jnjustice'done to 
•'•« . their 
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over their heads. They .therefore crossed him in cv^ejy meaa^Jic^ 
that looked like giving him any kind of reput^ttioA^- in-dvder if» 
possible, to brixig him into disgrace^ His iasti^cliof».£|t){B.th£tl 
court of Franec were to go to Boston, if tho-flcefc^raet wilJtftBji 
misfe|tune, or if there appeared a^ superior British. ^etsupan tkit, 
cost. The count had- met with a misfortune, Itee Caesar M^kh: 
had steered for Boston wa$ missjag, and a^uperioc Biittsh fleet 
was expected. All the officcrit insisted uppn his. following ihtf 
instructions, and entered into a format protest against |»ro«eci^; 
ing the expedition any further^ About twelve a'dock ^ nigMl 
of tlie 2 1st, Greene and the marquis tetuniedy and made a le-ti 
port of \^hat had passed. The next day letters went on hom^ 
itom generals Sulhvan and Hancock ; as also a j^oCe&t^iatedt-Fr. 
Camp before Newport,. Aug, 22, ni8 — and sigiied by Job^^ 
i>ullivai>, N. Greene, JohnuHaccock, J..Qlover,£zck. Cofaiel}; 
Wrn^ Whipple, John Tylcr^ Soloman Lovell^ J(mu Fitconekl 
They protested in a solemn niaanen against the count's ta^iof^. 
tlie neet to Boston,, as derogatory ti:> the honorv.of Srance, coD'm; 
trkry to the intention of his most Chi istian majesty and^i^e it^n 
lest of his nation, and destructive in the highest degree io4hfl} 
welfare of the United States of America, and highly injurioiiiLlife 
the alliance formed between the two nations. One of the ^asoi^ 
assigned for the protest was,^ that tha army and stores Cdlkctei; 
•for the reduction of the island would be liable to be lost, by ad. 
opportunity's being given to the enemy to cutoff the commudiit^ 
cation with tlie main, and totally to prevent the netreat of ttjf ) 
army., llie best apology that can be mad? 6>r this.prote^i^.tliat. 
it was designedly as a iines^e to induce the captain*tof the Hi-^^dfe 
fleet to consent to its returning into the harbowr .of Newpipi^^ 
But it Ivad not this effect and met with.a spirited* ao^wenftenr- 
the count, who sailed on tlie same day for Boston. SuliivaB wa|i^ ; 
so chagrined at the departure of the fleet,; that contraiy to-iJIi, 
policy, he gave out in general orders on the 24th^ *^.The g^,i 
ncrel cannot help lamenting the sadden, and uncxpect^.depfi-^. 
tiire of the French fleet, as he find & it has a tendency to disofi^r- 
rage some who placed gi-^at dependence upon the g^si&tance of il^, 
though he can by no means suppose the array ox aay pvect.^f ^i^y 
endangered by this movement. He yet hopes thc^ ^veat.wUli 
prove America able to procure that by her. own arms, which.hfnp, 
allies refuse to assist in obtaining." Two days ^tcr, io c^rw §r«^ 
ders, he endeavoured to smooth off the reflection cootakiedili^J 
it, by declarmg that he meant not to insinuated that tlje departi«i$b 
of tlie French fleet was owing to a fixed detexmina^ioii nottoa*,/ 
. mt in the enterprise^ and wQuId npt wish fp giye tbcjea^ ^^i<^ 
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ik'Ortg^rterdus and ifliberal n\it\As to make such unfair interpre'-* , 
tfirttens. -Count d'Estaing, when arrived in Boston port, wrote 
to congress on the 26th, and in his letter mentioned— the en:\- 
b!aTrasfen;ients of the king's squadron aswell on account of water 
as J>r4^vist04is, hoVv his hopfes were ^eVeivedwith f egkrd to these 
t«r6 drtfcleSj which were growing more and more importarit— that 
it'was nefeesisary for him to confine all his attention to the preser- 
"lattion^f th^ squadron, and restoring itto a condition to act — ^that 
lite was no longet at liberty to depeild on deceitful expectations 
irf^waterfp^ and getting provisions. He justified his repairing to 
Boston firom the situation of his ships, the advices of a squadroa 
fi-Otia Europe, the ignorance of what was become of lord Howe's 
#fect,aml the advantage that his lordship would have had for at-^ 
tacking hirti had hereturned into Newport. He also expressed , 
4ii3 displeasure it the protest. 

♦ It appears urfreasonable to censure the coui>t for repairing to . 
Boston; when all his offi<?ers insisted so upon the measure ; 
tbough, had-he returned hito Newport, the garrison would most 
-probably have capitulated before Howe could have succoured 
thfem. Upon thefitet's sailing for Boston, it was said— "There 
never was a prospect so favorable, blasted by such a sharpeful de- 
s^Uon.^* A universal clamor prevailed against the French na- 
tion aaid letters were sent to Boston containing the most bittec 
invectives, tending to prejudice the inhabitants against d*Estaing 
aAd ail his officers, to counteract which the cooler and more ju- 
dkious part of the community employed their good offices. Be* . 
t#eentwo and three thousand volunteers returned in the course 
of t wen ty-foUr. hours, and others continued to go off, and evea 
ntany of the militia, so that in three days Sullivan's army waa 
greatly decreased ; it was soon little more in number than that 
:of the enemy. An attempt to carry their works by storm, would 
have been too hazardous, had all the volunteers and militia re-, , 
mained, for the bulk of the troops had never been inaction : the 
necessity of a retreat was therefore apparent (as soon ^s there was 
a certainty' of the French fleet's being gone) though in the. 
morning of the 23d; the Americans had opened batteries conjsist- 
iag Ift the.whjDle of n pieces of heavy artillery, 2 ten inch mor- 
tafrs and three five and a half inch howitzers. Greene was a^ains^ 
reheating' hastily, lest the appearance of timidity and inferiority 
should brlttgoutthe enemy upon them : but he and Glover pre-. [ 
pared for an expeditious retreat, in case Clinton should arrive , 
with a reinforcement, that so no damage might ensue from tlve ^ 
dehiy. Byihe 26th all the spare heavy artillery and baggage.. > 
\rere9ent off the island • alid on tlie 28th at night, beUvecn ninck^ 
alMt ten o*c4oclc, the army began to move to the north end. Ic 
Y " had 
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tad been that day resolved in a c^undl <Jf wafr, tOf lemove tfi^ 
thcr> fortify the canip, secure a communicatiori with^thc ma&t^ 
and hold the ground, till it coutd be known whether the Frenclt 
fleet would soon retui-n to their assistance. The niarauis deli 
Fayette, by request of the 'general pfficers, set off^r-fiostoo i^ 
request their speedy return. The cpuat couJd ftot cofi$entto&^ 
return of the fleet, but made a spirited offer of ieading^e troo^ 
iinder his eonunand from Boston,, and of co-operating a^anst 
^hode-Island. The. march of SulHvan*8 arniy was^ «ondiaefc^ 
iwith great order and regularity, and the trp^p^ arrived on J^reit- 
ground about three in the mornings with all the baggage^ stor^S^^ 
l:c. About seven, [Aug. 29,] they were alarmed by a brisk fird- 
ofnausketry in their front, b?t\veen their advanced coty^of iijfi 
Ikntry and the enemy» who had .pushed out. after thefti lipon di^ 
covering the retreat. Sullivan asked the opitti<Hvof thegenev 
rals Upon the occasion, and Greene advised t^naarch aad iJ«A 
them, for he truly supposed that they wer€[ come otrt i^i smalt 
detachments which might be eut to pieces; and fiirtbcr a|>pr^ 
hended that by advancing in force upo.n the western road, t&tt 
Tnight possibly head that part of the ene^y whieli matthe^ 
icbwn upon the eastern, and so unexpectedly po^sess^^emseHet. 
of Newport- — Had this measure bee^ adopted, the AtoerScaA 
-would probably have gained very great advantages,. » Ihi 
whole of the enemy's fotce on the western ix)ad consisted o "^ 
5bf the Hessian chasseurs and the Anspach regiments of Vmt^ 
Seaboth under gen. Lossberg. On the east road was gen. Sn 
•with the 22d and 43d regiments, and the ilank compansesfef ^ 
S8th and 54th. To tlie latter were opposed coL Henry IL'E^ 
vingston and his light ti^oops; to the' former heat. col. Laurd^ 
with his. The enemy's supcriprjty in numbers obliged each ^ 
give way, but a retreating fire was kept up with the greatdk 
order. The advanced corps being Reinforced, they gave the 
enemy a check, make a gallant resistance, and at length repulseJt 
them. But the British commander sending reinforcements &^ 
both Lossberg and Smith, the Americans were obliged td*r€the 
nigh to the front line of the main army, which was drswrh'to 
in order of battle. The British, advanced very near to tiie »• 
,merican left, but were repulsed by Glover, and rethed ttfjQil4- 
l^er-hill. The royal troops soon availed themselves of Wb 
. heights on Sullivan's right ; where they placed several pieces 3f 
artillery, and began about nuie o'clock, a severe cannonade otth 
iedoubt, an advanced post on his. rklit> which wai tetun^ 
^ with double force. Skirnrisbing contmned between the adtSW- 
cd parties until near ten ; when fWo British sloops of w?uririSi 
Otlier armed vessels, having gained his right H^aiifc and Ite^wifc 

fire. 
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^ffff ttefa: associates on land bent their force that' way, and en^^ 
di^avored to turn Sullivans's right, undercover of the ships, and 
to- take his advaciced redoubt; which- brought on a warm and 
ISrisk fire of muskeuy between the contending parties, that was: 
fept up 1>y each side's throwing in reinforcements, till the ac-' 
tioa became in some degree general^ and near i200 Americans^ 
were engaged. The fast of these that were sent forward, got 
^ iu$tin time to prevent the success pf the enemy, who were 
Riakiiig -their third effort to take the redpubt ; but they were.bro- 
tein, and retreated to tlie heights in ^reat confusion, leaving oa 
il^^.field many of their killed and wounded. After the retreat^ 
f^d field of battle could not be approached by either party with-; 
©lit being exposed to the cannon of the other army. The heat 
©f tl^e action was from two till near three o'clock in the afternoon^ 
Tlae flaring of artillery continued through tlie day ; the musketry^ 
with intermission, six hours. The Ameiicans make their loss 
in killed 30, in wounded J3.2v and in missing 44. The Britisli 
account makes their killed ^8, wounded 210, and missing 12^ 
General Greene, in a letter to the commander in chief, said^ 
**'Our troops behaved with ereat spirit^ and the brigade of mi- 
Ui^k under general Lovell advanced with great resolution and ia 
j^od order, and stood the fire of the enemy with great firmness^ 
l^ut. coJ^ Livingston, col. Jackson, and col; H. B. Livingston^ 
£4 themselves great honor in the transactions of the xhy ;. bu^ 
it-is not in my power to do justice to col. La.utens, who acted 
Iboth tlie general and partixan* His com^mandof regular troops 
jsras small, but he did every thing possible to be done by their 
Bttmiiers,'* The brigade under general Lorell belonged to the 
-Massachusetts.- Greene, wlib commanded in the attack, did him- 
.$elf the highest honor by the judgment and bravery he exhibited.. 
ile attended strictly to the action thewhole time, watching. the 
movements of the enemy, and where to throw in the necessary 
Reinforcements^ Gen. Sullivaa the next morning received, ad-^ 
Tfice thajt lord Howe had again sailed ;' that a fleet was off Block- 
jEUa.nd ; and that d'Estajng couldnot come sosoon as he expected ;, 
4i^n.wrbicJi it was concluded to evacuate Rhode-Island. The sen- 
t^es of botli armies being witliin 400 yards of each otlier, the 
greatest attention was requisite, lo cover tlie design of retreats 
4flgr:aHumber of tents were bi'ought fory/ard [Aug. 30.] and 
^pitched in sight of the enemy,.and the whole army employed ia 
^wrtifyihg the can?p. At the same time the heavy baggage" and 
glares were falling back and crossed through the bay. At dark. 
_&0 tc^tswere struck, the light baggage and troops passed down,, 
:Bf^ by twelve o'clock- the main army iii^d crossed. It was aboi^c 
i|^ tinie^l^llCHilie mafcjuls dc ia;iayette arrived from Bo'Ston. 
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He was most sensibly mortified tliat.h'c was not in the acti<»iU' 
TThat he might not be out of the way in case of one, he had rode 
ftom the island to Boston, near 70 miles distant, in seven houri^ 
and returned in six and a half. He got back time enough to bring 
off the pickets and other parties that covered tl}c retreat of the 
army, which he did in excellent order; not a man was left ]&e- 
hina, nor the smallest article lost The honor arising from so 

food a retreat, though great, did not compensate for the sore 
isappointment gen. Sullivan met with when in full expectation 
of taking Newport. The place must have fallen had not c6n<H 
4'Estaing left the harbour, or had he returned after chasing lord 
Howe to a considerable distance. The glory of vanquishing a 
British squadron, and of obtaining a triumph over a first rate na- 
val officer, and a country against which he had a personal ani- 
Tnosity (though ih prospect only) tempted him as may be thought 
into a situation ' that proved the ruin of the principal object in 
view when he steered from before Sandy-Hodk for Newport, 
and agreed upon a co-operatioiT with Sullivan's army. The fleet 
off Block-island was fcound for Rhode-Island, and had oti board 
Sir Henry Clinton, with about 4000 troops. Sir Henry hoped to 

'have effected a landing, so as to have made Sullivan's retreat 
very precarious, but the latter was completed the night befoite 
his arrival. [Sept. 1.] I'he day after, lord Howe, who had 
changed his course upon hearing that d'Estaing had left Rhode- 
Island, arrived off the entrance of Boston pdrt in the eveniiig. 
Upon observing the position of the French fleet, and deeming 
every attempt against them ineligible, he left the Boston coast 
the next ihoming ; but this appearance in and standing up the b^ 
to the entrance of the port, spread a prodigious alarm. Sir He6- 
Ty being disappointed, returned for New- York ; but bff New- 
jLondon feft the fleet, with directions to gen. Grey to proceed to 
Bedford and the neighborhood, where several American priva- 
teers resorted, and a number of captured ships lay. Theyreadi- 

, ied the place of destination on the fifth of September ; the troops 
Were immediately landed, and between six in the evening afid 
twelve the following day, destroyed about 70 sail of shippii^ 
beside a niiniber of small craft. They also burnt the magazine, 
wharfs, stores, ware-houses, vessels on the stocks, all the dwelling, 
houses at M*Hierson*s wharf, and the principal part of thehpusfes 
at the head of the river, together with the mills and some hou*s 
on the east side of the river. Bedford, or as it is frequently cdlled 
Dartmouth, suffered to the amount of near i^. 20,000 sterling^a 
rateable property, viz. buildings. * The other articles destroyed 
tvere worth a much more considerable surii. The troops procecB- 
' ^d from thfence to Martha's Vineyard, Where they cjest^y^a 
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Kw Vessels^ aad made a requisition of the ipilitia arms, the pqb^ 
lie money, tlu:ee hundred oxen, and 10,000 sheep, which waj 
*<:ampliediRrkh. The last contribution was a most desirable one^ 
and aiFacdcd a grateful repast 4x>thQUsands upon being safely con^ 
v^^ed to N-ew-Yoi-k, 

• Here let me close our account of military operations, with 

^n extract from gen. Washin^n's letter of August the 20tli, 

4Mi4>tbeaattend tothenegociations of the British commissi<?neri, 

^nd the. acts^f congress* Hisexcellency thuse expressed himself 

;— r^' it is not aiittte pleasing, aor less wonderful to comtemplate, 

jthat after two years manoeuyreing and undergoing the strangest 

vicissitudes^ that jpierhaps e^/er attended any one contest since the 

creation, both armies are brought tack to the very point they 

iei; out fri3mvand the ofendmg party in the beginnings is noir 

^duced to tlie ijs6 of the spade and pick-axe for defence. The 

liand'of'PrOkvidehce has been so conspicuous in all this, that 

;-ti?j mi*«t be .worse than, an, infidel that lacks faith, and more 

. thap widied 4bat has not gratituj^^^ to acknowiedg^ fai^ 

^/^b|ljgati0ns." . . '. . . r ' 

Governor Johnstone, meaning to avail himself of former 

^^poanectioas, endeavored tacorooience or renew a private cor^ 

I;fei5pondence, wi^ several members -of congress, and other pef - 

*spnsi of consideration. In his letters to them, he osed a freedom 

^th the ^tbority under which he. acted^ not cqstbmary with 

-, tl^pse intrust^ with delegated power, apd gave such a degree 

*'^ approbation to the conduct of the An>ericans in the pastxe* 

'^^i$tance which they had made, a$ is sejdom granted by aegocia^ 

» ^Qf^ ta their opponents. In a letter to Joseph Reed, esq. ^f 

^pilthe llth,vhesaid — " The man who. can be instruroantat 

. in. bringing us all to act once more in harmony^ and to unite 

together the vavbus powers which tliis con test has drawn fourth, 

^will deserve more from the king and people, from patriotism, 

^, humanity and all tlie tender ties that are effected byihe quaiT^l 

.,^d recJpnciliation,- than ever was yet bestowed onhuman kind.** 

-On the leth-of June, he wrote to Robert Mprris, esq^-rr-** Ibe- 

* jteive the men who have conducted the affairs of Ameiica unca- 

' Bablq;piF being influenced by impro{>er ipotives ; but in all such 

. iranaactions there is risk, and 1 think, that whoever ventures 

/should Be secured : at the same time, that honor and emolument 

..|hould naturally follow the. fortyne of those who have $teere4* 

^^^e vebet in the- storm, and brought her safely, to port. I thinfe 

^i.^asliington and the president have a right to .every favor that 

7;^ateful nations <?an bestow, if they couUi once more unite uouu 

j^ mterest, iand spare the miseries and devastations of* war/* Qw 

%jriday the2istbf Juae,Mr. Reed received a.writtea massag^ii 
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from Msrs. Fcrgt^Ptis •e!)C^r^ing:audttire:Wfiee him otibusinfisi 
whkb couJ(l,not be oommjttpdtd j^ritiog. On his atteodbg ki 
t^. evening, agi^eeablelo bter^^ppoiattnetit, after satt^e^ipeirious 
conyersation, sbej&nl^ised upoji (he gi^eottaknts. andaim^ie 
i]ualities of go vernoif Johnstone, and added, tliatiasevcratcod^ 
¥et$ii t\ehs wi;lb heip^ he bad ^xpre^sed the. niost favorable scnu^ 
^lents ^f Mr. Reedj that it >y»s paxticufciiiy irahed to engage 
his iiiterest:to promote the ofc^ect^ of tbeflritifih comnasaxontni 
i^iz.; »re-amionof tbetwo^^c»}Qt^ie^^ if consistent widi hi9paa«f 
eipiesand jiidgcne^t ; and tb^tin suchcase it could not bedeeiB^ 
ed unbe:Gomif)g or-impropaerin the firiii&h gavemoxcnt to.lake a 
jivoraUe matice of fiiich conduct:; .and- that ia ihta insCaiice Mr. 
Kee4 f!^ght have 4en thousand pounds ^erlnxg, audaoy: ofBce 
in tbe cpkmies in his cmjesty'tr Wt. t Mr. &eed^&uHn|^mBr2Bi4 
swei was expected, leplied?--" jT <w?i not worth pwschxumg^ i»$t 
mch<t$ijami ihekmgqfGni'cat^ritain i^n^ rich enoHgkt^d^itJfx 
Hovrcver right the f^rincipics might be, oo which thtsiiisfauiatiii|; 
scheme of ooncijiation waaadjQf^ed,.itsefiscts.weceji]il^nKa7ib 
On tlie ninth of July congress ordered'^**'Tbat all letterr- iso* 
oeived hj mtvf^x% of congress fronsany a£ the British cdoudEiis^ 
aioaers or tbcii^agento, or from any subject of the ki^g of GnstU 
Britain^^ of a. public natuie, be laid before coflgress.** Tkm 
^^K^ve letters oeing communicated, and Mu Reed aiaking adewi 
elaratioft [Aug. IL] of what has beea above related^ eong^^» 
sesolved ithat ^e san»& ^^ cannot but be ecmsUerod as disectab^ 
'tonpts tacoiuupt and bribe the congress-— thatjis jcoBgress fady 
sa they ought to- demonstrate,, the b^estand most poioted iiM 
dignatif^n against such daring and attrocious attempts ifi coraqti 
Ijieir integrity— -*and that it is incompatible with the honor oi 
ingress to.hold any manner of ccMrrespondence. as ifiterconrse 
with ihe.said George Johnstone, esq^ especially ta.Aegociatewithr 
bici^ upon affairs in which the cause of liberty is coneeraed.''' 
Their proceedings in thisbusinesswece expressed in^ the. £oaxio£ 
a declacatioai,. a copy of which was ordered ta be sdgned by the 
preside ot^ and sent by a flag to the commissioners at J^w**Yoik. 
This declaration drew out an. exceeding angry aad vehementone 
fiom the. gentleman^ in question,, in w£iffh the immcdiaie opa^a^^^ 
lions of passion were oather too;appai*ent. The. tone of hispid 
Kcations accorded butbadly with the high and^tenngfuiogimxis 
which be had so lately bes^towed. on tbe Americaaa in those inecy 
kttess wbtch were tb^ sulajeot of the present . contest., ft wasr 
4atedthc26^ of Augtist^and transmitted to eoagEes%i.tQgether 
with a declaration of tbe<samadate fromlovdGariislQ,iSk.Heii«» 
w^^ Clinton amd Mr* fiden^ iwhich went to a tol»i and jsei&sam 
•kavowaV ^o ik asi^ted to tbe ft^scatts^fa^V p£ their hav* 
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ing fiad «y kmdwfedge, directly or indirectly, of those mattei* 
ffoci&tdbf Gougpess. The d<*c}arati6lisi;^?itfre accompanied by a 
#equi$itioa :fir©m the three last naiPh^d commissioners resptctirf^ 
4be troops lately :^rving tii*der:^n, Bafgoyne, fn-whieltthcy <ff 
iiw-ed.t^TOtify the 'CtrnVE-ntion^ aftd required permissioii for tb6 
«fi*liarh^n^ of itof troops/ fiutr congress re^v^, [Sept. 4^3 
-•^ Th«t 60 ratification 6f the don^ntiorf, v^hich iiiay be tendered 
4» c^BSdqOtacc -ot poiwes, w*[ieh ^nfy reach th-atcase by^ e^oi^ 
^IrttCtioA audiniplio^onj or which iriay subject \srhatever is trany^ 
acted xdatiY0 tdicta the 'ftttire approbation or dtsapprobaticrn ^of 
lie'j«ritoii»Bat^£-<3cr^flrt'^ftr4tain', <r.an be'-accepc^fef tottgress^.-** 

'Wh^all hope'rffatlber'iiegoeiatii>n with vtoitgresar wa^ at ati 
«od; the commissiottiers dirfecteid 4heii* fiftute pdbficatibnsf ift the 
jQ^©er ofappealsto th^ peopleat large : #harefey feey ieeitiihgly 
realized tha charge WpcatJedly made, tha^theit^o^Iy caajcct w^ 
otidertbef msiduo4is appea^ahc^ of concSriation, to exeiter^Kther 4 
^epaffatioa attiongthe coionids^ or the people to tamults^ against 
Ihektespeetiye goy«rjMneni&w eongr€ss fic^^nly permitted, tirot 
forwarded the mpfifefehmetit of^l matters upon the i\j^)iect\ 
while -different Ameiacan writers ^sdefttook to xi^viate the effect; 
wrhioli the publicatiaBsiasifed by the'commisstonorstnigftt bate 
9ipan thfe body of the people* The strongest tai:gimient vriiich 
ib€ AmeriGanS. iidvaneed upon the occasion wasr, that tbey had 
already co^luded^asoleian* treaty with France for the esftafbf isik- 
ttient and on the fbotitfgoftheir independence, ^dt^houM- they 
iireak thek feith with- France, 4iiey vwould forfeit their ctedfe 
with>alii foreign natido*; he conridered asfaitWe^and-infamous; 
a«id,farevermore he^ut off from even the hope- of fdreign' sijc^ 
couir ;; and ^tthfe same time they should be throw-on the mercy 
oi'xi^ose, whohad alreadypursuedevery measttre of fraud", -fprc^^ 
cruelty -and deceit^ for their destruction*: aS neither the king; the 
ministers,' aor the parliament of Great^Britain, would-be undefr 
tlie necessity of ratifying any one "Condition which tl*ey agree! 
*>p0a '^itli the commissioners; or, tf they ev^n found it necest 
sjicy to ratify them for present purposels, it would be only ^to caS 
«.new'pari4ameRt*afnd.then^<Jundo^die*whole. '•■'*'■:. I 

- The appeals of the commissiortefs to the people p«V)Viitg ineft 
^fectiaaif they changed their conduct and denounced iio&irifity and 
destroctiottv'i^^^t' most terrific fomis, to those who bad tc^ 
j<;ctc d' ccin^iaHion and friendslvip. They published [Oct. 3-. ] « 
^igiisrt vatedictaroy manifesto' and prociamatiun ; and thereii 
vt^ned the people of the total and materiai change which -v^^fc 
4o >takecplaee in the future conduct of hostilities^ should- tfecy 
■«fiiltepe«sev€¥e intheir obstinacy ; and more especiatty as *hat wi2» 
*aid2t3Qi43fe fomideii »p(m tliepreteadeadaUianc^ wfthFtOTcei-i-4j> 

rijBiiAmencans were virtually threatened with all the extremes 

0f 
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of war, wd to bave Aelr coastry 4esolftte4. ^ kj^o^tiat 
*' The concessions m^de in the Q)anif$sto.ftiid-|Hro£ian^^lMi4>jr 
the comoM^sionets, coi^in a reo^uiciatiaQofeycry -f^aciple^tt^ov 
iChiQh the kill's nwnisters have pretended to justify the foui^a»* 
tion^ or the pursuit of any one object of the war. Thus tb« km 
setrievable 4isgtaceof having waged.a cruel war f or. ao^st^able 
anjd destructive ends^is fixed upon Britainy4>y-4puhl4c avoiral 
upon principle, that tlie tejrja^ ofered4>y An^rkia ifr M%bei* 
fore the war, ought to have beea accepted bs {(Hjm^ifatiou$:d[ 
^Mcacc, from their own intrinsic equity and merit, s^\mmgjn€r^ 
lemficial toihe mother cauntr;^ and more sc^eto ^ parrftes^'-^ 
Several packages of mamfestos^ which enclosed a amober tama* 
lated into the German language, ajid ooe printed o^veliua 
and signed by lord Carlislfe, Sir Henry Clinton, and Williaiii 
Edeii, esq. were made up in order to be seat with flags to-cooc 
prestf and the particular states in the unions 'Congre3S'apoa be^ 
ing informed of it, declared that the stents enipIoy^d,ta^distnbtitir 
the said papers were not entitled to protection lroaira&^,»whiiict 
engaged in the prosecution of such nefarious p^poie^;,aiKl j»$ 
commended it to the several states to secure and keep tbeoa an 
close custody, but &X the same tioie to print Ae maaiiestq^ m 
the news«papers, to convince the people of the insid uoub .dejMarf 
of the coipQMSsion^r^. [Oct. 30.] They also publi^ed a manifest 
to, on their part, in which they complained bitterly of the modet 
practised by^the British in carrying on the war, of the treatmeot 
their ^Idiers ai>d sailors had . met ^ith, and of ^ir • meanly st&L 
sailing the representatives of America with bribes, with deceily 
and the servility of adulation* . After other charges, expressed ia* 
the severest la^guage^ they concluded with soleninly deckring — 
** If our qnemies presume to execute their thre^Usi, or persist ia 
their present career of4>arbarity, we will take such exempjarjr 
vengeance as shall deter others &om a like conduct. We appeal 
to that God who searcheth the hearts of men, for the rectitode 
of our intentions ^ and in his holy presence declare^ that as m^ 
^^c not moved by any light and hasty ^ggcstions of angec or Te« 
veage, so, through every possible change of fortune, we wilt 
adhere to this our determination." 

The commission has been attended with the siagidar ckouai* 
stance of a letter from the marquis de la Fayette, to the eail of 
Carlisle, challenging *that nobleman, as first commissioner, to the 
field, there to answer in his own person, and in single combM^ 
for some harsh reflections on the conduct of the French court aiii> 
nation, which appeared in those public instraments that«he an** 
hjis brethren ^ad issued in their political capacity. The iaei^- 
jrieoce a^d heat of youth hurried himintothis imft&fds^ aigauMtl 
» Hudcy.. 

the 
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Mt adiriee bf Im wirraest Amerfcsm friends, ^Ad ibresaw^ait 
.ll^ phi^tenge woqM of accc$sity be siightecL ' 

^ The other proceeding$ of congress, wbkh haVebeea passdk 
jfltver, while the negociation has been considei-cd, axe now to be 
velated. 

,; CongrQSs^ being convinced by experience, that the regulatiotf^ 
iif prices was an evil, and increased instead of lessening th^ dif- 
A^utties it was meant tO:Cure, recommended in the beginning ^^ 
Jtqne, to the several legislatures that had adopted the measure, 
the suspension or repeal of their laws for that purpose. Th^" 
.Commissary general, col. Wadsworth,|iad nohope of feeding th^ 
army, whik the regalating acts prevailed. Before the reco^i-^ 
■icndation it w^s supplied by a. violation of the acts, or by con** 
iracts made before they took place. [June 27.] Congress ad- 
joyrncdtp meet the Thursday following at the state-house irt 
Philadelphia. wWn a sufficient numl^r of states were repre- 
^f^txtedy^j'uly 7.] they had. before them a packet of letters which 
liad passed between gen. Heath and gen. Philips, consequent to 
fce death of lieut. Richard Biownof the 21M British regicne^it, 
Itelonging to the convention troops at Cambridge. He deter- 
mined upon passing the lines on the nth of Ju^e (in a chdtise, 
hf^sffctn Xno women of easy virtue) contrary to general orders; 
Tlie sentry Upon stopping him was treated with contempt. The 
lieutenant would go on without assigning any reason, though re*» 
peatedly ordered to stop, on which the sentry shotliim through^ 
tteheadat Prospect-bill. The language of Philip's letter upoii 
t|be occasion, was so offensive, that Heath confined him to his 
quarters, under a guard ; and insisted on his signing a new p^t* 
fole.- These measures produced other letters proand con. The 
whole wrere submitted to the inspection of congress^ who approv-' 
JBd. of Heath's conduct. ^ 

[JuJ.y 16.] They had before them a paper from Mn GrerarJ, 
wherein he thanked them for the quick dispatch with which they' 
bad |M-ovided for the first wants of the French squadron ; it w«i#' 
accompanied with a memorandum of the provisions that would- 
be further wanted.. Congress meaning to procure it upon the? 
easiest terms, appointed a committee to make the purchases ; biife 
Mr^haSeouc of the Maryland delagates, improved the know- 
l^dgehis seat- secured him, for directing in season a private ac-'* 
qiJttintance to buy ; -and thereby counteracted the committee so^ 
ejSbctualiy^ that they could not answer the end of their appoint- 
liiemt. Tt is no extiavagant conjecture, that Mr. Chase shared^ 
irnth^ profits made; by his communications. 

J^Aug. 6j] The lion. Sieur Gerard was introduced to an audi* 
^$u»h^\mtjs^mhex» of congress appointed for the pui-pose* 

and 
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•od iieiog seated m his chajp, bts tocrietadrf delivered 10 
sident a letter from his most Christian majesty, ittfen 
very dear great friends and allies, that he hid nomtttated tixr 
Oerard»t0 reside among them^' io tfae^quaUty o£muiis€er {fteiiip#* 
tentiary. The minister was after the reading of it> aanouMaiA 
to. tlie house whereupon be arose and addressed cesig^on in « 
speech, which when finished itt the French language;' ma» Mlfi- 
vered by his secretary to the president; ta which ti^eJattsr te- 
turned an answer in Englkh. A profurioa of roo^^limeaite. pfitij 
cd Upon the occasion, in the hearing and preseftoeofit-aiittiilStat 
audience : for the vice'^pr^sident^ the supreme exeoutivecooMil^ 
the speaka* and assembly of Pennsylvama, wmse mailed td te 
there ; and each member df congress had the liteitytif givu^ 
two tickets for.the admittance of odier persons. Aa:<Martsuii- 
nient given by congress to the 5icur Gerard^ cloeMd ^c mxfV^ 
important and joyful transactions of the day* ' ^ --^ 

[Sept. 11.] Congress resolved upoA an appIic^^M taa^SI^ 
Henry Clinton for passports to American^ vesseteO^-SriiWJjUWC 
provisions and fuel to Boston for the use of tlie~<MMiiCM»' 
troops ; andthat if such passports were not granttitilMliatiMMF 
days after application, or roeasures^adoptcd byirii^ far s ap f lyij gi r 
them by the 5th of October, tliey would deem themselves jiMl> 
iiable in removing the said troops to such pJrt» «# the UiiiQU|r 
States as they can be hest subsisted in* The appttoitidmU^MJ^ 
Henry having had no e€ect> they resolved on the l€diilf Oetti^ 
ber^, that the necessary steps should be taken for remorkig; mitt 
all convenient speed, theconventbn prisoners to ChdrloCteuviMfe 
in Albemarle county, Virginia. . . -, v** 

[Septv 14*] CoAg^ss proceeded to the eiectbn <ff' z nds iitettr* 
plenipotentiary toi the court ef France, and the badtolS 6efa^' 
taken," Dr. Benjamin Franklin was elected. In their kMnMf^^ 
tions to him on the 26th of October, he was directed to nhtijly- 
if possible, the Krench king's consent for exputtgit^ fi€m?^ 
treaty of commerce the lith and 12th articles, as inconsteiNK 
with that equality and reciprocity which form the best SM.UII9* 
for perpetuating the whole. The marquis de laFaye^ k^d^Mdik* 
ed into^arrangements with congn:^s for oo-<^pefatingwkblki#)L(MM^ 
of France in an expedition agamstCanada ; the plwof l«lriQMh|b 
doctor was also to lay before the minister. It was^piopoavltkMP 
4 or 5000 French troops should he sent to assist inthe InuteciW 
The marquis's attachment to the American cause aad thir«t Itolt 
glory, would naturally engage him in^such aproi§c«C(«fii#w«l»^|^ 
would be likely to holdacoasiderable comnwidfwiththeiittiioltf 
purity of intention. But how for Mr. GonuAmighl^attfaiif iW)^ 
sinuate the first idea into Us nund^ in e3q[>edttdMo£|Miod|fti^^ 
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hs^'Mbf !of' Frejich troopt htto Cansd:( fir distant pdKtical 
jwrpc^JWi^ tt> whi^b ti>e niarquia w*s a tfttai stranger, cannot be 
^ft^lj? asc^rtauted. The docter wasioincukHte the certainty of 
woiag the British, fishery on die banks of Newfoundland, and 
€»fl$cqtieniiy the British marine by reducing Halifax and Quc- 
fec# >Th^ tnaportance of stich reduction to France oa the o^e 
]^;gad» aiwl tpf^merica on the otiier, was stated. 
. Tb& following observatiojus Ofi the financea of Adierica were 
SkeaBfisj5.ii> beeonjmumcated to. the French minister. * 
.: f* At the^commencementof. the war, it was obvious that the 
^^ma^nent i*eYeiioe&.ajBd xesources of Gyeat-Britain- must even- 
%m\ly oiferWance tlie sudden aiwl impetuous salJies of men con- 
tending for freedom on the; spur x>f tke occasion^* without regu- 
ta¥ diacipUnev detfisininate plan, or permanent means ©f defence: 
Ati^fica haTing never been -aiucb taxed, nor for a continuriTg 
length of time, beingwithoutaibced government, andcontended 
agaiost. what was once the. .lawful authority^ had no funds to 
^^kipport the war;-:andtbE contest being upon the ve^yq^jcfitiori oF 
taXiaUon^ the levying of imposts, unless ftom the last necdssity,- 
w;puldbave been naadness.r-r^l'o borrow froxa indivi4tia]», with- 
9i^ any visible pafeani* of repaying theai^ while tli« Joss wasccertaia 
fi^M, illsiac^asy was Ti^bnary.— A measure therefoi« y^hkh ha(J 
I^Q eitrly adopted, and thence became familiar to the J>cop]e; 
v^ pursued ; this was the issuing of paper notes representing spe- 
cif £pr the redemption of which the public faith was pkdged. 
j^tbeat^ were to chfculate^ from hand to Imnd, tliere was no' 
gpcat iiwKvidual ri$k.imlesSb from holding them too Jong, and no 
hian refused to receive them for one commodity, while they w:oiil(f 
puspb^se every otbcrv— This general credit however, did not lasl; 
kffigi^. It iDcnacod so deeply tlie views of our enemies, who had 
buijt-their hopes on dae defeat of our resources, that tiieyand 
tt^iCjpartizans used eveiy effort to iinpeach its value. 1 heir 
SMi^i^aaL in one instance of thi^ icind,. alway made room for ano* 
ther,. becauae he who could notrerjieve his wants with our paper 
ino^ odtipart with has property to p^oewe it. — ^To remedy tl\is^ 
ey^^-tbe st^t-es as seooa as formed into any shapeof legislature, en- 
9^td:l»i»%to nmlce tbe coatinental paper a lawfoi- tender, and in-' 
deed, -to tkterraine its. value, sfixifty it by penalties at^ the' sum c? 
aipecie;;ex{»^ssed on the face of it^ These iaw^s produced Hiono-* 
|IoifirtiroiigJioutL^--riTfee monopoly of commodities^^theinteFrup- 
lieitof conunerce, and the successes of the enemy, pnotfuced a 
depreoiftttoi^: tfaefciws de-viscdt© remedy this evil, either increa« 
Bc4 «t wfire follow^- by an increase of it-^-^Tlri^ dcraand- 
td.fnofe fp(fio1^fiil:eiaBi«on^ thereby increasing theclrculating 
iQe4i<iD^^^^»tf^^*(^^^ AOt^D% to exclude ^-Others, but 

V .': ; . furnish 
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burnish a superabimdant quantity to increase tlie depreciaticMk 
The several states^^ instead of laying taxes to defray their own 
private expences, followed the example of congress, and issued 
notes of different denominations and forms. Therefore to coun- 
terfeit became easier, and the enemy did notneglectto availthesSN 
seJves of this great, though base advantage ; and hence arose x 
further depreciation. Calhngthe husbandman frequently to arms^ 
who had mdeed lost the incitements to industry from the cheap- 
ness of the necessaries of life in the beginning, compared mfli 
other articles, which took a more rapid rise, soon reduced that 
abundance which preceded the war; this, added to the greater 
consumption, together with the ravages and subsistence of tbe 
enemy, at length pointed the depreciation to the nieans of sup- 
port. The issues from this moment became enormous and con- 
sequently increased the disease from which they arose, and wfaieb 
must soon have become fatal, had not the successes of America 
and the alliance with France kept it from sinking entirely. Tbe 
certainty of its redemption being now evident, we only su£br 
'fiooi the quantity. This however, impahs not only the value sin*- 
ply in itself, but as it calls forcontinued large emissions, so the cer- 
tainty that every thing MriU be dearer than it is, renders osery 
thing dearer than it otherwise would be ; 2LnA vice versa. Couktiie 
possibly absorb a part of the inundation which overwhelms us, 
every thing would be cheaper, fr6m the certainty that it would be- 
come cheaper. The money can be absorbed but three ways-*- 
The first is by taxation, which cannot reach the evil while the 
war continues ; because the emissions must continue, to supply 
what is necessary over and above even the nominal produce (if 
taxes ; and the taxes cannot be very productive, bv reason of the 
possession of part and ravagement of other parts ot the country hf 
the enemy ; and also from the weakness of governments yet in 
their infancy, and not amved to that power, method and ^xiBOg- 

ness, which are the portion of elder states -The secoi^ 

method is by borrowing, and is not efficient, because no intet* 
est can tempt men to lend paper now, which paid together 
with that interest in paper a year hence, will not probably 
be worth half as much as the principal sum is at present; anS 
Vrhenevfr the case shall alter, then m proportion to the deprQ-^ 
ciation will be the loss of the public in what they borrow, to 
say nothing of the enormous burdens for which they nuistyay 
interest in specie, or what is equal to, if so much as what 1»# 
been emitted could be borrowed as to waider the rem»inder eqfs^ 
ly valuable with silver.-r-The last method is by very consid<a»W| 
loans or subsidies in Europe, and is the onlympde at oocpe^w 
to. the effect jdcsireda and ireefrom the foregoing exceptuM^Jar 
. ' if 



Digitized 



by Google 



^. D. i^lS.] AMEMCAN REVOLUTION. m 

if such a s^m is drawn for, at the advanced exchange, as by taking^ 
wp the greatest part of our paper to reduce the exchange to par, 
the paperthen remaining will be fully appreciated, and the sum 
-tlue wril not nominally, and therefore in the event not actually 
exceed its real value. — But to this mode there arc objections : 
I. Subsidies by any means' equal to our necessities can hardly be 
expected, while our allies, being engaged in a war, will want 
^\i the money they can procure : and 2. Loans cannot probably be 
obtained without good guarantee, or other security which Ai;ie- 
rica may not perhaps be able to procure or give. — But until our 
"finances can be in a better situation, the war cannot possibly be 
prosecuted with vigor : and the efforts made, feeble as they must 
be, will be attended with an oppressive weight of ex pence, ren- 
dering Still more weak the confederated states. — This will ap- 
pear from the foregoing observations, and also from hence that 
the present, and in all probability the future seat of the war, 
•^(that is the middle states) is so exhausted, that unless by the stre- 
iiuoits voluntary exertions of the inhabitants, no great number of 
nien can possibly be subsisted ; and such exertions cannot be 
expected without the temptation of money more valued tliaa 
«drs is at present, "- 

Five days befere the date of the instructions above related 
ingress, upon the application of the marquis de la Fayette, grant- 
ed him leave to return to France, and directed the president to 
write him a letter of thanks for that disinterested zeal which led 
farm to America, and for the services he had rendered to the 
United States by the exertion of his courage and abilities on ma- 
cy signal occasions. They also ordered Dr. Franklin to cause an 
elegant sword, with proper devices, to be made and presented 
him in the name of the United States c and crowned the whole 
with a letter recommending him to his most Christian majesty. 
Tlie marquis took leave of congress, hj letter, the 26th of Octp^ 
ber. The next day when it was received, a letter fromtli6 raar- 
quis was read, giving an account of the brave conduct of capt. 
Tonzar, in taking. possession of a piece of artillery^ fron:i th^e 
enemy, in which action he lost his right arm : whereupon con- 
gress promoted, him to the rank of lieut. colonel in the service 
of the United States, by brevet, and appointed liimapensioa 
for life, of thirty dollars per month. 
• Let us resume our narration of military operations. 
'•' So early as the 8th of February gen. Scuyler wrote to con-* 
^ress — ** There is too much reason to believe that an expedition 
will be fornied (by the fndians) against the western frontiers 
<5f this state (New-York) Virginia and Pennsylvania.'' 'JTb^ 
next month he informed them — '* a number of Mohawks, jaiji 
:Yo^.lh C 3 - i^any 
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i^aany of the Onolidagoe%. C^^sogtSc asd StntcaSr ix4U cofo» 
ijnence bosuUtie^ against 4is. as «opn as tbey. csui : it woal<Hii^ 
prudent therefore early to take measures to carf ^ the war ini«r 
their coiintry ; it would rc^juixe nogreater body of itoapstoi^ 
atroy tlie^ towns than toprotect the froj^tier inhatit^Bts/' No 
effectual measures being taken to repress the hostile spitit of the 
Indians, numbers joinea the tqry refugees, and with th^secom*' 
inenced their horrid depredations and hostilities upon the j^ackr 
settlers, being, headed by c©L Eutler and Brandt^ an half-blood-* 
cd.Indian^ of deq>erate- courage, ferocioi^and Cruel beyond «-? 
ample- Their ejcpeditions were carried on to great advantage^ 
by the exact knowledge which the refugees possessed of every 
object of their enterprise, and the immediate intelJigenc thtf 
received from their friends on the spot, 1 he weiglitdtbeipbo*- 
stilities fell upon the fine» new and flourishing sottleaaent oC 
Wyoming situated on the eastern branch of tlie Susquehanfiab, 
in a most beautiful country and deligbtfal climate* It was set^ie4 
and cultivated witii great ardor by a number of people -froii^ 
Connecticut, which claims tlie territory as included iq its origin 
nal gr-uit fr om. Charles J L The settlement consisted of eigi^ 
townships, each five miles S€[uare, beautifully placed on each sid^ 
of the river. It had increased so by a rapid population, that they 
sen t a thousand me» to serve in the continental aimy . I'o provide^ 
against the dangers of their remote situation. Four forts wer^ 
constructed to cover them from the irruptions of the Indians.— 
Bat it was their, unhappiness to have a considerable mixture of 
loyalists among tliem ; and the two parties were actuated by sen* 
timents- of the most violent aninwsity which was not coniined t^ 
j^articular families or places; hot creeping within the roofs an^ 
to the hearths and floois^ where it was least to be expected, serv- 
ed equally to poison the sources of domestic security and bappi* 
>iess, and to cancel the laws of nature and humanity. 

They had fcequent:and timely warnings of the danger tovrhicb 
they wenj exposed by sending their best men to so great a dis^ 
tance, Thefc quiet had been interrupted by the Indians, joined 
by marauding parties of their own countrymen, in tbe precedii^ 
year; and it was onlyby a vigorous opposition, in a coiurse of 
successful skirmishes, tfiat tl>ey had been driven, off. Several 
torics, and others not before suspected, had then and since aban-» 
doned the settlement ; and beside aperfectknowledgcofall their 
particular circomstances, carried along with them such a stock of 
private resentment,^ as could not fail of directing the fury, aA4 
even giving an edge to the cruelty of their Indian and otber.lo**- 
veteiate enemies. An unusual number of strangers had oooie 
among them under.various pretences, whose bebaviomr became 
&Q auspicious^ that upon being taken up and examined^ such crU 
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4epce appe3Boi'a|;^in«t8icwnrJ^j0l' tjiilin, <>f ihefe acting in €t>ftl 
^wrt: wki tfie cneovf^ On a scliemefor tlie destructSon of \ht 
•ct|kai€Dte> that ab<Hit.twent}»i\^erc ^mittM to ffionnectkuf, 'j» 
fce-lhe^ iiH|^risoi>ed ahd tricftfot their lives, vrhlte'the^^RiStin-i 
4er \ircrfi c:q>«iled. Tbese meawutescsscitedi the fiage of tliit f43. 
wes in general fip fiie- fllostextrenie degt^e ; and di^ rtineate" feci- 
«erly deaoimced agaittst llie settlers^ qp^eji^ no«E rctiewed witH 
aggravatoiyengieaiice^ - ' ' > 

! A& tiic tiaie approached for th« final cflftastrcJ^h«, the Ii^diaifil 
practised unumiai treactery* Fot se^reral we^ks previous to^ fh4 
intended aUack, they repeat^diy sent small jiaitie* to thd se'ti 
rien^nt^ charged withtiie sU-ongest professions of fri^ndshi^. 
These paitieB, besidie attempting to lull the people into security* 
answered-the, purposed of^ cominunicating with thek friends, and 
©f observing the present state of afFairs^ The settlers- ho weveri 
were notinsenstbie of tlic danger. ; They had taken the al-arm, 
and colonel Zehiiton Butler had several tinies written letters t<i 
tfongressand gen*. Washington » acquainting them with the dan- 
gee the aettlemeht Was 'uiy and requesting assistance ; fodt tlie let- 
ters wercMievei; tccelved^ having ic^en intercepted t>y th(? Penu*. 
ty Ivajiia tories. A little before the main attack, ' %q^q, st^sall par- 
ties ii^ade sudden eruptions, and committed several robberies 
IwKi TOurders; and from, ignorance or a contempt of all tiefe 
wv^halever, massacred the wife and five children of t>ne^fthe 
persons sent for trial to Connectieutintheir own cause, 
r At length, in theiieginning of July, the enemy fciiddcntly ap* 
peared iu full force on the busquehannah, headed lay col. John 
Hutler, a CumieGticuttory^ and cousin ta col. Zeb. Butler, th<* 
second in command in the settlement. He was assisted by most 
of those leaders who had rendered tliemselves terrible in the 
present frontier war* Their forCe was about 1^00 men, near a 
fourth Indians, led by their own cliicfe ; the others were so dis* 
-guised and painted as Hot to be distinguished from the Indians^ 
e xcep ting thdr officers, who being, dressed in regimentals, cai^ 
tied the appearance of regular^. One of the srt»aJlerfort«, gai'- 
risoned chiefly by tories, was givea \x^y or rather bets-ayed. 
Another was taken by Storm, and all but the women a»d chil- 
tiren massacred in the most inhuman manner.- 

[July 3-} ^ Colonel Zeb. Butler, leaving a smiill number to 
^uard Fort Wilkesborough, crossed the river with about 400 
/nen, and marched into Kingston Fort, whither the women, 
rhHdjren and defenceless of ail sorts crowded f(>r protection. He 
^trffered himself to*be enticed by his cousin to abandon the foi'- 
tress. He agreed to march out and hold a conference with- tire 
-eiiemy in the open field (at so great a distance irom the fort as 
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to shutout all possibility of protection from it) upon their ^ifli-* 
djwwingaccoraiDgto their own proposal, in order to the hokKAg^ 
of a pariy for the coTiciusion'-of a tieaty. He sit the same tiQfi^ 
marched out about 400 men well armed, -being nearly the whkrfe 
strength of the garrison, to guard his person to tht pJaceofpar^ 
ly, such was his distrust of the enemy's designs. On bis ar- 
rival he found no body to treat with him> and yet advaneed to^ 
ward the foot of the mountain, where at a-distance he saw ^ 
flag, the holders of which, seemingly afir^d of treachery on 
his side, retired as he advanced ; whilst lie, endeavoring to re^ 
xnove this pretended ill impression, pursued 4iie fla^ tilLhis-part^ 
tvas thoroughly enclosed, when he was suddenly freed fTom'h(# 
delusion by finding it attacked atoftce on every side. He antf 
his men, '^notwithstanding the surprise and danger, fought wkb 
resolution and bravery, and k6pt up so -continual and heavy il 
fire for three-quarters of an hour, thatthey-seemed- to gain a 
marked superiority. In tliis critical moment a soldier, through 
a sudden impulse of fear, or premediated treacheiy, cried out 
alou4, " the colonel has ordered a retreat.** The fate of tlui, 
party was now at once determined- In the state of cefrtfii^ii 
that ensued, ah unresisted slaughter eommenced, white" thd 
enemy broke in on all sides without obstruction. Colonet 1^9^ 
Butler and about seventy of his men escaped ; the latter got 
across the river to Fort Wilkesborough, the colonel made h&. 
way to Fort Kingston, wiiich was invested the next day [July- 4^1 
on the land side. The enemy, to sadden the drooping spirits 
of the weak remaining garrison, sent in for their contemplation 
the bloody scalps of one hundred and nmety-six of their Jatd 
friends and comrades. They kept up a continual fire upon th« 
fort the whole day. In the evening the colonel quitted the fort 
and went down the river witli his family. He is thought to b& 
the only officer that escaped. . ^ "; 

fjuly 5.] Colonel Nathan Dennison, who succeeded to the' 
comniand, seeing the impossibility of an effectual defence, ^veitt 
with a flag to col. John Butler, to know what terms he w^ild' 
grant on a surrender ; to which application Butler answered with 
more than savage phlegm, in two short- words — fke haichet.^ 
Dennison having defended the fort till most of the garrison weitJ 
killed or disabted, was compelled to surrender rft discretion. 
Some of the unhappy persons In the fort were carried away alivf; 
but the barbarous conquerors, to save the trouble' of murder in 
detail, shut up the rest,f>romiscuously in the houses and bar- 
racks, which having set on fire they enjoyed the savage pleasyre 
of beholding the whole consumed in one general blaze. . j 

'■ ; Tliey ^" 
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- They then crossed the riverto the only remaimngfort^WiiHes^ 
^(jrough, whkh in hopes of mercy surrendered without dcnian^*. 
iag any -conditions. . I'bey found about seventy coi>tinen^aI sol- 
4^^y who had been engaged o^ereiy for the defence of the hon- 
tiexa,»w4>am they butchered with every eircumstanee of horrkl . 
cjcuejty. The retnainder of the men, v/ith the womenrand chiU 
di«n^/weresbut up as^ before ia thcr houses, whicli^beiiig set oi^ 
Sre^ they perished altogether in the flames. . . 

^- A general scene of devastation was now spread through all th6* 
to^nships^ Fire^ vsword/and the other diiFerent instruments of-' 
4^structions alternately triumphed.^ The settlemcntsof the tories* 
idctoe ge'nerolly escaped^ and appeared as islands in tl>c midst of - 
llie stirrounding ruin* The merciless ravagers having destroyed^ 
the main objects^ of their cruelty, directed their animosity to^ 
cvexypart of living nature be longing to them : shot and destroyed- 
tome of their cattle, and cut out the tongues of otliers; leaving 
Ihemstill' alive to prolong their agonies. 

-*. The following are a' few of the more singular circumstances of 
the barbarity practised in the attack upon Wyoming. Capiaiii- 
Wedlock, who had been taken prisoner, being stripped naked, ha<fe 
bis body stuck full of spHnters of pine-knots,* and then a heap of. 

flttC-knots pried around him ; the whole was then set on fire, and 
is two companions, captains Ranson and Durgee, thrown alive' 
intX) the flames, and held down with pitich-forks. The returned 
lories, who had at different times abandoned the settlement in 
ordertojoin in those savage expeditions, were the most distin* 
juished for their cruelty 5 in this they resembled the torics that 
joined the British forces. One of these Wyoming tories, whose 
^pther h^d^raarried a second husband, butchered with hisownt 
Kands, both' her, his father-in-law, his own sisters and their in- 
fant children. Another, who during his absence had sent homer 
several threats against tlie hfe of his. father, now not only reak 
4zed them in person, but was himself, with his own hands, the 
txierhiinator of his whole family, mother, brothers and sisters 
and mingled ;their blood in one coiumon carnage, with that of 
the, ancient husband and father* The broken parts andscatter- 
ed rdics.of families, consisting mostly of women and children; 
wlio had escaped to the woods during the different scenes of this 
devastation, suffered liitle less than their friends^ who had pc- 
ri3lifid in the ruin of their houses. Dispersed and. wandering iiv 
||)e forests, as chance and fear directed, without provision or 

* Pinc-knorj are £0 replete .wUh tiirp<M>h'ne, that tbey are firetj'^'^d X)fcd 
at night to illumioate the looxa ; snd lighted s^ iintcrs &rc utt.cn carried ^bout 
.ia vhc liottsci of {hi Caroliua plj^i^ter* in^ieAd of candles. 
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covering they h^ » long tract of country U^ trairewe^ aifdmaoyV 
without doubC perished in the woods. But Whatever distresseat 
aad cruelties have been expsrieoced by the Wyooung ^etlkrv 
tfee Britisttcausicf, so far from being served by them, is rouelrm-* 
jured» ti^rough the bitter aud lasting resentmtnt they &£ ia Ike* 
miods of the Americgns. . » 

Some expeditions were undtrtakea oatbe other side hy thtf» 
AmerkaiM. CoioneL Clarke's expedition through tl^e Imdhm 
country^ which commenced last suiBmer» isworthy of p«rticulacr 
observation* from the successful, spidl of enterpriser eou£^^ 
and prudence, with which it was conducted. > 

The col. left Virginia with a small party of hrtweow twa anA 
three hundred men* The object in view wai the reduction* .o£ 
the French settlements planted by the Canadians on the. Upp^sP 
Mlssisippi, in the Illinois country^ and at so vast a distance thafe 
tiiey were obliged to traverse no less than about l^OO^milesof anr 
uncultivated and uninhabited wilderness. Much of the misduetf 
which had fallen upon the southern and middle vtztas, frosn the* 
ipcuisions pf tUe Indians^ had been attributed to the goveTttodf 
of those settlements, who beside acting as an agent for the British 
goveroment and paying large reward for scalps,, had been, inai 
defatigable inaU:t^ix^>tingto excite the Ohio and Missbipf^ fab» 
dians to undertake expeditions against the frontiers. This con:* 
duct wa^ the motive to the present enterprise* The partyy sf^ 
ter a iong course down the Monongahela, and a yoyaga on thtf 
Ohio, airived at the great fails of the latter, within about 60 
miles of its mouth, where tliey hid tbehr boats» and bent their 
course by land to the northward. In this stage of the expedii 
tioxu after consuming all the provision they had been abletac^^ 
xy on their backs, they endured a liard march of two days witfa^ 
aut^ny sustenance. They therefore, when arrived in this hunfi 
gry state, about midnight, at the town of Kaskaskias, were una* 
nimously detern>iaed to take it or perish in the attempt, - -f 

The town contained about 250 houses, and was suflScientIf 
fortified to hai^c withstood a much stronger enemy ; butd^^tane^ 
having forbidden aU idea of. danger among the inhabitants, 0# 
course superseded all pracaution against surprise. Both town ami 
fort were 4;aken without noise or opposition before the peopFe 
were well awake, and the inhabitants were so eifectually secured 
that nut a person escaped to alarm the neighboring settlementfi 
The goven^or, Philip Rochebiayc, was sent to Virginia, ^witlt 
all the written instructions he had received from Quebec, Dc-- 
ti-oit, and Michillimackinack, for setting on the Indians, atrf 
payii^ them great rewards for the scalps of the Americans.-^ 
The inhabitants w'ere rscjuired to take an oath of allegiance tto 
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tiieUiUtcd SutcSj and tli^foit^ecame the l>ead-quarters of the 
victors; * 

. A s«»aH detachtnent pushed for>Vatd from this place on horse- 
back^ aad surprised, aad tocfk with ai little diflicuity three cihet 
Fpench townsi lyiftg fi-om^fifteeiv to about seventy miles furthet 
«p the Missisippi. The inhabitants in them and the neighbour- 
mg country nrmle nci difficaky bf transferring their allegience, 
w&h they woald r^asmiabiy coaclude could riot be refused witii 
safety, as they -might naturally imagine the enemy was in force, 
h^ngin tlie heart of the country : th^ dangerous situatiori oftliis 
^mail corps in the inner part or the Indian territory, at the back 
Iff 5ome of the most cruel and hostile tribes, in the track cf many 
itthei^, and more or less in the way of all, was converted to pe- 
culiar advantage, by the extraordittary activRy and unwearied 
Jipirit of the commander. He directed and timed his attacks 
with such judgment, anxJ executed thcrn with Such silence and 
^pmtch, that the Indians* found their own mode of war effectu- 
ailytwrned upon thena. Surprised in their inmost rcftreats, and 
Hapst sequestered reae«ses, at those tiities and seasons, when they- 
were scarcely less- disposed for action, than unprepared foi* de-^ 
fence, they experienced in their own wigwams and families, that 
wagxpecfced^ughter and destmction which th^y had saiTCf^uent- 
ly carxied home to others.- Upon this they grew cautimis and ti^ 
mid; find the cantinua! dangep to which theif fafinilies werd 
expo5ed,..damped the ardoc of their warriors fer Iwstile etpedi- 
toons. . * . 

. Sir He»ry Clinton^ on- the retm-fi of the troops fi^m the fied^ 
ford e^edition, determined upon another to Egg-harbor, on 
the Jersey coast, where the Americans had a number of priva- 
teers and prizes, and some considerable ^It works. To draw 
away tlie attention of the Americans, and to procm*eat the same^ 
time forage and fresh provisions for the army, lord Comwailis. 
advanced into Jersey with a strong body of troops, while gen J 
if ftyi>liausen advancing witli another division of the army, toolc 
a-positionon the east side of tlie North-River, by which only the 
tmo divisions were separated ; so tteit by means of tliefr boats 
\|i^y couid unite their whole force on either-sideof it,' within 
twenty- four houlfs. Lieut. coL Baylor's regiment of hight-i/orse^ 
with some militia, wer^e detached to watch and interrupt the fora- 
gers«. The colonel, it is to be feared, in order to avoid helriij 
Ufideir gexu WWyne's comn^ad, wentwith his men into the 
saouth of the British^ and there lay in a state of unsoldicriysecu- 
idpf^ which induced tord Cornwallis to form a plan for surpri- 
sing the whok^ Genw Gray, with the Hght-inf-mtry and ^oine 
^thjer troops^, advanced by nigh$oii the leit tosurpdse*the enenl/ 
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on that side^ and a detachment .was made from Knyphausen's 
corps on the right, which having passed the North-River, infendi 
ed so to have entlosed the whole American fcrrce employed in 
watching them, as that few or rjone of them should have escap,^ 
ltd. Some deserters from the colun:m on their right prevented 
the completion of the scheme. These having at tlie most critic 
cal moment roused the militia, who lay at New-Taap^n undet 
gen. Wayne, afforded them the opportunity of escaping. But 
Grey conducted his division withsucn silence and order, ttotthey 
ioot only cut off a Serjeant's patrol of twelve men without nois^ 
but completely surrounded Oid-Taapan without any discovety^ 
[September 27.] and surprised Baylor's horse asleep and Dskcd 
in the Ijarns where they lay. ' A severe execution took place, 
and numbers were dispatched with the bayunet. The men hie- 
ing so completely surprised and incapabje of i*esistance, the teftr* 
^ajfof quarters when implored, has led congress to deem, the ext. 
ecution a massaae, after receiving the best information upon oath; 
that they could obtain concerning it. Of about a dozen wound- 
ed soldiers who appeared to give evidence, three had received 
froni nine to eleven stabs each, of bayonets, in the breast, jb^ck 
and tr^ink of the body, beside several wounds in other parts; 
Two others had received, the one five, and the other aix sta^ 
in the body. However the admiration of some, who reason fi-onS 
the nature of the weapon and the manner in which it is used,* 
may be excited at these men being ^bie in about three vreeks tiine 
to give their testimony, as also being seemingly in a fair way dt 
recovery -, yet the positive evidence, given upon oath before gov^ 
Livingston, whose penetration would have detected, and whxysH 
integrity would have discarded a false witness, will be credited 
by impartial persons. Baylor himself was wpunded, but- not 
dangerously : he lost in killed, wounded and taken, 67 privavdl 
but of 104, beside 70 horses. It it said, that Grey ordered rici 
quarter to be give A, and that the charges were d.awn, and the 
flints vJky^ out ; but that one of the light-infantry captains vetf- 
turedto disobey the order ; and gave quarters to the whole fourttf 
troop, which serves to account for the number of prisoners tak- 
en and carried to New- York, viz. 39 privates, beside a capt^nj 
Iwo subalterns, a volunteer,- and the sergeon's mate. 

Captain Ferguson of the 70th regiment, with about ^Qiind 
forces, were detached on the expedition to Little Egg- harbour; 
under a proper convoy. They arrived off the bar on the evtir- 
ing of the 5th of October. I'he Americans had obtained -Spnlfe 
intelligence of the design and had suddenly sejnt out to sea, s,ucH 
of their privateers as were in any degree of readiness, to esca^^ 
Ihe inipcnding danger. The larger of the remaining vessdb^j 
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ciueSy prizes, were hauled Up the river to Chesnut-neck, about- 
twenty miles from its ii^outh. The smaller jM'ivateers and craft 
t)f different sizes, were carried stiiJ further up into the cpiintjry. 
The -detachiaent proceeded to Chesnut-neck, burnt the vessels 
6)iijid tiiere, destroyed the €etilements, store-houses, and works 
<if every sprt, to prevent all privateers . being fitted out from 
fl]<?nce iov the future. On their return, they made excursions 
mo the neigh boruig country, destroyed some considerable salt- 
works, a§ well as the houses and settlements of several persons 
Viio.had take.n a conspicuously ijctive part on the side of Anae* 
iica,- or had been concerned in the fitting out of privateers. 
i When the troops had rejoined the squadron, a French cap- 
tain, with some privates, who had deserved froiii count Pulaski's 
tgion, ^ave such an account of the careless manner in. which, 
three troops of horse and as many companies of infantry were 
Cintoned, at only a few. miles distant, thattlie commandmg offi- 
cers by sea and land, concluded on an expedition to beat -up 
<lieif quarters. Ihey had the advantage of cxjnveyirig the 
Ifopps by water to within a small distance of their destination i 
iht deserters also informed them of an unguarded bridge, the 
possession of wiiich would seive, in case of necessity, efFectu- 
4fty to covertheir retreat back to the vessels. Two hundred and fifty 
ioen weie embarked [Oct. 15.] who after rowing ten miles, 
tuided long before day-light within a mile of the bridge, which 
tliey secured i and leaving a guard in possession of it, the re- 
mainder pushed on and completely surprised Pulaski's iight- 
^xfantry, and destroyed about lifty ot them, among whom was 
t))e baron de Bose and lieutenant de la Borderie. The attack 
being in the night, little quarter could be given ; more would 
probably have been granted, had not the deserters falsely re- 
ported, that Pulaski had issued public orders forbidding his 
corps to grant any quarter to the British troops. I'he slaughter 
would not have ended so soon, if Pulaski had not on the tir^ 
alarm, hastened with his cavalry to support the infantry, which 
then kept a good countenance. The British not long after a>acie 
a ha§ty retreat, and returned to their boats. 

Let me pass from hence to relate a disagreeable disturbance 
Uiat happened in Charleston, South-Carolina, on tlie night of 
September the 6th. By some means a quarrel commenced on 
shore beiween the American and French sailoi-s, when the for- 
ip^rmade use of indecent, illiberal and national reflections against 
tjie latter, which provoked resentment. The paiiies soon pro- 
qe^ded to open hostilities, when the French were driven from 
die town, and betook themselves to thek shipping, v^;hence they 
4fed with cannon and smallarms, which was returned by the Amci- 
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xfcans from tht adjoining wharfs and shore. Several lives were 
lost, and manjr were wounckd.' The inh^bitaBts were inudi 
alarmed, and the mUitia wei*e oWiged to be under arms a great 
part of the night. Proper measures were afterwards taken to 
prevent a lepttition of the Iike.disorccrs ; and botS thepresufent 
and assenobly expressed their. deep concern^ that/ tbq slightest 
animosiiics should prevail between any citizen of America and 
the subjects of their illustrious and good ally. 
'In the evening of the 8tb, there was- a violent affi:^ at ISostoii' 
between certain unknown persons and a number of French. It 
is said, though not proved,, to havebecn begun by teamen cap- 
tured in British vessels,, and. some ofi Burgpnc's army,, who liad 
enlisted inprivateera justi'eadvy to^saii., A-twdyof these fellows, 
we have been told, demanded bixiad of the French babers em- 
ployed for the supplying of the count d'Estaing's fleets and bie- 
ing refused, fell upon and beat them, in a most outrageous man* 
ner. Two of the count-s- officers, attenvpting to cx)flipose the 
fray, were wounded-, tlie cJievalier de Saint Sauveur so badjy 
tJiat he died on-thersth;, and the next day the Massachusetts house, 
"of assembly resolved to erect a monumentai stone to liis memory^ 
None of the offending.persons having been discovered, nolwi^- 
standing tlie rew-ard that was offered, it may be feared tliat Ame- 
ricans were concerned in the riot; while political prudence- 
charged it upon others^ that less umbrage might be taken. at the 
event. The count was much grieved atwhat had happened ; butr 
had too much calmness and good sense to charge it upon the bo- 
dy of the inhabitants,, who. were np less concerned at it than* 
liimself ; so that it created m> dissentions between, them. Oa 
the 22d, the genei-al court received the compliments of the count 
and his officers ;,allof whona, were- invited to dine, three days* 
^dtcr, at a.'public dinner.. The fleet had been, so far repaircd,. 
and so well secured by formidable workson George's-IsJand, m 
which tlie count had mounted, near a hundred heavy cannon^, 
that they could with the utmost propriety be absent^upon the: 
occasion. Y^r the- greater see uiity, the general court, under ana 
apprehension that the'' British fleet and army might move to tha* 
northward, with a view of desti'oying the count's fleet, andre- 
possessing them^lves of Boston, had resolved on the 19tb to 
raise a third of the militia. Three days before this resolve, ad- 
miral Byron arrived at New- York from Halifax.. HBs-, squadron- 
had suffered so in their voyage from Britain, that it was a. full* 
jtionth before he could sail again, in order to observe d^EstaingV 
iwtions. The count lay at ease and in sakif ; and oh tlic 26th 
oFOctober, entertained a*Jargc company of gentlemen and ladies 
TVhoin.he had invited to dine with him on board the JLanguecJoc^ 
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The f ntertaininent was highly tlegant A full length picture of 
gen. Washington, presented to the con^t by- Mr. Hanccxck, vyss 
placed in the center of the upper side of ther^o inland tlie frarpc 
of k was covered with Jdujrela. The com^t havipg. made th|$ 

' pubjic Fcturn for the p^sonal civili^u he had reoeived fvo^i 

; nuxpbers secm'ed hinaselfftom all liahleness to de^tf nfion bypoinfs 
©f honor : from a-threated detention ofiaaatber saturpj^ he had 

-fccenhappily relieved in -season, it-was geaerallj^xpect^d from 
the scarceness of provisions of all sorts at-Bosten and the nieghbor- 

I tootf, tliat he would have etocounter-ed grwt liiffipulties, jf not 
actual distress* The impracticabifey of viciuailing his fleet^^t 

, ^hat jSort wM di-eaded, even tfcfe subsistingofjt Was doubted.-^ 

• JBut he was freed from these apprehensions by-a singular fur tun jr. 
''TheNew-EnghuHl cniisere took Such iinumber ^f provision veg- 

* tch cm their way from Europe to NewYprife fis no|x)niy SLppji- 
' «d the wants of the. JFreneh, but furnished an overplus suiScie^t 

to redafce*the^rates"of thd markets al£a»t©n. Thi3 seasonible 
supply occasioned great triuntph araong the inhabit^^nts. The 
-count being in hctpe of saiU^ng within-a few daysjj,-publi4icd i\jde- 
iclaration to be spread anaong the JFreach Canadian* j and address- 

' ^d tbcm in tlie name of their ancient master thei'reflch.king.-r- 
The design of ifc'was to rticfal theiraffectioatoilie ancient govern- 
iiient and to revive all the ttLitrOn.*! attachments of Uiat pcaple, 
tliercby to prepare them for an i»vasi(M^^it4i^-fr©m.I'rance or 
America^ and to raise their expectations ef no distant change of 
masters. • Admiral Byron having. repaired,W9.4«>€ty appeared o^ 
Boston bay ; but had not cruised there lojig b(?fore Iwi, w,as over- 
.taken by a violent storm, in. which the shi|^^gain suffered so 
much, that they were giad to get indo shelter at Rko4e-lsland, 
The Somerset of 64 guns not being able ta cleai: Cape Cod, run 

- ashore and fell into the hands of the Bay-men> who saved her 
guns and many valuable articles. Wheit the storn? ended, the 
wind settled in the nerth-west, and blew fair for carrying the 
Jf'rench fleet to the West-Indies. Count :d*Estaing seized the 
opportunity, and sailed from Boston [Nov. 3 J with his ships 
thoroughly repaired^ clean> and wdl victualled, and with Ids 
fbces in full health and vigor. 

.The behaviour of the French officers and ^aiiersy the whole 
tlrfie that their fleet lay in port, was remarkably good, far be- 
yond any thing of the kind ever before, wh^n several men of 
war were present The count made a point of always lying on 
board at night. Tl^officcis cpnducted with the greatiest regula- 

f rity and decoi'um; but noticed a certain coolness in the gentle- 
men and ladies toward them, wh ch was impiited to the waat of 
to cordial azi affection for France -as what they had oince cotef- 
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taihed for Great-BritaiB, and had not wholly laid asi^ t h^H 
tifas greatly owing to the successless expedition against Khode-U* 
Itnd, and to what had been related concerning them resp©Gtii||^ 
that affair. The common sailors were peaceably incli^cri i ai\4 
engaged in no quarrels excepting what has been related^ a<Kt 
one at night of October the 5th, in no wise material^ mdUk 
neither of these do they appear to have been the aggressoxs.-T* 
'They neither abused nor injured the town*s-peoplc ; nor iBade- 
themselves a nuisence by their excesses and disorderly conduct* 
An opportunity at lengtn o^ers for mentioning some detached* 
articles. 

The Raleigh Frigate, capt. John Barry, sailed from Boston: 
the 25th of September, and was taken on the 29th, after bravely; 
engaging for some time, and then being rim on an island wil^ 
a view to escape falling into the hands of two British men of 
war. ' - - 

The Pigot schooner, of eight twelve-pounders and forty-five , 
men, laying near Rowland's ferry on the eastern side of Rbotte- 
Island, a plan was laid for taking her. Major -Talbpt, widi^*^ 
nupibcr of troops, sailed on tlie 25th of OctQber froroPro^i-' 
deftcc on board a small vessel. It was not till the 28th aLnight, 
that he ran down through Rowland's ferry ; when drifting s»^. 
ter that under bare poles, for fear that the fort on Rliode-Islaad . 
should fire upon him and alarm the Pigot, he passed. on undis- 
covered ; and at half past one in the morning of the 29th got 
sight of the schooner. When but at a small distancp from heiv 
$h^ hailed him ; and* receiving no satifactory answer, her marines . 
fired upon him from hex quarter deck. He reserved his firetiU 
he had run his jib-boom through her fore shrouds, when he fir«d % 
some cannon and threw in such a volley of musketry, loaded with 
bullets and buck-shot, that the men on deck immediately ran be^ 
low begging for quarters, and they that were below never made. . 
their appearance on deck. The consequence was, his men ran^ 
out- upon the jib-boom and boarded her, without the loss of 4.*. 
ixien. The captain of the Pigot behaved with the greate&t reso- 
lution, and defended his vessel in his shirt and drawers ^r somd 
time, without a single soul of his crew to assist him* Major ^ 
Talbot's gunnel was eight feet lower than the nettings of the ' 
schooner. He carried her off with him, and ran to Stonning- 
ton. Congress as a reward of his merit, and for the encourage- 
ment of a spirit of enterprise, have presented him with the 
commission of lieutenant-colonel. 

Tlie Massachusetts general court passed an act in their first 
session to prevent the return to this sute of certain persons there- 
ia named, and others who have left the state, or either of ilje 
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finittd States, iitiS joined the British. Tbci^e are about 300 
named in it. In 'case th^ r(^turath€y are tate taken up anc^ 
Secured, tilJ they caii be transported to some place within the 
jferitish dominions or in the possession of the British forces. — • 
SlKifuMthey'retiirn after transportation, without liblnty first ob- 
iainectfrbm tlie general court, they are to suffer death. Among 
tiie persons thus interdicted, it'is to be'supppsedthcire areman^ 
whose greatest crime is that of haying left the country and pre- 
ferred Britain for their place of residence, that so they miglit 
w- exempted from the ravages and terrors of war. , 

The state of Virginia has passed an act for. sequestering Bri- 
tish property, and enabling those indebted to British subjects td. 
pay off such debts by placing the money for th^ discharge q£ 
the same, in the loan-office of the commonwealth. 

[Nov. 5.3 General Gates arrived at Boston, having been di- 
rected forthwith td repair thither and take the commtand of the 
continental forced in tlie eastern district. 

. The present narrative of American matters shall close with 
part of a letter;* written from Philadelphia, the 21^1 of, August, 
.py* a gentleman of Imminence, to gov. Houston, of Georgia— - 
, ".Were I to unfold to you. Sir, the scenes of venality, pecula- 
tkm and fraud which I have discovered, the disclosure would 
Ornish you ; nor would you, Sir, be less astonished were I, by 
a detail which tlie occasion would require, to prove to you, that 
he must be a pitiful rogue who, when detected or suspected, 
• nieets not with powerful advocates among those, v/ho, in the. 
present corrupt time, ought to exert ail their powers in defence 
aiid^apportof these friend-plundered, much injured, aujd, Iw^is 
gcring to say, sinking states. Don't apprehend, Sir, that I colour 
too high, Or that any part of these intimations are theeffectof 
rash judgment or despondency ; 1 am warranted to sjay tliey arc 
not-; my opinion, my sentiments, are supported ev^ry jdaj by 
the declaration of individuals ; the difficulty lies in bringing 
mtn collectively to attack with vigor a proper object." 

* Tl^ WIS a private Ictf cr 5 but waf afterward publifbed In Rlviogton^ 
B^|;»l A^azexie, as written by the prcfidcnt of congrcfs^ Henry Laurcua, cfq* 
it was kpo7Q>y fcYeial to coDtam ailrcogmark of auth^aticity>— the troth. 
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LETTER XIV. * 

Sarhury^ April 14, il'W^^ » 

. *- * 
^TT^E present letter ^hall ^egiii with an exptdition dMSra^ 
Jk the remote and upper parts of Penosyhrania,: an the M ^f 
October, under Col. William Butler. It was 4lkected wot «q|jf 
against the Indians, but several considefable $cttlei»cnts ^Job(» 
Ing to the torie$> become particularly obnoxious^fcom^lbe n». 
;lence of the past hostilities* The party, which ^Ofl^ed of^i 
Pennsylvania reginaent, covered by riflemen «id Tanj^rt^ toek 
its departure from Schoharie, and having gained the head of tliit 
Delaware, marched down the rive^r for two days ; fcam whence 
-turning off to the right, they struck across^he mountainsto ttte 
Susquehanna, which was the scene of action* They totally bu«iit 
•and destroyed both the Indian castles and villages in that 'quarter 
and the other settlements ; but the inhabitants, bothtories ^ami 
Indians, escaped. The desti-u^tioft wafr Extended fot sevewU 
miles on both sides the Susquehannah. The difficulties, distresate 
and dangers which the party encountered, required «o* stnM 
share of that fortitude and hardiness of budy and toind^ wfakh 
can scarcely be acquired by any considerable number -of jbcq 
without long habitude, under certain mariced circunutanGBS 
of situation. They were obliged to carry six- days prwiMn 
on their backs ; and thus loaded, continually to wade Ifeou)^ 
rivers and creeks scarcely passjAle without any incumbarancey 
to men unused to such service. In these circumstances^ a&er 

• tlie toil of a hard march, they were obliged to endure ciMi^ 
nights and heavy rains, without any mean for keeprng; «#a 
their arms dry. But these were small matters comparftdtwidi 
the danger awaiting their return, and which they hardly csci|^- 
ed. This was the suddea risings <^ the c^eks andtbe SuscjiIb- 
hannah, occasioned by continual heavy rains, while tbcf were 
still in the enemy's country, and with thieir provisions nearly ex- 
panded. The last circumstance rendered their case dcspclate,, Ho 
'thattJiough, on any other occasion, the crossing of- the Susmi- 
hannah, when so high, would have been deemed impracticaMe, 
it was success&Hy attempted by mounting the men on hotars, 
which in some places were ooiiged to swim ; attd thos aiHhe 

. troops were safely transported, and by crossing ibe moootws, 
evaded two other dangerous places. They returned to Sofaaiiia- 
rie on the 16th, after having, with the gre^atest fortituiife-i»r- 
mounted every difficulty, and were, by order of thccowifclf 
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fomplimented witli the firing of thirteen round* of cannoD, and! 
a feu-d€-joie. 

Mr. Governeur Morris having acquainted congress^, that l>e had 
icceived application from a person in N£v/-Vork,.to know whe-. 
thcr he may> witli safety tc^his person and property, continue ii* 
toateity upon the evacuation thereof ; and having further inform- 
ed tbetn tiiat tlie said person is in a capacity to give useful intelli- 
^dnce^and probably vrilldo it, if Ji& receives assurances that it 
,#H1 be •reeommeded to tiie state of, New-York to afford hiiia 
-|^otectk>ny diey resobedr tiiat the said G^ Morris be empower- 
•-•d to give ham such assurances, on condition that he. shall givei 
^intelligence of whatever may come toiiis knowledge relating to* 
^Ihe nucobers, movea3€ots and designs of the eftemy. Henry: 
^ItaupenSy esq.- having fiikd the station of president for oxi^ yeac 

* mi tlie 5 l*t- of October, made his. resignation, of the presrdeqcy^ 
lest any example taken -firora. his. continuance might li£j}eafter 
iecomeJnconvenienL. He was replaced by a unanimojus vote^ 

* -i -Accounts have been .received^ that conunodare Evans,. Ueiog; 
" Asfatched by adm^ Montague, arrived on the 14tli of September 

ta ^^ Petet's Foad, and sent to. the governor of thesmaU islands* 
-iftf St^ Pieire and MiqueJon, acquainting hinx that the Frenehs 
^iiafticammitted/hostilities.inAmeuca, and tliat therefore he de« 

Jiaaifded a surrender of tlie islands: which w;as€omplied with^ a* 

A^ere was no.fojsce to make an eiFectuaJ. resistance. The gavei^ 
' »ar and Ws suite,, and the principle inhabitants, women and 

^ildreai amounting to. 935, were embarked on board the vessels^ 
I'found at St. Piene's, and sent to France. . . .: . 

-rXheFrenehalliance iias pro vedv the occasion of the British ml- 

* Jttstry's iiaving ordered away a considerable part of their ioi^ca 
' dfeomNewi-York* The same day that countd'Kstaing sailed from. 

Boston, [Nov. S.] commodore Hotham with two 64 gunshipsj^ 

i»d three of 50, beside frigates and a bomb ketch ^ havmg und err 

«Mivoy transports containing 5000 British troops, commandcci 

.4ijc^«n..GEant,-JeftSandy-Hookand steeredlor tne.Wesc-Indie* 

trtiithertlie eount wentv-. 

- S'tic chevaWer de-Maduit du Plessis, lieut^coh of artillery im 

f continental army, having expressed an apprehension tl)at the 

- HOtfJs near a conclusion in this country, and a. desire of return^ 

, 'ilig:t6- France tooffer his service to his prince, congress order- 

,;«d that a written testinwriial of the liigh sense they entertained 

fte6bisz€al,l»averyaiidgoodconduct, shouJdbe given him. The 

.tPWttmittee upon^ the business, had resolved that a brevet com-- 

^iiiilWbn oPcolonel shcfluld be granted liim', which the congrcssw 

i»egatived two duys^ before, as it .was high time to cease larish- 

' 'te^«Wdj.pn»mM^^g& £^lg;u£necs*^ Xhe.ambitjonof the ncir. 

-..it-* " ' tivei 
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lives of France and of foreigners^ in <*«mB3bn, was uttT>ouS*&cl*lF 
suid tlie singular instances of rank which bad been conferred up* 
on them, in too many instances, occasioned genetaKdissatisfartion 
and complaint. • Fewer promotions in tiic foreign liii^ would* 
have been productive of more harmony among the continental 
oflkers. It is certain, that the army has a full proportion of fb'-' 
jeigu officers in their councils. t 

. [Nov. U.] Some hundi-eds of Indians, a large a«rabei*-^ 
lories, and about 50* regulars, all under colonel Butler, fenteriji* 
Cherry-Valley within J»Jew-York state, by an old Indian psrSiv 
which col.Alden, who command th^ American tpoops there 
«tationcd'had neglected: The colonel was sliotin altempting to' 
reach the. fort, called after him, AWen ; on which the encojy 
commenced a heavy fire that lasted more than three tmul^, wf^al 
they withdrew, having no further hope of carrying it. The 
next day they left the place after having killed, scalped ati4f 
barbarously murdered 32 inhabitants, chiely women and chM 
dren, beside col. Alden'and ten soldiers. They took prfeoneif 
the ticat.- col.'two or three other officers, 13 privaties, and 'H 
Bumberof inhabitants. The greatest inhumantfies were practisis* 
«xi mostiOf the>dead. - • / ' ' 

[November 22.] John Roberts and Abraham Cariii-k, of fltft 
45uaker persuasion, were executed at Philadelphia, being con* 
victed of high treason against the commonwealth of Pennsykai 
Ilia. Tlie utiaccountabie operations of the war have bcen^fte 
occasion ofa woeful mistake in the general politics of-tbat denomi- 
nation. Encouraged by the reasonabje^j«(M5cti that coercivd 
measures properly planned and conducted would prove success 
ful, the body of the American quakers have sided with the ii^fhrit 
»try, in hope of establishing their civil power in the state.- They 
"have disowned several worthy members for being active in the 
cause of their country ; but not others for opposing H. Instead 
of maintaining a strict neutrality in the present contest, their p*r- 

* tiality has been such, that the British officers have extolled their 
alacrity as spies, guides and informers. I'hey have suppiressed 
ktters of Dr. Forthergill upon the impropriety^ of their t:u)ndiurt, 
and because they^ were written decidedly in favor of- liberty.**^ 
Let it be remembered however, that there are many di^erviag 
individuals among them, beside generals Greene ai»d Mifitri; 
who by a unifonn steady perseverance in measures frJeiidly to 
the American cause, have justly conciliated the esteem erf tb^ 
countrymen. . ** •- 

.[Nov. 27.] General Washii^ton gave orders that no smidl 
wrties should by any means be pernlitted to go upon Lon^Ii- 

xjaofl* Under pretence of pW)CUriDg intelligence, they becam© 
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liCBC plundering parties, and carried ofF clothes, linens, rrbbons^* 
q^sss of knives and furks, wine glasses, and whatever they could 
UfY their han^s upon, which they brought back and sold public* 
ly, makiogat the same- time a distinction in the salebetweea 
itardjjioneyand paper. They pretended that the articles were 
dip property, of torie^ new-levy officers, &c. which, if true, 
their conduct was unpardonable, as it was not the business ot 
tb^ir incursions. Their capacity made no discrimination be-% 
tween ilie inhabitants, many of whom, although obliged to re-», 
m?ai9.on tlije island were well affected to the American cause. 
'^T^\ep\^n for reducing Canada was transmitted by congress 
to gen. .Washington, with a request that he would make obser* 
yations upon it. He commyinicated tlie same to them in a letter 
♦/.November the I itli ; wbicJ^eing referred to a committee, they 
i?,*pDrted on the 5th of December, that the reasons assigned, by 
4be general against the expedition toCanada appeared to be well 
jpunded, and to merit the approbation of congress. After that, 
ji, committee;, was -appointed to confer with the commander in 
vhief.on tiieopperations.of the next campaign : he therefore rc^ 
jpaircd to Philadelphia on the 22dk Aft^i* the conference the 
committee reported, '* That tlie plan, proposed by congress for, 
Jdff ^naancipation of Canada,; in co-operation with an armament 
jEpxn i\aiice, wa? the principal -subject of the conference ; tliat 
jij^pressefl^vith the strong sense of the injury and disgrace whicli 
must attend an infraction of the proposed stipulation on the part 
^ tliese state^ your committee have taken a general review of 
pur iinances, of the circumstances of the army, of the inaga- 
^iQCS, &c. &c. — That upon the most mature deliberation, your 
jcooanaittee cannot find room for a well grounded presumption, 
^diat these states will be able to perform their part of the proposed 
stipulation : — -That nothing less than the highest probability of 

success could justify congress in making the proposition — ^Your 

c;omrpittee are therefore of opinion, that the negociation in ques- 
-tian should be deferred till circumstances shall render the co-ope- 
^atio^ of these states npoie certain, practicable and efFectiial :r— 
^hat the minister.of these states at the court of Versailles, the mf- 
jqistcr of France in Philadelphia, and the marquis de la Fayette, 

be resjfJbectively informed, tliat the opperations of the next canv 
^paigiiy nau^st depend upon such a variety of contingencies, that 

rime alone can. mature and point out the plan which ought to be 
j>ursuedi— That congress therefore cannot decide on the practi« 

cability of their co-operating the next campaign in an enterpriac 
l£or the emancipation, of Canada." The report was accepted, 

Ai^d the Canada expedition laid aside after a full considerati«ifi 
ho£ all circumstances, beside what appear in the report, which* 
¥4>L. II. E 3 wrought 
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- ^irrought strongly iri tlie minds of some shrewd irierfiB^s 6fc^#^ 

fress^. Such might dread the introduction of a large boif^bf 
rench troops into Canada, and the putting of them into tfeejfy^ii 
sessian of the capital of that provide e^ attached to them by thclic0- 
of biQQd,. habits, mam^ers, language, religion, and forma: €t>hA 
ncction. of government. They might argue-^** France UHdcJ 
the idea of 5000 troops, may iiUroduce twice the numberVarid 
having entered Qucotc, may declare an intention of holding, 
Canada as a pledge and surety for the debts due from the^UriiiJ^J 
States- Canada would be a solid acquisition to Frarwe on^afl 
accounts ;,and no nation is to be trusted further thaii iti$lK)uhd 
by its interest. Canada would be too great a temptation to bi 
resisted by any power actiiated by the common maxims of na£i^ 
onal policy. J'rance with that in'ftr possession, tiray hare it iA^ 
her power to give laws to the United States : these will have lesi- 
to fear from its remaining in the hands of the British.** T%i 
committee subjoined to their report a draught of a WtttH- to tw 
tnarquis de-la Fayette, which Wiis also accepted. ' 6^. Vfasb* 
iugton forwarded it to Boston,. [Dec, 29.] twherft'tHe iftahjuf^ 
iay waiting for the determination of congress. It was accotnpt*- 
uied with one from the general, expressing a concern for bis hari- 
ing been so delayed* Upon the receipt of them, the marquis eifi^ 
Marked on board the Alliance fligate, Jan. 7, 177^; • • 

The campaign in the norhern states having yieWed tioativiiiii- 
tage to the British*, and the winter being the proper season for 
southern expeditions. Sir Henry Clinton conclud^ upon tunr^ 
ing his arms against Georgia. He might propose to himself the 
reduction of ail the southern states, and be strongly inclined ix) it 
by reason that these states produced the most valuable comraodi^ 
ties in the European market,, and carried on a considerable ex*- 
port trade, which seemed little otherwise affected by thewar, thai^. 
as itsuifeied by the British cruisers :. beside, their rice was dcr^ 
voted to the- service of his enemies, while it was wanted for the 
stipport of his sovereign's fleet and army in America. A pl^A- 
ofopperation wa^ concerted with general Provost, who- com*- 
inanded in. East-Florida ; and it was intended, that Georgt*- 
*should be invaded both on the north and south sides at ttle'san:^' 
time. ' ^ ' ^ ^'' 

* While the preparations? for this eonjunct expedition l^rie-t^V 
tying on, two ariped bodies, consisting of regurars and ffefiigec% 
made a sudden and rapid incursion into Georgia ifrotri East-FIoV-^ 
ida. One of them came in boats tlnough the inland navigats^il^ 
'and the other marched ^ver land by the' way ofihe riVet 'Aiatal- 
^iftaha. The first demanded the surrender of Sunbury t hut^^9^ 
receiving from lieut. col. Mackintosh the laconic tcftjsal-Mdptfiit 
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^'^oi^^^rf-tll^y.kft'tbt^t^e, Xhfe latter pursued their march 
|lC|W^j^^ $ayawiaib. (Jen. bcreven, with about a hundred mttitki 
5(g;y^ate4Jiy3kij|:mi§hed with the party in their advance through th« 
iCQUi^tryv ,In Qne # these engagements he r^c^iv^d ^ wouji4 
i5::pp> 3,l0ijskat baU, andfell fron* his horse^when several oftb^ 
5*!iti5b ^aip^'Up and discharged th^ir pieces at him.^ Hc^ie4 
«£bi^ founds mu<:b regretttjd fpr his private virtues, and piikli^ 
^^^iiiQmin beh^Jf of .ti? country. 7'he invaders pyrs^e^ their 
SbW^ch tiUwHhji> three wiles of Qgcecl]eje fewry, -wtici-e M«. SaT-? 
IK*^>witb;Jus Qwn$l»Y^s, had efectcd a breast W(^rk tQ pj^vepd 
|beu:|>5S^bg»^ CgU Elbpvt, with at>out 200 continentals,, toofe 
^jositiq Xl^»rorl$.s, and pjf^pared to dispute the.pes&age oif th^ ri^. 
:Yfr., These ob3tac.lc§^ tQgGthex with informatiQn that the otb^lr 
j^rty U^^ failed in their design Mpon Sunbury, detei-mined. ^beta 
.^Qa*fttreat >xitliout attempting to cross* On their return they 
j^id wastA th^ country for.rnile§, butut St, John's church,' at4i«sa-* 
#i$r of bpq^s, and all the rice and otlier grain within tiieir reach, 
.jIM^daJso carried off all tbe.negroes, horses, cattle, and plate^hey 
#:oMJd reiBOve. either by land oY water.. When thi$ desojatiiqf 
l^d^qf carryisg on.war was consplained of by the A«*^icfim 
^ifliqer to the Britisli,. the latter positively tlisclaimed any ordef 
4^^y^0 ap4>x0batiQn ofsuch proceedings, but mentioned that th^ 
people underl;heixumediiite command of tlie former had given 
* prccedeat. The party rage which wrought oa^achside, ied 
4K>th.into>tbosj? cxuelties, at whiqli humanky'sh<;idd€rs, 
^...-The.expeditloaagainst Georgia was committed -to coLCarofPr 
i«fU^,who hai been taken in Boston-bay after ge^* Howt had 
.evacuated the .town* The force appointed to^^ct under him, 
C^HsJfited of the ^ I st regiment of fpot, two batta'l-ions of Hessiai;!^ 
/pyr.of provincials, and a detachment -of theToyal ^rtiiler)5. 
,<riic transports willi the troops, amounting to full 2500, sailed 
jVoni Sandy-Hook, [Nov, 27,] being escorted by a»smaH «quft* 
,^roii wnder commodore Hyde Parker. The fleet^awived atrtbc 
j^l^ of Ty bee near the mouth of the Savannah :•£ Dee. 29^} and 
>ijc days afte^, the troops effected a landing. • From the landing- 
^la^e a narrow causeway of six hundred yards in lengfth^ »fitb.a 
^itcb on cacb side, led through a rice swamp. This -causeway, 
had it been in a proper state of defence, might hav£ eiectually 
.i;as^sled a yast superiority of force j but the small party under capt. 
^.$«niib,jyvhich wa3 poste-d at it to impede tte passage of tb<^jBri- 
liishi was: too i^consideVabie to check their progress; They f^iuaih- 
^<Rd /aa'^vi^h such vigor that the Americans were almoat instantly 
.^spersed. The continental army, on which the defence of Gc^» 
*gia chiefly rested, had lately returned from a fi'uitless summer's 
ffi3if>edil;iftar agiunst East-Florida, in' w'hieb diey bad su&i!$fl 
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^Ojrcft;^ dimfnuation, that jomed with thiMerprf^eiirHD^^ <$fite 

mintia, the whole made but about 820 men. - <7e]|$i^ B^bei^!^ 

Howe, who comnianded the Amariqans, had tabea Ms §l9li9»QAt 

the mainxoad between the landing-place t^nd Savannah^ mtfctk^ 

river on bis left, and a swamp m front, extej^ded beyop^Hh^ 

right iiank. The British advanced till within a few hundreds 

yards of the American army, when Campbell rnaa^uvr-ed.«o,a* 

to cherish an opinion that he meant to a^t^ck their teft. :-jEfi#. 

he first battalion ofthe llsti^^fqfmmii^ 

eby to impress a full ideaof-bj&desigifei^ 

in that quai*ter.. At the sap^j^tieEie.'rjti 

royal army was detached to^cros^ 4li9? 

) get into the r^ar of the Am^fics^mb 

the ha^ds pf Can^pbell, a^ncpo, ^isi^ 

ugh the swanky by which lie promised^ 

)t observation or difficulty^ -At leDgAi^ 

presuming that the detac}ifi|ent b»4:gQ^ 

he rear of the American^ ^i]dideai]^. Jt^j 

re4 an inuaediate.re^reatv-A.i^whAMNe 

nade it impossible^ and it was thenjafityit 

id under the iire of tha^part of tb^jBi^ 

:tea its passage through the sw;an^. •'^if^ 
small body of about a hundred Georgia militia had been prei^«««- 
ously pdsted in the rear of the barracks near SavanAah, which* 
made some opposition to the British as they wer^ i&Mubg iitofliiH 
the swamp, but was soon compelled to retreat^ and its €oq3p[)a8!4^ 
dercol. Walton, was wounded ajpd taken prisoner. The A«tte- . 
ricahs retreated with precipitation and in disorder. The Bii^K 
pursued with spirit and rapidity. No victory was ever jnoi^fir 
complete. Thirty-eisht officers, and 415 non-commissioned ^nd> 
privates, 48 pieces ofcannon, 23 morters, tlie fort with its airoiiH^. 
nition and stores, the shipping in the river, a large qua»to|yr^> 
pi:o visions, with the capital of Georgia w^re all in the s^ace irf ^ 
few hours in the possession of tlie conquerors. The British fvvt^ 
sued the Americans through the town of Savannah. In th^^iiii4^ 
petuosity of the pursuit, some of the inhabitants who liad no4' 
been in the action, were bayonetted in the streets severai Wi;re- 
killed or wounded in their flight, and a large number, fi^ading^ 
their secape impracticable without swimming a deep watery^ i 
swamp were obliged to sue for quarters. The American^ sa^d: 
three lield-pieces out of four : but many lost their arms. = Tb^^j, 
part of the arhiy which escaped retreated up the river SavaQQat^ 
to Zubly's ferry, and cros'sed over into South-Carolina.* . .« 

fpt. Ranuey'f Hlfiory of the Rcvdutidn in.Soutli-Caro^f»|,Td^|. f »Ar^ 
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M^ #?«? jkkrican^evolOtion. *^ 

?»Wopfece iii^sMirarrircutti^aiices suffered less by depFeffatiori; 
ffettii'~S^>rafftii9h''did upon this occasion. A strong circumstaxitia]^ 
tVftimoay, 4fcaC those enormities so frequently attributed to thel 
IfeeiidbQSadss of 'the -soldiers, shouFd with much more justice be: 
€fcaSrge4t6'the- indefensible conduct of their superiors ; whether, 
bif^- k-previdus relaxation of discipline, an immediate j^articipa-: 
tim-iti tbe gifHt; oi^ a no less Culpable sufferance of the enormitv. 
AbcMit the time tftat the embarkation took place at. New-York^ 
gen€ittl'*Pifevost marched from East-Florida into, the southera. 
pttrtS' of iJeergk. The royal troops, in trav^f-sing the^deseit 
tllat ^atdfes the one frort) the other, were obliged to hve for. 
SQ^rsHv days on ^sters/ After encountering many difficulties,- 
tfat^ hetrd-'of colonel'Campbell-s arrival and success. , Theyai, 
l««lgth appeared before and sorraunded the town and fort of Sun--. 
huty. The garrison; Consisting of about two hundred men, made- 
»stee^of defence, and gave the general the tixjuble of opening- 
tteftchos ; but alh hope of relief being cut off by the fall of the. 
oa^tal, Aey surrendered at discretion. The general marched to. 
Scrmnndh, and took tht commmand of the combined forces horn. 
NcTfTr-Yotk and St. A\igustinc, and consequtntly of Georgia.. 
P^eirious to his airiival a proclamation had been issued to encou- : 
ii%B liie inhabitants to come in and submit to the conqucrors,i^ 
Wfth promises of protection, on condition that *'with their arms 
tteey would support foyalgovernment." " Numbers submitted, . 
b«t the determined republicans fled up into the western parts oi;, 
the country^ or into South-Carolina. ', . • 

" The attention of congress and the piiblic has been much en- 
^ged about Mr. Silas Deane, since hfs return from France. 
Yoa will recollect what has been written relative to his reeal.— . . 
Congress, in August, desired him to give, from his memory, .a, 
general aiccount of his whole transactions in Francis, from the , 
tirtie of his first arrival, as well as a particular sta^e of the funds . 
of congrese, and the commercial transactions in Europe, especi- 
ally W>th Mr. Beaumarchais. They appeal* not to have been 
thoroughly satisfied; and to have had apprehensions lest tlierc 
had been a misapplication of the public money. Mr. Deane ' 
seenwnotto have relished his situation; but to have been desirous * 
of *«sliaiigiBg It by returning to France, or exciting a genejal - 
resentment against congress. He had not yet accounted forhig 
expenditwre 6f public money; and had carefully left; his papers , 
aod' vouchers behind him, tliough he ha^ the opportunity of 
drtiStaing's fleet to procure them a safe Uansportation to Ameri- ^ 
ca. On the 30th of November he addressed a letter to congress, 
signifying his intentions of returning to France, and pressj^ 
ta hJiTtliis affairs brought to soixfe conclusiori. December 

the 
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the' 1st, congress resolve J, **that aftcnrtO'-mwreWtirty witti 
two hours at least each evening, Saturday's ex^e]^ted,'Wgi^mn9 
at six o'cl :, until the present state of their Hfomrgn 1/^0^^^ 
fiillv considered/^ .Op the 4th Mr, Dcane wrote again (&lli«m^ 
^c* aing them of his having received their tiQtibCd$mn of-tli# 
resolve, and expressed his thanks ; and yet, an tbt-day {^lomi^^ 
he published in the newspapers, ^n address to Uiefw&<ftd vill- 
ous citizens of America, dated November; but withaotaay^dw^ 
of the month. The address threw the publlcinto ae<^avkihi#ii;^ 
and made them jealous anduneasy; for it expressed a«eecftshjr«# 
appealing to them, and communicating thatinfonns^^^-agwaJl 
which their representatives had shut their cars^^N-declared* er-hl** 
^inuated, that their public servants, Messrs. Arthur and ~WttieUli 
Lee, were deficient in riiilities^ applicaObn and fidefit^^'ainf 
were universally disgustful to the French nation~*-ih^?R6atal k, 
design to lead them into a breach of their national faitll«id^h^ 
nor, solemnly pledged to their ally-^reflected upon <he iftfcgii* 
ty of some leading members in congrcss^^and strbtigiy Msti^ 
at further iniportant information to be brought ^^rw^fd^tterd 
should \}c otcasloA. Mr. Deane, by pubtis*iihg "his 4«idrts^i6»ft^ 
Saturdsly, secured the advantage of the. Sun^y for te ktin^ 
more universally read in the city and netghborh<»od, ^vrhMc fioJ l 
from the press, than it would otherwise have bcen.^ In^irf 
morning of the day when it appeared, and before congress (nf 
inust be supposed) were acquainted with its contents, they assign* 
cd Monday evening for hearing him, and ordered his being nai 
tified toatterid. The intervening space gaye the members uno^ 
portunity of perushig it, so that when they met on Monday cvcfij* 
jug at sir o'clock, they resolved; ^* That Silas I>eane,csq.*rcport 
to congress, in writing, as soon as may be, his agency of- tiittf 
affairs in Europe, together with any intelligence rcspectkigthdr 
foreign affairs, which he may judge proper ; that Mr I>eaiie*cr 
informed, that if he hath any thing to communicate to coflgreSi 
in the interim, of iminiediaie importuncey he shall be heatd^t^ 
morrow evening at six o'clock." Mr. Deane attenditigi wascaM^ 
cd in, and the foregoing resolutions wer« read. Thus w&re tifi 
ears of congress <^ened to him; but tbeii* good ^spcttitkwkS^ 
not improved for the communication of that wondrons infeiAai 
iion which he" had threatened to give in his addtiws. 'Tli^to^fc 
duct of Mr. Dearie^ in his addi^sstothe piAfic, wasthe stdgeetttf 
debate in congress-, many members were fox liavingtio*mdi« 
concern witli him at pi^esent, 1)ut for leaving hitn to mc'puW^ 
as he had appealed to them, HIl he had done with ttiem aM^*th€^ 
with him. They judged that the hoifor of cortgtcss botifid t&ttft 
to this measure i but others appr^eil^ed that dkcotittnti-^^w4«dl 
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ftom. a di^poied m^^ttrntionr and were therefor^ inclined 
•^•adi^feireivt iwie of conduct, TWs division of sentiment oa 
«vba(i»%bit be:^ip]>066d the honor of the hou&e, occasioned Mr^ 
Lajm?cn9» wiK) adhwed-tai^c farmer opinion^ to resign the chaii: 
#0: the etii- of Decen^ber* The next diiy John Jay, esc^. was: 
f tested pj^!Hd€ftt^ ' . 

v.. 8iiclv¥iia*tftecianaar rapidly raised, and the torture occasioned 
Ibroi^ii the United States by -Mr. Dcane's publication, that Mr. 
Fayne, uiuk^ tlie fomiersigiiatureof Com inofv Sdfise^, cndc aw or ed 
to- aUay-th©i»4a an. address to Iiiin.. "Tiiis led. on to further pub^ 
lieatian£|.pro and coii, in whTch Mr. Payne made acopspicuous- 
%Ur=e, and. bad great iidvantagc from being secretary to the* 
fqa»niitte^ of congress for fdr«igft afeirs* They have brought 
to light 8ev€saliaipo»tantsecrets>. and particularly the following! 
J'ljieKromflQissioners, Messis* fcanklin, Artliur Lee and Deanq^ 
io*4h^p j«i»t letter of February i,G, ^778^ say, ** We hear Mp^ 
Jteau^^l^€ilais has Mnl over a persoato deniand a lar^e sum-of 
WQtonej €^ Y^Uf.on-^c&OQQt of arnis^ ammunition, &c. ' vVe th.ink, 
M «c^ be ^be^ for^you -ta leave tbat matter to be settled herQ (ia 
feanceX as tfeere i> a mixtuie of public and private, which yoit 
cannot .^•vvelidevelope," [Though Mr. Dcanc wa» privy t(». 

atFranaey's comings and had even by letter recommended thfc 
nfiss he cam^ upon, yet in this joint letter he appears toknovr 
•o mope ©f the matt^ than the other two.}. In the spring p£ 
1776^. a aubscriptioft was raised in France to send a present to 
iAoncaaGa of ,£.200,000 sterling, in nvpnejv arms and animunitr- 
fm^ Ml diat the -suppliers wanted to know w^s, through wh^n 
tfaannei it should be lemittcd^ and Mr. Beaumarchais was fixejt 
iipoa as their ag^t. [If tliis subscription had not the pecuniary 
auppoft^ it undoubtedly had tlie countenance of the crown, for 
tke despotic police of trance would otherwise have immediately 
ea^ahed it] Mr. Beaumai*chais appears to have been. employe^ 
by the subscribers to oiFer the supplies purchased by their money 
a^«i/pre$€nt4o America, and a contract vvas riiadi for the freight- 
«ge of them; they were sent in the Amphatiite, Seine, anS 
tlercuFy, two years ago. The duplicates of the dispatched- off 
October 6 and 7> 1777^ which should haye arrived by captaia 
Fo^^ciV butwiiahad received blank papers in their 'Stead, we>e 
ipa:ought> over with the treaty of alliance by Mr. Simeon Deane. 
ITbesestiLOW, thathadtlie dispatches-arrived safely, congrc^ss would 
iwwtehada due to guide them in settling with Mr, Francey, as M^ 
BeaMOiarcliais* agent, and have escaped paying for the present. 
ifl^^ide the general information conimijnicated by the three coilV- 
if^Siof>ersmth€ii- joint letter pf October the 7thj Mr. Arthifr 
i^ftf^ %ius ^sii^gte one ofthi^ jjreceding day, gave acircumstantf^ 
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al account in what manner the present was Stst o§ef^ .«c 
dared—" That for the money and military stores aheady givcji, 
no remittance will ever be required.". The duplicates amved 
a month, too late, congress having on the Sth of April seid^ 
the business on v/hich Mr. Franc^y wds sent While tiheipaG]%» 
ets for congress arid colonel R. H. Lee, containing t^ beforf 
mentioned two letters, were filled up with blank whUc pa^t^f^ 
a large handsome packet, dire.cted to Mr. Hancock, pi^sidept 
.when the dispatches were written, beside pne to Mi'. ^U>^fc^ 
Morris, and another to Mr. Silas Deaae*s brother Bara«i^f« 
<:ame in perfect safety by captain Folgcr. . .>.,,: 

Many are now very suspicious that the parties^ who posse^s^ 
themselves of the missing dispatches, had a knowledge of theif 
contents ; and tliat Mr. Deane is capable ol" informing the puh» 
iic who they were, and what advantages they were: te. enjoy 
from Mr. Francey's success through the loss of theidispatchei 
and the non-arrival of the duplicates in season? The piibli^# 
large and their representatives in congress^ wece mudi 4ivide4 
by tlie publications relating, to Mr. Deaoe. The a^y in gcn^ 
ral sided with him. Their attachment was increased b;j;)iad^** 
daring — " I am fully confident tiiat every intrigue «iii4 c^.^ 
formed against our illustrious commander in chief, "riitprmilnH 
ineffectual as tliose against Dr. Franklin." This declarati(m 
brought for ward, to public view, part.of.Mr. Deane's letter^ 
the foreign committee, dfited Paris, December 6, 1776— ^"4 
submit the tliought to you, whether if you could engage a g^eat 
general of the highest character in Europe, such for instance, 9i 
prince Ferdinand or M(arshal) B(r,oglio) or others . of eicjifial 
rank,, to. take the Ipad of your armies, such a step would not be 
politic, as it would give a character and credit to your miiitaryii 
and strike perhaps a greater terror in your enemies. I only,sug^ 
gest the thoughts, and leave you to confer with l^aron {^aibej 
on the subject at large. . : • ..- 

(Jan. 5.] Mi*. Gerard was so alarmed atthe publiqatiQiis of 
Mr. Payne, that he presented a memorial to congress upontlbifr 
occasion, by which they were led into the consideration of .tte9%i 
Various motions were made respecting the, secretary ; among tbcf 
rest one for hearing him tlie next day, Vhich being 'iiegatiTeiii^ 
and the negative communicated to him, he wrote oin the 8th*ft 
letter to cangrcjs, by which he resigned his office; uf secretary lO' 
the committee of foreign afiairs. Two days after ithe Fiemife 
minister sent a second memorial ; and. on the .twelfth congf^^ 
*^ resolved unanimously, that the president benli^cled to*a$^iiX» 
ttie said minister, that the congress do fully, in the.clearest^Wirf 
most explicit manner, disavow tlic publication referred to int^ 

^4 
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jlfciffffienff^Afe^, ^rid us thfey'are conviticea by indispotabk evl- 
4^ce, tb^t the Supplies shipped in the Amphatrite, Seine and* 
ftfercary; ^^e not a present, and that his most Christian ma- 
^mfv th«* 'great and generous aily of these United States, did 
libt^prefare his arliimce with any supplies whatever, sent to Ame- 
llcdj so they havenotauthorized the author of the said pub lie a. 
^fts-io make" any such assertions as are contained therein, "bjt 
♦«4he^ct>ntrafy, do highly disapprove of the same.'* Tliey weie 
4f«leed convinced by ihe indisputabJe evidence of having beca 
*te»^ed*-whh-, Hftd drawn in to make themselves debtors for the 
Stippiies, that they were not a present ; but bad the dispatches 
fcfeCHi'ec^iveitjOMhe duplicates in time, so that they could havg 
tinOwR that they were originally intended for a present, and that 
Jifo femitta*ioe fot th<m woiSild ever be required, that invincible 
*vWence wouid have been wanting. Had their generous ally 
i^aJty fRrefaced his alliance with any supplies, it would have 
teeft undoubtedly. in such a guarded way as to have admitted of 
imtegative; Whenever the same became politically necessary, 
9^t ^e furftier satisfaction of Mr. Gerard, the congress ^ resolvt 
e#§Ja:n. "S*,] unartimtously, I'hat^s neither France or these U- 
Mted States n^y*of right, so these United States will not con- 
<Mfe^*eithcr truce or peace with the common enemy, witiiout 
•lie foi*mal consent of their ally first obtained, and that any mat- 
ters er thrngs which may be insuiuated or asserted to the contra^ 
ly thereof, tend-to-the injiipy and dishonor of the said states.'* 
v^'tiiste^ of proceeding further in the account of congressronat 
att&'afld'Eesolves, let me here relate certain articles of intclFi- 
jfdttce that have been necessarily omitted. 
-* -The c6nfederation has been ratified by all the states cxceptini; 
M^ylaml. On the 5th of December congress resolved, " I'hac 
tibe sentence of the general court-martial Upon geneml Lee, be 
earned into execution." All but .New-York and the Deiawaic?^ 
counties were represented. Four voted in tije affirmative, two 
ife the negative ; the other five were not sufficiently united to. 
^te either way. It is probable that a regard to general Wash-; 
flig0dn,'aiid an -apprehension tltat if the sentence was not lou- 
4^E>ed' lie might resign, produced a confirmation. But the- ge- 
Bttiiie pfttriotism of the commander in chief, would have pre- 
^«flted his declining to serve his counti y while his exei tions-wcre 
aoceptablej had the resolve been different. In that case, no 
oeasure could have fallen upon him, it would have been only 
glaring, that upon a close attention to the evidence conta ned 
iii:4^ tpiaU witli & copy of which every member was furnished^ 
teigtess thovlght the cOurt*martiai mistak^en. 
^^txi^llv- \ , iTS Wednesday,-* 
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Wtdneadajr, the SOth of Decon^r, was b^rverffef <wyfc; (^ 
#engress as ^ tkankAgiving-day . At this very period, thr afl&w» 
q(w United States, wei^e. in a most distressed, rtlinou^ and de^ 
]il0rabie condition. Idleness, . dissipation and extrsavd^iiice, 
a«emed to have laid fast hold of the genewlky ; aad p^cutetit^^ 
speculation and an insatiable thirst fos riches, $o have gottenJlM 
^tter of every other consideration, and almost of every ^dec 
erf' men. Party disputes and personal quarrels, wete 4he gpe^ 
husiftessof. the day,; whik the momentous oencemsof-die>e»^ 
pire,. a. great and accumulated debt, rgined fisanc^Sy ciepre^ 
ated money, and a^ vsraiit of credit, fwiiich in the con^qv^nm 
is the want of. every thing)* were butscccmdarjr considendoas,. 
and postponed, by congcess-fronudme to tioie, as if their ai^f^ 
wore the most promising, aspect*. .The paper was- staking^ i^ 
Bhikddpjiia daily 50. pei cjuit. and yet an asscn^bly, a coaceft^ 
a dinner oi^ supper (which cost two or three hundred |^vmd^ 
did not only take men o£f from acting,- bi^ even, from ^iskiiq^ 
.qf this btisiness.. Some of the most distnterested and p^ietks 
Jknofickass; felt more reai distress on ac€t»uat-of thi^appeaiaiK^ 
of things,, than they had done -at ;any one-time sinceibe'cii** 
SE}tncesn«Atof the dispute.. 

- [Jans xj; Gongi^ss. resohned, that as many cocmteifeil5*3MS 
appeared in circulation^ of vaa-ious* denominattond &f .tbe.emii^ 
ma edf May iO^. IT^% and April U, Ifin^; the whole emismisr 
ef those twa dates,, shouldtbe.taken out of Giraiialion^ Tl^ 
were to he received,, wi^iin a limited term, forcontic^DtalAaiblft 
«nd taxes,. a»d into the continental loan offices^ either to ioanM 
he exchanged, at the eJectton of the owners, Th© coimted^^ 
ingof the bills, according to jny information, oi%iiiated witt^ 
cither James or John Ranlun^ formerly of York county, in Pen^^ 
s^lvaoia* Havingquitted. their farms, and jok^d the royalists^ 
that government confiscated their, estates ;.. one oftheco;, tQcoa^- 
pensate for his losses^ and avenge hin^self upoa the l^iiitieiL 
.States, entered upon the business of counterfeiting th^ pities 
currency, which was afterward practised by others. > 

The convention troqps were sent off in tfa^ secofulc W0ek«#fi 
November, to Virginia.; the Germans mailed fit)i&CaiBte»%e^ 
the British from-Rutlandy-ia which town Ihey had heeni^paxte*-* 
ed for.same time back.. But asthe peopk eould^Aot balaiA 
from their minds the notions they hadimbibed (rf'tl^cniekies th» 
American prisoners had recei^ed,^ and as^some wcrea^ratdodSte^ 
lag .plundered and others^ of being killed,' thetro^ps, wliile Gf»oii» 
their march, met with great incivility fr^m ail iraiiksraiiddegnaes* 
of men. The militia guard which escorted general Reidoaefa- 
l^gg^a ftoia 'Hartford, to. the Koskiine,, be^ ojgea sQf^vr0i 



Digitized 



by Google 



fttunberof speraaacaticaadles, and fi^e dozen |>-iicks of card*.--* 

JCfaeg^eratcisrassomHcli displeased whh. tlieiff cooduct, thstt hH 

wrote ^ietttr- to gen^ M'I)o;jgaUf who returned: a very polit» 

answer, ^a4fiirnisteed a guard of concineortal -dr^ojis to -escort tbe 

Jt»a^agetaSussexic«)Urt-hou3e.in :J«er^ysi « . ^ / » * 

t [i>b,^.}v Mr^ Gerard preseiued memorials to coiigfe^, th# 

^ubjectof wtrtch they fleterminedto takeintoiromediate consider 

iutio'n^^lbe'same time infoirmiiig iiim, 4hat if he wistie^ (4 

^0mmmvtsfXe*^^Y thing further, they woul^ receive thesama 

fyom him iii » private audierioe, fie having a wish ^o^ make 

fiirthcif C(yaMnuiiicatiofl, amended 'ofe ^e P5thj wfheii cong^^sd 

traS' .resolved into a committee ^ftbe whole. I'he cummitte^ 

^^epprted • on the'23d^ *^ That ;upon the considemtion of ail the 

foatters referred, they site of opiaion, that his Cathol*c^ajesty 

ikr disposed to enter into an aliiaace with the tfttited Stite^ <tf . 

l^ieJijkCa ; ihat he hath mani&sted this dispobitioa in a deoisiv:e; 

Sieelaratioft lately jaaada to the xourt of Or^at-fcttwis that in 

iCQii^eqijenoe of suchdrecUration, the iiadependjenc^:of JCl»e«<iOi4» 

•led States must befirially ackfeowicdged by Great-Sritain stftdiia-. 

mediately thereon a negociation for peace will be set on footbev 

itoi^en^ the powers of Brance^ Great^aritain^ .andL these tJnited 

4i^tates^ unckr the: mediatiqn of his Catholic- majestyj or that 

4ipsnB: -will- take pafrt in the wa^, and hi» Catholic tn^jcfsty mil 

■•Mikfe his force with the most Christian- ^kjng and the United 

.JKtja^es :— ^That in order to be in readiness for a negociation', the 

■winislk^rs of the United States ooght to be instructed by congrei9 

«d»the several following particulars, viar. i^ Wliat^o insist -upoii 

Mthe uitih!iatutnofthesestates; 2. Wliat to yield or ife^^iire.oa 

-tefmfe ©fm'utualexchangeandcompenfeatidn.'^ > llje coMmittije 

.#epo2ted their opmion upon these points, which w^re afterwranl 

4he subjects of consideration in congress. / » ^ 

*- »Mr. Gerard €nahife«^ed a desire tliat the war nright met be 

pralonged by toohigh^aad unreasonable deaiands ; and th«l tlib 

llnited States would bring tl^eir ultimatum as low as pdssible;^'!^ 

^iH-e strongly i-eco^mended moderation^ The fete of twar was 

^mpcortmn ^and he hinted tliat a decisive naval ^engagetti^AC in fSr- 

r6r4afthe British might give a great turn to their- affairs^ Mr. 

*& Adams was for insi^^ting npon the cessiOft»of Canada and 1*0- 

'.;?«a^cotia ; and some were for adding Florida. Cohgreds agreed 

{hUrth Ld.l-lst, What should be the bounds ol4he Thirteen 

.United State's in the fJitimatum :-2d, That every port ffnd placc^ 

v:«}thi<r the Iftiiled States, and every island, harb<)r and road to'' 

?rti ! tem or^any af tbewn' belonging, ^tould be iibsolutely evacuated 

^yubo^iattd^nd; s€fa^ tv^e^sof his iB^itaunic maj^stj^^HaiidyifricM ' 
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1^^ powefs ofthe;statcrlo whicb-jltey rcap^cdvelpbcloi^.^HP* 
The fishciry is a point wlrick the New-Eng^anders are much si^ 
^pp& havi^ securpd,^ and whichrwiU t^ccasioarrepeftted debate^ 
^tnd be long bcfoteaUs fully and finally: determined. :.^i ?: : ^ 
; The ParisiafiOMpisler, Moiidbur:y:ei^nnes,,does,^i^ 
ill? policy to , the estafelisment Tof, Anicncan jndcpenifeiice ; Kk 
9^ at securing to the Frcodi the Newfoundland. fishery to ihc 
exclusion of t^eUnited States, andtoUhe Spaniards ihe sole xnsr^ 
ijgation of the Missi^ppi, and the lands on the ieasteor-sidenof 
it, at ttie back of the, present settlenaeirts^d the .United States 
and therefore.caUed the Western lands. You must use ihi^ ifi=» 
foroiation as aclew.t9 ^uidc you through the labyriAth «f-Mi^ 
Gerard's negociation. Nine days after he bad his audience of 
congress, they received the account of the king of Naples havii^ 
openedhis ports to the flag ofrthe United States^f Ajxi^rica. r 
, The stroke aimed at gen. Mifflin by the congress resoive-<if 
June H, m&, having answered his intentian, all further pro* 
Qsedings ceased ; on which the generalr on the nth of August^ 
lent a letter to qoing^ess enclosing bis xonKaission, which fod 
xoasons therein sQt-Foith he begged leave to resign. , That andr . 
two more letters of an earlier d^te were rcffeired. to acommktee 
of three who reported:, on the 23d of January, 1779^ that te 
did. not appear to thyem Any pi:oceedings had taken place .sinDd 
the resolve, of June the.-l.Uh, and that if the said reso!luii<Bi vrasx 
to^ be cai^ied intAneiGeQutioii, it should he donein the usiml socsn^ 
ner, and thi^t gejieral W^i^hi.ngtan >hould havedirections accord* 
ingly.' Still the matter rested, sq Uiaj^Mifflm on tbe'25tb of Ee«5 
brury, informed congress that he had nothearji^^bat.was tbeirr 
pleasure as to his resignation, ^nd requjested of them afresh to* 
accept it, whiclx tli€y then resolved to do. Thu^ he Jjas beenL 
impell^to lay ^ide bis military character, which /or the liberal 
ties of his~country he had assumed, though of the qyaker<}eoo*i; 
niination: but be retains his patriotism, and vyill contijiue a voV 
lunteer in the^seryicc of the public. He resumed th^ quarter^, 
masteivgenerars depajitment iij October, n76». (then vacant^ 
through. a resi^tion) b.y the desire and oftder of congress,, aini 
mot for any private view of emoluments. of his o^n, so tliat ha- 
loid not coxLSider himself a& responsible fojc the. calainitous ej^^^. 
of any delay, which depended not on himself qi hi& as^atesit 
but on congreSsS* . ..... 

Let us resume our account of military operations. , . 
The Sputh-Carplina delegates; ratlier witli a view tocow^uest,. : 
than from any special apprehension of danger to their own^^ 
neighbouring state, from the troops under Sir Henry «Qlinto«ikS 
te<iuested the congress to appoint gen. JLinc.oln C^a.wiip§e pb»# 

lacter . 
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•«aQ^4beyja^y reposcd-greatconfidence) to thecornttiaiidDf a^ 
^leii" forces. to.tlie southward.; accordingly they made the a^- 
jjoiatmeat-oa tlie 25th September, and order-ed him to 'repair 
immediately to Chariestoiw . When he took his leave of them 
in. Gctwber, tlicyJiad in contemplation the reduction of Eustr 
fIorida,:flnd put into, his hands a scheme for eflfecting it, with 
ihe observations of two gentlemen on the sti^ngth of St. Augus- 
tine. Jf lie firsthiat of a destination of British troops for Geor^ 
giaTappears toiiare been given to the commander in- chief by ^ 
Jetterofthe ninth of October, fix)m a confidential correspondent 
^atNew^Yoxk. It was the 4th of December before the general 
iariiived at Charleston. The North-Carolina state on the first 
IntelJigence of an intended imbarkation from New-York for the 
southward, generously raised about 2000 militia to serve for five! 
months ; put them under tlie command of generals Ashe and R«- 
ihexford, and sent thenfforward without delay. They came on, 
*vith Such dispatch, that had they not been detained t^n d'ays near 
Charleston to be furnished with arm^, they would have bceit 
in time toh^ve joined gen. Howe before tte reduction of Sa* 
iannab, South-Carolina had- not a sufficient stock of publrcf 
arms for the militia 6f both states, and suspended the distributionr 
i|f ^hem till it became certain whether South-Carolina or* 
Georgia was the object of the British armament, which coukl- 
not be determined while it was in offing. On the^ morning 
Qfthe 26th, two regiments of 150 men eav-h from Charleston, 
with the levies and militia from North-Carblina amocntiug to^ 
about950, marched for Georgia ; they made their first junction 
-witb the American army after their retreat over the Savannah.' 
.January the 3d, gen. Lincoln established his head -quarters at- 
Em-ysburgh, about thirty miles from the mouth of the Savannah. • 
He met with a sore disappointment. He had been encouraged* 
te. expect a force consisting of 7000 men, beside the militia of 
South*Carolina and Georgia, whereas he had only -1400 in the 
W'lioJe. He was also lead to believe, that he should meet with, 
gceat plenty of supples and military stores, instead of v/hich there' 
We^eno fiejd-pieces, arms, tentSvCSunp utensils or lead, and but 
very little powder ; in short hardly any article in the arsenel or 
quarterrmaster's store, all occasioned by the want of -a military ' 
cbest'. A- large proportion of tile South-Carolina militia was^ 
draughted, and marched under gen. Richardson for head-quar- 
ters, lluttlicy behaved very badly, refused to submit to the ar- 
ticles^ o^war for the government, of the continentals, and leftthe 
-CiJiM^a«d€vcn their posts at pleasure with impunrty : as general 
Lii*exiltt'hadno hold of them, tlieir own state law only imposing 
« -liiiC, festeadof piittin-g-tbem- upontlie same footing congress - 
. •%.- .' had 
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bad ordered for all the miHtia wHeR fflpaycff aiec6iitiftffi*,'jJrt 
acting, with the reguUt troops. When ordei'ed-Ott-eomhw'dai 
arid implicit obedience was expected, theywoirid at times- aSfr-i 
•'Whether are we gping? And hoMP long are weWsta^?^^ . 
ihe 24th of Jafiukfy niost'of thera had left th6 tamp. - -l^ifepe-^ 
lection, however was in sonae nieasure repaired 07 thearfi^al 
atlengdiofgenerel Ashe, neai-faead-ciaartersi on tfeeSist^nrftft 
about 1100 men, which addition nfiade the nunAer of "iraMi^atti 
file Under Lincoln 2428^ beside 3^7 ori dommihdl - »• *^ ^ 

' While the greate^st part of the Ameiic^ force<j0ft^ted6f ^i«!S 
Ungovernable niifitia, gen- Prevost joined cok Ganft>^eU''^lH^ 
about 700' r^gtilar troops frona St* Augustine. Wkh thisihcifeiid 
of numbfers he wished to establish a post in South-^CaroUha/i^ 
^tached 200 n>en to take possession of Port^Royai island. S^ 
nfter they landed, gen. Moultrie, at the head of aa equii^nombe^ 
in which there were only nine regular soldiers, att£U:?ked aoi 
drove thehi off; [Feb. 3. JThis advantage was pt'mcipdhy gadiA 
td by two field-pieces, well served by a patty fejf tfcr Chaiifeswii 
tuilhiat artillery. The British lost akndst alltheir loffic^r^ir aej 
sevefal prisoners were taken. The Amerfc«rs had ^lietiteiMP^ 
and seven privates killed,- and 22 wounded.'' This success the 
ed the British and for the present prevejitcfd -aa eBterp 
Against South-Carolina ; but they extended themselves dve 
great part of Georgia and estabKsned twof posts, oue at &^tusl 
ger, and the bther at Ai^usta. The last place bcmg *%b ti^ ii 
the cbuntry,. was at good position for awing thtj trester^inhal^ 
tants, and a convenient rendezvous for the rojrali^: Here tfi* 
British endeavored to strengthen themseFvcs by- the addition of 
South-Carolina t^ries. They employed emissaries to encourage 
them to a general insurrection^ and assured-them, that ^^^^ 
would cross the Savannah, -and add their force- to thA iff ^ 
king's army at Augusta, they would have siich $t decided super?^ 
ority, as would effe(5tuallycruishthdr enemies, and i«ake a -spesi " 
teturn to their hbriies practicable on their own terms; T^cair 
consisted of about 2000 regulars aiid royalists undefrtol. Cahipb 
Several hundreds of the Carofina tories collected, etnbodi^'iNi^ 
fler the denomination of ioyaKsts,and marchdd along the fie*tbi|J 
frontiers of South-Carolina. They had such nuittters of'ttiermiiti 
infamous characters among them, that their general cod^rpSe'xillli 
was that of a plundering banditti, mor^ solicitous for' b6^y Si^ 
the honor and interest of their royal master. As dt^y^marclaf^ 
they appropriated to their own use every kind of prdpertf ^lltey 
could carry off. Col. Pickens, updn kiteiH^cnce of thefir»''|^J 

fress and rapine, collected the whig niilitra of thfe distiit^tf 
iiiaety^sij:. He left a guard at the C&trokter tok^ut my«4i 
' them 
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||»elc ((fGQi^iig the Savaonah^ w^ile he went vgpon 'sojqae otlacf 
jepice> dutinglxis absence they ipade gpod their passage, H9 
^BQfnedi^eiy fallgw^4 .the at, with- about :mo men [Feb- 14.j 
c^e up. witli aji4 engage^ them about three-quartj?rs of ai> 
biur^^-whea they gave way ^nd were totally routed^ Thej ha<J 
^0 killed,. inelading their leader, ^coipnel Boyd, who had beea 
iecretly. employed, by tli^ British >to eojiect and head tlieoi.— f 
^ickiiis->had_nine kJllcd,.aiTid several wounded^ .By tiiis hg^ 
^on the tones were di6peij>ed. alt over the country^ Some rar^ 
ipNo^U-Ga^ina, ^ Many returned. home> an^- cast tl)en:|selvesi 
^oa^tibie tm^rcy of t,hi:i£ state; govcrnipent. Beuig llie subjects 
of So|itj[i^C:^roiioa, they were tiie4^ in ^regular maaneri.awd 1(> 
If ere condemned to dip; but sentence was executedoniy on Jiv§- 
jj^iacipals^ and the^ rest were pardoned* 

- ^fho. Britis,h b^v/ng extended their posts up the rivei:, . genei^at 

Lincoln Axed e^icajnpment^at Black &tfamp,^d ne^Jy opposite 

ta^Ajugusta,, pfi thp^jiortk side.. With a view of strjengthening 

|b^ U^jnd in^roying dny ^advantages which: might yiO&F fpjr 

fjpssiog^river^ and limiting, tlie E^itish . to the sea-coast pi" 

1^0^]^,, gen. Asl>€ was ordered to tiie upper parts of thecpun.r 

t^Sf.. ^'MgW-^^is march oatbe lOth, with IdOO North-Caro* 

^l^^npijilia and th^ cepainsof the Georgia continentals;, andk 

^jt^ |.at^i^ tjie^y^ning, .reached general Willianaspn'^ camp^ 

9pp<>»te i^MgusU* Thajt same night col. Campbtil mrode so hasty 

§ retrea^ fi:onx AugusU^. that by eight the next morjping.he had 

iw^rched L^ n^iUe^ iopirer cjovyn.. .This precipitate iiioyementw^ 

¥^W^&^ some ; false iiitelligencerespeetipfeitlipr Ashe's force^ 

^ the f rdvai o£ a large body of' continentals at Charleston j 

frf>u:}i CAmphell credited, and from, whence he inferred the ne^ 

fe&sity of an inmiediate retreat,, to prevent, his being cut off. Liar 

cqln folding that li^e had quitted ^ugusta, .wrote to Ashe ,[f'eb^ 

i^] that U waS:of the greatest. importanGe, that if thq enemy 

yf^tQUl; of tl^e upper part of tlie, country^ li^ should follqw the iij 

^OWJ^ as fa^t as possible,, lest by.aforcednwd^thcy sliouldioiii 

tfxd^v o^ntTQops belpw, attempt his po3t^ and drive him from it^ 

j^^fore.h^ C4^he). couidcpn^e ijp with. ihGix roaiv Lincoln on the 

f^d ,;|eat bi«i tl^G fpllpwing intimation — 'U thin^ tliat Briar 

^rQek.*wiU bf^gppd stand, foj: ypu until some plan of co-ope^ 

^ipa hjC. digested* for which purppse^.as soon as you «irrivqr 

|)[)er^, J wijliwet yoa at tfee tWx) sisters, yoa, appointing the 

Ij^^f /^ A^W cr9S3e4 the Savannajx witl\ about 1200 troops, be- 

^^ 20alight4iors^p: On^atyrday niorningtlig: 27th,'the army 

fp-l^r^ajt the lower Jbriclgje^ pi\ 6riar Creek. The next day ge- 

H^^a^ Bciapr^ and £.(bert took possession of a proper spot of 
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meet Hncoln. On March tRe 2d, die officer of the day^ r^poti^ 
ed, that reconnoitrirg parties of the enemy's horse and foot had 
been seen within their pickets the night preceding. Ashe rc^ 
turned the evening of the 2d to camp. On Wednesday tbe"3di 
nothing was in forwardness for repairing the bridge which 
Campbell had" destroyed in his return downward, thoi^h it bad' 
been reported five diiys before, that the repair would take but 
six hours. About two in the afternoon information was givea,' 
that one of their soldiers had 'six balls shot through his body ; Su 
tie or no notice was taken of it.^ Within an hour after an cci 
count was brought that 500 British regulars were at th€ fefry^ 
At half past four, a fewVf the American horse returned front 
skirmishing with the enemy, when orders' wei'e issued for tht 
troops to be formed into platoons from the right, and composed! 
into a column : it was not long before the British light-inTantjy: 
appeard. Lieut, col. Prevost, after a circuitous itiarch of aboat 
50 miles, in which he crossed Briar-Creek 15 miles above Asbe'5 
.encampment came unexpectedlyon his rear with a detachment o£ 
^boutDOO men, including some horse. Upon the appearance ot 
the British light-infantry,' Ashe said to Elbert who commanded 
the continentals — ^' Sir you had better advance and engage theni.^ 
Tl^ev did not exceed iOO rank and file but upon Elberts or]feiS| 
irig tnem they formed, advanced'thirty yards in front of the ene* 
my, andcommehcec} a very sharp fire upon them, which continii-^^ 
€d about fifteen minutes. Ashe and the North-Carolina irjiUfii 
Remained' aBoiit lOO yards in the rear entirely inactive. Instead^ 
of advancing to support the continentals, they were struck wi^ 
auch a panic at being so completely surprised, that they went fa 
the right aboiit, and fled in confusion without discharging a sla^ 
gle muskets^ The few Georgia regulars, finding themselves thus 
deserted, and being surrounded by a great part of the "enemy,, 
broke and endeavored al^o to escape. Elbert did everything 
to rally them but in vain. He and the survivors of his brave 
eorps were made prisoners. About 150 Americans were killed^ 
and 162 were captured. None had any chance of escaping buC 
by crossing the rivei*, in attempting which many were drowned i 
of those who got over safe, a great part returned home and neve^ 
ftiore rejoined the America caiiip ; the number that joined it^* 
aidnotexceed 450'nlen. This event deprived. gen. Lincoln of 
6ne fourth of his number, secured to the British the posse-ssion of 
Georgia, and opened a communication between them, tbe'Tndi* 
ans, and the tories of South and North-CaroUna. 

Toward the end of the last year, an Americaii camp X7^$ 
fbrmed at Daiibury, the sufferings it underwent you ^may^coHeift 
froih the following passage in a letter of a field oflkei? -of .:Ji& 
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23.— We were not under cover* till the begknmg of the pv^sent 
year. It was distressing to see our officers and men in tents lit 
such severe cold weather. Added to which, and the fonuer list 
. "©f grievances, was. the want of provisions- Frotti six to nin^ 
^ays- wereour men frequently without breai A revolt tool< 
place in general Huntington's brigade; four hundred men got 
imder arms,' and marched ojlf the ground to an advantageous 
flost, v^here they expected Co have been joined by the men of ^ 
the other two brigades ; but by tlie alacrity of £he officers and 
|;enerai Putnam's influence, they were dispersed, 
' Aa expedition has been agreed on against the inimical Indi- 
ans of tbe SIX* nations. The command of it is to be entrusted 
with geft. SuIHvan, The plan* is to divide tlie force into three 
parts. The principal,, consisting of about 3000, is to go by the 
iwray of Susquehannah. Another, of ^out one thousand, is to 
enter the Iridiaa country by the Mohawk river ; and the other, 
of about 500, isto attack by the Ohio and Alleghany rivers.— 
iJenerai Washington is endeavoring, b^ appearances of an ex- 
pedition to Canada, to induce the l^ritish governor to fce^p hi^ 
^rce at hotne; and with a view to it, beside jealousies wbicll 
have bcca excited on the side of lake Champlain, he is trying 
to create others by the way of Coos. A considerable number 
OT 'Americans was employed the last yeat in cutting a road frona 
thence toward Canada. Colonel Hazen is now gone with hi$ 
regiment to extend the road tow§ird the Sorel, artd give th^ ap* 
pearance of an intention to invade the province by that passage; 
The American army are better clad and more healthy than Ihej 
^ve ever been since the formation of the arm y* 
. The jjrocuring of early and good intelligence, is of the highest 
XTrtportance to the American commander in chief. He has 
therefore directed one of his confidential Correspondents to rei- 
^ide at New-^York, to mix with and put on the airs of a tory, 
thereby to cover his real character and avoid suspicion. He has 
tinted to him an intimacy with some well informed refugees^ 
JVdembers. of congress are not trusted with the ilames of such 
correspondents, concerning whom the strictest honor and th^ 
l^rofoundcst secrecy is observe^, and every precaution taken ta 
prevent a .discovery by unforeseen accidents. They are furnish- 
itd with two chymical liquids, or sympathetic inks, the one fof 
tWriting, and the other for rendering what is written visible ; the 
ibnner of that nature as not to become visible by any mean what>- 
gv^^Vf hut by havuig the latter rubbed over it. 
- TJic king'^ speech on opening tlie session of parliament, has 
3^eeja circulated through the United. States more than a month 
^o- .^jChe.poouliy; leaders have been.diverting themselves wii||i 
' ,Vpx-. li. G$ it ' 
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k. They triumph at observing, that it is replete withx^ompiaiatS 
of the unexampled and unprovoked hostility of the court o| 
France and while the professions of neutral powers are re- 
presented as friendly, their armaments arc mentioned as sus- 
picious and that there is a total silence with regard to the 

American war. 

A number of royal refugees had petitioned, and been permit-* 
ted by Sir Henry Clinton to embody under proper officers, and 
to retaliate anfl make reprisals upon the Americans declared t(^ 
be in actual rcbelii'on against their sovereign. A party of them, 
who had fpruierly belonged to the Massachusetts, made an at« 
tempt upon Falmouth, in Barnstable county, butVrere repulsed 
by the militia. ' They renewed it, but not succeeding, went pff 
to Nantucket [April 5.] and landed 20a men, entered the townV 
broke open ware-houses, and carried off large quantities of oil, 
whalebone^ molasses, sugar, coffee, and every thing'that fell \ik 
their way. They also carried off two brigs, loaded for the West- 
Indies, two or tiiree schooners, arid a large number of boats^ 
In a proclamation they left behind, they took notice of thei^ 
haviog been imprisoned,, compelled to abandon their awellingSj 
fiiehosand connections, had their estates sequestered, and been 
tlicmselves formally banished,.' never to return on pain^ofdeat*^ 
Thus circumstanced,' they conceived themselves warranted, bj 
Ihe Jaws of God and man, to wage war against their persecutory 
and to use every mean in their power to obtain compensation fpjr 
their sufieriugs. 

The news of the French king's declaration of war, published 
at Maitinicointhe middle of last August, but signed at Versailles 
tlie 28th of June,, and the capture of Dominica by the Frencli^ 
reached the continent as early as could be expected. By the ac> 
.founts tliaX are given, the British government had been at a4 
unusual cxpcnce in fortifying that island^ and the works had beeii 
lately covered witli a numerous artillery,, sent from Biitain for 
tlic purpose^ But thoughi there were 1.60 pieces of Qannon and 
twenty mortars, the regular troops who composed the garrison^ 
aniounted only to about a hundred. Neither the. importance nor 
tlie weakness of Domiiiica, escaped the attention or tlie marquis 
de Bouille, governor-general of tlie French windward islands^ 
whose residence was at Martinico. He therefore landed on the 
isand with about 2000 men, under cover of some frigates and 
jprivateers, about day-break of last September the 7th, and pro- 
ceeded to attack the different batteries and forts by land,^ ^ hi» 
marine force did by sea. The handful of regulars, with the mi^ 
litia and inhabitants in general, did all that could be expected^ 
^jut defence was fruitless, so that the lieut. gov. Stuart,! to sa\^ 
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|he Inhabitants from plunder and ruin, entered into a capitula- 
tion, which was sobni concluded. The' tcrrtis wci'e the most mo- 
3erate that could be conceived ; the marquis, out of his great 
humanity, having nearly agreed, without discussion or reserve, 
fo ev^ry coiidition propoi^ddfin favor of the people, whose only 
change vvas that of sovereignty. The smallest disorder or pil- 
laga was not permitted; and the marqpjis, in lieu of plunder, 
Rewarded the soldiers^ and voluntefers with a considerable gratuity 
iw re?4dy rnbney. His stay was short : he* left a garrison of 1 500 
txieh behind him, who with the strength of the works, and the 
powerful artillery in their hands, will be able to defend Domini* 
^a efFectualiy- Wc are in* expectation of hearing so<iHr of coiinj 
d'Estaing's^ operations., 

* An embargo having been laid^ in thie" southern states on the 
exportation of graiaand fk)ur to these eastern ones, occasioned 
a scarcity ofbread at Bostoiv.. -What from drought the last sum- 
mer, a blight on the rye, the negkct of tillage by the husbandmaa^s 
being Galled' off to the army,, and divers other causes, the inhabit, 
tants of the farming, towns could not afford a Sijfficierit sufiply td 
tlie sea-ports, these have fitted out a number of cruisers, VvhicH 
in, some instances- have prgcured-a temporary relief: but '* the 
ttade and harbours^upon the Massachusetts coast have been left 
in such an unguarded and defenceless situation,, that where the 
Bay-m€!a have 'taken, one vesseL from the eneriiy,:th6ir small 
privateers out of New-Yorlchave takenten from them."* The 
iast month the Bostonians were in-great distress for-want of flour] 
.but the other day [April 12.] a cargo of it happily arrived from 
Baltimore*^^ The Massachusetts house of assembly, judging it 
absolutely necessary that so the army might be kep(t. together, 
have engaged to make good the wages of the^ofHcers and soldiers 
^'aised in this state,^ at the close of the contest, provided it is not 
done by congress. 

■ . f The Maflacbufcitf counclU : .. 
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THE present lettjfr shtU begia with wrhat ;vrar a ehief wl^eet 
ia the formeij-^ur Bri^sh-adrRiral Keppel; i Wiwn be ww 
turned tp Plymouth^ he experieiiceci the bGne^t'arisiQg'fkiH:]^ tinM 
yer^^ c<mdi2€^, UnaDinuty p(eyatk4 among the offifi^rv'afl^ 
every exertion was made in refxtting the ships : so that he sdiidi 
4A ma s^co«d cruise the 24^ of Au^isl, aM>d k^fcths Beassiui loaf 
IIS the apprpaching winter would admits The French QsekW^ 
Jtresta week tcfore ; but steered to ttie soothwacdj ^tdann^Ki 
.themselvoB about Gape Finisterr^ ^tbus their owncoasts^indtbt 
l^y Kirereabmidoned'tothe Briti^,. who weiv: i]|> imaaesi^:^^ 
m^m^ to obtain mtelligence oftbem*. The Fteadi^Qoimdeftti 
||ow p^Gajane a prey to the British cru^era, in a degree wbicisi&itit 
fprmejr . wars hw equalkd for the ^ts^i whil« the .ttade^of Sib 
lain ^riv^td in a state of secuiity, scarcely aa:ee:ded hy iiate$M 
f,^€.e. ' . - ..:..•' . . o .. ' ; • -- .-.- '4 

/ The^recepti^i which ^vt\wX Keppel met witi^ok Ma retuifl 
' |rotn sea^ both ati coujI and at the admiralty, e(|uaile4 ^his nMSt 
ff^Qguine expectations. Aa attcrapt,-however was made oa hb 
Hharacfeer Mom an nnexpeeted quarter. Sir Hugh PaJiiser^ on 
the dtb of December, preferred to the lords, of the admiralty at* 
]^€les of accusation against lum, or ofiences supposed -to baitt 
jbieen conamitted o» tpe i27th of Ihe preceding July, aftet iia* 
jdBg withbekl them near &re months^ jAfew hours after tfit 
charges were hid, tiie admiralty, without further inquaryrseiit 
Jhim notice to prepare for his trial. Sir Hugh mentioning in die 
Jbouse of commons, his having dtotanded acourt-^nartiaToa ad^ 
miral Keppel had the notification to hear his conduct iaso do^ 
|n|^ and a^oiit publishing, a month before, in the newsp;4)ersy 
a vindication of his own ^haviour on the 27th of July,'X;{^6siy 
^nd without reserve condemned by every g&ntIeman,jof what- 
ever side or party, who spoke on the occasion. The adoairai's 
trial commenced at Portsmouth on the 7th of January,' 1779^=+- 
He gave notice to the admiralty, that he might find it tisefiii to 
^is defence to produce his instructions*^ The admiralty cooamo- 
located to him his majesty's pleasure, and informed.hiim tiisK 
tbey could not consent that the same should be laid^befoce ii» 
CQunsel^ or be produced at the court-martial. Being willing to roo 

every 
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tvery^ha^rd for the bfciiefit of the state, he neither produced 
them to his couRsel^ aor commubicated their contents. His trial 
was notclosed till the 1 Ith of February ; when the court acquit-r 
ted hina of every charge in the fullest, clearest and most hon- 
orabte tfccmS^ -mthet dedafing that he 4iad behaved as be- 
c?aBie a judicious, brave and experienced officer. They marked 
Ib^ conduct of his accuser, in the body of the sentence, by decla- 
ling— ^** that the charge was malicious and ill-founded/* The 
flfefilCDce^asa ma^er-e^notorie^y tbe*ftie5ct day at Westminsteri 
wfeeii it -wtas -carried in the house of commons; with' on4y on^^ 
ifesei^ing voices **Tha«t^th€^thAftfcs of ttiisikoia^e be given to ad- 
limal.y^gut(»s Ke|>pelv &c. for his having glorit)t5s:lyupheitt 
•fee hoAdr of Uie British flag oil the 27th and 28th of July."-^ 
^jve^ttxftiii^of the 'lords m nearly the same terras, Were agree* 
ttr, four daysufter* Public and unusual rejoicings, in varioail 
tiwI.^motep^tS'Of the kirigdoiD, succeeded the sentence. The 
Wiftfiinatwnsia London and Westmipsteri w^resuv*h^^ have 
•car^J)^ bem e^orcdedup^n any oceasien. Sir Hugh PaUise^ 
lla:rt«g jhecotoe the'object of g'enerai odium^ resigned his seat at 
Hm adiaiiiraltyibotril, his tieutenant-geoeralship of the madtte^ 
mui his governrlMHit of Scarborough castle ; he aba Ta>eated hii 
least ia parliament^ and only retained his vke^admiraish^, as 1 
i^uaii^cation fdl* his trisl by a court-martial, v^rhich was ordcte4 
^ beheld ofon him. The «ame began oh the twdfth tjf-Apri^ 
^odcleded the 5tfa of May, the court baying; qfttr two detf/Sf 
Atib^aiififif agreed upon their sentence. They gtfve k^$ iJiat 
opinion, thkt his conduct and behaTionr, on thcsith and 28tk 
^^Julyv^'W^re, in mafty^ respects, highly exemplary arid mcritOii 
«iouS4 at tiae same time they could not help thinking it wasin^. 
cajtnbent upon' him to have* inade known to the commander tft 
chief 'the didaJbied state of his ship the* Formidable. • Nottritte 
.standing his omission in that particular,- the court v^ere of 'apitt*. 
dofiythat he wa*not,in any other respect, aliaigeaiVie with mil^ 
.<sonduct or n>isbeliaviour on thx)se days/atid- therelbre acquill»> 
4fidlum. • V ' ^ '^ 

p iiLord Shaldatn andcommodeiis Rowley sailed f row Spifhe.a)Jt 
last December the 25th, with theit" respective squadrdm* and% 
.cofW/>y of iwaf 300 sail.- His lordship returned afte* s^iiig'thfc 
iWest-^India and New-York fleets safe to 'the distance of 22fe 
-Jeagues ftofti the Lizard ;' and tht comnvodoie proceeded oA hk 
«Tgc»yage to rrinforte admiral- Byron, .^n the mb ctf Marerb, ai. 
-mkai Hughes, With six «kipg of the lirte umlcriiis c^omniawil, 
ihafifi^ithb JKaKandWes^-Lodia fleets zander coitsoy,- sailed from 
jS^ ^iHtlteik^ for theii-ttst-lndios; aceofn^wfi^d b^'^^'iscveral otlM 
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iien of war^some In difFerentservices, and others 16 return aftef 
attending tlic merchantmen to a certain Utitudc. . . '[ 

The following' accounts have been received from the West- 
indies. ... . , . 

[ms.] While the marquis de Bouilie was e^ga^d in. rct^ 
ducing Dominica, admiral Barrington, with two ships of thic 
line and some frigates, lay at Barbajdoes,. waiting mexqly iot \a^ 
structions which he had been ordered to expect at that place^ 
and which were not yet arrived. It wasvthe Erencjh declai;:atiqii 
of war, published at Martinico, that first informed Ima of hosti-*. 
lities. The loss of two of Sir Peter Parker's- fvigates, taken by 
the French on tlie cpast of Hispaniola^ proved also the earliest 
mean of conveying intelligence to that adpiira], a$ well a&tpthe 
government of Jamaica, where he was stationed, that a war i^d 
actually commenced. 

No sooner did admiral Barrington receive infbunation of. the 
invasion of Dominica, than he desp.ensed with thc viulatipnpr 
his orders, and proceeded to its intended relief. He w^.|xm» 
Jate, as the conquest was but the work of a day ; hi^ small sqjua-* 
dron, however, removed the panic which had spead tbi^Mgli 
the neighboring islands, and effectually curbed Uie further exi« 
tcrprlsOs of tli^ encniy, . ....,.? 

Count d'Estaing sailed from Boston, and commodore Hothaia 
witli the troops under ge^i. Grant from Sandy-Hook,^ each ojit 
the same day for the West-I|idies, Both fleets wiere equally ia- 
Yolyed in a gale of wind while on tlieir pa^age^ Tlie Fvcncjb 
were greatly dispersed, which probably saved X\\^ Briti3h conv<^j 
from 3ie danger of encountering an unequal force, steerpd un*^ 
known to the commodore the like course with himself. . The rc^ 
latfve situation of the fleets was a secret to both (^omn^andersf 
iSut they were so near on the 28th of November, that a Britisli 
tiigantine witli four horses, fell into the hands of d'JEstaing.— ^ 
'f" he Commodore's fleet was the most numerous ; Jbut he had thq 
j^jlland happiness of keeping them together during the gale^ 
and of getting the start of the count, so as tp ariive without any 
other loss than .that of the brigs at Barbadoes, whcrie Jie joincQ 
admiral Barrington on the 10th of Decenibcr. 

An expedition for the reductiqnof St. tucie, was inmi^dUtc>f 
iy undertaken without suffering the troppa to l^nd. . .Within two 
days they sailed for the island,; and the resprye qf the army, cppi, 
iisting of the ^.th regiment, jy.ith the grenadiers and light-infaq^t 
try of the whole, under gen. Meadow,s„ landed at,the.grand.(ji4 
dc Sac on the 1 3th in the evening* That officer imjoiediat^ 
pnshed forward witli his detachment, to the heights pa tlie^noj^ 
tid$ of the bay, which v^ere occupied by tlie French comman- 
dant 
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iant'wkh the regulai' forces and militia. Tliese posts he sow 

, ^rced;" Wtiift^ thii^ was doing, gen. Prescot landed, with five 

Fegioicnts, with whkh he guarded the environs of the bay, and 

]5ujf!ied on advanc ed [Kists, so as to preserve a communitaiiont 

during Ihe niglit with the reserve. When morning appeared, 

tlfc rescTve, supported by Prescot, adyanced and took possession 

ef'the shiaM capital of Mornfe Fortune. The chevalier de Mi- 

caiid made what defence he was able, but was compelled by the 

superiority of force, to retire from one post to aitother, as the 

. British pressed fof-ward. Prescot took possession of the batteries 

- arid posts in the rear of the reserve as they advanced. Meadows 

pushed forward under the heat of a burning sun, and possessed^ 

himself of the Viergie, which commanded the north side of th-^ 

Careenage harbour; and Sir Bcnry Ciilder, with the four re- 

irratning battalions, gu^irded the landing place, kept up the'com- 

mumcatian with the fleet, and sent detachments to occupy se." 

. yeral posts on the mountains, which looked down upoij ani 

rOmmiinded the south side of the grand Cul de Sac. 

The last French flag on those posts which Vvere iti^ sight a-^ 
Along the neighboring hills, was scarcely struck when count 
' ^Esiaing appeared in view of the fleet and army, with a prodi^ 
. giotis force. Beside his original squadron of tv/elve ships of die 
, line, he wasaccompanied by a numerous fleet of frigates, priva- 
teers and transparts, with a land force estimated at 9000 niciL 
Irhe count intended the reduction of Barbadoes, tlte Grenadei 
and St.^ Vincents.. In his way to the first, wliere he expecteij 
to have found Harrington with only two line of battle ships 'ami 
a few frigates, he received intelligence of tlie attack on St. Lii^ 
cie, which he might consider as a circumstance Hiat seemfcd to 
tlrrow the whole British force by sea and land, an easy prey into 
his hands. In 111 human probability, this must have been the 
Inevitable event, had he arrived tvrenty-four hours sooner • but 
-the day being far advanced, he deferred his operations tilFthe^ 
ensuing marning. 'During the night adm. Barrington- exerted'al! 
hispower in getting the transports warped into tlve bottom of the 
bay, to be as reitiote from danger as possible, and the ships of w^? 
brought in their respective stations, so as to form a line eiFcctu* 
ally to cover its entrance, which was-still further secured by U' 
battery on, the Southern, artd another on- the northern opposite 
joints of knd.' His force consisted of a 74, a 70, two 64", anti 
fo^Q 60 guA ships; beside 3 frig^es. Inthe morning [Dee. 1^5.| 
the count^ stood i-n withhiswholc fleet for the Careenage, appre- 
hending that tht British had hot possession of thatr part of the 
'^ii^tid. A well dii*€cled fire which his own ship received froni 
t^&6£" those baiterips tliat had s© lately changed mastets, eort^' 
'i^*^ y . . viiKedr^' 
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vinccd him of his mistake, and . made hiifi bear away with hit 
fleet and transports. Me was apparently disconcerted aiid at" a 
loss how to act; but after much hesitation, bore down with tea 
ipilof the line upon the Britirh sqaadrbn, jast before ijoon. H« 
hiet with so warm a reception from the ships and batteries, thjt 
after awhile he drew oft. About four o'clock he made: a hesli 
attack with twelve ships of the litie ; which was better support-t 
^d and longer continued than the first. The French cannonade 
concentrated within a narrow direction, ^nd was heavier than be- 
fore ; but this effort was notmoi?e effectual th^n the forpac, The 
count's fleet fell into evident confusion, and retired' frona actitfa 
"With great loss. On the following day he plied to the windward, 
and anchored in the evening oft Gross-lsret, about two league 
to the northward. The night and the next morning he spetit 
in landing his troops in Choc Bay, between Gross-Islet and the 
Careenage. The same time wa^ employed by the British ad-, 
miral in preparing for every possible future event - * 

General Meadows, with the reserve, was nearly shut up in^o 
^peninsula of the Vicrgie; for by hrs distance and situation,, as 
-welt as the decided superiority of the enemy, he was totally ciit 
off from the support of the main body, any further than Whtrt 
might he derived from those i>atterie3 cofnmitfidittg thc'land ajj- 
proaches to the Viergie, which that possessed. TfaegocKl'epwt 
of thdse positions which had been taken by the British on the!r 
£r«t landing, became now apparent to both armies. The cha^ 
grin and disappointment of^ the French was gteat> whenaftgat 
landing they discovered that Sir H. Calder's brigade ^as in pos- 
session of the mountauns on the south side of the grand Cul d^ Sac ; 
for the bombatding of the British fleet from those heights, was one 
great objett they had in view ; which, from the strong positiortf 
taken bythatbrigade,was unattainable withootageneral engage* 
Titent by sea and land, the issue of which the French were hot i$ 
yet for trying. They determined upon directing their first effort 
separately against Meadows. [Dec. 18.] For this purpose about 
MOO of their best troops were drawn out, and advanced in thrc? 
columns to attack tlie British lines, reaching across the isthmus, 
ipvhich joins the peninsula to the continent. The right was led 
-ty count d'Estaingj the centre by Mr. LovendahU and tl>e left by 
the maf^uis d'Bouille. The remainder of their troops were 
kept disengaged to watch the motions of Prescot's brigadq, and t^ 
check any attempt to succour Meadows. On the near ap- 
Jwroach of the columns, they were enfiladed with great effect fry 
the aforementioned batteries ; ho>^ever, they rushed on to tjr^ . 
Uhargc with great impetuosity,, supported the conflict tvJSb 
mw;l\ fesolution, and suffered comidJerably before thpywenft 
... • ' jtntijcly 
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' ;cstrrcly'i:j2p,uJsed;-<^ r^— As soon as. they had recovered th$jt 

breath aiid ordeiv they rcriQwed the attack with the same ea* 
g^ness as„ before ;-— and .w^re encountered with the same de- 
termined r-esolujtion, .Though they ^suffered severely in thcBe 
two attacks, they again rallied, and returned to the charge the 
third time. Tlie affair was now soon decided. They were totally 
^l)rokenv and obliged to retire Jn the utmost confusipn, leaving 
ibeir dead and wounded in the.power of the victors. Gen.-Mea- 
^duws.was .Abounded in the. beginning of the action, but wouid 
jiipot quU the iield, nor have the assistance of the surgeons, till 
^he matter was decided. The. French while emplQyiag their 
lioQps by land, attempted^ a diversion by sea, which hswl ^littjb 
effect as to deserve no further notice. Their loss was four hua* 
, died killed upon tlie spot,"five hundred desperately wounded, ao 
fis to be incapable of service, and. six hundred more slightiy 
: wounded : the whole amounting 4:o a number considerably supe- 
^^ioi; to those whom they had .encountered. 
• Count d'Estaiog coiitinued ten days longer op the island with- 
out rqaking further attempts, and tlien relinquished a contest 
ivhit:h had only manifested the couiagc of the French, witliout 
jjeldijng, any profit. He embarkjed his troops on the night of the 
J^vyeiity-eighth, and on tlie following day abandoned the isl- 
.and to its destiny. He was not out of sight, when the che- 
valier d'e Micaud, wiili the principal inhabitants, ofered to 
<:apitulate and had favorable conditions granted the my whidi 
■were signed an tlie SOth. Admi[i-al Byron . arrived off St. iAicie 
tlie ,€ith of January. 

, When die late law in favor of the English Roman Catholics 
„was passed, a design .was formed of extending it to Scotland, 
which was -violently opposed. The opposition originated in 
Glasgow,, the inhabitants of which are almost all on tUe^^ide of 
a^dministration in the American contest.* The general indig- 
nation against the design showed itself in tjke diferent riots th^t 
happened at Edinbur^ and. Glasgow inFebruary. In the me- 
tropolis, an attack was made [Feb. 3,] upon a new house, in 
which the principal popish clergyman or bishop, with fourodier 
faixiilies of the same persuasion dwelt, and inyvhich a room was 
bid out for a chapel, about 34 feet long. The house was set on 
fire and- the flames contmued until noonof the following day*— 
The inhabitants with difficTulty escaped alive, -During the de- 
jojolition of this " main pillar of popery," as it was called, a de- 
t^hmcnt&om the main body of tlie people resorted to thQ pld 
chapel. The house containing it was inhabited by several fanti- 
.J^^s (agreeable to custom, and the. nature -of many buildings 4pi 
,? I>r* John E^ikitu'ft Contider^tioiMOQ theSftrit ©f Poperyt p» 31-' 
Vou If. H 3 ibat 
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tliat city) whose^property »;id ^fiects, as^ W^ll^is the iimdc of th« 
house, and chapel,. were totally destroyed, together with ja<^»ri* 
derabie library l:^loijging,tp the p(>pi«h> bishop* Theriatcrs^^ 
terward directed their violence against i;he papists in (^tbct.psmy 
of the town, and totally destroyed the stock io. trade andveflaxfi^ 
of two or tlirec t^ade^nien of that profession, Oiie-dr^wladicf 
of fashioj> of that cornmunioa Airer^ obliged, to take refuge, in tkm 
pastlc. I'hey ^t Length concluded upon Jth^ p*jnisbmeut or ie* 
^tructioA of these gentlemen, ipfwh^ttever.raokov ^d(gi<m> ^»i» 
bad been supposed, to fijvor tlie design of oht^miog * rel^Mtk)* 
of the laws iigainst papists. Their first fui;y was, pointed against 
pr. Robertson the xelebvated. historian^ andtotliatofMr-CrosWc^ 
4n eminent advocate. The mob foiuid tlie hi^uses of these gei& 
tIeraea.SQ well armed,, and guarded with so determined a rest^ 
JLation by their n^m^rous .friends, that they jw?oeeeded not to e^- 
t^emities, but retir/ed wiihoiit any further outrage, thaa tte 
breaking of some windp ws^ The magistpates did not expert tbes^ 
^Ives fox the suppression of the riots,, till: the l^sdiy -of thr 
week- fhe conduct of the magistrates in. Glasgow. «ras wiffe^ 
iiffere^.. The populace made tlieir first and principal att^qjt 
|feh,.9^,] upon Mr. Bagoal, an f-ngli^i p^ist from Stafetdshitftt 
yiho bad fpr several years- ^staj^lished and <:ond4H2tf da<3Pft».d«i^ 
\\^ m^ufactory of stone-warci ..They burnt hiabou^,:'t#laBf 
^est5oyed>all tlie works for carrying, on his business, ani/ObHgei 
bim.andvhis f^injJy to fly, to tlie fields for their lives. But t|^ 
^measures pursu^^ b^.the magi$trat£is ajid principal inhabi^anti^ 
soon restored Q^^d^r and security, Mi*. Bagnal was alsospe€^i(f 
^cquair\tQd^ tliat he should be reimbursed for ev^ry part of h4 
Ipsses to the utiitost fartlaing* Toward the end of naarch the.ciii- 
.4ens of Edinburgh agreed to make full restitution to^the suffec- 
,^rsiatliat city, .Through this religious combustion^ ai?d the cir- 
(fumstancgs attending it, adrainistratioo. have lost that strong holi 
of the temper q^nd disposition of tiie people ia Scotl^ad, whiclt 
perhaps nothing else could have loosened^ 

Th^ British cruisers sei^d, and carried into, pprt tbf Diitp^ 
yessels bound for France, when laden with^^ither naval stores PC 
supposed French property. The merchants, owners and insur- 
ers, complained to tlieir high mightinesses, by whosesoever a. 
memorial was presented to. the British court which was- £ar 
jfrom having the desired effect. The* answer proposed the pur- 
chasing of the naval stores, the paying of the frieght, and the in- 
4emnifying the proprietors; but expressed a determinatiaa.ta- 
prevent, as much as possjl^le, all naval and military stores hc- 
ij^ transported into the French port% accompanied li<)w;€vcr 
With, an assurance^ that all possible regard for the rights of their 
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««d SjMtirol the <x«itties4)0twe«l^^ theking aAd their high mightii 
»i»ses^l?rDtrW be adhdrcd^tjo^lrnithe strong«?^ tmnxn^v a:^far asM 
»te«rfi*'^j0rtf^fc^i!fe«---ofwhkhf-th€ British coirrt v^ould be judges: ' 
grte mtfdbacnts >of Dort, Rotterdam at^d Atnsterdarrf, hot being 
tatisfted with the answer, petitioft^d theif hight mightinesses 
f&t rcukesVagarnBt th^ British ireattn^nt of theJr fla.g, and the 
vi(jlencasj(?omiiiittedagaitt^ th^ir fjropepty. The States Oene- 
ialcoflthidcd. wp^n sach m^*ur^ as shouldMwcdt the wishes of 
A« pfetiti0i*eJ^> a^jddeterminedupon aft*aiighi€rtt^tidn'of' the ffeet 
fe theirpfcft-ectiori. Sirjoseph Ybrke-, afteii* that, oti ' the 22d.of 
Jast -N^Vembeip, pi^oposfedirt armertiorial byhresoverdgn's ord^ri 
•Co«fei?eiloe' Wi«h theirhigh ittightin«ss€S uport what vras most prbti 
-per to be done respectl^ th^ artitiqs of complaint The States 
Gener^l-deGJIrtGd the (Jfiefjoad insisted upon the literal and strict 
5iiA>8ervahce6f the treaty betM^i&eivth^t^rta and Great-Britain. Tbt 
-JTrerichkiftghad'iA at-^utatlon o£tl>e precediiig' July, -concern- 
ing tlie navagalidn of neutral vess6l§, reserv-edt^ himself th6 pow- 
W W'i*e^^iilg"tlvg advantages granted by the first article^ in ciSfib 
4hebeiligerfeht'j^wers should not grant thcfllke within the spatte 
^f «ix^ moRthss The like aot betng grafted on- the part of- Bri- 
-ffiuJt-th^kihg ordei^d sucb revocation,- ^th respect to the sub- 
i^ti^of th« DtJtdh: republic >. but excepted 'the cities ^of i^nister* 
Sdam'^iHaerlem^because of their paldotfce^cnions to persuade 
•the repubhcto procure iirem^ the court dFLoAdon the sectnity of 
^nii^i^ed liberty to^ their flaj. This m^^sure Was^ Gohsiderea by 
'thfit eourV^ deifigned-to cause the republic to quarrel with Gfeat- 
Britaiii, ^ftd^ceagiotied thepi^sehtment [Apiil S^i] of a'memQ- 
-pkl by Sir Joseph- Tforke, in the name of hi^ i^bvefefgn, to the 
-States General;- in whieh the literal khA stricf observance of ttre 
treaty inisisted upon by them, is pronounced, incompatible *w4tK 
the security of Britain, and contrary to thie-^spirit arid stipulations 
6f afi tlie forrner Ir^aties^ between the two riations* His ma- 
jesty also declares in k,tbat he cannot depart from the necessity 
-iFeJs^uiidepof excluding the traasportation of naval stores to the 
ports of France and particularly timber, even if they are el- 
4U)rted by men of war ; but flatters himself, that he shall never be 
obliged to take other measures toward the republtc, thaii mose 
\vliielf friendship, and good harmony majr dictate. 
' ■ 'The ckpitire of the Dutch vessels occasioned a great dearth of 
-naval stores at Brest, so that the repair of count d^Grviliiers** 
*l9e^i hasbeen^xoeedrngly liindred. The Villi? de Paris, which 
'^itFered niiich in tht?: engagement with admiral Keppel, will not 
'^t>c -ready for s;ea> mudi before rhc time for the fleet's siiiling. Till 
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April flicre was not a mast fit for her inall Brest.* A nuoAer off 
store ships however got in froit Hi^Ualid, 3^0 that about the ben _ 
gyming of the year, sevejral small squadrons were prepared an^ 
slipped out from different ports nearly at the same time : one^un^ 
der Mr^ deGras^ for Martinico,- to reinforce count d'Estaii^o^ 
Another under the marquis deVaudreuil, with a land force, sail-i 
ed for Africa, apd has taken the British forts, settl^uests^fec^ 
tones and property, at Senegal andother ppurts.of that c^»st» /c . 

£n78,] The EngUsh Ea^-ladia cpmpaay, foreseeing^^c^uak 
hostilities, rescrfv^, very soon afiter the delivery of *the\F*eiicte; 
rescript, on a bip)d ariwl decisive mea$ure, for the final redudioa^ 
of the Flinch ppwer jui India, and conducted the business .mth% 
unusual secrecy. Their instructions were happily coayeycdwithE: 
uncommon expedition, and preparations were^immediately^madec 
for besieging Pondicherry. Gen. A4unra ijaYCStcd the fortcesK. 
clpsely on th^ ^ist of last August, with an grmy of 10,500 xnen^ 
incluaii^ 1500 European?. But before this: had taken places 
there was a warip engagement between Sir Edward .Vewbi^ w&k. 
a small squadron, andjnondiettr TronjoEy commandkg tteJik^ 
iaWhich the. French .were so roughly handled, that tQ^^^Qftpe ^^ 
6eco|id action they abandoned the garrison, to th£^.£^ jonlboB: 
day Poi^^ichc^'^y was invested*. The garris(wi:«impuntedit».Beai» 
SQpOme^, of which 900 were Europeans; ^They were coHtHA 
manded by Mr. de Bellecoiobe, who deputed eveiy. poist j)£hef ' 
grou(id,.aiid persevering to the last ejrtremity in a4eter«iined airf ? 
noblfivcbfisnc^, held out to die ledi of October^ An boaor-^ 
able capitulation was allowed in testimony of the garrison'&g^U- 
lantry, and ^very requisition that did not interfere with the pufa-r*. 
Kc benefit, was agreed to. The factories at Chandenagor, Ya^ v 
man, and Karical, with the settlement at Masulipatapi, £uul beatu 
reduced before the capitulation. ; 

[May I,, 1779.] 1 he New- York, Quebec and Newftamd- 
land fleets, to the number of SOO, under the convoy of admiral. 
Arbuthnot, sailed from Spithead : the admiral,. with a squ^droa.. 
of men of war and a number of transports, is bound to Newrr* 
Yarkv 

. fAdfOcaUM;!---*'* PoBtiqd Memoirs, 
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• ». - - Hoskiiy^ August 5, 1779 • 

^*^ iHE disasters which followed the American arms, after the 
JL laridingtiie British in Georgia, roused the Soutli-Caroli-^ 
BtanJ^ vigorously to oppose tlie extension of ^heir conquests. By ^ 
am almost unanimous voice they chose John Rutledge, esq. thett 
goyeriior; and to him and his council was delegated, by the Ie-^ 
giilature, power " to db every thing that appearedto him and^ 
tteem necessary for the public good." In execution of this trust a 
body of militia were assembled, stationed at Orangeburgh,'near"' 
tfeecentre^of thfe statte, and kept in constant readiness to march * 
whithersoever the pubUc service required. The governor sen^ 
Cttdei?s to gen. Wyiiamson, and' directed him to f>ush parties into 
Gte0i^ia,'aaddestrdy'^ii the cattle, horses, provisions and carrii' 
ages they shocild meet with in thatstate. [April 16.] Gen. Lin- ^ 
C0ln, jna lettet, ten^rked upon the order, as affecting alike tiife- 
imtocent^nd guilty, tiie aged and irtfirm, &c. and concluded* 
fii&sayiiig*-^"A^ nothing but a conviction that it is an indispen^ 
sibte dutyv would have led me to the disagreeable task of making ^• 
the above remarks, so I shall avoid at present any -other, how- 
ever my own feelings may ha^e been hu^t.*'^ llic order,- if^^^t 
aH needful, shoiild* have gone ffonithe continental general-, -WlK)a> 
congress had empowered to-command in that department. He 
in a letter of the preceding day, wrote to the president of con- - 
gress, "We- have lately exchanged some prisoners, those who " 
have cdme out are in a most miserable condition, few of themf 
fit for service. Their treatment on board the prison ships, and - 
ihc measures adopted to oblige them to renounce their allegiance 
to the United States, and engage them inrthe British service," * 
have^beeitcruclandunjastifiable,; many enlisted with them^— ma-'^ 
ny ape dead^-^nd otheik^i in a Weak^dying state." ' \ 

[April 19.] A council of war was held at the general's head^-^ 
quarters at Black-swamp, when it was agreed — "That as the 
number of militia in camp, with those at gen. WiHianison's caiiSp, 
and 50p promised from Orangeburgh, and 700 from North-Ca- 
roHoa now in the state, amounted to 5000 men, they would 
collect the remainder near to Augusta (after leaving 1000 here 
and dt Pui^sbin^h)^and cross the Savannah, take s«>me strong 
ground in Georgia, prevent the enemy's receiving supplies fi'om 
the back parts of the country, circumscribe them within nar- 
row limits^ and prevent their juucUon with the unfriendly, and 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



the savages, in Geoigia and thc'back pt^Sr of thw^«ta^.'^d^ 
The general began his irtArcU, [ApiH 23*] leading at H*G^ldl 
swamp and Purysburgh, the 5th atid J^art of tire ^ regiwient 
of S4>uth-Caa)iina» and about SOO militia under gen. M^Ote^ 
Wben-tbc American aarhiy wa» 160 miles up the Savanhah:geiii 
Prevost availed himself of that moment, anderOssed'wertoPyS^ 
f ysfourgh witli 2400 men , *he had beside a coo^d^tabie bod^ n4 bi-* 
<lians. Tfae iifst night aflcv entering Garoliiia^ her mad&^ foitoA 
march in hope of attacking Moultrie at B)ack-«wamp^ but^ Wd^ 
three hours too late. The latter had changed hh qttorter^, amt 
being joined by col. M'lntosh's party, which had rtiadett titwrfy 
retreat form Puiysburgh, took post at TuUyfihny bridge^ t30 pip^ 
vent the further incursion of the Briti«hy «mI U> keep betweell 
them and Gharleston. Ge«. Linooh>, «tt infermatioit of ^th^se 
movements, [iVfay l.J immediately detached SOO^jchosencrom^ 
j»ental troops to reinforce Moukrie^ lest he shciald be i«tistato«fc 
in bis idea, that Prevost on4y intended a feint «o ditert tmth ft^m 
his general plan ; in pursuit of which h^ crossed the ^avanoaH^ 
near Augusta, and marched fot three days* down tte' eottrilry td* 
ward the capital of Georgtat But being informed-by MouitHt^ 
ktters^f iiie 'Hlvand^th, that h^is nunmt &§ ntiem vm^- greiti^ 
diminished by the desertioncif tbe militia, and that he wa^obUg* 
«d to retire jbefore the enemy; Lincoln re^rossed thd river aifd 
country, as fast a^ possitrte, tacome up with Prevost* Motdte^ 
hadno cavalry to Check the advancing foe *, who metwitfeacai?ce 
any other interruption in their mai-ch, tlian tbe destruction of aft 
the bridges by the retreating Americans, The absence oftfi* 
main army under Lincohi, the retreat of Moultrie, die pfuhdet**-^ 
ing and devastations of the invadiers, and above all the drcairf 
Ae royal auxiliaries, the Indians, diffused a^neyai- panic'* 
mofig the inhabitants and induced many to appiy.to the Brtti^Ft 
for protectron. The facility with which their army proceeded 
through the country, added to the repeated soggestioiiSdf thtf 
frieiids, to royal govfernmeat, who positively asSurfcd Prevo^ 
that Charleston would certainly surrender at his approitfh, lA 
duced him to change his originJil phn, ^nd push'foi* th«t*lace? 
Had he designed itatfitst and continued his 'march wife- ^Si* 
same rapidity be began it, he' would- probdbty have Ctorlrf^* 
town by a coop-de-ntain ; but he baited tw'o or three daviv^^^lil^ 
advanced more than half the distance. In this interval ^he-hci^ 
governor and the council made the greatest exertion^^ fiirtM^ 
it on the land side. All the houses in the suhurte were bdrtG 
Lines and abbatis were in a few days carried from Ashley *i 
Cooper rivers. Cannon were mounted at proper intervaW 
across the whole extent of Charleston hCcffc. . Tiie " H^liA**^ 

the 



Digitized 



by Google 



4t^' .«CT» J AJiBKICAlf REVOLOTieUr 

^<hc >4dmty were stHB«ioacS to th« defence <>f the place • antf 
they geserally^ob^y^d. Giener^i Moultrie's retreating army> 
f^verapr Rutteqge's fliilitia from Orangeburgh, and thedetach- 
m^nt of^cboseii continental troops under colonel Harris, which 
laarchcd. neair ^fbrty milesa day f<ar fourdciya successiveiy, ali 
reached Charleston. on the '9th and 10th of .May. * - • . 
^.n(May ll-.J Nin^ hundred of this Brttisb army,' thdr main body 
^^^ hpggatge being leftan;tlie sotjth side x)f Ashley, river, crossed 
l^^-fepry, and «®Qn appeared before the town. The same day 
§fiyint Pulaski^s legionary corps of iufantty crossed Cooper river 
4k^ Chayle€tQnv They had scarcely arrived two houi^ whea ha 
^djSOjof them out of the lines, and stationed them- in a valley 
jb^hiod a sfmall breast-work, witii the view of drawing the Britisk 
in^ an ambuscade.- He advanced a mile beyond his infantry^ 
AiEkd joif^ a party of X^gujar horse* ami mounted militii^ volun- 
<(i^s, and with thi^fopce.fngaged the British cavalry for a Wiiile^ 
ftnd : then retreated -iQ his infantry^ who from an eagerness t^ 
cngage.had^quitted their breast-work,, ^nd So rendered abortive 
ft^ .^adyaotag^^s of the intended ambuscade, and werobys*^ 
fi^iofiil limbos compelled to retreat. Palaski, however, hy 
^fC9veriiigth€,gre>ate^^intrepi4ityy and by successful personal 
j«!nc^unters ,wil^ i^dtividuals qi the British cavalry, hsk » con>. 
fiderabie in^uenceia dispelling the general panic, and in intro^- 
^^ciflgimilitary sentiments into the minds of tlie <?il43en»« -Ma- 
jor Huger,^ distinguished officer, virhil,e commaodiflg a party 
«?ithput the lin^c.^, was killed at nighty through .mietake^ hjr his 
4?pumrym.en* ThatthetoVv.n might not be carried by stii^priseor ' 
» sudden assault, tar barrels were lighted up in fi-eni of the works* 
|4s. deiisn^e rested on the exertion^ .- of ^300 men^ Ihe-grcater 
part iofwhorn were ^ militia, wholly iiiiacq.uainted with military 
pp^rationg. > Ge»eral Lincoln was m^rcl^ng witl> all expedition 
ibr its -relief, but his timely arrival was dubious, ^nd Hievcnsi* 
extr^niely hazardous j a pi'oposition was therefore iTaade by- tl^e 
oi^ilr authprity to g.en. Prevost — '' That South-Garolina wotilci 
lienis^ifi in-a state of neutra^lity till the ck>se of the war, andtheiik 
follow the fjfcte of it$ neighbors,, on condition the royalarniy- 
PHHiIdjwithdww." The British commander rejected this adr 
vaats^g^Q^s offer^ alledging that he did not come in a legislatne 
fapacity V and insisted, " ttiat as the ganison was in ai^ms, they 
should surrender prisoners of war." Upon this they picpared 
^r> sustaining an imoiediatc assault, but Prevost, tearing^ the 
CQfispiqucnces, declined making it. Some days after,, -be tooit 
|UR ^s^pre^s coming froxn Lincoln j upon i;eadingit,and discover*^ 
img tiie. movements and intentions of the latter, he cried out 
lb>H4i.ti*t he expected to be between two fires, and precipitate- 
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fy quitted his groan^, re-crossed AsWey ritter, and to mmA Ii» 
^oln^s army, now in his rear, 6!edoff from the maio land to-die 
island on tlie searcoast. Both arnries encamped within SOmties 
of Charleston, watching e^h other's motions tiil the .20th ot 
Jane, when apart of tlig Bi'itish army entrenched : at Stono far- 
ry, was attacked. By a pre-concerted plan, a feint was to hare 
been made from James-Island, with a body of militia fi-oin 
Charleston, at the moment when gen. Lincoln began the attack: 
from the main ; but from mismanagement they did not veax^ 
tlieir place of destination tiil several hours after tlie^actKnu Tine 
American. arniy consisted of about 1200 men, only- half eonti* 
nentals, who were ported on the left, while tlie North andSooth*- 
Carolina- militia occupied the right. ,Col. Malmcdy ted acarps 
pf ligiit-infantry on the right, and lieiut, col^.Henderaon oo the 
left. The Virginia militia and thecayalry formed a corps «fre^ 
serve. . The British force consisted pf 6 i>i^, 700 naea. Tbey 
had redoubts, with a, line of communic4tiop, ajid ficld-pkes ad« 
vantagcously posted inthe intervals., and the, whole secured witk 
^nabaus. That they might be h^vas8<^> pr lulled J^jto securily,, 
they were alarmed by small paitiesjor several nights. preecdiji|f 
the action. When the attach was njade, two companies of tte 
71st regimcpt salHed out to support the pickets*. :H«nde]»aat 
ordered his light-infantry to charge them, o/i which they- in* 
stantly retreated ; only nine of them got safe witliin their lined; 
All the men at the British field-pieces between their redoubts^ 
were ^ither killed of wounded^ I'he. att^k, was continued foF 
an hour and twenty minutes, and the assailants had manifest^ 
the advantage ; but tlie appearance of a reinforcement, .to pro* 
vent which the feint from James-Island was intended, made a 
reticat necessary. The whole. garrison salUed^oat on the Amc* 
i;icans; their light troops, however, so effectually retailed tb© 
British, that tliey not only retreated with regularity, but brought 
off their \yQprided with safety. Lincoln lost in killed .antt 
wounde.d, 146, beside 155 rnissing. Tlus attack acceleraietL 
the retreat of the enemy, who widi great assiduity amjliatigu^ 
passed over from island to island, until thcj anived at Beaiiilbil^ 
from w^hence they had an ope ii and free com.munLcatioa^wiiAi 
Georgia by water, whither most, of them went> lea;v»g a^soft^ 
cient gairi3on under colonel Maitland. 

This incursion into South<^arolin^ added much. to tfae^pvcal^ 
of the officers, soldiers and followers of the camp^-^afi.d sliU' 
more to tlie distresses of tliejnhabitant3.r The uegrpes, aUiHSid* 
with hopes of freedom, repaired in great numbers to^.4he mf 9 t 
army ; and to recommend themselves to their ;iew m^il^s^Sy^m^ 
^pvered where, their owners had. ^^OAcealed t^^ mSBVtf^ 
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JlJsiHpT^o«fcd»thatth&Brit»fe carried bat of the state about SOBio 
iBiaVeSy maay of whom wene shipped off and sold in the West- 
Indfes; bur the inhabitants tot upward of 4000, each worthy 
^^nan ar-erage, aboaf £fty-l5ix pounds sterling. Several hun- 
dreds. ©f them died' of thef camp fever; and numbers laboring 
«nder dkeascs and afraid to return home, perished in the woods. 
sTha rayal army also plundered the planters of several rice bar- 
.»els 'fuH of phiie: They spread over a considerable extent of 
^otmiijy, and small parties visited -every house, stripping it of 
a^hatever was most-valuaWe, and rifling the inhabitants of their 
0ioney, xings, jewels and other personal ornaniients ; and yet 
what was destroyed by the .so Idlers was supposed to be of more 
"<?alac thati what they carried oiF. The devastations committed 
4>y Ihem were saenormous, as that a particular relation of them 
would statcely. be' credited by people at a distance, though the 
same would be-attestedhy hundreds of eye-witnesses. It will 
Jbe nearly as difficult to credit another species of depredatioa 
jwhicli- certain Americans have conatnitted upon general Wash- 
faigttm^s profperty. ' His debtors have been discharging in "paper 
fcurlrmircy (attte ratfe of a shilling in the pound, thjrough the 
•fepreciatiojn) btfnds which ought to have been paid him, and 
yl»o4iW have been realized before he left Virginia, but for hisia^ 
dulgeiftce. Seven thousand pounds sterling would not compen- 
sate. tlic losses he might have avoided by remaining at home 
«nd attending a little to his own concerns, A^as ! what is virtue 
come t<>l What a misecable change has four years prodjuced in 
the/ temper and disposition of many of the sons of America! 
italni©st surpasses behef. 

/ sir fJeory Clinton dispatched Sir Gemge Collier and general 
Matthews, with about 2000 men, beside 500 marines, to make a 
^descent upon Virginia, l*hey sailed for Pbrlsmoutli, and upoji 
their airival landed the troops at a distance • then marched an4 
took immediate possession of the town [May 10.] which was de- 
ibncelcss;' The remains of Norfolk, on the opposite side of the 
river, fefU of course into tlieir hands. On the approach of thq 
ileet aad army the Americans burnt several vessels ; others vverq 
'i^Ved and.possessed by the British, The guards were pushed for^ 
WHArd- 18'miles by night, to Suffalk, where they arrived by day- 
Jight, and proceeded to destroy a magazine, of 
irtiet wkhvthe vessels and naval stores found th( 
Atruction was carried on atfvemp's landing, C 
<&r<eek^'andother places inthat quarter ; nor we 
tftHied 'vessels less* active br successful in their se 
-4brti*ight#t^t the fleet and army continued upon 
tf i fittigto ie^icans was prodigious. Abov^ 1 W vej 
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eluding some privateers and 'ships of 'force, ^cre 5c^tr6ye<ldr U* 
ken by them ; j7 prizes were brought away, beside 3000 hogf* 
teads of tobacCQ, which fell into theii* possession atToitsmtetlH 
Except the house of a widow and the church, they-bttrot^evbr^ 
iiovise in Suffolk; and all the principal houses of getttl^mro^a 
their route, shared the same rate. The Virginia -assemWy wh 
solved, *' that the governor be required to remonstrate to ,thc' 
British commander against such a ccuel and tmpfWedcirted hiato* 
jaer of waging war^ not authorized by any civilized "Batiotj j b^ 
a sufficieat military force to back it, was wanting,- ' The fe«t 
and army, with their prizes and booty, arrived safe at Newi 
York before the expiration ^f thetnonth. 'The troops wer* 
joined to otliers going up the North-River to attack the ^posts^of 
Stony-point and Verplank, ^Vhere the Americans hadTCguh H 
coiistruct strong works, for keeping the lower c^mimuiicatioa 
ipen between the eastern and southern states. -Gdn. Vaughaa 
landed with the greater part Oil the east side ; while the remainl 
der, accompanied by SirH. Clinton, advanced further op, laadi 
cd.o^ the west side, atid took possesion of Stony-»pmat witM 
out opposition. Directly ojpposite, the Americans had ^6m* 
jpletely finished a strong fort, which was defended by four-i«eo* 
«f artillery and a garrison of about 70 men.- But it- was. co^ 
jiianded'by Stony-point,, ttf the summit of whose tock^ cafmoft 
and mortals were dragged up during tire night. - fij five in the 
morning a "battery wa^ opened, Vrhich pO'ured a storm rf fet 
ovcr^ the fort; While Vaughan with his division, triafeing 4 
long circuit tbr6ugh the hills, arrived arid closely invested k b^r 
land, 'f he , garrison finding' themselves' totally overpoweredi 
surrendered prisoners of war. ' Sir' H.' Clinton moving hts main 
body up die Noftli-Rivef, occasioned the American -anny^ 
moving from their encampment at Middle-Brook,, toward Wtsfc^ 
point, for which they were in no small apprehension, the gan. 
rison being, few, and th€ fort not "completed. Sir H. Clintoa 
gave immediate direction/or perfecting the works of hoth posta^ 
and particularly for putting Stony-point in the strongest state of 
defence ; for their better support, and with a view to fotthet 
operations, he encamped his ariliy at Phrtipsburgh, about batf 
way down the river to New-Y()rk island. By the loss^f Ae«9t 
posts, the Jersey people were obliged to make a trirctiftirf Ao^ 
ninety miles through the mountiUns, to cwnmunicate' with: the 
states east of HudsonVRiver. 

We must here suspend our account of the operations aitdetf 
the direction of Sir Henrys and attend to very diflSsrent expe^ 
.^tions,, ■ - .' . '-_,., 1 »i 
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^-One im oriereA to beiset onfocJt by Ucut governor Hajnil^ 
Ifin of -.Detroit, who was to be joined in the spring of this ycat 
by t|*a iHHttlrcd Indians from Michijiavainoi, and 500" Chero* 
t«€*.aiidChicka»aws, and othernatioBS ; these were to penetrate 
iiplbe.O'hio to Fort Pitt, sweeping TK^entucky on their vv;ay, Kav 
Ifingiigl^t bra&s cannon for it'^e purposed He was to i>e joined by 
all/ the indian$, that could be procured"^ and had no 4oubt oj" 
fsMfckigl^ all West. Augusta. *T>estruc'lian froni evefy quarter 
♦earae^to bovecaver. the Virginia imck settlers. Col. Cl^rki 
Jwdfring^that Hamilton (who l^ad taken post at' St. Vincent 6ft 
ike I5tik o& test Etecember, and had foitifiedtlie same tobe rcai 
dy for and favor the expedition) had weakened himself by sendl 
ing .away -his Indians against tlie frontiers, formed the desperate 
jses^lutioQ ©£ attacking,hiiio^ as the only probable expedient fot 
paving, the -country,. After m^y, difiieultics he arrived [FeK 
^3.]. unexpej:tedly to the enemy, and made an assault. Thf 
#owi> imaiediateiy surrendelxxd^ ind assisted in'the siege ofihe 
iprt.. The «QXt day, Hamilton in the evening, agreed to Surrefni 
|ier<h€ gafiisijn prisoners of war,, in ail 7^, with considerable 
stores. < Ijiaike had. matched across- the country with only YSb 
p^e^i, beipg all .he. could raise; He Was l6 days on bis route: 
Jferoughtl^ inclemency of the season, drowned lands, &c.-— ^ . 
AVhUe. engaged with Hamilton, an Indian party, who had been 
io w-^r,-mtiiroed,kftowing.notlungof him and his- men ;' Clark* 
fent^ number^tQ ^e them battle^' took ninfe of them, aid re^ 
leased two prisoners. Hearing of a. convoy of provisions ari4 
gaodsoji their w^y from Detroit, he detached a party df%0 mei^ 
iaarmed boats, which met them before tiiey got intelligence of 
JlijBir dang^ 40'*Jeagues up the river, and made a prize of th^ 
whoie, taking 4a prisoners, and about £AX)fiOQ worth of gdodi 
#ad previsions.- By Clarke's attacking^ Hamilton, the Intended 
l>Xf>editioa ofthe enemy was ruined. The colonel o'n' his rettfttt 
tpansmitt^d to the Virginia council, letters and papers relating ti 
iieut. gov. Hamilton^ Philip Dejain, justicfe of peaceYofDetrbiti^. 
I^nd William Lam^^ie, capt. of vol unteei^s,. whom hfe'had mad*: 
f)ri8oneWiof warjathe Uhnbiscountiy^ • , . 

y U«n^ 16.] The board proceeded to consider them i ^nd 
|#und that Han*ilton had incited i)ie Iridiahs to perpetrate th^'it 
^cci>stomed cruelties on the citizens of the United States^ — had 
:Attl>e tim^ of hiscaptivity, sent considerable; detachments of Inl- 
duuvs against the hrontiers, and had, actually appdintcd a greal 
t^/iiiit^f them to meet him, and concert the operations of (hi 
fH*i.senJ;C^u)p2ngn-r-and that he gave standing rewards for scalps. 
ii also appeared to tlicm, that Dejaih was, on all occasions, thi 
wiiikK ^^^ cordial instruinciii of Hamiiion ; and that Laxno!l>k 
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W2IP attain of thq Volunteer- scalpiog partly ofiai^n^ismti^ 
iprfutes. They tlierefore^ resolved to advise the gavemor, tbafcH 
they should be put in irons, confined in the dungeon of the -pubr^.v 
He jail, debarre4 the use of pen, ink and pfiper, and excluded 
all converse, except with their keeper^ being considered .as.fiti^ib*: ; 
jects on which to begin the work of retaliatiop. Th€, gov^rmoir.s 
gave orders accordingly. .. //. 

f April 19.] Colonel Goose Van Schaipk learch^ fowi*^ 
Fort Scuyler toward Ohondaga on lyajce .OnUifJO, which l>e,^-r- 
«troyed vvith alarge quantity of grain, cattle, horses, ^ui»s and - 
ainiiuinition, except soch as l>e could conveniently bring off '^»*' * 
Twelve Indians, mostly warriors, were killed, and 34' made prj«" 
soners, tl^e rest lEled to the woods. This expedition vras pcr-^-, 
formed in about five idays and a. half, (the. diSrtance gGing.^ii.d' 
leturning one hundred and eigbty mUes) and without the lossofi : 
U single man. - 

The British generals were divided upon the subject, whetbeft.: 
or no to cairy Ort a predatory war^gainstthe Americans. Tfaey^ . 
sent home, and submitted it. to the ministry, whPvde^^rniiD^-jai ^ 
favor of waste and rapine* After which, Mr- Arthur Le^' ImH* * 
warded to gov. Trumbull and the committee fpr.foteignsffi^iajb/ 
letters dated Paxisy April 6^ 1719, ipentioning — ** I iii^v^ xMv 
ccived intelligence, that it. is determined in.the Briti^ cali-: 
net, to send overimmedJate orders to New- York for an expedi-*5. 
tidn throi^ghjthe Spunc) up Connecticut river- The enemy are .. 
to' land at Weathersfield,,and proceed by land to New-Havea 
bay, ^here they are to -embark, after having plundered v bwnt^ 
and destroyed.all in their way.". A memfeef of the comnaitteof^ 
wrote to his correspondent, on the 16th of July, f' Arthur Leel 
had intelligence, on the 6tli of April,, of the design upon Fa£*v- 
field, Vut contrary winds and captures of bis originals, have pm** . 
vented our getting seasonable, vrarnbg/' Sir H. Clinton,. having 
received the ministerial instructions, proceeded in conformity .ta., 
the'spirit of tbemj'only varying circumstances so far as tiia£rc>f. 
quired^ Sir George Collier, with the necessary ships of i«ac 
and transports, and, gov. Try on at the hejid of 2600 landfoice^. 
' seconded by gen. Garth-, were appointed to the predatory expe-t" 
dition. While in the Sound, the commanders joinedin ^q addma^- 
to the inhabitants of Connecticut, which tliey -signed on tbe4tk* 
of July. In that they invited and urged them to return to theii: 
duty and allegiance : and promised all, remaining pjeaceably ,i» 
their usuaLplacc of residence, protection in person and.propef^i 
ty, exceptizig the civil and military officers <k the governai^fitii-. 
biit threatened those who slighted the warding. Tbe ad4ce$$^9r;^f 
merely farcical, for instead Ofkavirig thon U>c(i3^t^^4^mA4^/^ 

. UpOJi 
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uftfmtkrinvinti&n, as they '^t^A it, tHey employed' forcebefo^ J, 
Xi^ptOfiQ had time to consult each other after the invitatioti: 'I 
was received. ' 

^ i[j4j|y ^] The troops wel'e* landed earJy on M6nday morn-} ' 
iag,-those littder Tryon at East-Haven, and those under Gartb - 
ati'Wi^t-Havert. The last marched for New-Haven, which 
they entered between twejveandonc, after being much harrass- 
eian^^iited 0#i their wajr by the militia, and others wiio join* , 
ed^theim The town was deUvered up to promiscuous plunder, 
a few instainces of protection* excepted. Whigs' and tories, in- 
discritnitwiteiy, though not universally, had their radney, plate, 
rings aivd- other articles taken from them ^ and much of their fur- 
nitufe, whfioh could not he carried off, was wantonly destroyed ; 
— ^tlthe West-India- goods and provisions were served t?lie same, 
lasucb scenes of confusion, individuals could not escape pTcrson- 
al abuse. The militia were .collecting in such a mujiner, an^ ' 
the soldiers had got So disordered by liquor, that the next morn-. '.: 
ing the troops made a sudden retreat, Without tarrying to execute 
the ©rigirtal dasigrt of burning the to.wti, or even to hre a singly 
hftftse in it. -When they had provided for tlieir oWn safety, they 
VftHtured "to burn some stores on the long wharf. At East-Ha- 
Wtt;. Whet'e Tryoh commanded in person, several houses were 
btttnt, the cattle were also wantonly killed in the adjoining fields. 
By tiie afternoon,, the militia became so numerous, an4 crowded 
so close upon him, that he retreated on boai*d tlie Secf, whicli ia 
the^evening sailed for Fairfield [July 7.] There the'troop&,jLajid- ; 
ed' about three o*c!ock on Wednesday aftetnooa. As they au- , 
chm^d oft the town in the morning, thfe militia had some little '"^ 
time for collecting. Gov. Tryon sent by a flag to col. Whiting, 
who commanded them, tlie address ; and gave him an hour's 
time to consider and to answer, so as to save the town. Tlit 
colonel replied in behalf of the Connecticut inhabitants, "I'he, 
flames have now preceded their answer to your fla^, and tixejr ; 
will persist to oppose to the utmost, that power which is exerted 
agaifist injured innocence ; " dated'7th July sun-set. That aaight 
and'thc next morning, they plundered and laid the town in ashes, '[ 
burning tlie meeting-house, episcopal church, and the buildings 
lit general, to the^ compass of two miles round, so as to rcrich ^ 
Green-farms, though not Greenfield. On the Thursday they 
retreated to their shipping, the milithi becoming more numerous 
than at New-Haven. -They crossed the Sound to the shore of.. 
L^ng*Is)and ; and froin thence sailed afterward to Norvvalk, . 
whose fate- Was -similar to that, of Fairfield. The numbers kiU . 
2e<J mwl wounded on ^ach side during these ravages were in« 
coDsiderahte. But the conflagration hst stands thus — burnt at 
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JlDrw^lk 2 houses of pdbHc worthip, SO fiwefiiifg lK)«s«»^|p# 
barns, 22 stores, 17 shops, -4 rtiilb and 5 vessels'^at ¥sarfeldi^ 
houses of public worship, S^ dwellfng houses, 55 barns, M ^ttlMSi 
and 15 shops — at Greeit-farrms 1 house of WO^Ip, l^d^4«Uii3^ 
hooses, 1 1 bam& and several st6res»-^eside Che MJO¥^s:^iii^att^ 
Kc w-Ha veil and the housbs at East-Havett. -Tbi^ ^rev^lfe^ihfi^ 
wanity of my countrymen, will ftot relteb th«^ deprtd4^«3^iK 
tiieir genuine appearance, the accounts therefd^e trafc^mtttfcd ^ 
published, rauSt be dressed up soas to matke thebi ^i^AfetaWe-frttft 
the puWic ; but be assured, that the burnings were de^t^d; ad* 
without suffici^t provocation,, both as t6 private^^fi* pufelWF 
buildings ; some of the latter, and many of the ittmery^i^ifb^V^ 
rriy knowledge ttoi near to, but -even at acorisiderabte ifelafid^ 
^om other edifices. That gen. Tryort was ne^ averse 4»^€to§dgiii# 
in such a service as Lee mentioned tb« cabinet to h«vie4«tfert«Sl^ 
ed upon, is inferi^ed from the animosity he^fi'to thos^^lWid^f* 
attached to the American cause He was howev^^Btdpped^^^tli^ 
M further progress, by an order fronl Sir H. Clinton fof th^ fe^ 
turn of the fleet and troops. • Sdn[ie.rcalor*:«pecf#dtiioV^«feflt 
fti the American army might produce such am order. ' • ■^*' ^^ 
- No sooner did gcri. Washington ob^erv^ how Sir g^ di l TOt 
fead Srengthened the posts of Stony- point and^^ Vetptsilifcj - flritf UA 
entettalned the design of attacking them. Toward tHe-ehd^^ 
June, he ordered, that a trusty intelligent persdn shou4d bcJ^fti-i 
ployed to go Irftothe works of the first ; and on the Sth ^i'}^\f0 
fce^was informed by a deserter, that there wasasartdy b€iK:fi,-&lf 
the south' side of it i^inning along the flank of th* works;" ahd 4rt^ 
fy obstructfeci by a slight abatis, which might aSbrd an ^asjK^to* 
safe approach to a body of troops. He formed |)}d«s fbNi^td&4, 
ing both posts at tlie sasme instant ; the execotiont "^ whfeff 
were intrusted *with gen. Wayne and gen. Hbwfe. > iMTik^ 
Massachusetts light infantry marched from West-point «ndeif 
Keut. eol. Hull, in the morning of tiie 15th, and joined Wayii;* 
at Sandy-beacfe, 14 miles from ^tony-point. The genaegj JaoV^ 
cd off the ground at twelve o'clock. The roads being c^iectf** 
ingjy bad and rtarrow, and the tiopps having' to p^tste ovfeplilgtt^ 
mountains, through difficult defilesr and deep moraSses; were^bli*^ 
ged to mOvd in single files the greatest part of the w^v-'Thfei? 
and the great he^t of the day, occasioned much delay, ^tert tt 1«W*> 
eight in th^e evebing before the van arrived within a miteinliall^ 
ofthe enemy, >;^^here the men formed into columns, and rehmku*' 
ed till severalof the principal officers, with gen. Wayne^ retili*!^ 
ed from reconnoitring the work^. At half after eleven b^^^f^ 
the whole moved forve^ard, the van ofthe right consistiflg^^w- 
volunteers, under lieut.' col. Fkruxy^the ^n of the^fcfto^«slilft^ 
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iif^^^^^^^wJ*^^^^^^?'*"^^ St«:arart^ each >«rith :wiiloa4« 
^fimt»kj?l5 ^wd $xed bayoBetSy preceded by a brave and deter,* 
mmd ^ffieeiv with tweoty picked men, ii> remove ti\c ^batii 
ipid l^lherobs^uciiona. The last;, and the o^v^rflovrmg of the 
fK)r*s9 infroat l?y the tide,_pr^ve.n ted the ^sault'scanpmencing 
^l.abeU»,\20^gMnutes after tw^Jve, [July i6.]. Previous v to it^ 
W^oe^piaced I^mseif at the head of the right coluinn, and 
girt^be tropps tlie most poirited orders not Xo foi^ on any acf. 
«ft^i^j3Ut,j^ii:e their. wJiole dependence on tl>c bayonet, which 
^dcr v/as faithfully obeyed. Such wa^ the, afdor of the troops^ 
Ifeat In tixG face of a,mQ3t treipendou3^nd incessant fire of mus- 
Jlfitxy,- and froiti cajmon loaded with grape-shot, they. forced 
^;bfikway,, at the point af the bayonet, through eveiy obstacle^ 
?jHi:ii^AQaJumasjiiei;iatlie centre of the enemy's worHs near?.. 
I^al U^Q.-saiXie instant. Fieury jstruck their standard with hi& 
^i^iiirhand^ Np^wkbstanding tlic pravocations given by the piuni- 
45W3lig^ wd W^raings at N^w-Haven, East-Haven, Jairfield and 
Gff en-fa^m^ of whiah thejy hadheard, suclx was^theJiumanity 
f£rt^.:<?a»tiacntal soldiers, th^tthey scprned to take tht. Uves 
of the foe calling for j-nercy,. 30 .that t))ere wjere but Jew of the 
tUfispy killed up^n the occasion* .Greajt. is Xho triun:iph of the 
4l>l?«y^ans upon the. success. 0/. tliis enterprise*;, and justly, io^ 
%wapid ha^e done honor tiO tlie most vetcyan troops^. Wayne 
faad but 15. killed and 83 w^t>uaded,, not above ao.of whom wilj 
IjO finally iost. to the service* The.generaUiiniself receiived ^ 
^ht lyound in. the head vyith a musket-ball ;.Jbut it did ncft^pre-^' 
^Kfeni l)m-going.aQ with^ tjie. troops ;►. and he isnoi iDcluiled in th^ 
Waunded^ Thejenemy had only 63 killed*, Licutenant-coloneii 
fchOstOB, who. commanded th^ fort^ with otlier officers and.pri- 
^^ea, amounting to 543^ were made prisoners. 
-.The attack apoa Verplank, entrusted with gen, Howe, mis^ 
<^^ied partly tlirougli delays occasioned by high winds, vphich 
Wjsvented the timely transportation of artillery ; but chiefly 
%ough the troops neglecting to take axes witii tnem. 'I'he eno- 
>GqF, 4^n th^ir approach^ broke down all the bridges,, and tjjere- 
^^.ttt off the communication by land. Before Howe could re- 
vive the mean^^for construcfing temporary bridges, SirH. Clin- 
tp^,fl3arched up ti^oops enough to save the place. Gen. Wash-r 
is^ton n4t J^ing in sufficient force to hold possession of Stony- 
RWnt» jde^lvjed upo» th^.reniovalaf the cannon and stores, and 
^^A4be^destnictiQn.o;f the. works, which were accomplished 
^i& all disp^ch. Ahoi^t a weekbeforev a certain officer, wliose 

Sy^ gay/e,h^ini.,tbe opportunity of catcliing deserters from the 
p^ericaa «3imp; Wa3 $Q oncagcd at .their being very numerous^ 
t^.^^'illfi^imied.tlie^ezi^U^Jp^j^^m cutoff the head of the 
's. ^ ^' " ■ ^ next' 
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next that fell into his hands ; the |;eneral wrote imrn«lia»dyy 
and prohibited such execution ; but it had taken pkce before the 
letter was received, and the head was forwarded to general 
Washington. He was shocked atreceivipip it, and also greatly 
alarmed from an apprehension of its exciting a genera} dfagust 
and uneasiness among the people at large, should it be known. 
Express orders were given to the officer to conduct iiimseif pro. 
pcrly for the future. His rashness was afterward atoned for in 
^ measure, by his contributing much to the success of the enter- 
•prise against Stony -point. 

[July 26.] Congress unanimously resolved uport thaiiks to 
gen. Washington, for the vigilance, wisdom and magnanimity 
with which he had conducted the military operations of the states, 
and manifested particularly in his orders for the above enterprise. 
They also thanked gen. Wayne for his brave, prudent and S!t>ldi- 
crly condiCKrt, in his spirited and well conducted attack. They 
highly commended the coolness, discipline and firm intrepidity 
of the officers and soldiers. They took proper notice of lieut. 
col, Fieury and major Stewart; and warmly applauded lieut. 
Gibbons and lieut. Knox, who led on the forloim hope and pre» 
ceded the vans of the two columns, and gave to each a brevet of 
captain. They further resolved, that a medal, emblematieal oi 
the action be struck, and that one of gold be presented to geo. 
Wayne, and a silver one to both Fleury and Stewart; and that 
the value of the military stores taken, be ascertained and di- 
vided among the troops by whom Stony-point was reduced. 

Being brought to mention congress, let me detail some of 
their forther proceedings. 

The first commissary-general, col. Joseph Trumbull, i$^'no 
more ; his decease has been thought to have been brought on by 
the proceedings of congress relative to him — they however re- 
solved [March 30.] that with great care, industry, labor S'nd 
attention, he* instituted a plan by which the army, during bis 
continuance rn office, was amply supplied, with much oecooomy 
and to general" satisfaction ; and that certain allowances shouW 
IdC made for the benefit of his legal representatives. They re- 
solved [April 20.] " That suspicions and animosities have arisea 
among the late and present commissionei's, namely. Dr. Frank- 
lin, Mr. Silas Deane, Mr. Arthur Lee, Mr. RaJph Izard, and 
Mr. WiUiam Lee, highly. prejudicial to the honor and interest 
of the United States. It was resolved [April 27.] that the pre- 
sident inform the commander in chief, that if he vrants specie 
for secret services, he may draw to tlie* amount of gOOOguigeai 
upon the treasurer, who will pay tlie same. Bills prepared bjr 
^le committee. of the. treasury ondoct^y: Franklin, in favor <^ 

the 
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Jtliecoittmittce of commeroc, for the sum of 360,OQD livers tour* 
^Hois, for the purpose of importing military stores, were ofdcxed 
to be signed by the president ; and it was resolved^ [June 10.] 
. *^ That Lhe faith of tlie Unitecf States be pledged to make good 
'^.any coatractor engagement which shall be entered into by their 
.minister plenipclentiary at the court of France, for procuring 
..nipney or credit to enable him to hpn^r the said bills, and pro- 
vide for thoir punctual discharge." The next day it was agreed 
'.to borrow twenty millions of continental doHars, at an interest 
.. . of six per cieiit per annum. Tliree d^ys after, it was resolved 
. .oipon the report of a.committec, ** That congress- aic satisfied 
with the conduct of doctor John Morgan, white acting as Hi- 
rector^general and physician in chief, in the general hospitals of 
,the United States ; and that this resolution be published." [June 
.' l^.J Congress in a letter of congratulation to his most Christian 
^ ^jnyesty on the birth of a princess, say among other things— 
. *' Permit us to request the favor of your majesty to oblige us 
with portraits Qf yourself and royal consort, that by icing p^ed 
ia pUr council chamber the representatives of these states iBay 
,JaiIy h^ve befgre their eyes the first royal friends and patrpn& of 
^^ their caus.e/*^ They in another letter request his majesty to fur- 
iiish them with the necessary supplies of arms, ammunition and 
/.clothing, the lestimate of which their minister was to lay' befoi-e 
Miim, an^ they pledged tlie faith of the states fortlie Repayment 
" with interest, of whatever sums m4y be advanced ior the p^r- 
. pose, as soon as the restoration of peace shall enable thjen^ 

[July 12.] The minister of France had a conference with 
congress in a committee of the whole. He. introduced the con- 
^^ .fbreqce by' staying, that he had. received some dispatches from 
^ his court, which he was ordered to communicate to congress, 
.feut that he expected no answer ;— that though it was not the 
.•iisual practice to offercommunications of this nature in writing, 
.yet as it, had been intimated to him by the president, that this 
mode would be most agreeable to congress, he had committed 
the heads of them to paper, not as a memorial, but merely /or 
. the assistance of the. memory, in a form to which the term^ of 
^ iddstaiumhgendi is appropriated by the usage of the coOits of 
' JEuyope; — that in reading tbc, said paper, be would tafce^thc li- 
berty of making some explanations and reflections* 
- Adsialum legendi delivered by the minister plenipotentiary. 

1. The king has approved all the overtures that were made 

by his minister plenipotentiary to the honorable congress, re- 

* spoctii^the affairs of Mr. dc Beaumarchais^i therefore a. line 

"Ouglit to be drawn between tli^ stores which this, gentleman has 

l?e?a permitted to take out of the royal magazines, for wbich^hei 

Vol, II. • K 3 has 
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iias constituted hitoself dehttn to the tfepaitmeiit^. i«tt»5 md 
fac twee IV those articles which the same gentk^maa b^farou^m 
tLe way of common trade, for the 4ase ^ the United^SCaiCeS. ^ 

2. A hiflt having been given to the Tftimstcr pleotpotmtkry^ 
that coagress desire to recruit thek ships in -Frattce^ firdm:^ 
English prisoners tlierc, the court in. consequence of thisreprtU 
SCTtation, is willing to facilitate this mode x>frecruitmj|:sea4mit< 

3. The king arS qainistry were extremely pleased f>ith -ttifie 
resolution congre^ has taken to maiatain^Uy one mmsti^ii^i^^ 
Bipotentiary at their courts as wellaswith the epoclostve ai^oiiiC*' 
ment of so steady ai)d honest a. man, and so ^in and solid a 
patriot as doctor Franklin. : : : >i 

4. Thecoi^ess has given a very greatsatisfactioiito-the-eoart 
of France, by the convenient and spirited step which was take* 
to disavow a certain iU grounded ana pernicious doctrim^iidating 
to the mutual obligation of the allies^to conclude n0 ^mx oi 
ixeace without the knowledge ^ad. consent of eadiother^ Tlvtf 
>couit of France i&of opinion^ that .this doctiini couJd oni]t«b% 
n^intained. by'4:hose men whose aun-would l)e (p 'se^ by^ny 
laneans, to weaken t];)e ties of the aliiance, aad to create di9guit 
^nddiSdeikcetetweeatheaUies^. ^ , .. . . . ,i ,x- 

/.5v This^ court has received widi sorae ^rptise/ the ifttelttt 
^encft that congress has . published . the treaties concluded widi 
lier, without the previous knowledge and consent of the intevi. 
^sted party. Itn not to be 4efluedr that s^h^paroceedings is^Hit 
littl*e(«eoosisteat with reason, and wkh the gsnccal practice of 
courts and nations; nevertheless;, thisr observation involves not 
any kind, of reproach, 4>ut the king^ thinks that so^nofate 
;aad so gen^ous a sys^tem ^f politics could not but produce dd^^ 
sir able effec;t$ by its publicarion* r - . : -. 

: 6a The;inteHigence that in the first months of last wiotef, 
there were no adequate preparations made in America tawatd^ 
vigorous and sue^^essf^ campaign^ was received at Versailles 
Kith all the concern wiiich the dangers of the United States aoi 
tlie prolongation 4>f ^e present contest can create in thecM* 
friendly mind. The ^^utt of France i6 fiiHy ofopimiNi^ tbat 
Ihe exertions of the .United States am O0€essary to' bn^ ibit 
common. ene«iy to a propei: fieose of. aU the^ disappointmettl^ 
which he shall meet with. A 

•7. Tliis coi^t being very desirous^to acquaint cwigBefs exactly 
mltii tbq state of afeirs relating to the common cause,' would 
»Qt delay toiqform this honorable body, that the coittt«of Lon^ 
don,, showing on one^ide 4ispo^tion% to a Tecondliation mth 
Franoe,„ rejects on the ^berside^ tlie very idea of a fomial ^nad 
exiigcit acknowledp[ieat o£ the independence of the Umt€4 

StateS;^ 
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States, which hb'most Cairklian majesty perseveres to hold up 
|u»4i peeiiodinMry^ml es^ntUlrconditioDv The behaviour ^fth^ 
^>fQ/^lumcaec»y^ui iht»r^Iiect>VQn<teTed a great deal n)ore:pro^ 
h^\Q Xhti conjcctuiie wbUh was eomauinicated to congress sovMi^ - 
jiai^agov:tliatther potuttrf hottor and pride of the king, of Eng- 
Iflxidii will he the gi»atie»t <obstade to the condusi4EM} of the peac^ 
upoa those explicit teri^s : a»d perhaps ^e maBoer of ovevconik^ 
»g ttm cUfficttk^r,. i^Ul o£i coocse becoit^e the most decisive m!^- 
jfictef fJhedclibei'irtiair ofeoDgrcss, whea ^ms. howorsrfjk bodjr^ 
^iMjitdQ^ecixMeto ouake peace. It ispcesupposed whatever meM0 
4«r97(«^£aa>y'beiut^pon». that Enghndsfaail tteat with the United 
^t^teas y^th a free peopk^ and evacoa^ iimnediatdly all the 
territories. belonging to them. . - 

The substance of what the mfidster said at the conibi^Rce/ in 
#]||ria]katiou ef the fotegoii^ arikles. ' ^ 
- i..Frott& the bills, and aecoants .with- whicheongi^s have^bceM 
iumiftfaed by 'Mje\. rfe.BeauuiaTchai^ congress would b« enabled' 
tpi distinguish those articles which were duawn £roia the loyat' 
9Aagasunes^and{thos!&w^ich be supplied in a wayoftrad^ ; fbr 
Ihose laat^ congress would without doubt ixiaketemittances to Mh 
jte Beaumarehais ia theit gwa« way, taenable him^ to perform tlv3 
contracts he had enteredinto a& a inercham, That for the format 
<r articles^ the king his master taking upon himself to be credi- 
Ipt ta the United States^ would Wait, untii- the OEmgness should. 
&id it convenient to make eompensatioo). 
, 2. Though his court had not resolved f^'Tetatikt^' upon 
the prisoner's in^^ their.hainds for injuries done tf> prisoners by 
the common' enemy ; yet for the reasons assigned, tha king. 
hi9> nuaster had assented to the proposal ; but. in. carrying thie* 
matter into exeeution, it would bn^ proper to taige^uch-pce^^ 
cautions, and to give such orders to the captains, or-c^e* 
persons employed hi the hosiness, that it might he managed^ 
with prudence. •. » • 

' 0. There is eve^y reason to believe that editress will: receive 
very, soon pcoofs o£ the confkience which hi^'couirt Wsl5 always 
wilii^igto show ta the setvantsof these states.. The personal 
charaetev of Dr. ¥ranklin will er^hle the court to act with' a 
irankaess becoming the alliance ; they wiU have no Occasifxiyitd' 
veithhodd a&y niore the secrets which may interest the Uidted 
States and the alliance. *' 

% ' 4c The king his master, after this expKcil step, telies wkh the 
lughestceiifideiKe upon the candor and feiftifulnesaroftrdngte^ 
in utiderstanding as-WeUas in executing the treaty, and ihTe*" 
jecting every arbitrary andrnvikatural ititerpretalion or constrdtti* 
ti% wJaicJi iaics, subtle or designing^men car^ contrive* CongreA 
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by their own ieelmg mustije sensible, t&(st such i&lqrpret^^ 
sadk coiistmctions ^re alway^ hurtfu]) against comoioii ^eeemr^ 
aoii (Ugntty/and may oftentimes in^aifger^mtitual -con^^emse^. 
a»d of eotttse the very existeace of a^treaty j bot ttoc den^, 6# 
congress, as manifiested in this psuticukr :^kir, gives- his^ourt^ 
th;e greatest hope, that there^shah be na foitlMBr Ai^lve4tD tihc^ 
painfal reflections which that a£uhr excited. * ^ - ^ 

5. He beg^d leave to add, that Ibis pubUcalba wteife»4 
with the ^tuation of a^its in Europe, and wts i» at osttaim i^: 
gree dtsadvantageoos to the commen eause^^;? because it^ave thl^ 
common enemy a full knowledge of our systeiaa^aad^>ur matort! 
engagements -without procuring its any reason togoessatdieip 
views and resolutions. Happily these inconyenlencies bare nctf 
been feit, and ample compensatiotrh^us beenobtained by eoimac^ 
ing the people of America, not only fliat thc4realy was^ }u^ te^ 
€qual,'m]t that the heavy task which France has t^teti^&poiiheft 
iva^ magnanimous, gratuitous^ and without reward; the wfacl« 
world was at the Scune time convince, that war^coti^oe^* suA 
ambition^ were not the object&of ^le atitasx^ siot of m^ a^ tbm 
aHies, but only the peaceabte enjoyment of the sofsereigRfijfJii 
liberty; security and independence ^of these Unked States^ anA 
thi9^co0viction gave much'honory crediC-andcon&idebatkm.tM 
the alliances + . . - . „ i 

6* On this he observed, that he had endeavored since the:; imi 
fall, by order of his oourty to impress oii every soind, Aat ^g& 
hmi Wiil never' evafcuate Ne^i¥(Hk -wilKngiy and coukl onljK 
be bi^Ugh* by proper exertions off the p^rt of Amcrka/ tO'4ihtnfc 
seriously of granting her independence. He believed thai cen^ 
gres» had adopted a system conformable to llicir es^agemeiftv 
and the situa^n of a^irs ; his court was bett^ ififorr»^ thatf 
fee was; but without reflecting on past events^ the- king^ hopes* 
his amicable apprehensions will be overcoaae by the swccess of 
theximpaign, that henceforth the United States \wll foik)W Ac 
example set them hy hisniajcsty, and that they wi^f exeirt-them^ 
selves intkei* own cause, as his majesty cjcerts bims<Sf forttheS^ 
sake and irt their cause which be has adopted^ , .• : 'U 

"l. He said, that be was authorised to tell €oiJgi?esfe. m confix 
itence, thatthis reflection is the result of the observatiOfls whicbi 
the court of Spain made upon the condiKt of EiJgtand, tli»>^boW 
her negociations of mediation: — That the British ministei^ 
seem tb be solicitous to be reconciled .with France, and to keef^ 
np Ais negociation • fliat from thence jmAiabie hopes may h0 
entertained ofthdrihternal disposition to jJeaice; butatthesamei 
time they reject with hai^htincsis the formal adknowkdg|niei*t*<J# 
the independence inserted by France and Spain;- - New ^r^er^ 

have 
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hf^mbtmt giTjm tof tbc SpOTlsIr a«>b^ad©r at Xondon^td ascer-^ 
Uifi Bsne^y^ a« possibk tfao5€ dispositions. Ih these ^jircuii*^. 
stanoe&^be king hisina^ternordoi^d him to c&namumcate tl>is i|H^: 
ftUige«ec to the United States, diat ther may if they think pro^ 
pert^ce uikJci ccwid^ration, if it would not be expedicHttor 
pvc their pleoip^tentiary instrwctions and full powers, fbuBde#' 
upon the necessity of the conjietituresy and upon the treaty of 
alliahce/ the e;!tprf sis and formal terms of which are^ thai peace' 
$baU BQt be maile without an ^expiesa or .tacit acknowledgeinent^ 
ctfrthe ^overei^itjF^rand coDsequc»tty a fortiori of the rijits iiv-* 
hcrent in sovcreigaty, as wdl^^s of the independence^f tber 
United States in raattei-s of government and cowMaierce. TW^ 
substantial alternative in an engagement, which is a mere gra- 
tuitous gift without any compensation or stipulation,^ oi^ht in- 
^>ed never to be forget in a negociation for peace. France fore- .. 
s^vrtfae exia-enie jdifficulties a. formal aiid explicit acknowledge-. 
Mient«iight meet with- She knew by her owaexpeyiencc in skni- 
iair. contest, in whjKh.^he has been deeply concerned re$peetHig*~ 
the republic of Holland, Genoa and the Swiss C^nton^, howtcH: 
McieiAsnaoTKirchsarejand how repugnant to pronounce the hu-i 
miliatijfig/www/a^ It wajronly obtained for Holland ^citly after 
Mrar oftibirty yeara, and explicitly after a resistance of seventy^ 
To this day Genoa and the Swiss Cantons have obtained.no re-'; 
Bttnciation, nor.^knowkdgment eitl>erta^it or formal froni their 
fiormer sovereigns ; but they enjoy theiir sovereignty andiadBr^ 
pcndence. onlyi vmdet the: guarantee of Franocv Jlis courtv 
^uglit itin:4>o«tant to provide, that di^cujties p£4i^ nature/ 
whidt reside.merely ifi words? skould not delay or prevent Am-' 
crka'from-efljoyiog the tlnng itseJf. From these considerationsr 
arose the very important and explicit stipulation Jn the treaty^, 
wiwhhe just now related, and which hath received the.sanctiofi; 
of the United States.. The .circumstances seem already such as 
cait for the application of the alternative, of tacit or. explicit ac-*' 
Jknp wiedgment. All these considerations therefore arc mention-* 
€aj,!thatjcaagr€ss may, if they think proper, consider whether^ 
the literal execution of the treaty, in-thjs point is not become nc^t 
c^s^ary,iand whether tl)e safety and happiness of the American 
people, as well as the essential principles of the alliance, are upt^ 
Ultimately .cQirn^ted with the resolutions Uiat may be taken. on- 
this subjects: md it remains with the prudence of congress to ex;-n 
apiine, Twiiette^'ioslr actions on some particular conditions may; 
DMi frustrate tiiepaltJlary purpose of the |reuty of alliance reia^t 
tj^fi -to a tacit acknowledgment, which the situation of affaii-s^. 
ma^j.^^uirCi ** in thus executing the orders,'* continued hc,-- 
V;'lrh»vtt received, 1 cannot omit obs^ryiiig, thjU tjai^s? ^i4Q*«.r 
:,/^., vvc»e 
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were given with the full presomption, that tf^ businessxdiich I 
fold iiefore congressin Feb. last^ woAddkave beeirsettledhUMf Jb^ 
ibre tbese dispatches^lwuld come to coy haads. Howeineisieitsit^ 
bly my court will be disappointed in hec expectatioaa^I^hidi^aHift 
i)Qthiagto the informatioa and^bseryatioDS, viUch withthesraibnii 
est zeai for the interest and honor of hotb coiintries, andby tfail 
ctuties of my office and my instructions, I found ^m^rsetf boud toi 
Oliver from time to timet to.coftgress in the coarse td thi&bttsi^ 
Bess., The apprehension of giviqg.new matter to those wiia>isn«« 
deavour to cast blame upon congress is a new motive for me ta3<a4 
main silent. I beg only to remisui this honorable.hody oftheafcHrM 
said information and reflections^ and partictilarLy of those whicli J 
bad the honor to deliver to an assemoly similar to the preflen^. & 
shall only insist on a single point which I establi^ed then oadi 
since in one of my memorials, namely the manifest and ^tikin{p 
necessity of enabling ^lakt, by the detfirminadonoEjnstnnd^not^ 
derate terms to press upon England witkhei: goodc&GCS,and^4pi 
bring her mediation toan issue, in order that we may know wheliis^ 
we are to.expect peace or war* This aftept is looked ti^oa iff £im 
n^ as immediately necessary. Itwas* tlse^proper obfcctoCitloit 
i^essage I delivered in Febnuary last, I &tahliakl(ti: theoL ^in 3i|me 
vate audience) ihe^rongfeasons which i^uke^thsUiiattfa^ania^ 
tin^, and without delay^ proper termsshoiB^ he ofieirod tohi&Caii^ 
tholii; majesty, in order to reconcile himpei^tly to^tbe Amesi^ 
can contest* I did not eonoeal, that it was to be beared ihat suijt 
condition ineoosisteot with the establishment^ the>aUidnGer 
wbick ts4he binding and; only- law of thei aitioi^ ^mdcotitam^ 
to the line of. conduct which Spain pursued in the course ofh^: 
mediation, would lead her to drop the mediation^ and prei^ei^. 
his Catholic majesty by motives of honor and friithfidness &stal 
joining in our common cause, and for completing the iat^ideik: 
triumverate^. No lo3&> no unhappy event coumbe saheavf ,«^04i' 
th»«lliesastlH«« Indeed although the Bridsh fbrc^ are already^ 
kept in check by the combined efforts of France and America^^^ 
it is nev^rthekss evident that the accession of Spain mdy 4»nr. 
give to the aHiance a decided superiority adequateter onrpqrp^- 
ses»^uid free us from th& fatal cham^e, that a^singl^ unkcieyH 
event may averturn^the balance." .^ ^ -^s 

The eomimtCee th#n taking notice of wfaai^J^mimster bai&T 
said concefnii^ a t^i asmrimccqfihe i7^lepmdenc€^4k&ie siui/o^t 
Tvquested t^ kmm bis sense tx)ncerning the manner in .whtchtt 
such tacit assuranceconld be given ; tonnrhicbi iie^ ptemiMng^ dtaof 
what he should no.w say oughtto be oomideredonly^ as^s ^»^ 
▼ale ^ntiments, replied— That the British court wouM probd>I]F> 
catdeavor. to avoid an express^ acknowledgment, by. imitatli^c 
- ' • , preccdentsfe'* a 
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| «g c gud gi >ts feat fatid ^pccurred in Europe on similar oecasiom^ 
iastauriifg in die case of tte Si^i^ Cantons, and <^ the United 
JBthxyiiKPesof Holland^ thsttiie^mode adopted in the latter case 
Jiadiiieon.for die arch^^dukes, to whom the Icing of Spain had 
traoslisrred bis , right of sovereignty, to >treat with them as free 
and independent states ; and that with respect to the Cantons; 
France had'notbeen able to ctoin more for tiidm in the treatf 
^f Mimstec, than ** a declaration that they shouW- be in pos* 
setsioicof fullliberty and exemption from the empire, and bt^ 
WBD -manner ©object- to the juri^iction therecrf;^' — 4>ul; thatia 
Ilisroptnion, the circumstances of these states, «ai)d the manner 
in wiikh they had conducted their opposition, woaid jiisdfy 
dicir expecting a more.fuli declaration. 

^fe* Gerard, by strongly urging Tcongrcss, in February, to come 
lo*»i ultimatum, that somo promising negociationsm^ht be de~ 
foyed fir obstructed, contributed toward putting the states into a 
profound sleep* They amused theimeives ivSh idle ^dreanis of 
)»eace, and hardly made any exertions for. the wan -TiU about 
tketime of the above conference, the army scatxrely received 9 
sogie recruit, tho^h a large part of it dissolved in the course of 
jlMtiwiitter andsp#kg,l>y the expiration of the term of service for 
which the tnea were engaged. Gen- Washwjgton has a pros- 
{»ect of 1000 or 1<£^00 levies, at enormoos boimties^ fbr nihe 
iBaaths, from Massachusetts and Comieictlcut, which is jdt the 
lein&rcemetit Ac expects. Inferi^jr in stren^ td the enemy* 
he Will bc'd^ie to <da little more thakf tak&<:are'<^ h!isi9elf,^aml 
guard the c<munonk:ation of the North-River* - The distressing ' 
situat«)n of publk afiairs, \ei the late president «f congress,^ Mn 
Laurens,.:^ write to liis friend*— ** July 14.] Let us iofok. around 
and^nquir^e into the state of the army, the navy, the treasury--* 
the view is truly affecting ; but what is most of ail to be depJol^ 
is, tlic torpitude of nationai virtue. Bow many men arc them 
irii4»now sn*3ecret'say, could I have believed it would have ^ 
conoe tothisy I would — . I am not of that mHnber." 

<2aptatii'CiHmingham, who took atui carried the Dutch packet 
wt»- Dunkiik, 'heing captured on hoard a private armed cutter 
in the West-Indies, was brought to New- York, put -under a 
rigofous «nd igfiomimous co^ditiement, and ^dered^to be sent 
to Great-Britain. Congress was induced by it to ^der a letter 
tol)e written [July IT.] to the British naval commander at New«. 
Yoife, demanding the reasons for the treatment he had nfet 
with ; and revived, liwt it they had not a satisfactory answo: 
by diie> 1st of August^ oseor m^e persons should be con&ied^ tc> 
afide the fate c^ the said Cunningham. • Two days after, eosit*^ 
gress havmg well considered the letters before themi giving aa 

account 
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)flftciMiiit of tke devastations of the e«emy, and Ac bQtmmg «f 
JFairfield, Norwaik and Bedford, ■'MtcsolvcKl— That the nKuiae 
-cojnmitt^^ be, and are hereby: directed to take^he ntost eito^ol 
jGDeaas to carryinto execution the maoifesto^jf Gfctohet SO, 171S» 
)>y burniag and destroying the towns belocging: to the >eaemy ia 
,Gi'eat-BritaHi. and the West-Indies.'* 

The operations of war dennand our furtheiMiotke. 

A daring and dangerous enterprise agaiost the ectemy 's p6S$ij^ 
Powles-Hook was comirjittcd to major Lee. The object waa-^ 
.throw a lustre upon tlie American arms by smprisifig thef^otCy 
and immediately retiring with such pnsooer&as the major could 
coavenieAtly make. Did it appear too hazardous, ekher in' tbe 
e:Kecution or the difficulty of effecting a retreat, he was at^ber:- 
ty to abandon it. The necessity of making a timely aad.t^fe 
.retreat, was strongly inculcated by the comn^uider ia chie^iMgd 
the major was desired to lose no time in attempting to renim^ 
or deiitioy any st)(»res, or even in collecting str^glers, Ihetag^. 
jor, with a pajrty of 300 Virginians, a troop of dismounted dra- 
gooqs and one company from the Maryland line, proceeded on 
the service, and. very early in the morning (July. 19.]. beftste 
day^lig^t> completely surprised the post Major Southrriiwwi^ 
Ibe commajpdant,* with anamber.of Hessians, had the goqdfiae* 
' tune to escape, by xeason of the darkne^ to a small block- 
iiou§.e^ontbe left of tlie foct. Major Le« killed about 30 of the 
jeaemy, and^took 161 prisonei^ including I'Oflfcers, at the ex- 
pence of about half a. dozen men killed ^ad woanded, . In^gja- 
ibrmity to his orders^ be made an immediate retiptit^ witbotit 
tajTying to destroy eitber barracks or artiilejy. . Tlieaj^oachof 
day, and the vicinity of the encmy*s main body, reodered it 
absolutely necessary. Lord Stirling took judicious uaeasgj^STto 
focwaid the enterprise, and.to secure the retreatto Lee's partf, 
Thisa&ir, &i:-the size of it> may be riinked with the mosthfi* 
roic actixms.of the wai', considering the peculiar ppsitioit of 
Powles-Hook,. and its being garrisoned by ^bo men. , 

The expeditions carrying on against Penobscot by tbe M^tssa- 
cbusctts, and again^ the Mohawks by the United Sitate»i wiU be 
leJated when, brought to a close.. Gen. Sullivan iM^iig -called . 
away to command the latter, ^n. Oates left Boston and went 
to Providence. .In May, a number pf the troops uoderhim, 
mutinied, and were upon the point of marching off for ,^a0t of 
Iwead ; he pres^aikd upon them to staj a few days, Duriog^^ 
p^iod he, by express, ordered flour josmediat^y 4ip froiu Us>^ 
ton, which however could ^[lothave beea proo*ii:5e4t baii;it«iQt 
fco^'fi:om.the captures , just brought in by the cr.uisefa, l|ic 
Am^erican privateers, the. state and . contJaeaUd vessels^ Ji#H» 

' ^ beea 
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t^een very successful in capturing and*gefting safe into port a 
missh&^ei W@s^i|>dia'>8iiips^^4nd )^othtrs ^f groat darkle, <iiMre < 
thttit^cfficmiit ta*c-ounatt&riaSiiaB*^% tnuch Ate iosses tte- Uni^ 
^Ststci hA'ifQ suslaiflotd in s^iOKkdrxway. Jt^asK:onQpiit€d,'Oii^ 1^ 
^Sth of Juiy, that witUtn six^or s^vea weeks jprecedingf*iip#ar({ 
*of 20,tJao batteb Qi psrovisicms, desigsned for the use ctf the ene- 
my, liad found their way intaliie Massachusetts ports. But for 
tlicse and st^h like xapturesVthe inhabkants would have been 
underthe. gi^eatest difficulty through a prevailing scarcity. One 
V while there was such a want of bread in Boston, that familes 
^90ko had lived swyiwere without it many days, ^he^prioe, how- 
eirer, of aH articles, is rapidly raisingUa a continual succession, 
-occasioned chiefly by the enormous quantity of paper <:Oilpeiicy, 
genfitoi^aiid: counterfeit, tiiat.is in circulation. The rise of eom- 
naodities, and the associated depreciation of continental currency, 
has spread such an alarcn, that at Philadelphia and iii the M^ssa- 
; chnsetts, theinhabitants are attempting afresh to remedy both, 
b^ ia^rcgalafioirof price*— ^which like Sisyphus* ^)ne, will ne- 
ver readt^tee summit of the eviL ' - . . 
4 i We 'haver heard -within these few days, by a letter iirora Marti- 
^ko^'of June 29th, that adni(ical Byron having left 'St. Lucie 
i»wtfi aft intention as . it is thought ^trf" convoying a krge British 
W<»t.Indii fleet^r^ought the passages, -xrountd'Estakigiannedi- 
ateiy embraced fehe opportunity, and planned an expediSon 
against St. Vinccni,'which sutceeded. We aie «3so inft>rm^d, 
that since-dien) Mr. dek'Motte Piquet; with ^ve«htp^«tfihe 
Sne, bad .joined the count ; who: ftadiog Jaimsetf sum iewtly 
stfot^,^ad planned an expedition. a|;aiiist Grenafda, and w^ to 
*ail jfortbat isjatidtiie day afiertht date, of the letter. • 

Thecoiint sent lieut. DeTroiong du Runnain to" St Vincent, 

with abo4it.450iiierr^ only 'ifalf -of them regulfirs, who laaded 

>tiie l^th<of J*me, and wci?e immediately joined by the Cawifes j 

they then posste^ssed themselves of the heights wsbichcofftimanded 

tlietoWA^f iCingston; On the I8th tbeistand was ditliveredup 

by capitulation ^^Ihout having made any restetance. ^ This mau 

4lai^ boeaowing^artiy to the inh^itaats being in djpfead o( tfa^ 

Carribs, ^nd partly to their apprehended danger from attdoiipling 

a defeiio^j and none from changing sovereigns. ^ - 

• Mr. Gerard has obtained ietive to tetum to Ffanqc, oh acconnt 

'H>£the iU state of hisheaith ; and ttse new niiniSter pteoipotemi-* 

• ary, the chevalier de lA Luzesrne, is-mrrircd at Boston in a Ftesch 

^%t'\p^*\ Mi\ John Adams accompamicd han, his comraisaien 

graving be^. superceded the^ hist September; by the appointofl^nt 

-of l>r. Fr^lctki, minister plenipotentiary at the court of Fi'ioce. 

-^lie carrying of this appointment was 3| fitvorite mfaia*e?wh 



Digitized 



by Google 



4^ T>H5 H I S T Q R Y gr TW, t-A^^1% 

}if. jjc VergeniicS' as he expects from Ae doctor sbtgly moie 
obsequious ^evotion to the. pleasure of tjie French court, thaah^ 
could have pbtauiLed had the doclior been still joined to bqt^ ot 
either gf his fojroxer cojle^gu^s, Mqss^*. John Adamus ^miA^* 
^ur Lee, , ~ ., 






X.ET t E H XYir, 

jRotierdam^ N^. 10, 1119^ ,. 

nnO WARD, the end of Aprily.aa expeditloa- ^akist the isIc 

JL of Jersey was set on foo^ uodcr Mr. de Nassau, who had 

BO fortgne> with a view of pulting mpney into his pockety frora 

the rapine and plunder that wmild fallow upon, its succ^s.* li 

so happened that admiral Arbxithoot, whoi you have beard iaiU 

ed the ,1st of May» with a sqjiiadron of men of war, ancTa pcodi* 

'' rchantmei?, and transport^ for America, feU 

ll^oing express to England^ with an accdimt 

; apparent inunirient danger of the island.—^ 

d tae cpavoy toi wait foj: him atTo£bay,.an(^ 

ief of Jersey. Though, the failure of-the ex* 

sequence, the French comforted then:iselv.e» 

when they saw it had the un^expected eiffect of detaining atdfliir|^ 

Arburthnot fof ^ longtime at Torbay, and of inducing the admi. 

ralty to order tea ships of the line, undcF admiral Darby, to join 

the former, fer the safe escorting the convoy to a certain dis« 

tance., Mr. Sartine upfia obtaining information of this, ocder^ 

hurried the Brest fleet under count d'OrviUiers to sea.— ^ ■ i« 

There was not at the last moment, sailors sufficient to maa ii^ 

butneiUiej: this,.Bor tlie non-arrival of two ships expected frpni 

Toulon^ couW prevail with him to jcisque losing the opportunity oa 

the one hand' of intercepting Dafby on his return,, and oa the 

^ oUier of securing tiiejimctiQii of the French and Spanish fleetk. 

Eight thousand land forces were put on board to serve asmar^ 

rines, and to supply th« defect of sailors^ With this kind of 

«<]iuipage did the fleet sail on, the 4th of Juxie.^ Tbere W<^ ag<l« 

J Soliiical Vttumtu 
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countthanc 
, lipon heari 
British force 
Gazette of 
irtine being 
ifercsting, j 
ministry ni] 

WdV^fy narrowly escaped, to tbi^^>iC^'^ 
cencst expectations of tte French^S^itl : 
vision as d siw prey. Fordgher^ 
tfefidg^jnent of tfie British marine. 
r^ts^ 'when, it was deemed a mo^ 
5 most Cro 
'hdering 1 
s* and To 
f reigned 
€th df ] 
the Span 
h^ugh Jio 
_ KJ 16.1 ^ 

J >^r, 'Ibe^.Spanl^ ^tfl(ba$,sa^or, accenic 
"Ms iiymSdiate departur^^' The manir 
rj^m had taikefi^ d£ci%d, part \ 
Great-Britainll*'^ It C09t:tjie couri 
tfle Catholii;? kifig's-'natnist^rs U 
i)cils of Madrid^' ^nd ifte'r all, ii 
lhont% ** Tbatthtre ha^ been i 
lyigJish fleet had bden at sea^"^^ 
havesfj^^ Vested th6 janctioh, Which 
i'VhIt'ibrtt>^..S)^ry salvation of France d 
. . *the ]^;en*ch were a§ drooping as can be 
"^•^ ."liad^ai'd of that event, andofthearr 
mente forwarded to count d'Estaing.^ \ 

; Wlieii the Spanish anibassadbr once knew fhat'^'Orvilliers 

:y^ bailed orttiic 4th x>f June, afid that the British grand; fleet re^ 

j /tnamed at Spifhead on the' 1 4^tll, he must assiu-e himstlff; -JEliat tlie 

•Junction of the Frencli and Spanish ones would takt::'p|afc.e, and 

^oiild not be prevented' by tlie other; and tliat th^jrdFore he 

inigbt proceed without any demur tcy deliver the manifcstd. '^hk 

^v'e lit will, most probably, be riiore favorable in tli-e issue to tiie 

s^^ Anl^nQan states, than success in the Spanish mediatiotij on the 

therms his Catholic majesty pAposed, which were-— That the two 

''<POwns of Great-Btitam and Francfe shonid disarm, and ^gk^fe 

■^ y.. s a universal suspension of hostilities — that the plenipotept|Mes of 

^ V .b\iyi should meet at an appointed place, tO settle therjpjiS^^^ 

%^4j^ » Poliikal Momoirf. X;: .^0"^: '' 
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4Mipt;enc€i~that a like suspeasioo sh0idd;be^g»Rte4$9S^5l^9tA 

I^(tain to ^e American, colonies (as they weie ^te^«;iii^^di«. 

should not be broken, without giving to his C^athoBciJii^gsfejr: 

tto anticipated notice of one y 

ft to the said American . provin 

reciprocal disarming, and si tc\ 

passed by either, as to the plac 

py.jat the time of ratifying ,this 

come to'Madrid'one or nrore c( 

of his Britannic' ipajesty, ,to ag 

liculacs,; and' others^ relative to 

a^d that j in the ..mean time, th 

4epen3eQtin actiag.7 The^pon 

before both houses of parliame 

ed, and were' accompax^d wit 

both concurred unanimously ii 
and vigor, the war against the 
was transmitted by his majesty 
the masquis d'Almodovar, date • 

^ihg of parliament l^his ansv 
pe^^ was nearly printed off at jM 

tiyes that induced the Spanish mpnarch to withdraw Id'sk^vAmei 
i^ador and aci hostilely against Great-Britain. Tbis^iaper asieri^.^ 
that the British ministry, , while they rejectpd the prpposaif5d^|B4©f 
by Spain, were insinuating themselves at. the court of J^nuic^. 
bvmfi^ns of secret eou^saries, aipd making great dfiers-to^fit to 
aoandon the (H>lonies,/and to-make apeace wlihJBxitain^i^mirai^ 
the same time were', treating, by means o^ anotb^^ioiisax^^ 
with Dr. Franklin, to whom they, made va^iouj pHifwalaUdi 
disunite them from France, and to accojnmodat^ o^^ytiei^j^iJJLBdK. 
tain, not onlv holding out conditions similar to those «whi^ tbejr 
had rejpcjtea when coming^through, his Catholic /najesty, butio-^ 
eluding offers much ii^re favorable ;tQ U^ Americans. 

Count d'OrvilfieES^haviiig received instruction^ steered withl 
the combined fleet, lamountipg .to 66 ships of, the line, fojc -Ji^l^; 
mouth. The coasts of JSTormarxdy apd Brittany beingvatthe 
came time crowded with troops, and thej)Oits io the^^^^aikl 
channel wi(h shipping, exhibited the appearanc^of aninlCDwdior^ 
vasion of Englandor Ireland. D'On^iliienrpassed Sii'Cbas«Ha»lf. 
who was cruising in the bay, with ciearpjfor^y ships of tl^- littt 
(having sailed from Spithead the day on wh^h tbe,Sp<fU3ish masi* 
festo was presented) without their having the leastknowle^gqof 
each other. He appeared off Plymouth in^ the evening [Aug. 
16.] and the greatest part of tlie two following days ; butovllbdbt 
making anyattempt^ which, had it taken placi^ jnifn^ ^itfeiy» 

must 
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slate witb^eeifcer^meriV ^p»bl€ tyf fading to tlit guns/fj^ 
jsfttenjCfSf, spod^tf, or oth^r-^iinplifiicifJtS for loading tl^m.*'*— "^ 
:Hwihbdfek^Bts^M'th*fiiiblghbdWing eo^ were in t^e grfeati":' 
'c».e«McA|g*^'1iSf«^ But on Wednesday the 18th 

iepi-oviiteittiftl tS^an to^Wo'w j^lrnost a'storm at east, which con ti- ' 
iiticdtillthe22«^'iad&reed"'th*e fleet bel^^ Plymouth ; and the 
i«ij*d:i3eiifiiiiiing s^6ng in th^^same poiirf^of santie days, prevent-' 
enLitsi-eaturh no l^s tKan- Sir-Charles Harry's xcmiing into the 
cteiwftt^t ' The Ardent of 64*^(»is, on.her 'way frotn l^rts- 
^ if& j^^'^ wn Sir Charles, niisrakihgtlie combined for^e Bri-" 
4MP^fle^#as taken in sight of Plymodtii. 'lyOrvillitrs? ranged 
abt^tilte Ii&iid*s End, theScilly Islands, and.'diechi^J's'of the 
**ciia!i»ot^;;ti8 tJie end of the ttionth, without seeking to return and "^ 
Jliake44n;4«ttck nipon Ptymouth/ He ngii^ht coiiciudc, that ft 
ifas^W'ndWtoplaete^ tbefost^pportuflity-ha^ng been lost, espe- 
'tSAj^^^^yerf gI%2^t^si€k^s. pi-ei^led -among tlie SiMiav$ arid 
^sime^^n^Qi(d,tbt: fleet.^ r araaaStW a cgineidcnt^c <)f ^^i-*cum 
•>tancl«, P4^outit/"Witli the .dock, the nayal magazine^l&c.— 
A^«Biae?lteppily piescrved, notwithstanding the i:rimina I neglect of 
admhiibtratton in iwt fnittkig-the^place into a proper state of de- 
ienoL ItiiA a fact^ that there was deliv<^red ta one of the minis- 
4*yr ^» the 28ih of July, a letter from France,' acquamting him 
iflHdl) the destination of the combined fleet, and the intention of* 
aftackiftg and destroying Ply'ipoidh. - ' 

. «>(jtelg» SI.] The^wind favoring, Sir'Charies Hai*dy gainaj the 
^tiaraence-of-the channel in srght-of the combincd'flects, without^ 
-t^r^bjg^ ^bl^ to ptevt?nt hjinr >The eaemy pursued ' him as ^ 
logb'tipnasf*lyft3k)*uth, but did. not venture jmuchr further. The' 
a^cnesrirttrcasing on board the coiibined' fleet to a most ex*- 
-treme degree, and their ships being,othefvvise much out of con- 
dition, and the equinox approaching,' count d'OVvfliiers thought 
itnecessary to abandon the British coasts, and repkirto Brcst'ear-^ * 
I5K in September* The whole country round about became an 
i«idpital, through tfie many thousands of sick tliat were hndcd«^ 
itvwas a inost happy^ircunis(;5ince forrthe British merchants^ that' 
a large'^Jainsdca^e^ e3Gaped*and-got into the channel aboutte'n 
dayg?be&>re fe first enterednb;' and that eight homdwatd bbund 
East-tndianien liad'timcly*notice of their danger, so as to ha\^ 
the opportunity of putting^intorlreland. 

Ja the beginning ef September, adm. Barrington arrived with 
- dispaiches, giving an accoii«t^ of the taking of the isles of St. 

- tfr^H — b -t't dechritioo. Gcntlttnatt's magazine for 17S0, p. IC9. ' 
:*: '; Vincent 
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^IHi^tent $nd Greniada, and of anactibn htiwten iS[rL 'By p^ 
and fcount d'Eitaing. The cqunt Sailed for Grenada, ^ml armed 
^ff the island [July 2.] with a fleet oFfive or six aod tweitf shlgj 
erf the line, about 1 2 frigates, and! neat 10,^00 land forces^ ig.^ 
eluding marines. The defence of the plaee lay in abbut 1 50 sd}^ 
ers, 350 militia, 200 volunteers, with some ' seamen ;anit i^ 
length consisted in a fortified and entrenched Bill, wlfleh cocii 
jnandcd tlie fort^ harbour, and capital town^of St. ' Gc*ig€^ 
The French landetfbetween 2 and SOOO regdlars, Utifercdu0t 
JEHItbn, the same evenings and the next day invested ti^ hi^ 
and made the necessary preparations for Ciorryibg it b^ ri^oftetjiZ 
fbtlowing riighty as they would lose no time, lest ^dihiral^^TrSn*^ 
fleet irii^t arrive. The defence was obstinate^ vCOn^^|n^'ffii 
force' on each side. Although d'Estaing' headed a Cohimn ^ 
ishe assailaats in person, they were repulsed in the &i0ofiset^b(]C 
their superior nunibers at length prevailed, aaid the lire^'^-xi^^jN? 
carried after a conflict of about an hour and ^ tefff; tiic't^SM, 
the French, however, in Icijled arid Wounded, was cibMiderTOfei 
Thecai^on taken on the top of the hill, being tunied at far^ak.€ 
liay against the fort, the governor, lord Macartney, wa^ und< 
the necessity of proposJHg a capitulation. . D*Estain^ 8?*^^ 
him but an hour for frai^ing the articles which, when presefKel 
were rejected in th^ gross. The count proposed others ^o cxt^ 
Of dina^ that his lordship aitd the principal inhdsitaats thoud^ 
it betted tb trust to tlie law and custom of nations, artd to mi 
jiisHccof one court, arid the in(erpositi(>o rf the other, by sis^^ 
rendering at discretioif/ than to bind tiiem8elv^S\to jsuch' Aineip{ 
arapled conditions. His lordship, in ex|)ectation that the fo;^^ 
tified hill was next to impregnable, had carried tlii&eirlifc plat^ 
jewels and most valuable emjcts, and his principal o£Bcer^ IpSl^ 
followed his example.* Thecoudt is charged Witi| haVihg^^i-^ 
ercised gVe^at severity and crppression; and it is said that his sol^ 
dicrs were indulged in Such unbridled licence that the cHkUidSiok 
of the inhabitants would haVe been deplorable beyond dese^' 
tton, but for this hunianity and tenderness of the ofl^crs/| 
privates of Dillon's Irish fegitfient. ^ r e - 

Meinwhiie admiial fiyrori had returned to St. I-uci^,^i|^ 
convoying the ^est-India fleet; but weakened through |fe» 
«hips he bad ^ent with the trade to Orcat-Britain. He .4^ 
received uftelligpnce of the loss of St Vincent ; and imm^dl^^ 
concluded with gen. Grant, tp proceed with tlie land and ^y^ 
forces for its recovery. On their passage they receiyed ipj^jijgr 
ation that d'Estaing bad attacked Grenada, without l^^g^^ 

^* Tht Paris account af tbe iMnz of. Orentdt* 

qu«unted 
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^ainfed witht de la Motte.Picquet's haying jQ}ne<J hiaii, , l^liejr 
Changed tbeir iotentioo, and. 3t.c.cre.d for the ifelidFof Greaada^ 
Til? British comrn4ndei:» avdved with i ft sight of th(^ Freiielji 
feet at break af. day, [July $,] . Their force consiVcd of 21. 
sliips of tlie line and a single; frigate., Tbey were embarrassect 
hy the soincwhat greiitcr aumber of transports which conveyed 
thetroops-^ The French having received previous informatiout 
©f the approach of the British fleet, were then mostly getting 
Uhdej; w.ay» and those ship$ which had not already hoisted their; 
aocliors^ shpt.theii: qables, and kept stretching out to seav The 
objects' Qf the hostile conmaanders were totally diifcreat^ The 
Brttilhl <jclndrak wanted to bring the enen>y to close action in? 
Bopes or conquest and of saving Grenada^ D'Estaing fought 
fojrnp further advantage than the preservation, pf his new ac4ui5iH^ 
tidn,' wbicb to him was^ a suiEcient victory. Hi$ ships belngj. 
cleaner, and consequently sailed bettcrthan the.BritisJijhechose; 
ak partial actio4i, ratlier than be exposed to the doubtfurl issufi.of 
a desperate conflict. The fity^t signal iviade by Byron was for ar. 
gefl^ral^hase i and the second, for the ships to, engage and form 
^ they could get up. By eight o^clock the action was coainienc-*. 
id by adm. Bamogton in the Prince of Wales, with the cap^^ 
t^is^ SaWyer and Gardner, in the Boyne and Sultari 
injg closed with the van of the enemy. Being oblige 
the whole weight of fire frona that division, for a c 
tirne before they couJd be supported, and suffered a< 
feesidc the damage of the ships and the loss of the ipei 
ral was himsejf wounded. The French^ eluded e 
made hy the Britisli jpmmanders to bring on a cIo$ 
3ive ^agagcment. When the evolutions pn both>id 
eagerness pn one, threw a few of the British ships int<> a sitiia-j 
^on, which obliged; Ihem to endure a conijict with a raucligrpajtv 
cr number of the enemy, aclose engagement ensued. Thus thjct 
Grufton, die Cornwall and the Lion, sustained the whol6 fij:e 
6f the French fJeet. The Monmouth attempting singly to aiire^t 
the progr^$s of tlie enenty's van, hewing thereby toliring on^ 
general action, but failing, wts reduced almost Ip a wreck. , TIi<> 
Suffolk, adm. Rowley with the Fame, suffered also considerably 
ih similar situations, 

Ttte action ceased about twelve o^cIock; but although renew- 
ed at two, and at otlier tinies, in a degree, during 4?^ evening.' 
yet nothing essential was effected. During the heat of it, some. 
Britisix ships pushing.their way to the very entrance of the harV 
bourof St. George's,, beheld* French colours on the fort, anql> 
wac^ce^-fired at by tlie batteries. The object of the, British corni' 
manders w^ theceSDi:^ totally: changjed* The relief q£ the Isla^^ 

■ ■' was 
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was at an end. The prbte<^ion of thef transports, klbng^ i?fiS^ 
that of the disabled ships, was now the main point to be consi-- 
ijered. Tliree of the disabled ships wei'C a great way j»tfem;.llic 
Lion was obliged -tt) bear a\yay 'singly, inutile best niann«fr*$he 

^ could, before the wind, ^'ifhat 'iand*tlie bth^rtwomiglit s^eAi- 
ingly have been cut oiFby'the French : bat d'E^taing woald^^t 
xlskthe bnnging on ofadccisrve action By attetftptiiig.thjeir clip- 
tare. In the evening, the ,Momtidutb and the transports' were* 
ordered to make the best of theii' way to Antigi^^ci? St'Kife^ 
Byron drew up his'line, reduced now to^l9'shi{5s, «ifcCJt'tbtee 
miles distant from d'Estaihg, and expected tobe atla^U^-'in^e 
^Vprhing'; but dying the 0ight, the count i-eturnefdr to Q^ki^iu 
The loss of niieli in the British fleet wa^ mddei-ate V-the ^er 
chrcu/iistances'of the action ho\^ever were exceeding g^ievOiJs f 
ibr the great damtigc sustaiiicd by the ^hlps in tliejr 'Wiiits'efnil 
rigging, which couTd not be easily remedied -in ttwet qiMgirfcei', af- 
forded an astonishing superiority of force to the Fteftcn^, wjikli^ 
while it continues; will 'render it impossible for theBrhish 'Io«1]^r 
to dispute the empire of the sea with them tn the We^t-Endkrl— ^ 
All accounts cohcurm describing the French loss of TOen in the 
action as prodigious. I'he pubii^ed number of officers killed 
and wounded, bcttli in the tiavararid'land departrR^f^J#<^3^jU 
derable. The other mustbe in a great degree conjeet»raL -: 

The latter end of July, there sailed from Port f Orient the 
Bon Homme Richard, of 40 gdns and 375 rneh, copntnanded by 
capti^, Paul Jotiesj the alliance of 86 guns, the ^Palias^ a French 
frigate of 32^ the Vcr^eance an arriied brig of 1^ t<igcther with 
acutter : Jones acted as com'mddoie tip th^squadroii. Hii steer- 
ed for the Western coast of Ireiarrti and .appt:.»red off Xctryj 
Fi-Ora thence he ranged round the. north of iJcotland, -tilt "lie* 
€ame off Forth Prith on September the l<nffv:wliehhV5f^ 
Ws course to Flamboroirgh Head. B^g off the Head, hi fell 
in with the. fleet ["Sept. 2^.] from the Balttc, under the^e-. 
tection of' the SerapJs, capt. Peai'son, and the.CourXess of ^ar- 
torough, capt. Piercy. Before rioon, Capt. PearsonTeeeivedin-. 

. telfigence from the bailiflfs of Scarb«rough, of the -stjiiadroji tin-* 
4er Jones being on the co^st; Between' tvipelv^e and one tlieli^ad- ' 
xpost of the fleet got sight of it, wheii the Serapis mad^ all the 
sail she coold to get betw^etPthetenemyand the convoy, whicl^ 
she soon effected. Capt. Pearson, by fot^ o'clock plainly diseemv 
ing ftomtlie deck; tliat^tha squadron' ^i^ipsisted of thi^e^htrg^ 
5hips, and a bri^, (th© cutter was ncut now with them) raad^4^ 
Countess of Scarborough signal to join him,Mdyi^^c^ dfHi^ 
«bout hatf\ pa§it^ five. A i£le after .s&ven, the ;£Uto^dKitt)^»e 

"jticliard brought to^wklxiaii^ket shatof liic $«^i^^ 
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.^l^bej^, and was maintained with equal fury oi4 bo)h sUes, 
^^digh vessel using all possible means to gain an advantageous situ- 
Mipn to rake the other, Capt. Pearson had infinitely the supe- 
' «iority. over the Bon Homme Ricliard in working the Serapis, 
. ^and obtained, ad vantages in spite of every effort of Jones to pre- 
sent it. Jants to render such superiority useless, aimed «it ly- 
kg his: ship athwart the hawse of the other. Though he did not 
^isucceed. to his wisli^yet^ the bowsprit of the Serapis ran be- 
-. tw^en his poop and mixen^mast, he seized the opportunity of 
^hii^ the vessels togctl^er, Wlien the wind driving the head of 
-^ -the Serapis against the bow of the Bon Homme Richard, they 
>iMcasiie fo cTose fore and aft, that the muzzles of their guna 
.^uched each other^s sides. ^ In this position they engaged from 
-half past eight till half past ten. But before it cooioienced, tlie 
; JBon Hgoainie Richard had received many 18lb. shot between 
«wind and water^ and was become vei7 leaky. Hertier of 13 
-^Mwin^ps ,was entirely silenced and abandoned. Her six 18 
.- ,;poundei^s, which were old, were of no service, and were fired 
.- ,W -eigh^ times in alL During the succeeding action, Jones 
,5 /iii^de use only ©f three nine pounders^ whose lire was seconded 
'QV that of hisniea in the round-tops. At the same time others 
, 4hr€^v such a quantity and variety of combustible matters into 
the decks, ehains, and every part of the Serapis, th^iit she was 
OH fire not less than iO or 1 8 tiipe§ in diflEerent ^arts, and it was 
^ with the greatest difficulty that the satjg^e could l^e extinguished. 
At half past nine, ,by someaccident the Serapis had a cartridge 
^ -of powder set on fire, tlie flames of which communicating from 
- <me to anotlier all the way aft, blew up all the people and oflicers 
. . abaft, the, main-^mast, and rendered all tho^ guns useless for the 
Temaioder of the action. When both sliips were on fire toge- 
ther, as it happened at times, the spectacle wa§ dreadful beyond 

• expression.- The Alliance repeatedly sailed r^und both whil^ en- 
gaged, raking the Serapis fore and aft, and thereby killing or 
jwrounipg many 4>f her men on the €[uarter and main decks.* — 
After ten^hejcame up afresli, and renewed the fire ; but throiigh 
the darkness of the nig^t, and Jjoth ships being so close afcng 

.^ side each other, it was not poured into the Serapis ^lone,l/uf al- 
so into the Bon Honune Richard, eleven of whose men were 
. killed, beside an officec uaortaily wounded, by one of her broad- 

* • The Account printed i;a thtf Courier dc TEitrtfpe of NoTcrobtr J, l^79t 
figned Paul Jones, dues the matter Co as to imply a depial ot \fhat te stiTertcd 
ia the Gazette account ligned R» ^carfon ( but from the ksown vatottyof Ioqcb* 

• -att^l frhe iin#r irtipt'ObibUity of the AlliJmcc'f remaifling totally inactive ftrso 
^ioog a ttme,it is highly rcafonable to conctod^i iliat t\K iirfi accoust U errODemis. 
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sides. Capt Pearson however, perceiving Hoi it waa mp|M»(iti^ - 
cable to stand out any longer with the Jeast prospect of succ^s^: 
struck, after having (by his conduct, and persevering biayery^ifr?.- 
cured to his convov the opportunity of saviii^ thcwscferes. Th^- 
Serapis was a much superior ship to the Bon Bp]7>aie Richard^ .^ 
being built on an excellent model, and carrying 44 g^vk$ in tmct^ 
tiers, the lower 18 pounders. The number of m^n kilkd-^oA 
wounded on e.ach sine was necessarily great. Both^ips s^^fifred^ ^ 
much, but the Boa Homme Richaxd was reduced to %wred&;* 
she had near seven feet water in her bold, which kept iox^reas^^ : 
The wounded were removed, and only thefirstlkM^eiiaitf ^tte*- 
Pallas, with ^ome men left on board to keep the potfifs^ig/^sig^.: 
while the boats were disposed witbia call tatake them iarwb^Ar : 
occasion required. On the twenty-fifth the water ro^e to, hoc, i 
lower deck and she went down ;. hut nobody waslosf \|wtli he^x^f^^u 
It still ren)ains to be mentioned, that the CoMni;ej^ of>Sca^»^ .> 
rough engaged the Pallas for near two hours, when cajiU Eicrc jr 
was obliged to strike. Commodore Jones, with the remafns oC*t 
his flying squadron apd prizes, made for HoUandt and q» th^ $^ 
of October anchored oflF the TexeL The commodore estimtt^vx:; 
the prizes taken and ransomed by the Bon Uonvne JEUc|u»:dr v 
during her cruise, at more than ,£-4O,O0a ^ i; 

Sir Joseph Yorke soon applied to their high niighdpess^Sjfbr : 
the delivering up of. the Serapis and Countess of Scarboroi^*- ^ 
On the 29th of October, he presented a. naeoiofial to tb^o^^^m 
which by his majesty's or'Her, be renews, " in the 6U50ii8;<^^>aiid'- ,: 
most pressing manner, his request that those ships aadtheirirrew» j 
may be stopped and delivered up, which the pirate P^ui^ncs^of ; ; 
Scotland, who is a rebel subject, and a.crirauud of the^^te^^liasv- . 
takfen." Jones is stiled a pirate upon ,the supposition tbijd: hisJet*^ ? 
ters of marque or gomnaission are illegal ibr want of beinggrajat- 
ed by a sovereign power, which the British do not ajlow.^th^* ^ 
congress to be. But it may be at length discovered^ that Jong^* ^ 
letters are legal upon their own principles, and have bcjc* grants- l 
ed by the French, whatever, other letters he may ppsae»s* The?. • 
whole of Jopes' expedition was probably concertedat yeraaiUc«r 
-with the diesign of catching the eastern fleet la^m with a^v^*^ \ 
stores, while the continetal frigate, the Alliance w*s l)om>we4» j 
for a cover, and the cammand of the whole given^ to Jpoesi , pt^,; > 
account of his acquaintance witli the Irish ana Britirfj coasts^rr i » 
The memorial contains a threatening insinuation of serioiw&cop^ .-> 
sequences in case of non-compliance. The answer which th4i^;,A 
high mightinessess have given is^ brief--^" That. they. will,-4^i:r 
^ Captw Jowi' accauat4 -j^ ^ ^ 
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ne>e$|i^fet ^Itate^Hsr^, pretend te judge of the legality or illegalf^ 
t>c43fthe actions- 6f tshc^e who have onthe open sea, taken any 
ircsselsN;9hrch do nrot belong fo^ this country, and bring them in- 
to^any of th€ ports #f this republic ; that they only open their 
poiJtS to-tfee'mto givetheni sheherffomstdrnBorother disasters^ 
and dWJge tljem to put to sea again^vith their prizes, without? 
unldiidlng et disposing of tlieii* Cargoes, init letting them remains 
exactly as trhen they arrived r attd that they are not authorizecJ 
to .pasijudgmeiit either oa these prizes ortlje person of Paul 
Jorte^/*" Wh^ Wou^d be the fate^ of Jones^^ coul3 the Britislv 
otPtie ibak^ehkh their prisoner, is hard td determine; considering- 
tba^C^pt.. Cunningham w^as brought in irons- fromNew-Toric 
to "Fateiouth, and sent ironed to Pendenitis castle ; from which 
hoiwever, he was Removed in a few weeks to Mill prison, Ply- 
mdulh ^ and being a native American, he is now r^ted a$ an ex- 
changeable prKQtief. . - 

- The present stat^- of Irelatid must not be passed oyer wkhout 
notice. 

, The long contfrt^feiJ* embargo on provTsionS, the only staple 
exfiort of that kingdom, has t)eeh i^iewed as'particularly insulting 
and^modt -highly resented by the people; on their reflecting 
that a set of contractors reaped the|^eatest benefit froni it, while 
tlie interest of the coutitry wa« sacrificed, ^nd the wholfe nation' 
distre^ed. Taxes became 4iwr6 »ilraerous, apd'the nalionaf 
debt accumulated ^rery sesSon 6f parliament; Advantage was 
takeii of tl|ts«f circumstances, and the peculiiir situation of Great- 
BrifAtri, by thei^Aost sagaciou^motig the Irish, for tlie obtaining 
of di^se prrviiegcs which might othei-wise never be secured." 
The4octrinc§ of taxation Avithout representation, and of uncon- 
clitioiial subriiission, which ministry applied to America, were ur- 
ged as matter of appteherfsion to Ireland; aild it was openly- 
said, that the chains forged for the formei*,' incase of success,/ 
wotdd afford a mode for the fetters which v\rould^soon be fitted 
for the ktter. The smothered flame at length broke out with 
violence, otl fiiiding that parliament would afford them no effec- 
tual relief. Associations against the purchase and use of British 
znanufactares, and for the encourag^tncht of their own, became 
universal. But beside these, there were associatiorts of a more 
eff€K:tive )and terrifying natuils. Being alarmed with the danger 
of aiiVench invasienritfwas urged, that the defence of theking- 
donn must be' placed in those who had the l^est interest in it. 
Miikaty associations were therefore proposed, and universally 
adopted.- -'The associato^S declared, that they were intended for - 
the double purposcof defending their safety against foreign ene- 
mies, and their rights against domestic usuipation. In every 
part of the kingdom weieseea instantly tv> arise, as if by magic, 

vast 
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TMt bodies of citizens, serving at Ihcir own charges, cfaot^g 
their own officers, trained to gredt eiqpertnesSj andobeying with 
xomarkable regularity. No gerttlcman, no n^Ieiwan could sb<m 
his face in the country, who did n6t faU ift with the prevailing 
<hsposition. Men of considerable fortunes ^rved in- Ac ranks. 
AH this business was accomplished without any smt of confusioa 
<)r disorder 4 while the peace of the (rountrv, and obedience to 
liie taws, ^erc never more prevalent. The nnnfibers ©f trained 
volunteers is supposed to be about 50,000 ; they are adourably 
appointed. Government saw the$e proceedings with ast^ish* 
Hient. They wished to regulate this new and unexpected force 
^ndto. bring it to actwnder the authority gf^he crown ;.but alter 
a few feeble attempts, it was thought best to concur in a me»^ 
sure that could not be prevented. The Irish patriots having thug 
provided for the defence of the kingdom against foreign eaeime% 
began to look toward tlieir own rights ; and. in general <iisclatau 
ed the authority of the British parliament over thefa^ and con- 
demned its interference in their aiFairs. On the 12th of Octw 
bcr, the Irish parliament met Upon a motion for the address, 
in answer to tlxe speech of the lord-lieutenant, an ameodmeat 
was moved and qarried in the house of commons, which occa^« 
oned the insertion of the following w<>rds in their address to the 
throne — **^ We beg leave humbly to represent to your jnajesty, 
that it is not by te«aporary exfyedients, but by a free trade adone, 
tliat this nation is now to be saved from impending ruin,^' The 
^dressfrom the lords contained similar expres$ioii$. Thnsic 
appears that a free and unlimited commence with the whole 
world is the sine qua n<m with the patriots of Ireland, &eai wiscfe 
they mean not to depart. The prevaiUng oR^imity in poUticai 
^entimepts an^ong Uie Irish, has oeexi greatly. forwarded by tbeic 
parliament's having before followed the humane example of the 
British legislature in relaxing th^ penal restrictions of the laws 
against the English Roman Catholics. The addresses wci^ carri- 
ed up to the lord-lieutenant, with great parade, amid the ^ccbh. 
inations of the people. The duke of Leioster, Wha camraand- 
ed the Dublin volunteers, escorted the speaker in person upoa 
the occastoiH while, the stieets were iined an both ^des from the 
parliament-house to the castle, by that corps drawn up in their 
arms and uniforms. That nobleman had before moved for tfaft 
thanks of the lords to the volunteer companies through the kic|-« 
dom, which was carried with only one diseexiting voice. 

The present letter closes with mentioning, that the SpaoiaiAl 
%ave, for some months back, invested Gibraltar both by hoi 
and se^; the garrison seems to be under no apprehensions. 

THE END OF VOLUME^ $£CONiy* 
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